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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/315216-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-law-h415.pdf for full details of the assessment for 
this qualification. These exemplar answers should also be 
read in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.
uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/315216-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-law-h415.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/315216-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-law-h415.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/315216-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-law-h415.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1	 9 marks

Examiner commentary
The extracts above are from a Level 4 response, demonstrating excellent knowledge and understanding of the aims of sentencing. 
The candidate begins by accurately acknowledging that the aims are set out in the Criminal Justice Act 2003. The use of fully 
relevant statute(s) and/or case(s) is stated in the Response Criteria. There is limited opportunity to cite statutes/cases in this topic and 
therefore to achieve full marks, statutory reference was required. 

The second extract illustrates the candidate demonstrating good understanding of one of the five aims. The candidate has taken a 
broad approach by providing the name of the aim, giving a short description and an example to illustrate.  

Exemplar 2	 6 marks

Extract 1

Extract 2
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Examiner commentary
The candidate sets out four of the five aims of sentencing in this response. As the question specifically required an explanation of the 
five aims of sentencing, all five were required for Level 4. 

The candidate names some aims and gives differing amount of detail for each. Candidates are awarded marks by either giving a 
broad range with less detail or a narrow range with lots of details. Further development of the aims and the inclusion of reparation 
would have moved this response into Level 4. There are illustrations for rehabilitation and protection of the public. 

The candidate is accurate in naming the relevant statute. It should be noted that stating the wrong date does not detract from the 
fact there was statutory reference. Denunciation is not one of the aims set out in the Criminal Justice Act.  
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 	 5 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate is aware that that there are three divisions of the High Courts and is able to name them accurately. There is 
some reference to the jurisdiction of the Queen’s Bench Division and Family Division but stated in a basic way. There is a lack of 
understanding as to the jurisdiction of the Chancery Division. 

Whilst the response contains inaccuracies, this does not detract from the brief but accurate information provided about two of the 
three divisions. Candidates were required to provide the name and accurate detail on all three divisions to achieve Level 4.
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Exemplar 2	 4 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate names all three divisions accurately and credit is awarded.  The description of the jurisdiction of the Queen’s Bench 
division contains largely accurate information, although the description of the Family Division jurisdiction is brief. 

The knowledge and understanding is less than that demonstrated in the other exemplar for Question 2, hence the difference in 
marks. There is no understanding of the Chancery Division’s jurisdiction demonstrated. 

This response is typical of Question 2 responses. The question was not popular, with very few candidates attempting it.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 	 10 marks

Examiner commentary
The extract above illustrates a well-developed point for the purposes of a Section A discussion question. The candidate begins by 
naming a sentence which they consider will achieve the aim of protecting the public, namely a curfew, and a brief reason as to why 
is given. This is considered a point. It is worth noting that a simple statement of fact will not attract credit unless accompanied by 
some detail. The candidate continued by explaining how the curfew will protect the public by taking someone off the street. This is 
considered a development of the point.  They then finish this discussion point by adding a counter-argument. 

A range of discussion points were required for Level 4. There is no requirement that every discussion point is well developed, 
however, in order to demonstrate excellent analysis and evaluation, at least one well-developed point is required.

Exemplar 2 	 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
This extract of an answer shows a very good, detailed, developed point. Examiners identify well-developed points when they’re 
marking, but the points are not counted numerically to determine levels nor is there a cap on the marks awarded for a very well 
developed point as illustrated here. Marks are awarded for the entire discussion.

This candidate has taken a sentence some may consider unusual when considering sentences that protect the public, fines. 
However, their discussion of fines and how, in their opinion, they protect the public was both informed and detailed. The candidate 
has thought about the financial implications and quite accurately assesses the impact of a financial penalty and how that may 
make offenders think twice before committing other offences. They conclude by acknowledging that this may not work for some. A 
detailed and focused discussion point.  
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 	 9 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate sets out, in their opinion, a benefit of using the civil courts to solve a dispute – the use of judges. There was no 
additional credit for naming the types of judges. The candidate develops this point by explaining that the intensive training should 
mostly create correct and fair rulings. 

