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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-
geography-b-j384.pdf for full details of the assessment for 
this qualification. These exemplar answers should also be 
read in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.
uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-b-j384.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-b-j384.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-b-j384.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)(i)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
One issue that is shown in Q1(a)(i) is the need for candidates to have a clear and detailed understanding of the key vocabulary 
associated with each topic. In Q1(a)(i) the terms constructive, basaltic, silica, plates, convection and shield are all needed to 
understand what each statement is saying. In the example provided, the candidate has drawn on the ways that the plates are 
moving to help them remember which plate boundary the question refers to. They have also put ticks and crosses next to answers 
to help rule them out and get to the correct answer, eventually. Methods to help teach this could include ideas such as key word 
tests, Venn diagrams, key word bingo and drawing labelled diagrams from memory. 

Section 1 – Understanding key vocabulary
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Question 1(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1  0 marks

Examiner commentary
The use of the correct vocabulary helps a candidate to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding more clearly allowing 
higher marks to be awarded. In the first example the candidate has some knowledge of how plates interact and use phrases like 
“slide past each other”. The phrase is open to interpretation and not specific enough for the mark to be awarded – are they talking 
about sliding into the mantle or are they describing a conservative plate boundary? In the second example the candidate uses the 
word “subduct”. The use of a technical term is clear and requires no interpretation. Other key words, such as dense and melts allow 
full marks to be awarded. This can be taught using flow diagrams to allow candidates to place information in the correct order and 
helping to establish the sequence of processes at a plate boundary. 

Section 2 – Using key vocabulary

Exemplar 2  4 marks
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Question 1(c)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Section 3 – Using place specific detail

Exemplar 2  6 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.

[6]
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Examiner commentary
This level marked question is judged against two assessment objectives and it is important that candidates address both objectives 
if they want to secure more than 50% of the marks. In Q1(c) the marks are divided between AO1 (knowledge of the responses to 
the UK-based natural weather hazard) and AO3 (evaluation of the responses to this natural weather hazard) In the first response the 
candidate is able to achieve all the AO1 marks that are available. It is clear that they can write about the responses to the Boscastle 
flood and that the information that they provide is specific to the location that they have studied. The final statement suggests that 
they have made a brief evaluation, but the link to the evidence is inherent and not clearly linked.

In the second answer the candidate has connected their knowledge to their evaluation, so the place specific knowledge is directly 
linked to the response with a positive and negative aspect identified. To help candidates, centres can practice writing evaluations 
using a PEEL structure – making a point, using evidence, explaining the evaluation before linking to the question. 

The underlying principles can be applied to Q3(d) and Q4(d), despite them having different assessment objectives.

Place specific detail needs to demonstrate that the information being used is linked to one location or event only and does not 
apply in a variety of situations. This varies depending on what is being written about and the demands of the question.
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Question 3(d)

Exemplar 1  4 marks

Section 4 – Place specific detail

[6]

Exemplar 2  6 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.
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Examiner commentary
This question focuses on knowledge of coastal management for AO1 and understanding how the management strategies impact 
on the coastal landscape for AO2. In the first response it is clear that the candidate has some knowledge of coastal management 
techniques but does not provide enough place specific detail to reach Level 3. The information provided could refer to most towns 
along the coast in the UK and if the word Holderness was removed and North Norfolk inserted then the answer would still be 
accurate. The second response shows a much greater level of place specific detail with facts that relate to the studied location and 
no other town on the UK coastline. 
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Question 5(b)(iii)

Exemplar 1  5 marks

Section 5 – Development of ideas

[8]

Exemplar 2  8 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.
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Examiner commentary
In Q5(b)(iii) the marks are awarded for AO3 (demonstrate geographical understanding of concepts and how they are used in relation 
to places, environments and processes). Level 1 answers show basic analysis and evaluation, Level 2 require reasonable analysis and 
evaluation and Level 3 need thorough and well-developed answers. 

