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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/media-studies-h009-
h409-from-2017/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/media-studies-h009-h409-from-2017/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/media-studies-h009-h409-from-2017/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/media-studies-h009-h409-from-2017/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 8 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
The answer offers a good example of a typical Level 3 response. The candidate has discussed the representations on both of the 
front covers with a balanced level of detail, considering both social and cultural contexts (particularly in relation to Theresa May as a 
cultural figure and the social implications of her political affiliation in relation to those of the two papers). Hall is applied throughout 
as a key element of this analysis with some detailed consideration of how his ideas are evident within the different sources.  The 
candidate clearly has a very good level of knowledge and understanding of the newspaper industry and has applied this well to 
the areas of focus covered by the question. The key points to note are the seeding of Hall throughout the answer, the equal weight 
given to the two front covers and the attempt to explore the social and cultural implications in relation to the specifics of the front 
covers (as opposed to the more general analyses offered by less successful answers); in order to be placed higher in the level, the 
consideration of cultural contexts might have been a little more secure.
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Exemplar 2 6 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
This is a high Level 2 response since adequate coverage of all the required elements of the question are evident, although some 
areas are not quite dealt with in enough depth to place it in the highest level. The candidate clearly has knowledge of Hall and is 
able to apply this, albeit in a somewhat adequate manner, to the front pages of both newspapers. Furthermore, the candidate has 
been able to apply their knowledge of media language (e.g. the use of the terms “splash” and “off lead”) and representation (the 
ideological biases of the two newspapers) to the analysis. There is a slight weighting towards the content of the Daily Mail and a 
sense that sometimes the application of Hall is slightly incidental to the analysis (particularly the final paragraph). Social and cultural 
contexts have not been as clearly considered in relation to the Daily Mirror. Some irrelevant points are made (for example, the 
opening sentence of the third paragraph). There is also evidence that the candidate is evaluating Hall’s theory, which is not assessed 
in this question. A more balanced approach in relation to the two products and a closer adherence to the question would have 
improved this answer and allowed for a Level 3 mark to be given.
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Exemplar 3 2 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
The answer is typical of a mid-Level 1 response since, although the candidate has written a fair amount, there is very little which 
actually meets the requirements of the question which has been asked. Although the candidate has covered both sources, the 
analysis provided is simplistic at best and deals very much with surface ideas. Some of the analysis is not particularly relevant or 
accurate (for example, the assertions in the opening paragraph). Furthermore, the analysis does not really consider the cultural 
dimension at all, although the socio-cultural aspect (in this case, the representation of Theresa May as a leadership figure) has been 
dealt with in a fairly basic manner later – this is where the candidate’s marks have come from. Critically, there is no evidence (either 
implicit or explicit) that Hall’s theory has been applied, meaning that marks beyond Level 1 are not appropriate. Had the candidate 
included some application of Hall’s theory, marks within Level 2 might have been possible; for questions covering theorists, 
candidates must make sure some consideration of the relevant theory can be seen.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 5 marks AO1, 10 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
Question 2 is an extended response question and requires candidates to demonstrate not only knowledge and understanding but 
also the ability to analyse unseen media products and offer judgements based on an area outlined by the question. In this case, 
candidates were required to outline their understanding of tabloid newspaper conventions, analysing these in relation to the two 
sources and offering an opinion relating to representation, specifically viewpoints and ideologies.

AO1: The candidate presents a comprehensive understanding of tabloid conventions, using the cues in the question as a launching 
point for a very detailed appreciation of the genre. The use of appropriate terminology is evident throughout and the candidate is 
both fluent and fluid in their application of appropriate vocabulary to offer a detailed response which communicates a high level 
of knowledge. This is layered throughout the answer, showing that the candidate understands the specific requirements of the 
extended response question as well as an appreciation of essay structure. There is little else the candidate might be expected to do 
to demonstrate AO1 and so this allowed a top Level 3 mark to be given.

