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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.
ocr.org.uk/Images/168995-specification-accredited-
gcse-english-literature-j352.pdf for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

Would you prefer a  
Word version?
Did you know that you can save this pdf 
as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 
Simply click on File > Save As Other . . .  
and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need 
to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on the page and 
select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in 
Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there 
are a number of free applications available that will also 
convert PDF to Word (search for pdf to word converter).

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/168995-specification-accredited-gcse-english-literature-j352.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/168995-specification-accredited-gcse-english-literature-j352.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/168995-specification-accredited-gcse-english-literature-j352.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZL5Z53B
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Examiner commentary
Question 7 Level 6: 34 + 3 for SPaG
This is a sustained and perceptive response, which argues its case at a high level throughout. There is a coherent critical style. It 
is based on the original and insightful contrast between what the candidate defines as 'altruistic' forgiveness: that is forgiveness 
that is done without any expectation of reward of any kind and 'selfish' forgiveness which, it is hoped, will lead to personal benefit, 
especially of an enhanced reputation. This structure enables the response to analyse, compare and contrast a widely disparate range 
of scene in the novel with skill and intelligence. 
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All points are supported with precise and apt textual details. The first section, on the extract, does a great deal with the opening line 
'if you can ever...I forgive her'. The effects of the contrasting simplicity of "I can do it' are exhaustively interrogated, essentially because 
Pip needs 'direction and forgiveness....'. 

The moments explored from 'elsewhere in the novel' are dealt with in equally fine detail. Much is made of 'humbled and repentant', 
mainly to support the second strand of forgiveness outlined above. Pip's sincere desire to be well thought of are examined in the 
analysis of his thoughts of his imminent death at the hands of Orlick: 'fear of being misremembered was worse than death itself'.

The overall structure of the response reflects the fact that all the events alluded to are at the end or in the latter stages of the novel. 
They are all made, however to retrospect on the previous events as the references to all those closest to Pip state. There are some 
moments of perceptive insight into the effects of language choices. The completeness of Miss Havisham's despair and sense of 
self-loathing is shown in the consideration of 'if you can ever' and the candidate rightly identifies the 'gothic metaphor of 'long 
after her heart has turned to dust'. The analysis of the bathos of Pip's response 'I can do it' is correctly identified as the effect of his 
overwhelming need for 'forgiveness and direction'. 

Elsewhere in the novel the candidate notes the hyperbolic and self-fulfilling nature of his statement to Joe and Biddy 'you couldn't 
love him better than you do.’ As these comments reflect, there is a strong use of relevant subject terminology throughout.

The strengths of this response are the comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the whole text, the tight focus on the 
task, the precise textual references used to support well-developed analysis of language, and sensitive use of relevant contextual 
knowledge to support the analysis of the text. This places the response in Level 6.

Exemplar 2
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Examiner commentary
Question 7 Level 4: 20 + 3  for SPaG

This response maintains a credible critical style while developing a personal response to both task and text. It shows clear 
understanding of the passage and the chosen 'moments elsewhere' in Pip's treatment of Joe when he visits him at Barnard's Inn and 
later, when Joe pays his debts and forgives him. 

These points are developed with relevant textual references. The candidate notes the importance of the eye contact between Pip 
and Miss Havisham in the extract and the effects of 'I had never seen her shed a tear before'. It goes straight to the heart of Joe's visit, 
quoting pip's candid remark If I could have kept him away by paying money.... I certainly would have done.' 

The extract lends itself well to the exploration of structure and here the contrast with the desperation of Miss Havisham and the 
contrasting readiness of Pip to apologise is clear. The consideration of ''when her poor heart was young” in terms of a personification 
shows understanding of Miss Havisham’s monetary wealth and but emotional poverty. There is some use of relevant subject 
terminology with the comments on the effects of repetition and reinforcement in the picture of the meeting we are given.

Clear understanding of context is shown through comments on the social changes of the early Victorian era and their impact on Pip.

The response shows clear understanding with relevant textual support, offers some analysis of AO2 and awareness of relevant 
contextual factors. It is Level 4. 
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Examiner commentary
Question 8 Level 6: 34 + 4  for SPaG
This is an informed response to both text and task written in a sustained critical style demonstrating a wide and sophisticated 
understanding of the whole text. The candidate focuses sharply on the question from the beginning of the response and chooses to 
analyse three relationships in the text which explore different forms of love: Pip and Joe’s relationship; the relationship between Miss 
Havisham and Estella; and Pip’s growing bond with Magwitch.

The candidate makes many perceptive points about the different presentations of love in the novel. Joe’s love for Pip is cited as ‘…
unconditional love. Pip recognises this when he refers to Joe as a “gentle Christian man. This separation of “gentleman” into “gentle…
man” implies that Pip is realising the goodness in Joe and his value as a true gentleman, not one by status’. This relationship is starkly 
contrasted to the moment where Miss Havisham despairs about Estella’s coldness towards her: ‘Miss Havisham says, “did I never give 
her a burning love”…this is a very pejorative depiction of love; the imagery of fire implies a sense of destruction that contrasts greatly 
to the gentle kindness of Joe’s love’ and ‘the love there is between the two characters is not genuine or positive, more destructive 
and manipulative’. The candidate then explores Pip’s changing feelings towards Magwitch from the ‘abhorrence’ Pip feels when he 
visits him in London to ‘pity’ and ‘a sense of duty’ through to his ‘great importance’ and ‘an acceptance of who he is’. 