An issue that the candidates face is the large number of possible improvements that could be made to the fieldwork. In the first 
response, the candidate has used bullet points to list a number of improvements but each of them is only given a sentence of 
explanation. This makes it very difficult to provide thorough and well-developed analysis and evaluation. For a couple of the bullet 
points there is enough detail to reach Level 2 but making more Level 2 points may increase the mark within this band but will not 
allow you to reach Level 3. An extract from a different report shows a candidate trying to develop an answer in more detail. They 
have written about fewer ideas but in much greater depth, spending over half the page on one idea. Using words like anomaly, 
precision and repeatability help to improve the level of development within an answer. 

Centres can help candidates with this skill by encouraging detailed extended writing and using flow charts reminding candidates 
not to change topic until it is fully developed. 
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Question 2(c)

Exemplar 1  5 marks

Section 6 – Structure of Q2(c)

[8]
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Exemplar 2  8 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.

Examiner commentary
In Q2(c) the marks are awarded for AO2 (Demonstrate geographical understanding of concepts and how they are used in relation to 
places, environments and processes) and AO3 (Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical 
information and issues and to make judgements).

The first response shows detailed knowledge and understanding of both the environment and economic impacts of climate change 
allowing them to be awarded AO2 marks, however, the response doesn’t address the question in detail. The questions ask students 
to judge which is worse, economic or environmental and this is only briefly addressed. The response states that they disagree with 
the statement, but the following paragraphs don’t make any attempts to show this disagreement, explaining why the environmental 
issues are bad but not why they are worse. The question is not directly addressed until the conclusion when there is a basic 
conclusion stating extinction is worse but not why. 

In contrast, the second response demonstrates how a candidate can show that one impacts is worse than the other. Extinction is 
irreversible compared to the economic impacts which can be prevented by migration. This can be linked to examples of economic 
and environmental impacts to be awarded Level 3. 

To help practice this requires candidates to plan answers prior to writing, underlining all the key words in the question and ticking 
them off or using debates to help candidates argue a view. 
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Question 5(a)

Exemplar 1  2 marks

Section 7 – Being fieldwork specific

[2]

Exemplar 2  0 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate has to be able to set a context so that the Examiner is able to establish if a key question or investigation is appropriate. 
Appropriateness could refer to a location, a theory, a fieldwork technique or the logistics of conducting the fieldwork. Candidate 
answers needed to be specific to the fieldwork that had been undertaken and not to a generic piece of fieldwork. 

In the first example it is clear that the context of the investigation is the process of longshore drift. It is an appropriate study in 
Westwood Ho. As there is a shingle ridge there and it is used to prevent flooding. In the second answer, the answer is not specific to 
a piece of fieldwork so it was awarded no marks. 
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Question 5(b)(i)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Section 8 – Maths

[3]

Exemplar 2  2 marks

Examiner commentary
In the first answer the candidate correctly answers the question, showing their working and is awarded full marks. In the second 
answer the candidate shows that they understand how to calculate speed so they get the mark for working, they are able to identify 
the correct figures for site 1, but use the figure between the 2 sites (100m) rather than the distance the orange travels. This leads to 
an incorrect calculation, leading to 2 marks being awarded.  
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Question 5(b)(iii)

Exemplar 1  SPAG – 3 marks

Section 9 – SPAG

[8]
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Exemplar 2  SPAG – 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The first answer is well written with good use of geographical language. Sentences are well constructed, using accurate spelling and 
punctuation.  There are few, if any errors. Content is communicated with clarity and purpose. 

The second answer received 2 marks. It is written in sentences and the meaning is conveyed with some clarity and there are places 
where the language used clouds the meaning.  The candidate uses accurate geographical language to describe the river using 
words like width. There are some errors with the spelling and grammar. To achieve full marks the answer would need to reduce the 
number of errors with the spelling and grammar and rephrase some of the sentences to increase their clarity. The candidate can also 
use more complex connectives to help link points together. 
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Appendix
Below are the complete answers from the extracts included in this resource.

Question 1(c), 6 marks

Question 3(d), 6 marks
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Question 5(b)(iii), 8 marks
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Question 2(c), 8 marks
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