AO2: The candidate has presented an exceptionally detailed analysis of both front covers which includes a focused and valid 
exploration of how the newspapers demonstrate a range of contrasts (exemplified and supported by a high level of knowledge 
which is applied effectively as noted above). This is sustained throughout the answer and provides a structure for the extended 
response which allows the candidate to demonstrate the perspective and logical approach required to meet the requirements of 
Level 3. The candidate has also used their deeper awareness of newspapers and particularly the Daily Mail to offer a well-balanced 
argument regarding the ways in which viewpoints and ideologies are expressed within both sources; again, the quality of the 
analysis can be regarded as both in-depth and highly-developed, meeting the requirements of Level 3. Overall, the response 
exemplifies an excellent level of analysis covering both AO2:1 (analysis) and AO2:3 (judgements) leading to a top Level 3 mark being 
given.
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Exemplar 2 4 marks AO1, 9 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate successfully demonstrates knowledge of a range of conventions of tabloid newspapers and this is sustained 
throughout the answer creating a successfully integrated response. The conventions of tabloid front pages are explored beyond the 
cues given within the question (although these are explored as required by the bullet points) and critically the response considers 
elements such as language and vocabulary as well as technical terminology such as “copy”. A number of examples are offered to 
support this. The candidate has used the term “logo” instead of “masthead”; since this is quite a significant mix-up, it explains why 
the candidate has not achieved full marks for AO1. Ideally, within an extended response question such as this, candidates will 
demonstrate their knowledge through application as is the case here.

AO2: The candidate has presented a very detailed comparison of how the two sources utilise the various elements of media 
language outlined in the question, providing examples from both. Crucially, as noted above, this discussion is integrated across the 
answer, for example, the consideration of how Theresa May’s image is used in different ways across each front cover contains both 
technical analysis of the image in relation to the paralanguage exemplified and offers a very clear judgement with regard to how 
the newspapers communicate their ideological positions. The response is exceptionally confident in its use of media terminology 
(marked within AO1) to justify the arguments presented and this, in combination with the detailed discussion of both image and 
text as well as the detailed examples given explain why this answer was placed high in the top level.



Exemplar Candidate Work

18

A Level Media Studies

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 3 3 marks AO1, 5 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate is reasonably successful in their consideration of the conventions of tabloid newspapers, more so with the Daily 
Mirror compared to the Daily Mail, where there is perhaps slightly less evidence of the detailed knowledge required by a top-level 
answer. In general, the use of terminology is reasonable and the level of knowledge demonstrated is adequate but could not really 
be regarded as comprehensive; in order to move into the next level a more detailed overview of specific tabloid conventions as well 
as a more confident use of terminology would be required.

AO2: The analysis of the two sources does cover most of the requirements of the question with quite a few of the conventions 
outlined being explored (for example, the use of written conventions) but none are really covered in a manner which goes beyond 
adequate. These discussions are tied into a consideration of both newspapers’ ideologies which allows for some exploration of how 
viewpoints are constructed. There is a fairly clear consideration of the contrasts between the two front covers and this is seeded 
throughout the answer. However, the candidate is less successful in demonstrating AO2.3, with less evidence of judgement being 
seen. This lack of depth has resulted in a slightly unbalanced answer leading to a mark in Level 2. In order for a secure mark in Level 
3 to be achieved, the analysis would need a slightly less superficial approach and the element of judgement would need to be more 
explicit.

Exemplar 4 1 mark AO1, 3 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate does not really demonstrate much understanding of the conventions of tabloids, although has been credited 
for some minimal knowledge of newspapers in general. There is little use of appropriate terminology and given this lack of detail, 
particularly considering the specific focus of the question, it is impossible to place this answer beyond Level 1 for AO1.

