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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-
classical-greek-j292.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 

Examiner commentary
This response expresses two valid points, with accurate, relevant and suitably explained reference to the Greek. As required when the 
question is accompanied by an English translation, at least one of these points addresses language / style (in fact, both do here), and 
the response therefore earns full marks. 4/4 marks.

[4]
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Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
The first bullet point incorporates two points, one of which - the reference to ἐλευθέρια - is well made and earns 2 marks. (The point 
about the polysyndeton would get 1 mark if offered as a separate point: more detail is needed about what they are taught not to 
do.) The second bullet point makes a valid point about language but the quoted Greek is not translated and the point therefore 
earns 1 mark. 3/4 marks.
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Question 4(b)

Exemplar 1 

[4]

Examiner commentary
Two valid points, with accurate, relevant and suitably explained reference to the Greek. Since the question was not accompanied 
by an English translation, two content points would have been allowed here (even though the question asks about language). This 
response, like many, has nevertheless addressed the ‘language’ element in both points, referring to the simile and the parenthetical 
phrase. 4/4 marks.
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Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
The first point is well made, supported by relevant Greek quotation and therefore earns 2 marks. Although the second point refers 
to the contrast between the fighters’ actions now and their previous behaviour, the supporting Greek is not translated and the point 
therefore earns just 1 mark. 3/4 marks.
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Question 6

Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
There is a range of relevant points, with good development and very good engagement with the question. The passage is tackled in 
a logical order and the response is well structured. Some of the quoted Greek is not accurately translated (παίουσιν, προσπεσόντες, 
πύξ) but there is more than enough to redeem this answer, with four good points made and a wealth of ‘style’ points, just two of 
which are required for Level 4. 8/8 marks.
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Examiner commentary
Two points (the second and the third) are well developed and one of these includes a reference to language – the use of the word 
πύξ – meeting the requirement for Level 3. The first paragraph is weaker: there is relevant Greek quotation but none of this is 
translated. The response is well structured but more detail could have been extracted from the passage. 5/8 marks.
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
A full, logically-structured response, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent line of reasoning, showing detailed knowledge 
and excellent understanding of the set text. There is a range of well-selected examples, including plenty from outside the passages 
set on the paper. The candidate expresses a clear understanding of how Lucian uses the characters of Solon and Anacharsis to 
express contrasting points of view.

This full-mark answer comes from a candidate whose overall performance on the paper was not similarly strong (total 37 marks): an 
example of how marks lost elsewhere can be ‘recouped’ on this essay question. 10/10 marks.
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Exemplar 2 
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Examiner commentary
This response has some strengths: the question is addressed sensibly and there is good use of material from outside the passages 
printed on the question paper. A number of points lack sufficient supporting detail, however: the denial of creature comforts to 
Spartiates and the young age from which they were toughened up are dealt with in only general terms; the benefits outlined by 
Solon, and Anacharsis’ objections to what he witnesses receive only a passing mention. Lucian’s ‘animalistic imagery’, for instance 
could be illustrated with a couple of examples. 5/10 marks.
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