This candidate gave a range of similarly set out discussion points, omitting the well-developed discussion points needed for the top 
Level. Very little ‘extra’ was required for the point illustrated above to be considered well-developed. 

Exemplar 2	 5 marks

Examiner commentary
In this extract, the candidate has explained that a benefit of using the civil courts to solve a dispute is the binding decision. The 
‘binding’ point is developed by adding that this stops people going back on the decision. 

As the next ‘point’ is not linked to the issue of binding decisions – the time-consuming, structured nature of the court, it is 
considered a new discussion point and not a well-developed point (needed for the higher levels). 

The candidate needed more detailed developed discussion points to achieve the higher levels.  
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Question 5

Exemplar 1	 25 marks

Examiner commentary
The script was awarded full marks.  This extract illustrates one of several ways a candidate can approach an application question, as 
there is no set or preferred way of setting out AO1 and AO2 information.

The extract shows excellent knowledge and understanding of s3 Theft Act. The candidate explains what is meant by appropriation, 
citing both statutory reference and cases. It is important to note that simply naming the case does not detract from the fact that 
there has been a wide range of relevant cases cited. This candidate continued with this approach when addressing all elements of 
the Theft Act. 

The candidate concluded by advising Hamza that he would be criminally liable for the theft of laptop, plants and money as per the 
question.
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Exemplar 2	 14 marks

Examiner commentary
The scenario was set out in a way that gave candidates the opportunity to demonstrate both AO1 knowledge and the ability to 
apply that AO1 in a brief and succinct fashion to achieve AO2 marks.  

Excellent knowledge and understanding of theft is demonstrated by this candidate. However, as this extract illustrates, many 
candidates included irrelevant information. This candidate explains s.4 Property, what property and then uses many cases to 
illustrate their point. AO1, Level 4 states ‘excellent citation of fully relevant case law’. Credit is not available for the ‘quantity’ of cases 
used, unless they are all relevant. 

Time management is crucial in this examination. In this case, the candidate appears to have spent so much time setting out all their 
theft AO1 knowledge, they did not leave time for application. The four AO2 marks awarded came at the end in the conclusion when 
briefly advising Hamza that he would be criminally liable for the theft. 
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Question 6

Exemplar 1	 22 marks
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Examiner commentary
This extract illustrates a candidate who has chosen to set out their AO1 knowledge of robbery first before applying that AO1 to the 
given scenario. The candidate is methodical in their approach and works succinctly through the relevant parts using case illustrations 
throughout. 

The candidate mentions theft briefly, twice. To start their AO1 the candidate states accurately that there must be a complete theft, 
with case illustration. Theft is referred to again at the end when they finish by stating that the mens rea for robbery is the same as 
theft. These brief mentions of theft are adequate for a robbery scenario. The candidate took the same approach to the burglary part 
of the response. 

It is important to note that there is no set format to use when answering application questions; this is an illustration of one of several 
ways.

Exemplar 2	 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The extract above illustrates a candidate beginning their response by setting out and applying all the elements of theft, even 
though the question expressly directed candidates to advise whether Dean is liable for robbery. This candidate wrote two sides on 
theft, but such explanations are not relevant for this question. The robbery is the key element requiring explanation and application. 
The candidate appeared to lose focus once all the elements of theft had been stated and as a result, their robbery AO1 and AO2 was 
rushed and was not as detailed.
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Questions 7 and 10

Exemplar 1	 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
This extract illustrates a comprehensive discussion on euthanasia. It is an extensively well-developed point focused on whether, in 
their opinion; the defence of consent is fit for purpose. 

The candidate is aware there are conflicting issues around consent and euthanasia. There is discussion of the current law, thus 
making it a very topical and emotive discussion point. The candidate addresses the issue of balancing personal autonomy against 
the need for reform and acknowledges that despite all the arguments for a change, there has been a failure to reform the area. 