AO2: Given that the candidate does mention both sources, considers (at a basic level) the ideological aspects and does offer 
a simplistic analysis of some of the conventions (such as the use of image), there is enough here to allow for a mark at the top 
of Level 1. However, since this is an extended response question, the very limited focus, the lack of comparison and the overall 
disorganisation of the answer mean that it is not possible to be placed beyond this. To achieve a mark in Level 2, this candidate 
would need to explore several other elements of the sources in comparison (AO2:1) and offer a clearer judgement in order to meet 
the requirements of AO2:3.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 9 marks AO1
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Examiner commentary
The question is focused on media contexts as related to the newspaper industry. In this answer the candidate has offered several 
valid examples demonstrating both knowledge and understanding of how newspaper distribution is affected by economic 
contexts. Examples cover both the Daily Mail and The Guardian in roughly equal order and provide evidence that the candidate 
understands a range of different funding models (advertising, subscription, direct sales) as well as distribution methods (online, app, 
print copies). There is also exploration of how the economic pressures facing newspapers have led to shifts in audience profile and 
developments in distribution methods. The candidate’s ideas are presented in a straightforward way and almost all are valid and 
considered in some detail, with a comprehensive range of points being covered, meaning that all of the requirements of Level 3 
have been met.

Exemplar 2 6 marks AO1
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Examiner commentary
This answer is typical of a high Level 2 response. The candidate has covered a range of different economic contexts which influence 
newspapers but there is a slightly scattergun approach and the level of detail provided is not particularly deep – adequate more 
than comprehensive. In some cases, the candidate has made the same point twice (for example, about The Guardian’s target 
audience and its not-for-profit funding model) and there are some inaccuracies (the Daily Mail is not owned by Rupert Murdoch). 
Crucially, the candidate has focused more on the funding of newspapers than their distribution (which is only discussed in a 
superficial manner) and so one of the critical requirements of the question has not been fully met. Had the candidate tied in the 
broader economic discussion to the specifics of distribution, a mark in Level 3 might have been possible.

Exemplar 3 3 marks AO1
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Examiner commentary
This answer exemplifies a Level 1 response. In this case the candidate has only slightly touched on the requirements of the 
question. There is some limited understanding of economic contexts (more in relation to The Guardian than the Daily Mail) whilst 
consideration of distribution is almost solely limited to the discussion of The Guardian, with very little exploration beyond an 
understanding that the newspaper is available both online and in a printed version; there is little to tie the economic contexts to the 
distribution suggesting a lack of knowledge and understanding. Furthermore, the first paragraph contains inaccuracies relating to 
the Daily Mail’s ownership and editorial stance whilst the point about advertising is not explained in relation to the question’s focus 
on distribution. 
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 10 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
Question 4 requires candidates to evaluate academic theories via application of the theoretical framework, in this case a 
consideration of audiences in relation to online newspapers. Although not a requirement of the question, stronger answers 
tended to consider both the pros and cons of the chosen theory with this consideration being embedded within a comprehensive 
understanding of the question’s focus. This answer exemplifies such a successful approach. The candidate does not spend 
much time explaining Bandura’s theory but rather summarises it in a concise and relevant manner; the nature of the discussion 
demonstrates a clear understanding of Bandura’s ideas as exemplified by application (for example, the initial points about how 
both MailOnline and The Guardian use language to influence their audiences). MailOnline and The Guardian are given equal weight 
by the candidate whilst each example is supported by the evaluation required by the question. Furthermore, the candidate has 
considered in some detail why Bandura’s theory might not be particularly relevant in an online world, using appropriate terminology 
to outline their judgement in a comprehensive and knowledgeable manner. Since the answer focuses clearly on the application of 
Bandura to the specific areas outlined by the question and since the evaluation is applied throughout to both products equally, this 
a comprehensive response and as such deserving of a top Level 3 mark.

Exemplar 2 7 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has explored Jenkins’ theory in a reasonable amount of detail which just moves into the comprehensive approach 
required to be placed in Level 3. The candidate does not spend a great deal of time in explaining Jenkins’ ideas but rather presents 
them in a context relevant to the question (in this case the comments sections of the two websites) before moving into the more 
detailed exploration. The answer offers several examples of how Jenkins might be applied to the two online sources and both 
The Guardian and MailOnline are discussed (although this is weighted towards the latter). There is evidence that the candidate 
has attempted to consider some of the less effective elements of Jenkins’ work in this context, particularly the notions of ‘textual 
poachers’; this is a little more perfunctory and lacks the comprehensive quality of the initial sections of the answer. Furthermore, 
the answer is predominantly focused on how Jenkins might be used rather than an evaluation of how useful the theory is when 
examining audience response.

