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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-
music-j536.pdf for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-music-j536.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-music-j536.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-music-j536.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1 (a)

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This answer is correct. The scalic option at the top was not often given showing that most candidates recognised that the notes 
did not ascend in step. The other answers were all seen regularly indicating that candidates were not confident about the aural 
recognition of the intervals between the notes. Practice at this type of aural perception is essential to help candidates gain 
confidence with this type of question. 
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Question 1(b)(i)
Exemplar 1 0 marks

Examiner commentary
‘Bass drum’ was a common wrong answer. Some candidates may not have read the question carefully enough while others might 
not have thought through the difference between a pitched and unpitched percussion instrument. In either case the candidate 
should have been able to avoid this sort of answer. The answer of drum was also seen which is rarely accepted because it is not 
precise enough. There are hundreds of different types of drum. 

Question 1(b)(i) and (ii)
Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The answer given to 1b(i) was timpani which was correct. The candidate has then gone on to provide a comprehensive answer for 
1b(ii). They have focused on the instrument in question and given accurate detail of ‘roll’, ‘quaver’ and ‘in-between the trumpet’. 
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Question 1(b)(ii)
Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This candidate gave organ for the answer to Question 1b(i) which was wrong. The question asks for the name of the pitched 
percussion instrument which the organ is not. It is important for candidates to read and listen to the questions carefully so that 
mistakes like this can be avoided. 

The answers to 1b(ii) are therefore not correct because they do not focus on the correct instrument. 

Examiner commentary
This candidate wrote the correct answer of timpani for part (i) but then did not refer part (ii) of the answer to the instrument in 
question. ‘Crescendo’ was a correct answer because the timpani did get louder but unison of the brass was an inappropriate answer 
because it did not refer to features that the timpani played but rather to other parts of the music. Focus on the individual question is 
really important if candidates are to avoid this type of error. 
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Question 1(d)
Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
Candidates often cross answers out and rewrite – this is not a problem for the examiners. However, it is always a shame when a 
candidate crosses out an answer which is correct. ‘Brass’ would have gained a mark but it cannot be given because it has been 
crossed out by the candidate. ‘Major key’ was obviously added back as an afterthought and was able to gain a mark. 

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Exemplar 3 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate gained marks here for answers that should have been given in 1b. Timpani was the correct answer for 1b(i) and roll 
for 1b(ii). This candidate wrote trumpet as their answer to 1b(i) which could not be correct because it is not a pitched percussion 
instrument but the candidate was able to gain the mark for timpani here. Roll can also be credited because it was not used as an 
answer to 1b(ii). This candidate obviously has some clear understanding but has lost marks because they did not absorb all of the 
questions. Had they given the answer of ‘timpani roll’ in 1b they would have had the opportunity to give other answers here and so 
gain more marks.  

Examiner commentary
An excellent answer that has focused carefully on the music and gained full marks. 
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Exemplar 4 0 marks

Exemplar 5 0 marks

Exemplar 6 0 marks

Exemplar 7 0 marks

Examiner commentary
All of the answers above are incorrect. ‘Forte’ is true for parts of the extract only. There are also several parts of the extract that are 
very quiet which makes the answer of loud unacceptable. 

‘Bright timbres of instruments’ is simply too vague. 

‘Perfect cadence’ would have been correct if the candidate had stated that there was a perfect cadence at the end. Perfect cadence 
on its own is too vague to gain credit. 

Again ‘dynamics’ and ‘texture’ are too vague. What are the dynamics and/or texture like?

Answers generally need to have a certain amount of detail in the type of questions where features are required. Candidates often 
write answers that are too vague to gain credit or that lack the detail that would help them gain a mark. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

GCSE (9-1) Music

© OCR 2020

Question 2(d)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate clearly understood the word ‘structure’ and went on to write a comprehensive and accurate answer covering all the 
relevant points from within the extract. 

Examiner commentary
This candidate has gained full marks by explaining the order of events correctly using the appropriate terminology of verse and 
chorus. 

