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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/207306-specification-accredited-gcse-
geography-a-j383.pdf for full details of the assessment for 
this qualification. These exemplar answers should also be 
read in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.
uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207306-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-a-j383.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207306-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-a-j383.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207306-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-a-j383.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)(i)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
A large number of candidates incorrectly chose D as the answer. This particular candidate demonstrates an understanding of how 
to calculate a straight line distance using a 1:50,000 map. This, along with a range of OS map and other skills (see Q1(a)(ii) and (a)(iii)) 
could be examined in any of the three papers. It is recommended, therefore, that candidates are given opportunities to practise OS 
map skills; component one provides ideal opportunities for this.

Question 1(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1  0 marks

Examiner commentary
Many candidates across the ability range produced incorrect responses. This response tests a candidate’s ability to interpret some of 
the details of the physical landscape on an OS map as well the correct application of the compass rose.
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Question 1(a)(iii)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Examiner commentary
A further question requiring interpretation of the OS map generally revealed a firm understanding of how to use the key. In this 
particular response, there is more than enough description of the characteristics for 3 marks, but it is also a clear example of how 
even good candidates can make relatively simple errors; such as the comment about flat land.

[3]

Question 1(b)(i)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
When candidates got this wrong, they usually chose option C, a meander. Some thought it was a levee. Correctly recognising 
landforms in photographs of river and coastal environments is a crucial geographical skill. The correct answer to this question was 
A – Floodplain.
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Question 1(b)(ii)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response contains a lot of detail, much of which is relevant to the question. As well as recognising that river flooding is the key 
element, the candidate goes on to explain the role of deposition and loss of energy by the flood water. The final section on the 
growth in the size of the floodplain would have gained credit as well.

[3]

Exemplar 2  0 marks

Examiner commentary
A common type of response, just referring to flooding is not automatically credited. Many candidates such as this mentioned soft 
ground and rainfall; a common misconception. In order to gain more credit, the candidate should recognise the role of deposition 
following river flooding, or possibly meandering.
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Question 1(c)

Exemplar 1  8 marks

Examiner commentary
The response contains thorough descriptions/knowledge of coastal management strategies along with a more than reasonable 
understanding of their impact on the landscape. This latter point - coastal landscape - is the key to achieving higher marks in this 
question. In addition, there are thorough comments on the effectiveness of the strategies - positive and negative - including on 
other parts of the coastline; this is a good example of the evaluation required in this question. Place specific detail is very good. 

[8]
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Exemplar 2  4 marks

Examiner commentary
Some reasonable knowledge of coastal management strategies with a reasonable understanding of the impacts. The latter could 
be improved by developing the explanations of how the management impacts on the landscape. For example, why are spits and 
salt marshes becoming less existent? How do the sea walls prevent the sea going further inland? Evaluation is reasonable (there 
are positive and negative impacts). The answer ought to deserve the top of Level 3, but there is no place specific detail, other than 
repetition of the case study location; this limits it to the middle of Level 2.
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Question 2(a)(i)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
The key here, which is outlined in this response, is the idea of bringing something INTO a country/place, even if goods and services 
are not mentioned.

[1]
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Question 2(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
An accurately drawn bar in this instance. There is no requirement to shade fully or draw a dead straight vertical line (mark scheme 
required width to be approximately equal to the others). The position of the top of the bar is key; does it represent £40 billion 
pounds accurately?

[1]
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Question 2(a)(iii)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
As 'billion pounds' is already in the question, only the correct number is required. Whilst this response provides some working, it is 
not required for just 1 mark. 

[1]

Question 2(b)(i)

[2]

Exemplar 1  2 marks

Examiner commentary
Many candidates chose place of worship as a reason to move to Tideswell, but could not adequately develop an explanation. This 
response attempted to do so and, although not a full explanation, it does at least make the link to the question. In other words, it 
considers this pull factor (regularly going to church) at the individual level.

Exemplar 2  1 mark

Examiner commentary
Questions such as this require the candidate to interpret the map using their geographical skills. If the candidate had used the key to 
identify certain buildings e.g. post office and public houses, this response would be worth a further mark. However, just referencing 
‘buildings’ on its own is not enough. That said, the reference to 'community' is a valid development, so one mark is awarded.
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Question 2(b)(ii)

Exemplar 1  4 marks

Examiner commentary
Candidates can approach questions like this by including four impacts with limited development or fewer impacts with some 
development. The mark scheme also indicates that one well-developed explanation can achieve full marks. In this case, credit is 
given for higher house prices (1) due to higher demand (1) and an increasing population (1) so more businesses (1). Further valid 
points are explained in the last 2-3 lines. Furthermore, this response is particularly notable in the way in which the different points 
are interlinked; not necessary for full marks but impressive nevertheless.

Exemplar 2  2 marks

Examiner commentary
A fairly typical response from a candidate who has some understanding but has struggled to develop each valid point: increases 
in house rents and the place becoming more populated. A good example of where such candidates can improve their marks by 
practising clearly developed explanations. For example, increasing rents might result from higher demand and therefore potentially 
young people cannot afford to move out from their parental home.