Exemplar 3 4 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
This answer exemplifies a solid mid-Level 2 answer, since although there is a fair attempt to apply Bandura’s ideas to both MailOnline 
and The Guardian, there is a lot of irrelevant detail and only an adequate amount of analysis. The answer does offer a simplistic 
interpretation of Bandura’s theory and a general application of this to both of the newspapers using very general (and possibly 
inaccurate) examples. The point made about social class is interesting and offers some evidence that the candidate is trying to apply 
Bandura’s ideas. There is an adequate attempt to evaluate Bandura’s theory although the candidate’s judgements are not really 
backed up and the lack of an alternative viewpoint limits the effectiveness of the argument. The points made about The Guardian 
and MailOnline could really be levelled at their print editions as much as their online iterations (for example, there is no consideration 
of the effect of comments, which are perhaps fundamental to a broader evaluation of any effects theory, particularly Bandura’s). The 
candidate has been credited for discussing both newspapers and Bandura is discussed throughout, so the answer can be regarded 
as adequate and meets many of the Level 2 requirements.

Exemplar 4 3 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
This answer exemplifies a typical Level 1 response. The candidate demonstrates a minimal understanding of Jenkins’ theory – there is 
some awareness of the online dimension, particularly the way that audiences can participate through leaving comments. The notion 
of active rather than passive audiences is also relevant. However, much of the answer is generalised with little specific discussion of 
either The Guardian or MailOnline. Furthermore, the very limited amount of evaluation (the candidate notes that Jenkins’ theory is a 
“good example” is basically the only evidence of this) coupled with the lack of relevant examples limit the marks which can be given 
to Level 1. Had the candidate presented more of a justification for their opinion or offered more specific exemplification there might 
have been scope for a slightly higher mark to be given.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 9 marks AO1
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Examiner commentary
Question 5 asks students to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework through the consideration 
of a specific media form, in this case music video. The candidate has very clearly explored the question requirements in relation 
to media language, viewpoints and ideologies using Unfinished Sympathy as a focus. The candidate attempts to tie in a general 
knowledge about the group, its background and its positioning within 90s culture with a more specific focus on how the assumed 
viewpoints and ideologies of the group are exemplified within the video. This touches on several elements demonstrating a 
comprehensive and detailed level of knowledge and understanding. Issues covered include race, gender, social deprivation and gun 
control amongst others. Each area is discussed with exemplification from the video including appropriate reference to elements 
such as mise-en-scene and camerawork. The answer therefore covers almost all of the requirements of the question; the only area 
where a slight improvement might have been made is that the question expects a slightly more general consideration of music 
video as a form as well as the discussion of a specific video. This is something for candidates to consider in general with knowledge 
and understanding questions (AO1) which will typically use the command word ‘explain’ and require a broader explanation than is 
provided here.  However, the candidate has been credited for their clear and unambiguous knowledge and understanding which in 
all other respects meets every assessment objective.

Exemplar 2 7 marks AO1
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Examiner commentary
The discussion of Heaven is a good example of an answer which, had the candidate written slightly more in the same vein, would 
have been likely to achieve a mark at the upper end of Level 3. Although the answer demonstrates some very good points about 
how the imagery within the video expresses particular viewpoints and ideologies in relation to religious iconography, the strong 
opening is not sustained, leading to an unbalanced answer which ends in a somewhat perfunctory way. Considering the range 
of ideas outlined in the opening paragraph, it is unfortunate that the candidate spent the bulk of the answer focusing on a single 
ideological stance rather than presenting a broader understanding. The paragraph on poverty lacks the same level of insight and as 
such the answer is not quite comprehensive enough to justify a mark higher in the level. It should also be noted that the candidate 
has only considered the video for Heaven rather than considering the video within the broader area of music video as a media 
form; a brief discussion of this within the opening paragraph might have allowed for a more secure Level 3 mark to be given.

