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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-
geography-b-j384.pdf for full details of the assessment for 
this qualification. These exemplar answers should also be 
read in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.
uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-b-j384.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-b-j384.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207307-specification-accredited-gcse-geography-b-j384.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)(i)

Exemplar 1  2 marks

Examiner commentary
Many candidates did not achieve 2 marks on the first question on this paper The focus on Economic Hubs led to many candidates 
explaining characteristics of an economic hub, as seen in the answer above, without demonstrating a clear understanding of the 
term. In order to support candidates in future, the focus on the understanding of key terms and concepts is a good exercise for 
revision for this exam without the need to revise knowledge marks.

[2]

Exemplar 2  0 marks

Question 1(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
Many candidates gave an answer of 7 for this question, presumably counting Cambridge – London – Brighton as one growth 
corridor and Bristol – London – Essex as another growth corridor. The clarity of this image is something that has been noted 
for subsequent exam series. With 9 growth corridors labelled on the map, candidates need to be encouraged to use all of the 
information on the map, including the key, in order to come to an answer.

Examiner commentary
When candidates were able to fully understand the question, the 2 marks were gained with clear and direct reference to the 
importance of the economy of the area. Those candidates who made references to money, trade and work were able to gain credit.

[1]
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Question 1(a)(iii)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
The majority of candidates were able to complete this skills-based question successfully with many giving the answer of 100 which 
was within the acceptable range (95-115). 

A similar question in the 2018 series which asked candidates to measure the distance between two places, did not produce many 
correct answers. It would be helpful to students to include a focus on key map skills throughout the teaching of GCSE in order to 
support questions of this nature.

[1]

Question 1(a)(iv)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Examiner commentary
Candidates that were able to correctly interpret the command word were able to gain 3 marks with clear and focused reference to 
the financial significance of London and relate this to the benefits for businesses and workforces that move to the area. 

In order to help candidates prepare for the ‘explain’ command word, it would be good to teach this separately to the ‘describe’ 
command. We often teach ‘describe the pattern’ style questions and then add a ‘why?’ onto the end to allow for an explanation to 
be developed. You could explicitly teach that the reason is the most important focus in some questions as this may discourage 
candidates from writing detailed descriptions of the pattern which are unable to gain credit.

Useful resources

Command words:

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/539424-command-words.pdf

Explaining the GCSE Geography explain questions:

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/539425-explaining-the-gcse-geography-explain-questions.pdf

[3]

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/539424-command-words.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/539425-explaining-the-gcse-geography-explain-questions.pdf
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Exemplar 2  1 mark

Examiner commentary
The answer above was typical of candidates answering this question, where the command word ‘explain’ was not fully understood 
by the candidates. Many candidates were able to get 1 mark for the locational explanation relating to most economic hubs being 
around London or in major cities however they did not attempt to develop the reasons behind the pattern of the core economic 
hubs.
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Question 1(b)(i)

Exemplar 1  2 marks

[2]

Examiner commentary
Candidates, on the whole, performed very well in this question and were able to gain 2 marks. The key elements were to add up the 
three values for Liverpool, Manchester and Leeds correctly and demonstrate that they would then subtract them from the London 
figure. This allowed candidates to gain a mark for the method used, where they can show their working. The second mark was for 
the correct answer. The majority of the errors occurred when candidates attempted to subtract the two numbers by hand and it 
would be worth reminding candidates that they may take a calculator into this exam.

Question 1(b)(ii)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
Candidates were very confident in expressing a ratio which was pleasing to see. The majority of candidates showed some working, 
as seen in the exemplar, though this was not needed for the mark to be gained. Common incorrect answers were 75:25 or 15:5 
without showing the simplest form.
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Question 1(b)(iii)

Exemplar 1  2 marks

Examiner commentary
For those candidates that were able to understand and calculate a median, the vast majority were able to gain 2 marks on this 
question. With one mark relating to the ordering of the values and the second for the correct identification of the mid-point. 

The most common misconception here related to candidates calculating the mean rather than the median. In order to address this, 
regular practice of the mathematical skills referenced within the specification, throughout the course may help to guide candidates 
in choosing the correct method.

[2]
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Question 1(c)

Exemplar 1  6 marks

[6]

Examiner commentary
For Level 3, candidates needed to demonstrate an element of greater explanation. In this exemplar, the candidate explains that good 
links to universities are a reason economic hubs are a good location and then connects this directly to London within the resources. 
The candidate then clearly explains why this would be beneficial to the start-up business. In their second point, they have identified 
that many new businesses opening would be beneficial, and they went on to demonstrate how this was seen in Manchester, using 
the statistics in the resource. 