[4]
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Question 2(c)

Exemplar 1  12 marks, 3 for SPaG
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Examiner commentary
To reach Level 4, responses to questions such as this require comprehensive knowledge, understanding and evaluation. In this 
response, the first line is evaluative: ‘completely transformed.’ Other examples of evaluation include line 8 (‘other business will set 
up’), lines 10-11 (‘not only public attraction but adding 10,000 jobs’), lines 14-20 (comments on costs of living and house prices), plus 
further comments on skills. This is supported by knowledge of the consequences (including relevant place specific detail – these 
could have been developed further) and a series of well-developed consequences which are comprehensively explained. Not a 
perfect response, but this is not required for full marks. It is worth pointing out that the terminal conclusion is helpful in this response 
but the command word ‘evaluate’ does not require one. Conclusions are certainly required in questions such as ‘To what extent….?”

Spelling, punctuation and grammar is consistently accurate and a wide range of specialist terms are used, such as cost of living, 
sustainable and tertiary.

Exemplar 2  5 marks, 3 for SPaG
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Examiner commentary
The candidate displays a reasonable knowledge and understanding of economic decline/growth. Some points are developed, 
including the impacts of the closure of the docks, but the explanation of the consequences of recent changes requires more 
development. The presence of both growth and decline is viewed as very implied evaluation but basic in this case and there are no 
explicit comments. Indeed, candidates such as this covered both growth and decline, particularly in the Salford Quays case study 
and, despite a clear structure, this meant that they usually repeated the same ideas but in reverse, in this case counter-urbanisation 
and re-urbanisation. The most successful answers covered either growth or decline and dealt with these in more depth. 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar is consistently accurate and a wide range of specialist terms are used, such as unemployment, 
counter-urbanisation and imports.
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Question 3(a)

[2]

Exemplar 1  2 marks

Examiner commentary
Many candidates were more concise than this response. There are clearly two advantages stated: more efficient and references to 
speed.

Question 3(b)

[4]

Exemplar 1  4 marks

Examiner commentary
Marked like 2(b)(ii), 4 marks are awarded for removal of hedgerows affecting ecosystems (1), affecting different species dependent 
on each other (1) and the use of monoculture means the soil is overused (1) and the soil becomes less healthy (1). This means there 
are two clear valid lines of explanation - hedgerow removal and soil exhaustion – which was fairly typical of responses receiving 
high marks. The middle section contains generic comments like ‘habitats are destroyed’ which plagued many weaker candidate 
responses. 
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Exemplar 2  3 marks

Examiner commentary
A response which demonstrated both the positive and negative aspects of the mechanisation of farming. Three marks are 
awarded for the explanation of water pollution, but the final few words - ‘kill off ecosystems’ – could have been clearer, i.e. ‘reduced 
populations of plants and animals.’

Question 3(c)(i)
[2]

Exemplar 1  2 marks

Examiner commentary
Finite and will not run out are the same idea, so 1 mark is awarded. The second mark comes from the idea of using a resource faster 
than it is replenished. Examples included do not achieve any more marks as they do not actually help define the term.
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Question 3(c)(ii)

[3]

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response describes accurate changes in energy supply: decrease in coal, increases in oil, gas and renewables and a sharp drop 
in supply of oil. The candidate clearly has good knowledge of the pattern as the response contains at least one indication of when 
these changes took place, such as the oil crisis of the 1970s and the 21st century increases in the supply of renewables. A very 
comprehensive response which goes well beyond the requirements for 3 marks.

Exemplar 2  1 mark

Examiner commentary
The first sentence summarises the overall pattern in supply so gains 1 mark. However, the rest of the response was fairly typical in 
that this candidate has, not only then written about demand but has also explained this demand. Supply and demand are two key 
concepts in this part of the specification.



Exemplar Candidate Work

19

GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes)

© OCR 2019

Question 3(c)(iii)

[2]

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
This candidate has provided two reasons; only the first is credited. This is given for the point about air pollution and a second mark 
could have been gained if this had been linked to the UK’s use of coal, for example. 

Exemplar 2  1 mark

Examiner commentary
A good example of a response which supplies a valid reason – increase in the population – but does not develop it. For example, 
this would lead to an increasing ownership of products, such as household goods and vehicles, which would require an increase in 
energy supply.  
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Question 3(d)
[6]

Exemplar 1  6 marks

Examiner commentary
The marks are for this question are awarded for understanding and analysis. In this case, there are a range of points both for and 
against the use of non-renewables in the future - although one or two are less convincing such as the comments on cost and ease 
of extraction in lines 3-4 - and the final point about using them in combination with renewables is insightful. The candidate has 
demonstrated a thorough understanding and analysis of the issue rather than simply making points without any development.

Exemplar 2  3 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response contains basic understanding of energy sources and there is some reasonable analysis in an attempt to answer the 
question. The ideas are valid but not well developed. To gain further marks, the response could explain the issues surrounding the 
cost of finding finite sources (energy security, reliance on imports) or why renewables are more sustainable. The final point about 
renewable energy being cheaper should be qualified. Sweeping statements such as these were common in Level 1 and 2 responses.
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