Exemplar 3 6 marks AO1
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Examiner commentary
This answer is typical for those placed at the top of Level 2. In some respects, the consideration of viewpoints and ideologies 
within Burn the Witch is reasonably apt (for example, the initial ideas about the role of the inspector and the conclusion). However, 
a proportion of the answer is narrative, describing the action in the video with little consideration of ideologies or viewpoints (for 
example, much of the opening paragraph) whilst the point about Brexit (although not penalised for being factually wrong) is not 
really justified by the example given, leading to an answer which only really offers a couple of relevant points. As well as this, the 
answer focuses solely on the Radiohead video rather than offering the more general knowledge and understanding of music video 
asked for in the question.

Exemplar 4 5 marks AO1
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Examiner commentary
This answer demonstrates a common characteristic of less effective candidate responses, stating a great deal of information about 
the content of the chosen video (in this case Stop Where You Are) without really considering whether some of the points made 
were relevant to the question being asked. In some places, the answer is effective in its use of knowledge and understanding (for 
example, the reference to the song’s possible personal meaning with regard to Rae’s husband’s death, the consideration of social 
stereotypes). These are sometimes considered with reference to particular elements of media language found within the video (for 
example, certain shots which are described). However, the candidate lapses into listing elements without really discussing them in 
detail, making the same point about stereotypes several times. Furthermore, the final point about Rae’s representation of herself 
does not quite tie into the rest of the answer and lacks justification. Overall, that candidate has been reasonably successful in the 
discussion of media language but has not really provided the range of ideas required for the answer to be placed much higher 
than mid-Level 2. A slightly broader perspective coupled with a little more clarity in the final paragraphs would have improved this 
response.
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Exemplar 5 4 marks AO1
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Examiner commentary
This candidate has begun by positioning the video under consideration (Titanium) in the broader context of the form. However, the 
opening comment (a digest of part of Goodwin’s ideas about music video) do not really link directly to the question. The candidate 
does try and identify some ideological elements within the narrative (for example, the representation of race within a 1980s 
homage and the reasonable discussion of whether the boy in the video is an avatar for Guetta himself ). However, the consideration 
of media language is simplistic at best and the consideration of viewpoints and ideologies is adequate at best. The discussion of 
intertextuality is, in this context, irrelevant (since the candidate does not link these ideas with the question’s focus) and is a typical 
example of a candidate shoehorning in elements of their study without really considering how to link them into the question. 
Overall, there is just enough here to be regarded as adequate; more reference to the video itself and clearer consideration of the 
representational elements would have allowed for a higher mark to be given.

Exemplar 6 2 marks AO1

Examiner commentary
The most obvious issue with this answer is its length. The candidate makes one point (about the American dream) and offers some 
attempt to contextualise this but reference to the video is only tangential and there is little justification offered. Credit has been 
given for some consideration of ideologies and viewpoints as well as an attempt to consider some aspect of how the audience 
might interpret the ideas on offer, but these are minimal at best and so a mark in Level 1 is appropriate; there is enough accuracy to 
move beyond the very bottom, but little else to allow for a higher mark to be justified. 
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Source C
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Question 6

Exemplar 1 13 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
Question 6 focused on the analysis of an unseen advert for a homelessness charity. The advert, for an organisation called Simon 
on the Streets, was considered in relation to values, attitudes and beliefs. There was also a requirement for candidates to consider 
possible audience response, providing a personal judgement.

This answer demonstrates a confident Level 3 response. The candidate has explored a range of elements of the advert in depth – 
there are detailed discussions of the use of imagery (particularly the QR code), colour, tone and text. Each element is discussed in 
relation to both the values and attitudes of the organisation as suggested by the media language (for example the charity “turn[ing] 
their lives around”) and of the society the advert is aimed at (the concern that homeless people may spend money on drugs). This 
is then linked to the potential audience reaction, with the candidate offering a judgement on how this might be interpreted (“the 
poster required the audience to be active...”)

