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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-
classical-greek-j292.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 

Examiner commentary
This response expresses two valid points, with accurate, relevant and suitably explained reference to the Greek. As required when the 
question is accompanied by an English translation, one of these points addresses language / style, and the response therefore earns 
full marks. 4/4 marks.

[4]
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Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
The supporting Greek quotations have not been translated here. Although μεγάλως is incorrectly described as an adjective, the 
point about the word’s emphatic position is valid and could have earned 2 marks. 2/4 marks.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
A concise response but it clearly fits the descriptor for Level 4 and should earn full marks. There is a range of relevant points, with 
good development and very good engagement with the question. The passage is tackled in a logical order and the response is well 
structured. Two ‘style’ points are required for full marks: this response offers three. 8/8 marks.

Exemplar 2 
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Examiner commentary
Two points (the first and the third) are well developed and one of these addresses literary style, meeting the requirement for Level 
3. The other two points are not well developed: the translation of ἐπεβοήσατο and ἐπικαλούμενος (‘calling’) is vague; there is no 
mention of Apollo; and the final quotation (χειμών τε κατερράγη καὶ ὗσεν ὕδατι) is not translated. 5/8 marks.
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Question 6

Exemplar 1 

Examiner commentary
Two valid points, with accurate, relevant and suitably explained reference to the Greek. Since the question was not accompanied 
by an English translation, two content points would have been allowed here (even though the question asks about language). This 
response, like many, has nevertheless addressed the ‘language’ element in both points. 4/4 marks.

[4]
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Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
The first point is well developed, supported by relevant Greek quotation and therefore earns 2 marks. The incorrect translation in the 
second point (εὐρυτάτους ὄντας ὑποδησάμενος translated as ‘high-laced’) brings the mark for this point down to just 1. 3/4 marks.
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
A logically-structured response, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent line of reasoning, showing detailed knowledge and 
excellent understanding of the set text. There is a range of well-selected examples, including several from outside the passages set 
on the paper: Solon’s refusal to flatter Croesus, Croesus on the pyre bound in chains, Croesus’ laughter at the sight of Alcmaeon. 
10/10 marks.
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Exemplar 2 
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Examiner commentary
This response begins well, addressing the question sensibly, although the structure could be more logical (the Alcmaeon episode 
is tackled first). There is good use of material from outside the passages printed on the question paper, but the line of reasoning 
on the second page is questionable: the points about Croesus’s treatment of Solon and his behaviour on the pyre could be better 
expressed. This candidate has perhaps interpreted the phrase ‘balance positive and negative qualities’ too narrowly, looking for 
‘balance’ within each episode instead of recognising an overall balance in the portrayal of Croesus. 6/10 marks.
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