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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/207306-specification-accredited-gcse-
geography-a-j383.pdf for full details of the assessment for 
this qualification. These exemplar answers should also be 
read in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.
uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207306-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-a-j383.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207306-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-a-j383.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207306-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-a-j383.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Examiner commentary
Question 1 (a) was a skills question which featured Fig. 1, a map showing the global distribution of tropical rainforests, with 
candidates required to describe the distribution. One of the 3 marks given was for communicating the answer in an appropriate 
and logical order. This answer gained full marks, with a clear, concise and accurate opening statement, followed by accurate place 
examples from the map. The first statement gives an overview, the second gives exemplification. This is a useful approach to this 
type of question.

Exemplar 2  2 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer has two valid overview statements linked to the tropics and the equator. However the inclusion of ideas about why 
tropical rainforests are not found in the north and why they are located near the equator impairs the quality of communication. The 
two statements were credited, but the mark for communication was not awarded, to give a total of 2 marks. This demonstrated the 
importance of being concise and staying focused on the command word ‘describe’.

[3]
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Exemplar 3  1 mark

Examiner commentary
This answer gained 1 mark for the valid overview statement linked to the tropics. ‘Above and below the equator’ was not credited 
as the locational language is imprecise. The communication mark could not be given as there was only one valid descriptive idea. 
When describing a location or distribution pattern accurate reference points are needed, such as north or south of the equator. 
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Question 1(c)(ii)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Examiner commentary
The language used for question 1cii) proved challenging for many candidates. The ‘how might’ command is similar to ‘suggest’ and 
‘sustainable use and management’ was taken straight from the wording of Specification Theme 2.1.5. Candidates were required to 
suggest ideas or methods that could reduce the rate of rainforest loss. 

This answer gained full marks for suggesting three separate but unrelated ideas; government policy, reforestation and indigenous 
tribal reserves. These were all valid ideas without any detail or development. This was a valid approach to this question. Other 
answers simply repeated the key ideas in the question without any concrete examples.

[3]

Exemplar 2  3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response gave two possible methods. Licences to permit deforestation was the first idea. The second idea was about protecting 
the rainforest for tourism, this had a simple, but valid development about how tourism generates income. This also achieved full 
marks.
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Exemplar 3  3 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer gained full marks. The first point was about conservation, here the candidate drew upon their knowledge of the 
Purus-Manu Corridor in Peru. The conservation idea was credited, not the named example. This idea was developed with reference 
to control and limiting sites and that this can help prevent illegal logging. This shows that the development of one idea was also 
a successful approach to this question. The final sentence using data to support their answer, was not given any credit as the 
candidate had already achieved full marks. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

8

GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes)

© OCR 2019

Question 1(d)

Exemplar 1  4 marks

Examiner commentary
For question 1d) candidates needed to apply their knowledge and understanding of the rainforest water cycle to the resource (Fig. 
2), which showed how this could be changed by deforestation. Careful scrutiny of Fig. 2 was needed for candidates to generate their 
ideas. The question required two ways and the command word was ‘explain’. One mark was given for a valid change, the second for 
the explanation of the change. In many responses cause and effect became muddled, because one change could be a consequence 
of or a cause of another change. 

This answer gained full marks for clear and concise language. The first change credited is more surface run-off, with a development 
mark given for the explanation of less interception. The explanation preceded the change described, this was a common feature of 
many answers. Rainfall is not recycled so fast was the second way in which cutting down trees changes the water cycle, this time 
followed by the explanation of less evapotranspiration. The idea recognised that there is some recycling of rainfall shown in Fig 2 on 
the deforested section. 

Some candidates stated that there was no recycling of rainfall or no evapotranspiration, they could not be given credit for these 
inaccurate observations.

[4]
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Examiner commentary
This answer was also awarded full marks. For their first idea the candidate was credited for less evapotranspiration followed by the 
explanation that there are no trees to absorb and transpire the water. The second change was clearly given, increased run-off with 
less interception as the cause. The ideas about flooding and leaching were not needed.

Exemplar 3  4 marks

Examiner commentary
Initially the candidate was credited for ‘more run-off ‘which was concisely stated with fewer trees to absorb the water as a valid 
explanation. The ideas about photosynthesis and nutrients were not required. The second idea of less evapotranspiration because 
there are fewer trees to release water through transpiration is in effect explained twice. Whilst the response achieved full marks, there 
was evidence of unnecessary ideas and repetition, which impacts on time available to answer further questions.