The success of the answer is also linked to the integration of both elements of the AO throughout each part of the discussion, so 
each point made links the analysis with the judgement. The answer is very well structured, with an introduction clearly setting 
out the candidate’s initial ideas and a conclusion which summarises them well and synthesises the points made. The amount of 
analysis is appropriate for a 15 mark question. The use of appropriate terminology throughout further demonstrates the candidate’s 
comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework through making consistently logical connections and 
offering a good line of reasoning. To achieve a mark at the very top of the level, the candidate might have discussed alternative 
audience responses in a little more depth, since there is no real consideration of how or whether the poster might not connect with 
some audiences; this aspect was a little less well developed than the other elements of the answer.  
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Exemplar 2 10 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
This candidate presents a typical top Level 2 response which, had there been a little more depth of analysis and a little more 
judgement in relation to audience response, might have moved into Level 3. The answer does attempt to provide a reasonably 
detailed analysis of some elements of the advert, focusing on both text and image, but there is little here which could be regarded 
as more than adequate (the discussion of colour in the third paragraph is perhaps the most successful element of this). Similarly, 
there are moments where the consideration of audience response moves towards being accomplished and developed (for example, 
the arguments made in the penultimate paragraph about how audiences might respond to the images of others scanning the QR 
code). However, this is not sustained throughout the answer. 

Although there is evidence of both parts of the AO being met, this varies in depth leading to an inconsistent demonstration of 
analytical skill. Appropriate terminology has been used on some occasions (for example, the mention of a “long shot”, the mention 
of signs and signifiers) but again this is not applied quite as effectively as it might have been. It is evident that the candidate has 
attempted to discuss the key requirements of the question, since all of the ideas are framed around values and beliefs, and this has 
led to the answer being placed at the top of Level 2. In order to be marked higher, the candidate would have needed to organise 
their response a little more logically and make sure that each section of the analysis included the convincing, perceptive and 
accurate analysis occasionally seen.
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Exemplar 3 7 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
This response was typical of a low Level 2 answer since some elements are adequate whilst others are clearly closer to being 
minimal. The focus is predominantly on the images, mainly the locations and the QR code. There is some attempt made to tie an 
analysis of these into the requirements of the question, for example, the ways in which the positioning of the code in particular 
places is designed to emulate the discomfort felt by the homeless which implicitly reflects “the social context of homelessness” 
and thus “encourage [the audience] to donate”. However, the other points made are not developed – the second paragraph starts 
well but does not really explain how and why this idea might influence an audience whilst the third and final paragraph is quite 
descriptive and includes a discussion of economic contexts which has little to do with the focus of the question; audiences are only 
implicitly mentioned.

Overall, there was enough here to allow a secure Level 2 mark to be given since several adequate points were made, but the lack of 
structure, inconsistent analysis and superficial consideration of audience meant that a mark lower in the level was appropriate.

Exemplar 4 4 marks AO2
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Examiner commentary
This answer has been placed in Level 1 due to the somewhat simplistic tone of the response and the minimal levels of analysis 
and discussion. The candidate focuses solely on the images within the advert and generally describes the content of these using 
little media-specific terminology. The analysis is often superficial (for example, the point about location in the opening paragraph 
or the discussion of the “barcode” in the second) and sometimes irrelevant (the third paragraph suggests that the advert “makes 
homeless people seem [like] regular people in society” but does not justify or explain this; there is little in the advert to support this 
assertation).

There is, however, an attempt to consider the representation and audience elements of the question and this allows a mark higher 
in the level to be given. For example, the first two paragraphs do offer some minimal consideration of audience response whilst the 
final paragraph offers a basic reflection on values and beliefs relating to the homeless. The candidate has therefore been credited 
with meeting all three requirements of the assessment criteria and as such can be placed towards the upper end of the level.
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