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Simply click on File > Export to and 
select Microsoft Word
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page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open 
the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)
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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-
music-j536.pdf for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

Please note, the audio files in this document are 
also in the separate zip folder.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-music-j536.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-music-j536.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-music-j536.pdf
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Exemplar 1
Contemporary dance style song 30 marks

Click here 
to listen
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Examiner commentary
Compositions in the 26-30 mark band are musically accomplished and stylish, and display excellent development of ideas. This is an 
impressive composition that completely meets all the descriptors of this band. The work demonstrates an accomplished control of 
melody and harmony, texture, structure, and timbre, allied to extremely confident control of the ICT production. The FX are applied 
with a high degree of musicality.

Musically this piece could be regarded as having a relatively simple chord sequence and melody. The harmony does however 
go beyond the standard four chord patterns of many pieces in this genre, and the use of the ‘sus4th’ chord indicates higher-level 
musical awareness. Despite the vocal melody having a fairly narrow pitch range, the multiple vocal backing layers add increasingly 
complex layers of interest as the piece progresses, thus enabling the musical ideas to develop. The manipulation of the vocal tracks is 
in fact highly sophisticated and effective.

Another impressive feature of this work is the musical control of texture and timbre, which is enhanced by the production detail of 
the final mix. Even though many of the musical motifs are generated by FX such as arpeggiators, there is no doubt that the learner 
has applied and controlled these appropriately to create an excellent musical impact. 

Compositions submitted for GCSE in this contemporary genre are frequently over dependent on repetition, and are rarely able to 
sustain the interest of the listener for more than a couple of minutes. Although this is an extended piece of work with a duration 
of five minutes, there is always fresh musical interest being added that creates the development of ideas that is so often missing in 
work of this type.

The score evidence is good. It would not be possible to submit this work as conventional notation.
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Exemplar 2
Club dance: ICT production  7 marks

Click here 
to listen
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Examiner commentary
Compositions in the 6-10 mark band are musically simple, and tend to be either too short to enable the musical ideas to be 
developed, or excessively long and meandering.

This piece is of the long and meandering variety. The musical ideas are quite basic; essentially little more than riffs or motifs based 
on block and triadic chord patterns, using only a very limited range of chords.  The pitch range of these motifs is limited and there 
are frequent clashes with the chords. Dynamic variation is nil, and development is limited to a small range of rhythmic variations. 
There is some attempt to create textural variation between the pitched parts, and the simple drum part is brought in and out of the 
texture to add further interest. 

Overall, this is predictable repetitive music that is excessively long for the quality and range of the musical ideas.

The screenshot score shows the textural variations in the piece. It also confirms the degree of straight repetition within the music. 
The written account is a welcome attempt to write about the musical content of the composition, but it also tends to be evaluative 
rather than factual at times. 
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Exemplar 3
Pop song 18 marks

Click here 
to listen
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Examiner commentary
Compositions in the 16-20 band are typified by functionality. A range of elements is used with some musical success, but the ideas 
lack imagination. This type of composition can be ‘taught’ as a whole class exercise as it can be built in layers. Choose four chords, 
and then add a bass line, and a simple kit part. The melody can then be created by following the outline of the notes of the chord 
pattern. Further enhancements can be added by varying the textures of the chord parts, and the complexity of the Bass and Drum 
part. Further development can be achieved with contrasting sections using different chords, melodies and textures. 

This pop song meets the descriptors of the 16-20 mark band. The melody works, although it is not that imaginative due to the 
narrow pitch range, and the fact that it only really follows the chord notes. It is rhythmically repetitive, and the contrast between the 
verse and chorus is not particularly defined.

Harmonically, the song is based on the same four chords for both the verse and chorus, but the addition of the Bridge section 
provides a short section of contrasting chords, and a contrast of melody. 

The song has an accompaniment for Piano, Bass, and Drums. It is quite functional, but it works. The texture of the accompaniment is 
very similar throughout the verse and chorus, but there is some contrast in the Bridge. 

Overall, the melody, harmony, timbre, texture and structure are straightforward but successful. In addition to this, the vocal 
inflections in the melody achieved by the live performance of the learner help to make an ordinary melody feel quite convincing. If 
this had been an instrumental melody, the assessment could well have been slightly lower. 

The score evidence provides a lyric sheet with chords, and a print out of the accompaniment score. The melody line is not notated, 
but as this is performed by the learner this is acceptable. If another singer had performed the song, the precise notation would have 
to be provided.
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Exemplar 4
Drumming madness 20 marks

Click here 
to listen
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Examiner commentary
For a rhythm composition to achieve high marks, the absence of melody and harmony means that there has to be significant use of 
a range and combination of the other elements in the piece. In addition to this, the piece would require clear development of ideas.

In this drum kit composition, there are a number of positive points immediately evident. The piece is built on a strong ABA1 
structure: each section is made up of four bar phrases that always end with a fill. Every set of four bars has variations to the patterns, 
as do the fills. All of this shows development of ideas, as opposed to straight repetition.

As well as rhythmic contrast, Section B also provides a contrast of timbre by using the tom toms more prominently. Dynamics are 
also used effectively throughout the piece, and especially so in the B section. Articulation is also used to good effect to provide a 
range of accents. The composition makes good use of all the components of the drum kit. 

These factors are features of the 21-25 mark band. However the big limiting factor of this piece, as with many Drum kit compositions, 
is the dependence on standard rock rhythms, especially in the outer A sections. This limits the originality of the composition, and a 
mark at the top of the 16-20 band is therefore appropriate. 

The hand notated score is clear and accurate, and contains all the performance detail required. 
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