Exemplar 2  4 marks
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Question 1(e)

Exemplar 1  6 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a clear and concise response which demonstrated thorough knowledge and understanding of interdependence in a named 
coral reef.

The example is the Andros Barrier Reef as featured in the OCR endorsed textbook. There were well developed ideas about the 
importance of temperature, ocean depth and sunlight for photosynthesis to occur, although this was not mentioned specifically. 
There were also well developed ideas about the symbiotic relationship between fish and coral, focused on the excretion of ammonia 
for the coral to grow and the coral providing shelter and breeding grounds. The location, size of the reef and the number of species 
of fish were all credited as place specific detail. This met all the requirements for the top of Level 3 and was awarded full marks.

[6]
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Exemplar 2  6 marks

Examiner commentary
This detailed response also gained full marks. The named example is the Menjangan Reef in Indonesia. The well-developed ideas 
were focused on photosynthesis, nitrogen exchange and the role of algae. Place specific detail was recognised for the location of the 
reef, zooxanthellae as a named species and the number of fish species on the reef. The candidate could have saved time by omitting 
the preamble given in the second sentence and the ideas about coral bleaching on the additional page, which did not gain any 
credit.
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Exemplar 3  1 mark

Examiner commentary
This was also a detailed answer, however the lack of relevant, focused information limited the mark awarded.

The Andros Barrier Reef is a valid example. The response gave a checklist of criteria for interdependence without any concrete 
information about the coral reef. Credit was given for correct ideas about temperatures needed for the coral to survive. The answer 
was judged to be at the bottom of Level 1. To gain more marks, specific detail was needed about the relationship between fish and 
coral.

Many candidates who showed thorough knowledge and understanding of interdependence in a named coral reef failed to give any 
creditable place specific details. A higher tariff, case study question, will always include place specific detail in the success criteria. 
This was needed to reach the top of Level 2 and beyond. The first two sample answers included valid information about the location 
and size of the coral reef, named species or numbers of fish species. When preparing and revising their coral reef and tropical 
rainforest case studies, candidates should always ensure that this includes accurate place specific detail for their chosen examples.
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Question 2(a)(iv)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Examiner commentary
This successful answer made use of the indicators shown in the scatter graph from the preceding questions. There was no credit for 
simply stating a valid development indicator, understanding of how the indicator showed evidence of economic development was 
required. The beginning of the question ‘Explain how’ makes this clear. The first mark was for a clear definition of what ‘internet users’ 
measures, this was developed by linking the associated infrastructure, with exemplification, to economic development. The third 
mark was given for an accurate definition of GNI per capita, this was also linked to economic development. These two development 
indicators are in the content section of Specification Theme 2.2.1. 

[3]

Exemplar 2  2 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate drew upon their own knowledge of economic development indicators to formulate their answer. One mark was 
given for an accurate definition of GDP, the second mark was for the idea that this enables comparison across countries to indicate 
economic development. No further credit could be given, the definition of GNI lacked precision and the mention of HDI in the 
opening sentence is also too vague.
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Exemplar 3  1 mark

Examiner commentary
Highlighting the key word ‘economic’ would have saved this candidate time and potentially boosted their mark. The lengthy first 
sentence offers a vague definition of economic development without mention of a valid indicator. The indicator given, literacy rate, 
is a social development indicator. One mark was given for linking parents taking their children to school to economic development. 

Other candidates also chose social development indicators and struggled to make links to economic development. Highlighting the 
key word ‘economic’ would have enabled these candidates to produce relevant, more focused answers for higher marks.
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Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1  12 marks

[12]
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Examiner commentary
This impressive response achieved full marks with an original case study of Vilnius in Lithuania.

The candidate also highlighted the key elements of the question and stated that housing and transport were the challenges 
faced by the city of Vilnius. In accordance with the mark scheme, only ideas linked to housing would have been considered as 
the first stated challenge. However this issue did not arise as the content was entirely focused on housing with no information 
about transport. The answer displayed consistent, comprehensive knowledge of housing issues in Vilnius including historical 
context, named areas and information about relevant strategies. Understanding of how the strategies overcame the challenge are 
comprehensive and there are evaluative comments within the answer and in the conclusion. As with all unfamiliar case studies the 
detail given in the answer was checked. Place specific detail was credited for the USSR background, the districts of Zverinas and 
Uzupis, the Park of Architecture and the River Nerys. The sustainability ideas were linked to energy conservation and affordability. 
The conclusion included comments on the success and criticisms of the strategies to give a comprehensive judgement. Ideas and 
information were communicated effectively, so the spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) mark achieved was 3.