Examiner commentary
In the first sentence this candidate has used appropriate vocabulary and gained 2 marks. However, the description that follows 
does not use the word ‘introduction’ and so they were not able to access the third mark. Learning, and being encouraged to use, 
appropriate vocabulary for a question that is directed towards structure is very important. 
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Exemplar 4 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate obviously does not understand the word ‘structure’ and has written an answer that is not relevant and so cannot 
access any marks. 

Question 2(e)
Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiner commentary
The same candidate has a mixture of specific, vague and inaccurate answers to this part of Question 2. Many candidates wrote ‘long 
notes’ as an answer to this question. This was true in the chorus or as this candidate points out on the word ‘bye’ but it is not true in 
the verses of this extract so long notes with no further clarification was not given a mark. Trying to guide candidates to write specific 
answers is very important. It is not an easy skill and so needs to be practised regularly. 

‘Kept the same notes throughout’ is vague. Do they mean that there were repeated phrases, if so then that is the sort of wording 
they should use, or do they mean that the artist sang the same note throughout which is obviously not true. This candidate has no 
doubt heard something relevant in the music but is not able to word the answer appropriately in order to gain marks. Again practice 
is the way to improve and guidance with some suggested phrases could be helpful. 

‘Melisma’ was a popular wrong answer despite the candidate being specific as to where. There was no melisma in this extract, only 
slides between the long notes in the chorus. 
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Exemplar 2 2 marks

Exemplar 3 3 marks

Examiner commentary
Many candidates also wrote ‘male voice’ which was not credited. Rock ’n Roll is a male dominated style and it was felt that this was 
too obvious to be worthy of credit. 

Examiner commentary
An excellent answer that is clear and all the points are clarified well. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This question was answered quite well by many candidates. A good proportion of candidates gained marks in the middle band. 

The answer above gained full marks and has more than enough detail to place it at this level. The answer is well written and contains 
a great deal of accurate musical vocabulary appropriate to the style of the Concerto Grosso. The answer shows a high level of 
understanding of the extract that they have heard and it is written using chronology which is important for a top level answer. 

This candidate made notes on the opposite page which they used when writing the answer above. It is very beneficial for 
candidates to use the blank page because it is very difficult to write in prose with a sufficient degree of accuracy straight away. 
Exemplar 2 is one way a candidate has made use of the blank page. 

Exemplar 2 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This candidate has used a ‘which, how, what’ approach as can be seen by their plan. This will no doubt have been done during the 
first two hearings of the music leaving the rest of the time to write up the answer and add more detail. The answer associated with 
these notes is shown below.

This is not as comprehensive as Exemplar 1 but it is very good. It shows clear understanding and chronology. The candidate is not 
penalised for getting French Horn wrong, they are still able to access full marks despite some inaccuracy in detail. 
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Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 4 
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Exemplar 5 

Examiner commentary
Here are three more examples of how the notes page was used which show different ways to record useful information before 
writing out an answer. Exemplar 3 is a circular approach; Exemplar 4 uses musical vocabulary and the Exemplar 5 is a time line. 
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Exemplar 6 6 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer is placed at the top of the middle band. They have a good understanding of the style and use appropriate musical 
vocabulary. The weakness in this answer is that it does not have any chronology; rather it is a series of statements that are true but it 
does not describe the musical extract with enough clarity. Chronology is an important part of this question and is expected for a top 
band answer. 
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Exemplar 7 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer just reaches the middle band. There is identification of instruments, a few features like trills, terraced dynamics, small 
orchestra and the context of the Baroque period. The candidate has spent too much time saying things like ‘another instrument 
……’ and trying to explain what the composer wanted the effect of the music to be, rather than focusing on and writing far more 
relevant points about the music itself. While a composer and history period is good context; much more than that is unnecessary 
and the statements about the smaller venues and rich people are not addressing the need to explain the features of the actual 
musical extract. 
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Exemplar 8 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer starts really well with some accurate detail about the piece. The second half of the answer, however, is largely inaccurate 
and is not creditworthy. There are a couple of other relevant points near the end. The spelling in this answer is very weak which does 
have to be taken into account. 
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Question 4(a)(i)

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Examiner commentary
Candidates were told at the beginning of this question that the extract was from a piece of Indian Classical Music. As such questions 
a(i) and a(ii) should have been known by candidates who had learnt the features of the various genres within Area of Study 3. This 
candidate has obviously confused the rhythm pattern from Indian Classical Music with the one from Bhangra. 

