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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-
classical-greek-j292.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220700-specification-accredited-gcse-classical-greek-j292.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 

[4]
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Exemplar 2 

Examiner commentary
1st bullet point. μόνος (correctly translated) is a valid style point (1 mark) but there is no credible explanation of how this emphasises 
Alcestis’ disappointment.

2nd bullet point. Inaccurate reference to the Greek: ὠρφάνευες is not an adjective and this candidate (as many) has not understood 
that this is a verb meaning to ‘look after . . . as orphans’ (see OCR Anthology for Classical Greek GCSE – vocab). However, the answer 
does imply Alcestis’ disappointment by reference to the children being orphaned (1 mark). Note the difficulty reading the very last 
word: at first glance this might be read as ‘die’ but this gives the sentence an awkward meaning, so it probably should be ‘did’.  
2/4 marks.

Examiner commentary
1st bullet point. The position of μόνος is a valid style point, but the idea of sibilance is not credited. The Greek reference is relevant 
and accurately translated, but the idea of Alcestis’ disappointment is not clearly explained nor linked with the emphatic μόνος, 
although there is certainly enough to secure the second mark.

2nd bullet point. This is an excellent paragraph. The candidate has identified the conditional elements (another valid style point) and 
clearly presented the idea of disappointment. Many candidates failed to understand the implied protasis “if your parents had agreed 
to die in your place”. 4/4 marks.
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Question 4(b)

Exemplar 1 

[4]

Examiner commentary
Two good points, each supported by accurate Greek and correct translation. The 1st bullet point is particularly well presented. The 
2nd bullet point is perfectly valid, but might have been improved by mention of e.g. repetition, variatio. 4/4 marks.
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
This is a L4 answer. Note that for this question a general introduction that contains no specific reference(s) in answer to the question 
is unlikely to gain any credit – as here. The second paragraph refers to Admetus’ appeal to Fate, ὦ δαῖμον, with some development, 
and makes a valid style point, but note that the link between the asterisk and the comment in the margin is not made clear. The next 
point picks out ἀποστερεῖς, with some good development. The paragraph about Alcestis’ eyes ‘growing heavy’ is sound (accurate 
Greek + clear understanding) but there is little development; also the language point (present tense) is weak. The final point, 
although unclear in places, contains several relevant, accurate Greek references (with accurate translation) and there is enough 
development to mark this as a ‘good’ content point. Overall the candidate has attempted to make 4 content points and 2 style 
points, and if each of these points had been judged as ‘good’, the candidate would have scored full marks. 7/8 marks.

Exemplar 2 
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Examiner commentary
This is a Level 3 answer. Although the candidate has made enough points, both content and style, to secure full marks, the answer 
is marred by (a) instances of inaccurate Greek reference and/or English translation (b) weak development of some points. Thus 
some of the ‘content’ points are not fully credited. For example, the third paragraph ends with the erroneous assertion that Admetus’ 
repetition of the word βλέψον indicates that ‘he can’t even think straight anymore’, and the following paragraph, on rhetorical 
questions, is not clearly explained and is seriously undermined by the wrong translation of τί δρᾷς. The candidate has made a 
number of good style points, more than enough to qualify for a Level 4 mark (normally at least 2 good, different style points). The 
final paragraph makes some relevant style points about stichomythia, which could have been turned into a good content point with 
some development of selected Greek references (plus translation). 6/8 marks.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent answer. The body of the answer is divided into five main paragraphs, each clearly written (sadly not the case with 
some candidates whose writing was difficult to read and/or understand) and analysing the question of sympathy regarding all four 
elements in the play: Admetus, Alcestis, parents, children (at least three elements required for a Level 5 mark). These main paragraphs 
also include accurate and detailed references to support the point(s) being made, whereas weaker candidates only made vague 
and/or infrequent reference to the text or at worst simply generalised about the nobility of choosing to die for another or the 
selfishness of allowing this to happen. This answer also presents a range of views, for and against sympathy for certain characters, 
which makes for a nicely balanced response. The only weak aspect of this answer is the introduction (not required, but advised as it 
will show the candidate has planned his/her answer), which is over-brief and does not give much idea of what is to come, although 
this can be forgiven in the light of the excellent conclusion. 10/10 marks.
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Exemplar 2 
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Examiner commentary
This is a Level 3 answer because, although the candidate has made an honest attempt to answer the question and made several 
references to the text (outside the QP), the points are too few and only one point is well made. The handwriting is untidy and 
sometimes difficult to read, and the English is flawed in places. The candidate makes only three points – normally four or five good 
points would be required for a Level 5 mark – and these are sandwiched between an inadequate introduction and a conclusion 
which would have secured more credit had it not omitted to mention the play’s main character, Alcestis. The second paragraph is 
very muddled. No context is given for the quotation ‘these things will be (done)’ (?); it is not made at all clear who speaks the line ‘I 
have settled that you live and I die’; ‘take me down with you’ is not a good choice of quotation to illustrate Admetus’ regret. The third 
paragraph is a strong answer and includes two accurate references from the text to illustrate the children’s sense of loss. The fourth 
paragraph (no sympathy for Admetus’ parents) seems to make no coherent sense. 5/10 marks.
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