Exemplar 2  12 marks
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Examiner commentary
This was a well-constructed and clearly focused response which met all of the question demands. The candidate selected the 
Rosario case study from the OCR endorsed textbook, successfully selected and applied relevant, comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding to the key elements of the question. They were also able to evaluate the success of the strategies covered and make 
a supported judgement.

The candidate’s thinking and planning are shown with the highlighting of the question’s key elements and with a range of possible 
ideas noted at the top of the page. This is a very helpful technique to meet all the requirements of a 12 mark extended response 
question. 

The city challenge of unemployment was chosen and well developed ideas about a range of strategies have been tailored to this 
challenge. The first strategy is linked to the ‘Pro Huerta’ programme in Rosario with accurate place specific detail for the scale and 
focus. An evaluation of success was given at the end of the first paragraph. The Rosario Habitat Programme was considered in the 
second paragraph. Relevant place specific detail was given for the date of the Programme, the targeted group and background 
to the cause of unemployment. The paragraph concluded with an evidence for the success of the education programme and a 
judgement comment about its limitations. Information on the additional page strays from the unemployment focus with ideas 
about improvements in slum housing. Although the evaluation attempted to link these ideas to unemployment, this part of the 
answer did not gain any credit. The overall conclusion was creditworthy, as it makes a clear judgement about the success of the 
other strategies with supporting evidence. In questions which require evaluation and/or judgement a concluding statement helps 
to clarify the application of knowledge and understanding and provide support for an overall judgement. This answer also included 
brief, evaluative elements at the end of each paragraph. The answer showed the characteristics of the top of Level 4 and was given 
full marks. Spellings and punctuation were accurate and effective control of grammar meant that the ideas were communicated 
clearly. The inclusion of specialist terms linked to the challenge and strategies meant that the response was given three marks for 
spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG).

This candidate highlighted ‘one’ in the question. Whilst the answer also covered housing, without any credit, this did not detract from 
the overall quality. Other candidates were less successful as they tried to cover a range of challenges or offered strategies that were 
not coherently linked to their stated city challenge. Highlighting the key elements of the 12 mark question, especially the number of 
ideas or examples required, is time well spent as it can prevent time wasted on irrelevant ideas and content.

Exemplar 3  5 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer gave Mumbai in India as a relevant case study example. 

Overpopulation was accepted as a valid city challenge, although the introductory preamble was not needed. ‘Vision Mumbai’ 
was checked as a named strategy to give credit for place specific detail. Basic knowledge was shown about how the strategy has 
improved slum housing in Mumbai. There was reasonable coverage of the success of the strategy but no judgement as to the extent 
of the success. The answer was judged to be mid-Level 2 and five marks were awarded. 

To progress into Level 3, the response needed detail about the challenge and strategy. This could have included data about 
spending or number of houses improved by Vision Mumbai, or named places within Mumbai, such as Dhavari. A judgement 
comment was also needed to consider the extent to which Vision Mumbai has overcome the challenge of slum housing. Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar were good but there was limited use of specialist terms. The SPaG mark was two.
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Question 3(a)(iii)

Exemplar 1  0 marks

Examiner commentary
The answer was not awarded any marks. despite the candidate’s efforts in response to a most challenging question. The candidate 
has knowledge of the relevant circulatory cells, has named all three and spelled two correctly. They have also used the wording of 
the question to craft an introduction to their response. However the command words are ‘Explain how’ so an explanation of how the 
cells operate was needed.

[3]

Exemplar 2  3 marks

Examiner commentary
By contrast this response offered a clear, well-structured and comprehensive account. The answer takes us from the equator to the 
poles, mentioned the three circulatory cells and also included information about whether the air rises, falls or interacts with other 
cells. The first mark was given for warm, moist air rises at the equator, the second for the reference to low pressure, the third was for 
how air circulates in opposite directions where the Hadley Cell and Ferrel Cell meet. The diagram is interesting, alone it would not 
have received any marks, as there are no explanatory labels. However it appears to have supported the candidate in identifying and 
covering relevant key ideas.
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Exemplar 3  3 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer is remarkable in that all 3 marks are gained in the first sentence. The first mark was for warm air rising at the equator, the 
second for the air moving to 30* north and south as part of the Hadley Cell, then finally for air sinking at these locations. The rest of 
the response is credit worthy, unfortunately no further marks were available.
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Question 3(b)

Exemplar 1  4 marks

Examiner commentary
Several key features of Question 3b) needed highlighting. The command word ‘outline’, ‘natural’ in ‘natural causes of climate change’ 
and the requirement to cover ‘two theories’. This answer is clearly written and very concise. One mark was given for sunspots as 
the first valid theory. How increased energy leads to global warming was credited as the explanation. The second theory is the 
eccentricity of the Earth’s orbit for the third mark with the development mark given for the correct link between an elliptical orbit 
and higher temperatures.