This was a common error in lower ability candidates. Regular reinforcement of the key features of the world music styles is essential 
to try to help candidates of all abilities to gain marks in questions such as these. 

Question 4(b)
Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
It was clear that the majority of candidates did not understand the word ’timbre’. Many wrote totally inappropriate answers that had 
nothing to do with the quality or character of the sound played by the melodic instrument. The candidate above seems to have 
some idea of what the question is asking for. However, words like higher and glissando are not appropriate. They are not features 
of timbre but rather of pitch and style of playing. They recognised that the instrument was a woodwind instrument but were not 
able to suggest the word wooden as a possible answer for the timbre. Reedy is a word that is appropriate to describe a timbre but 
unfortunately not this one. The instrument was a bansuri and as such it had a breathy, warm, or mellow tone. 

Examiner commentary
This candidate clearly understood the question and was able to answer with appropriate words. It is important not only to help 
candidates to recognise aurally the name of instruments but also to spend time thinking about their sound qualities and the 
selection of appropriate words to describe them. A bank of words could be useful for this type of question. 
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Question 4(c)
Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
‘Drone’ and ‘improvisation’ were popular correct answers for this question. However many chose to write about the sections within 
Indian Classical Music which was not appropriate. Indian Classical Music can last for hours in some cases and so in an extract of only 
one minute it is very difficult to state which section a passage might be taken from and it is certainly not possible for it to be from 
three structural sections. Answers needed to state features of the playing that they heard rather than the structure. 

Examiner commentary
This candidate was able to gain good marks despite writing answers that were not required. They are told that marks will not be 
given for naming instruments and/or giving repeated answers and yet they state ‘tala’ and ‘raga’ which they have already had credit 
for in Question 4a. They include reference to sections within the music which is not credit worthy but the other points that they 
make gain them 4 marks. 

Exemplar 2 4 marks
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Exemplar 3 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This starts with accurate features but then becomes vague. ‘Changes’ can mean anything. If an answer is to be credited the changes 
will have to be given substance, changed how? ‘Taught aurally’ is not a feature of the music but part of the context of the style which 
is not relevant to this question. 

Examiner commentary
This is an excellent answer but candidates and teachers are reminded that words are often grouped together in the mark scheme 
so not all answers will receive separate marks. ‘Microtonal’, ‘bends’ and ‘slides’ were all part of the same answer because they are all 
so similar. Some candidates did lose marks because they wrote answers that, while true, were not varied enough to gain separate 
credit. 

Exemplar 4 5 marks
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Question 5(a)

Exemplar 1 

Examiner commentary
Many high ability candidates gained a mark of 4 and above out of 7. Most were able to notate bar 7 accurately but then some found 
bars 15 and 16 a little more challenging. 

The ties provided marks for those who understood them but many low ability candidates changed the second note of each tie 
because they did not understand the principle of the tie. 

Many answers such as Exemplar 1 were seen for bar 7. Lots of repeated notes which in this case gained two correct shapes.

Exemplar 2 was also fairy typical of what was seen, where the interval to find the first note was incorrect but the rest followed the 
shape correctly. This answer gained five correct shapes instead of the possible 6 correct notes for this bar. 

There were a number of candidates who were able to notate bar 7 correctly but gave answers such as in Exemplar 3 for bars 15 and 
16. 

Exemplar 2 

Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 4 

Examiner commentary
Some candidates still have issues over leger lines. The last two notes the candidate has written just hang below the stave. In order to 
be notes they must have a leger line above them or through them. Without the leger lines the notes are meaningless and cannot be 
credited. 

Examiner commentary
The correct answer of the third beat was seen most often as the answer to this question. All other beats of the bar were seen. 
However, there were a significant number of candidates who either did not read or did not understand the question and wrote 
irrelevant answers such as the one above and obviously did not gain any marks. 