Candidates should be encouraged, for the 6 mark questions particularly, to develop their answers using direct links to the resource 
and then to continue to deepen that point with further explanation. Examiners found that some candidates wrote a very large 
amount for this question with many different points identified and linked to the resources but without the explanation needed for 
Level 3.
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Examiner commentary
This question required candidates to clearly identify the reason why economic hubs are a good location for new start-up businesses 
in order to gain a Level 1 mark. Candidates then needed to expand on these points in order to gain credit for developed points. 
Candidates could develop their answer through the use of statistics from Fig. 2 in the resource booklet or through written 
explanation of why this was beneficial to new businesses.

This example shows a candidate who been awarded Level 2, 3 marks. They have correctly identified that a pleasant working 
environment and supportive local authorities are good reasons to locate a new start-up business. The candidate develops the 
environment point by linking this to the need for employees, which has enabled them to achieve a mark in Level 2. 

Exemplar 2  3 marks
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Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

[1]

Examiner commentary
The picnic area in Colton was found by the majority of the candidates however the attempts at 6 figure grid references were often 
incorrect.

These core map reading skills should be practised and encouraged and would fit very clearly into the UK in the 21st Century and 
Distinctive Landscapes topics as where teachers could develop UK-based enquiry / fieldwork questions and OS maps could be used 
within case studies.
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Question 2(b)(i)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
The majority of candidates were able to interpret the distances on the map and gain 1 mark for correctly identifying Pudsey. A 
significant number of candidates referred to the west of Leeds rather than the named place stated within the question, therefore no 
credit was given.

[1]

Question 2(b)(ii)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
This question is related to section 9.4.3 in the geographical skills section of the specification and relates to suggesting improvements 
to or issues with a range of maps. A lot of candidates were able to suggest ideas similar to those seen in this exemplar where they 
refer explicitly to how to adapt the graph to make it more reliable. Common misconceptions included suggesting completely 
different types of graph rather than focusing on adapting Fig. 4, Desire Line map.

[1]
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Question 2(c)

Exemplar 1  11 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.

Examiner commentary
Candidates who clearly identified the reason for living in the suburbs, developed this with an example and then continued to 
explain why this would lead to people commuting demonstrated evidence of well-developed points and were credited for this. 
The candidate in this exemplar clearly states the reduced living costs as a reason and uses the Rothwell example. They use their 
own understanding to develop this further explaining that this would be significantly less than within the city and then goes on 
to explain why the living costs in cities are high. This is an example of a point that links the reason, the resource and the candidates 
understanding. In order to achieve a Level 4, candidates needed to include at least two well-developed ideas and a comprehensive. 

In order to support students, the focus needs to be on clearly identifying the focus within the question and then extending that one 
point using examples and explanation in order to show a deeper understanding.

Exemplar 2  6 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.
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Examiner commentary
Several candidates attempted to address the three suburbs - Pudsey, Rothwell and Horsforth - from the resource within their answer. 
This enabled candidates to produce answers at Level 2, as they used the resource in order to develop their answers, however, 
answers often included repetition such as that seen in this exemplar. This candidate has identified that good transport links are 
important for people if they live in the suburbs but work in the city and has given examples from the OS map resource of the M1 
near to Rothwell. They then also identify that house prices are lower and use the price from Fig. 5 to develop this point. Rather than 
further explaining this point and developing the reasons why this would be beneficial, the candidate then repeats the transport 
point with reference to Horsforth therefore remaining in Level 2.

Exemplar 3  3 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.

Examiner commentary
Within this 12 mark question, there were several demands on candidates. The first was to identify reasons why people choose to 
live in the suburbs. These were guided by Fig. 4 and 5 and, in order to gain credit at a Level 1, candidates needed to include these 
reasons within their answers. At this level, answers similar to this exemplar were seen where several positives of suburbs were 
included but there was no further explanation or use of the resources for development.
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Question 3(a)(i)

Exemplar 1  2 marks

[2]

Examiner commentary
The majority of candidates answered this question correctly by clearly identifying the evidence from the photograph and then 
explaining how it had affected people. In cases where candidates did not achieve full marks, they usually did not clearly link the 
evidence to the effects on people and tended to describe the photograph. 