Exemplar 2  4 marks

Examiner commentary
This response secured full marks. Volcanic activity was a correct theory for one mark, the associated explanation of how ash and 
other materials block the sun’s rays to cause cooling received a mark for development. Sunspots was the second correct theory with 
development awarded for the explanation linking less sunspot activity to the Little Ice Age.

[4]
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Exemplar 3  0 marks

Examiner commentary
This detailed response exemplified the consequences of a casual reading of the question. For the first theory the information given 
about cattle releasing methane and the consequences is correct. However this is not a theory of a cause of climate change. The 
deforestation ideas for the second theory are again correct, but they are associated with human activity, so are not a natural cause. 
Candidates should always scrutinise the key features of a question to ensure that the information included matches the question’s 
requirements.
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Question 3(c)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

[3]

Examiner commentary
Question 3c) provided an opportunity for candidates to apply their understanding of a consequence of climate change via the 
interpretation of fairly clear evidence in the cartoon (Fig. 3). This answer correctly identified flooding as the main effect for one mark. 
The candidate was credited for development of the impact or consequences of flooding for people’s lives. The remainder of the 
answer easily secured a further two marks with evacuation/rescue by boat, loss of houses and money as acceptable ideas.

Exemplar 2  2 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer also correctly identified flooding but only gave one consequence, people having to move away, to gain two marks. 
Rising sea levels could not be credited as this is a potential cause of flooding not an effect on people’s lives. 
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Exemplar 3  1 mark

Examiner commentary
Only 1 mark was achieved by this answer, for the opening statement about flooding. The ideas that followed gave a detailed 
explanation of how climate change may cause flooding. The final idea about disruption to people’s lives could not be credited 
as there are no examples given. Underlining the end of the question ‘affect people’s lives’, would have enabled this and other 
candidates to offer relevant ideas.
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Question 3(d)
[8]

Exemplar 1  8 marks

Examiner commentary
Unlike the other two high tariff questions, question 3b did not require a named case study example and knowledge recall (AO1) was 
not an assessment objective. However accurate, relevant ideas and information were credited, as developed and well developed 
ideas, as they supported understanding of evidence of climate change. Detailed information was also used to strengthen the 
analysis of the reliability of the evidence considered. Some other responses wasted time with unnecessary information about which 
evidence would be considered.

This answer is a concise and well written response which got straight to the point by considering paintings and diaries. Examples 
were given with a brief comment on their reliability. A similar approach was used for global temperature data and ice cores. 
Exemplification and detail about these sources showed thorough understanding of how the evidence of climate change can be 
discerned. Detail was also used to qualify the comments about the reliability of the evidence. The answer was judged to be at the 
top of Level 3 and was awarded full marks.
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Exemplar 2  8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This detailed account gained full marks and also drew upon examples taken from the OCR endorsed textbook. At the bottom of the 
answer booklet the candidate listed the evidence to be covered. This is a good idea to clarify thinking before writing the answer. 
Accurate dates, data and information were used to show thorough understanding of global temperature data and ice cores. Detail 
about cave paintings was given to support the next idea and this was followed by an accurate and interesting account of polar bear 
weight loss. The first three pieces of evidence also had comments about the reliability of the evidence. This was reinforced with a 
concluding statement where evidence was used to support ice cores as the most reliable source of evidence.

Exemplar 3  4 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer offered a list of credible evidence in the opening sentence. However only the ideas about tree rings were given credit as 
they were clearly developed. This section also included a simple statement about the reliability of tree rings as evidence for climate 
change. Paintings and diaries, ice cores and global temperature data also had simple comments about reliability. However they 
lacked supporting information and didn’t therefore show any understanding of how they are used as evidence of climate change. 
The answer was judged as mid-Level 2 and was awarded 4 marks. 
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