Question 5(b)

Question 5(c)

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
The tonality of the last chord was wrong more often than it was right. The extract as a whole was in F minor but the last chord 
changed to a major chord quite distinctively so the answer required was major. 

There were also a number of answers that did not focus on the question. Answers like ‘imperfect’ from Exemplar 2 or others such as 
soft were also seen. 
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Examiner commentary
While a large proportion of candidates gained a mark for an appropriate artist for this question there were those who wrote 
inappropriate answers as in Exemplar 1. ‘Adele’ is an artist who was not performing in the era of the Pop Ballad that the specification 
covers. The specification looks at the Pop Ballad during the 1970’s, 80’s and 90’s. A female artist performing during those decades was 
what was required. The question asked for the name of an artist not a group so ‘Blondie’ in Exemplar 2 would not be credited. 

Examiner commentary
While most candidates did gain a mark for the correct answer of Pop Ballad, there were those who opted for incorrect answers such 
as Blues or R and B. These styles are not part of the content for this specification and so are not appropriate answers for any music 
from this area of study. It is important that candidates are thoroughly familiar with the styles within the specification in order to avoid 
errors such as these. 

Most candidates were able to gain a mark in part (ii) for giving a reason for it being a Pop Ballad. 

Question 5(d)

Question 5(e)(i)

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 2 0 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

27

GCSE (9-1) Music

© OCR 2020

Examiner commentary
Many candidates did not identify the correct period of composition and went on to give reasons that were inappropriate. Classical 
and Baroque periods were seen quite often. Many candidates appeared to hear a small orchestra with a harpsichord, after writing 
Baroque as the period. Identifying the features from the music and then seeing what history period they point to is often the best 
approach rather than giving a history period and writing features from that period that clearly do not occur in the music. 

Question 6(b)(i) and (ii)

Question 6(b)(ii)

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 2 0 marks
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Exemplar 3 0 marks

Exemplar 4 2 marks

Exemplar 5 2 marks

Exemplar 6 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The answers above all gave the correct response of ‘Romantic’ for 6b(i). They went on to give answers that did not then suggest 
Romantic music specifically. The clarinet does feature quite significantly in Extract A but it has been in use since the Classical period 
so it does not point directly to Romantic music. There are gradual dynamic changes in this music but this is also true of Classical 
music. The idea of a question such as this is that candidates will identify aspects of the music that can only be Romantic so with 
regard to dynamics they would need to state that there was an extreme or wide range of dynamics not just that there were 
crescendos and diminuendos. 

The other comments are too vague. ‘More instruments’ than what? There needs to be some context for a statement such as this. 

Examiner commentary
Here are some good responses to this question. 
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Question 6(c)
Exemplar 1 2 marks

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
Many candidates were able to state that Extract A was ‘slow’ and Extract B was ‘faster’ and so gain 2 marks. That is all that this 
candidate has said and so it would not be possible for them to gain the full 3 marks. More needs to be said to gain the final mark. 

Examiner commentary
There are only 2 marks available for the basic slow/fast comparison. This candidate has gained the extra mark via the metre. They also 
have the metre as well but it was actually not needed. 
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Question 6(d)
Exemplar 1 6 marks

Examiner commentary
This exemplar is a concise, well written response. The candidate has covered a range of points and given accurate comparative 
detail, particularly in the first part of the answer where they deal with how the solo instrument and the orchestra work together. 
They have then made other comparisons more briefly but they are again accurate. 
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Exemplar 2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The first point made by the candidate is quite basic; they ‘work together by having lots of harmony’. The next point is comparative 
and accurate but has no detail as is the next point about the dynamics. The final point of Extract A being ‘legato’ is true but has no 
comparison. This answer is a middle band answer, it lacks the depth of understanding to be placed in the top band. 
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Question 7(a)

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
There were a number of candidates who did not write a fast enough tempo for the answer to this question. It is important for 
candidates to be able to recognise the individual beats rather than the pulse for a whole bar when the tempo is quite quick. In 
instances like this where the score is provided the crotchet pulse will be required. 

