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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-
classical-greek-j292.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 3(b)

Exemplar 1 

Examiner commentary
1st point:  
A very good answer, showing how repetition (x 2) is used to emphasise the number of supplies. The Greek references focus on a 
single word/phrase and are accurately translated.

2nd point: 
A good answer, although with reference to ‘golden’ the candidate would have done better to focus on the word χρυσέῃ rather than 
write out the whole Greek phrase. The invalid ‘onomatopoeia’ point is noted, but this does not detract from the mark (2/2) as it is not 
considered a ‘harmful addition’ i.e. it does not contradict any other valid point. 4/4 marks.

[4]
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Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
The candidate begins by making a valid reference to the repeated preposition ἐν to illustrate the number of items being prepared (= 
1 mark). However, the translation ‘and’ is wrong and the answer needs to specify at least one of the items to secure the second mark. 
1/4 marks.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
This is a very strong answer. Each paragraph deals with a relevant word/phrase from the passage and includes both a content point 
and (in most paragraphs) a style point. The candidate is careful to ensure that each point addresses the question by continually 
referring to the wording of the question (‘frightening’). All Greek references and translations are focused and accurate. To achieve the 
top mark of 8/8 candidates would normally need to make four good content points and two (different) style points. 8/8 marks.

Exemplar 2 
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Examiner commentary
This is a L3 answer. The candidate has made a number of valid content points, but most are weak or undeveloped or inaccurate. The 
first point is oversimplified e.g. there is no reference to the fact that δῖος Ὀδυσσεύς is a formulaic phrase. The second point is weakly 
presented; some additional reference to παχείῃ would have helped. Note that παχείῃ does not appear in the candidate’s translation 
of the Greek quoted. The third point, about the ‘mountain reared lion’, though brief, is sound. The fourth point is also sound, but the 
Greek ὅς τ’ εἶσ’ is unnecessary and is not translated. The point made in the final paragraph is sound, but the translation is inaccurate. 
Note also that the candidate has not discussed any points of language: this is a prerequisite for a L4 mark. 5/8 marks.
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Question 6

Exemplar 1 

[4]

Examiner commentary
Both points are well made and clearly expressed, each focusing on a single Greek word (accurately translated using the English 
given), linking to the question, and making a valid style point re: emphatic placement. 4/4 marks.
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Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
The candidate refers to a dramatic part of the passage, supported by accurate reference in Greek and English (= 1 mark). However, 
he/she does not explain how Homer uses language to this effect as the references to ἄλλυδις ἄλλη and προὐχούσας are not 
translated nor developed in any way. 3/4 marks.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
This is a Level 5 answer, well-structured and clearly written. The introduction – a good idea – outlines the main points to be 
presented in answer to the question; this not only suggests some forethought and planning on the part of the candidate, but also 
it is helpful in giving the examiner some idea of the line(s) of approach to be taken in the essay. Each main paragraph is organised 
and makes a relevant point that is illustrated/supported by reference(s) from the text. All points are presented (and written) clearly, 
although some points are brief and/or under-developed e.g. more needs to be said about the role and purpose of Athene in 
bringing the two main characters together, and the candidate could have included an analysis of Odysseus’ motives for his effusive 
flattery of Nausicaa. A conclusion is not necessary, especially when (as often) it simply rephrases the wording of the question or 
repeats the introduction. Here the candidate has indeed indulged in some repetition (cf. introduction), but the conclusion does 
summarise the main findings of the essay and the final sentence (last 4 lines) contains additional information. 9/10 marks.
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Exemplar 2 
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Examiner commentary
This is an example of a Level 3 answer. Candidates should be advised to begin with a short introduction; this encourages candidates 
to plan and structure their answer. This candidate launches straight into the answer and the 1st paragraph (including a good 
reference from the text) is about Nausicaa and the idea of marriage – a valid point, clearly presented, but somewhat brief and 
undeveloped, especially with regard to ‘Odysseus’ arrival’. The 2nd paragraph also makes a reasonable point about Nausicaa’s 
beauty, but the reference to Dawn is an error and the candidate has omitted to mention numerous other (better?) references to 
her attractiveness. The 3rd paragraph, although mentioning two positive qualities of Odysseus, is weak. The idea of Odysseus being 
presented as an ideal husband is a credible one, but the supporting references are not well chosen and the argument is thin e.g. it 
is not clear how/why Nausicaa would have seen Odysseus as wise simply based on his ‘pondering and considering things carefully’. 
The 4th paragraph makes a potentially good point, but again the references are imprecise and the idea(s) undeveloped. The 
conclusion paragraph is reasonable but might have served better as an introduction. 6/10 marks.
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