Question 3(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question spanned two assessment objectives and required candidates to identify one piece of evidence from Fig. 7 for 1 
mark and then to explain why this evidence shows that the South Bank proposal would be beneficial to Leeds for two further 
development marks. Most candidates were able to identify the evidence but, in many cases, this was not followed up with 
developed reasons why this would be beneficial and many candidates wrote about several pieces of evidence but only one could 
be credited.

In this example, the 35,000 new jobs were identified from Fig. 7 this was then linked to more people working to boost the economy 
and a positive environment in Leeds due to people working.

[3]
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Question 3(a)(iii)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

[1]

Examiner commentary
Within the skills stated in the specification, particularly 9.1.1 (p17) related to selecting maps to present information. Candidates really 
struggled to answer this question correctly with many suggesting alternative methods of giving the information to the public, such 
as PowerPoint or leaflets rather than a different way of presenting the information in map form and a focus on the geographical 
interpretation of language in this sense would be beneficial for teachers to cover. The most common correct answers referred to GIS 
mapping or creating an overlay. 
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Question 3(b)

[6]

Exemplar 1  6 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.

Examiner commentary
This extract, however, links the businesses and flooding at the start of this paragraph. The candidates then goes on to include a link 
to the new developments at Brewery Wharf and the impact on the contemporary challenge of maintaining a strong economy. The 
impact of flooding is explored in relation to economic growth and the cost of repairs. The candidate then went on to identify and 
explain another synoptic point to gain 6 marks.

In order to support candidates more in the future, it would be very beneficial to clearly highlight the many synoptic links between 
areas of the specification and ask students to explain how they impact on each other.

Exemplar 2  1 mark

Examiner commentary
This synoptic question required candidates to bring together their understanding of flooding as a reason why river basin 
management was needed in Leeds and their understanding of contemporary challenges in the city, such as housing, jobs and 
transport. This is a difficult skill and many candidates did not manage to gain marks beyond a Level 1 due to their focus purely on 
flooding. This example is representative of many answers seen where the focus is purely on flooding and simple reference to river 
basin management but does not address how this links to contemporary challenges. 
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Question 4

Exemplar 1  11 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.

Examiner commentary
The most difficult skill required of candidates within this question proved to be the evaluation of the economic and environmental 
sustainability. Many candidates were unable to look at both positives and negatives of the environmental and economic 
sustainability in Leeds within their answer and, therefore, this was mainly seen in Level 4 responses.

This example demonstrates one part of the candidate’s evaluation where they identify ways in which Leeds achieves environmental 
sustainability through redevelopment and green space and then also explains how Leeds is not sustainable. 

In future, candidates should be encouraged to focus on decoding the question to identify the skills that are required within the two 
elements. The evaluate command word could be more accessible to the full range of candidates with increased focus on weighing 
things up e.g. positives and negatives seen in resources and examples.

[12]

Exemplar 2  8 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.
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Examiner commentary
Part 2 of the question asked candidates to suggest one way in which Leeds could attempt to achieve greater long term 
sustainability. A few candidates did refer to the South Bank proposal which, as it was outlined and stated in the resource booklet, was 
not acceptable for credit unless additional information was included that had not been included in the resource booklet.

Many candidates used flood defences and river basin management as one way to achieve long term sustainability as there was no 
specific information on ways to do this in the resource booklet.

This candidate exemplar highlights afforestation as one way to manage the river and then explains why this would be particularly 
beneficial to seeds and the impact it could have in the city. This answer, demonstrated reference to the resources, as well as 
including analysis similar to the first example, this enabled the candidate to gain marks in Level 3.

Exemplar 3  4 marks
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.
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Examiner commentary
In a similar way to 2018, the final question on the paper required examiners to consider three questions when awarding a mark. 

1) Has the candidate used the resources to analyse the economic and environmental sustainability?

2) Has the candidate explained a way to improve long-term sustainability?

3) Has the candidate evaluated the environmental and economic sustainability?

These proved to be very helpful when considering the how to award levels based on candidate’s answers.  

In the majority of cases, candidates accessing Level 2 marks, as in the exemplar, assessed and developed, using the resources, 
the level of economic and environmental sustainability in Leeds. This demonstrated an understanding of sustainability and good 
interpretation of the resources but did not show evaluation or attempt to address part 2 of the question. 
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Appendix
Below are the complete answers from the extracts included in this resource.

Question 2(c), Level 4, 11 marks
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Question 2(c), Level 2, 6 marks
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Question 2(c), Level 1, 3 marks

Question 3(b), 6 marks
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Question 4, Level 4, 11 marks
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Question 4, Level 3, 8 marks
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Question 4, Level 2, 4 marks
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