There were also a significant number of candidates who did not understand the word tempo or who muddled up their terminology 
and wrote inappropriate words such as ‘legato’. 
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Exemplar 3 0 marks

Examiner commentary
The majority of candidates did give the correct answer of 3/4 for this question. However, there were incorrect answers, e.g. 4/4 and 
time signatures written incorrectly, e.g. 3/3. There were also some candidates who recognised the 6 quavers in a bar but did not 
think about the grouping which made this piece in 3/4 and not in 6/8. These distinctions are important and candidates need to be 
trained in understanding musical principles such as these. 

Question 7(b)
Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 2 0 marks
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Examiner commentary
Clarinet was the instrument seen most often for Question 7c(i) which was incorrect; oboe was the correct answer. Distinguishing the 
timbre of different instruments is very important and candidates need to hear the difference between the tone of a clarinet and an 
oboe regularly in order for them to be able to make the aural distinction. Likewise in 7c(iii) trombone was the most common answer 
when French Horn was the correct one. Again the timbres have similarities and regular listening to these instruments will help 
candidates to build aural recognition of the sounds that the various instruments make. 

The correct answer of triangle was seen most often as the answer for 7c(ii). However, there were those who wrote down other 
percussion instruments such as ‘bell’, cymbal and glockenspiel. 

Being able to follow a score is also an extremely important part of this type of question. Once again candidates need to be given 
regular practice at this. Listening to the music and following the melody line on a screen can help as well as individual practice of 
stopping and starting the music and seeing whether they are in the right place. 

Question 7(c) (i) (ii) and (iii)
Exemplar 1 0 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

35

GCSE (9-1) Music

© OCR 2020

Question 7(d) and (e)

Question 7(f)

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Examiner commentary
About a third of all candidates were able to identify the correct answer of ‘acciaccatura’ for 7d. All ornaments have a distinct sound 
and it is once again important for candidates to be able to recognise them aurally. 

Those who understood the word ‘accidental’ answered 7e correctly. However, there was a large proportion of candidates who did 
not understand it and many of those just chose a word from 7d in the hope that it might be correct. Ornaments and words such as 
accidental are all in the Language for Learning in the specification and should be known by candidates. 

Examiner commentary
Inappropriate words such as the one above were seen often by less able candidates. If the key words are not understood then 
obviously the correct answer is unlikely. 

A good proportion did answer with a dynamic but sometimes one that was too soft for the ‘forte’ music. 
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Question 7(g)
Exemplar 1 3 marks

Exemplar 2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
An excellent answer to this question. 

Examiner commentary
Here are three responses that were simply not true of the music. 

The texture was not polyphonic. The texture was very much melody and accompaniment. 

There was no imitation or ostinato phrases. 

This candidate clearly has musical knowledge but they do not appear to be able to use it aurally when applying it to specific musical 
extracts. This is not an easy skill and it needs to be practised with great regularity. 
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Question 8(a)

Question 8(b)

Exemplar 1 0 marks

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
While the correct answer of ‘Brazil’ was seen most often from candidates who recognised this as an extract of Samba music there 
were a significant minority who incorrectly identified it as African mistaking Samba for African Drumming. 

Candidates who gained the correct answer here often went on to gain very good marks for the whole question. Candidates 
who wrote ‘Africa’ generally did not get full marks but they were able to gain significant marks because of some of the similar 
characteristics between the two styles. The part of the question they fell down on was the instruments because they chose African 
instruments rather than ones appropriate to the Samba. 

Examiner commentary
The vast majority of candidates gained 2 marks for this question, whether or not they got part (a) correct. Most candidates had the 
knowledge that the whistle led the group, kept them in time, brought in the sections and was used because it could be heard above 
the other instruments. 
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Question 8(d)
Exemplar 1 4 marks

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
Many excellent answers were seen to this question and this is just one example. The vast majority of candidates gained at least 3 out 
of 4 marks. 

Examiner commentary
There were also some rather vague answers that were not worthy of credit such as those above. There were also some candidates 
who wrote about the tonality, the melody line and the polyphonic texture which was not possible due to the percussive nature of 
this extract. Candidates must learn to listen carefully so as to avoid unnecessary errors in their answers. 
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