The extract above illustrates a mix of both AO1 and AO3 when addressing one issue in detail. There is no set way of answering an 
evaluation/essay question. Candidates may address a few points in great detail or alternatively may look at a wide range of issues in 
less detail. Candidates need to focus on the question and ensure that their points are fully discussed and developed, as illustrated 
here.  

Exemplar 2	 24 marks

Examiner commentary
Level 2, 3 and 4 descriptors all emphasise the need for a form of conclusion. Level 4 AO3 states ‘key points are fully discussed and 
fully developed to reach a valid conclusion’. The conclusion therefore is an essential part of AO3. 

This extract shows a succinct and precise conclusion that satisfies the Level 4 AO3 descriptor. There is no requirement that 
candidates re-write their discussion points in the conclusion and no additional credit is available for such an approach.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1	 13 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

19

A Level Law

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
This response illustrates a candidate setting out clearly but succinctly the relevant legal rules, in particular, the actus reus elements 
including causation. The candidate takes one actus reus element at a time and uses it effectively to apply to the situation involving 
Susan.   The extract is useful in showing how breadth of knowledge is all that is needed. There is no requirement for in-depth 
knowledge of each element.

Exemplar 2	 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
This extract illustrates a candidate who had chosen to set out the AO1 to begin with and once that is done, the AO1 is applied to 
the two deaths (AO2). The candidate demonstrates excellent knowledge and understanding of all the elements of murder. There is 
excellent citation of fully relevant case law throughout. Note the candidate does not go into detail of the cases, merely using them 
to illustrate each point, using their time effectively. Equal amount of time is given to AO1 and AO2. 

To end the answer the candidate goes back to the question and advises whether Jane is criminally liable for the murder of Susan and 
the murder of Susan’s unborn child.
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Question 9

Exemplar 1	 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate begins by addressing two elements of diminished responsibility: abnormality of mental functioning and recognised 
medical condition (not in that order). 

There is some reference to Kelvin’s consumption of alcohol. A full and detailed discussion of intoxication was not necessary for full 
marks, but some acknowledgment in terms of AO1 and AO2 was. This candidate acknowledges the issue and takes account of 
Kelvins drinking, this was considered adequate and therefore creditworthy.

The candidate applies the law to Kelvin’s situation, in a basic fashion with little depth or detail. Had there been, for example, greater 
detail on the issues of Kelvin drinking, linking whether it would be covered by the principle in Dietschmann or if Kelvin was suffering 
from alcohol dependency syndrome, the response would have moved up a Level. Substantial impairment is not addressed, as a 
result the information provided indicates basic knowledge and understanding of diminished responsibility. The lack of statutory 
reference and/or case authority dictates that AO1 has to be Level 2.  

Exemplar 2	 25 marks

Examiner commentary
The perfect start and finish. Whilst a conclusion is essential for full AO2 marks, an introduction is not. However, these extracts 
illustrate the benefit of both. The candidate begins by explaining where diminished responsibility fits in, in terms of it being a partial 
defence. They explain that it is governed by statute and what the consequences of a successful plea of diminished responsibility are. 
The introduction indicates the candidate knows the area of law and why it is used.

To end, the candidate goes back to the question and does as asked, advises whether Kalvin can avoid liability for murder by using 
the defence of diminished responsibility, succinctly and accurately.  Answering the question is a must for top Level 4 marks.

Extract 1

Extract 2
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Appendix
Full exemplar answers for questions 1, 5, 6, 7 and 9. Provided for information.

Question 1, Exemplar 1
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Question 5, Exemplar 1



Exemplar Candidate Work

26

A Level Law

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

27

A Level Law

© OCR 2019

Question 5, Exemplar 2
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Question 6, Exemplar 1
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Question 6, Exemplar 2



Exemplar Candidate Work

36

A Level Law

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

37

A Level Law

© OCR 2019

Question 7, Exemplars 1 and 2
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Question 9, Exemplar 1
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Question 9, Exemplar 2
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