The strengths of this response are the comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the whole text, the tight focus on the 
task, the precise textual references used to support well-developed analysis of language, and sensitive use of relevant contextual 
knowledge to support the analysis of the text. This places the response in Level 6.

Exemplar 2



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

GCSE English Literature

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

17

GCSE English Literature

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

18

GCSE English Literature

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

19

GCSE English Literature

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
Question 8 Level 4: 20 + 2 for SPaG
The candidate shows some critical style and clear understanding in this detailed personal response. The response sticks to the task 
throughout, tending to talk about parental love or the lack of it rather than romantic love: this is within the task's remit.

The points made are supported by some relevant key quotations and references. Much is made of the 'withered and yellow dress' 
as an opening feature of the picture of Miss Havisham; the description of her treatment of Estella which had 'turned her heart to ice' 
and, in parallel Pip's confession that that to avoid Joe's visit to Barnard's Inn 'if I could have paid money I certainly would have done'. 
There is discussion of the rival claims of Joe and Magwitch as 'Pip's father figures' and some concluding detail on the aptness of the 
final union between Joe and Biddy.

The response takes the overall structure of the novel into account from Pip and Magwitch on the marshes to the arrival of Joe and 
Biddy's 'second Pip'. There is a careful examination of the effects of Estella's warning and partial explanation of herself to Pip: 'moths 
and all sorts of creatures....can the candle help it?' as an extended metaphor which is contrasted with 'heart to ice'. The state of Miss 
Havisham's appearance (quoted above) suggests the conclusion that she is 'disturbed' and the clear contrast between her wealth 
and 'fragility' is well made. Most of this is supported by relevant subject terminology. In addition to the exploration of the metaphor 
there are references to points of emphasis and repetition. The term 'bildungsroman' is used correctly.

The response explores the social context which leads to the acceptable conclusion that 'no matter who has loved and cared for you 
it can all be lost due to social class' which sees social divisions as potentially destructive. 

The response shows clear understanding with relevant textual support, offers some analysis of AO2 and awareness of relevant 
contextual factors. At times it is slightly descriptive but mostly it focuses on the task. It is Level 4. 
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Examiner commentary
Question 9 Level 6: 32 + 4 for SPaG
The response is written in a sustained critical style which develops an informed personal response with much originality and 
consistently perceptive understanding. Amongst its strengths is its persistence in demonstrating the scale of Darcy's love for 
Elizabeth despite, rather than because of the antics of her parents. It is very well structured with detailed consideration of the 
passage placed in the retrospective context of specific previous events. The candidate here allows Austen's own expression to do 
the work: Darcy recalls that he is 'forced to acknowledge… the 'mortifying truth’ that he found Elizabeth attractive. He has had 
to learn that the 'prejudice to those of inferior rank his parents had instilled in him' has left him far more in need of Elizabeth's 
correction than she of his.

His words are interpreted here as harsh but true: Elizabeth's 'ignorance' is the outcome of her parents' failure ('a disgrace') but 
notwithstanding that it is superior to the 'philosophy' which he has inherited, teaching him to behave in a less 'selfish and 
overbearing' way.

There is a good deal of high-order language analysis featuring effective use of relevant subject terminology. There is an acute 
analysis of the 'ascending tricolon of verbs' 'allowed, encouraged almost taught' exploring the increasingly malign influence of his 
father culminating in 'taught' much to his present shame. Cleverly the response then focuses on the original proposal at Hunsford 
in which a parallel effect is noted: 'against my judgement/ reason/ character'. The anaphora is correctly identified and its effects 
explained. The choice of scene, as suggested above reflects a clear sense of the novel's structure which is developed in terms of 
place, event and character growth. Finally, the sense of the scale of the changes in each character, it is noted, are stressed by Darcy's 
use of superlatives: 'dearest, loveliest'.

The summative conclusion stresses the response's persistent concern with the context of the social hierarchy of Regency England 
and the enormity of the changes required to challenge and break down its barriers. 

The strengths of this response are the comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the whole text, the tight focus on the 
task, the precise textual references used to support well-developed analysis of language, and sensitive use of relevant contextual 
knowledge. This places the response in Level 6.
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Examiner commentary
Question 9 Level 4: 22 + 3 for SPaG

The response is written in a credible critical style and presents a detailed personal response to the text which shows some clear 
understanding. Its central concern is with the scale of the transformation of the attitudes Elizabeth and Darcy take towards each 
other. The most challenging moment here, however, is the consideration of the degrees of responsibility Darcy, on the one hand, 
and his parents on the other, should take for his snobbishness and prejudice. This ties the response to the task throughout.

The response offers some analysis of the language of the extract. For example: 'However, Darcy thanks the "dearest, loveliest 
Elizabeth" to have changed him and "taught" him "a lesson".... he describes the lesson as being "advantageous"'. 'He describes 
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her mother as being "embarrassing" and her father as "having little connection". The consideration of the extract sees the clear 
distinction 'principle' and 'practice' in apportioning responsibility for Darcy's prejudice; sees the effects of the repetition of 'but' to 
emphasise his sense of his parents' failure and of 'principle' to stress the extent of needful reformation. 

The moment from 'elsewhere in the novel' is, again Darcy's first proposal to Elizabeth at Hunsford, but it is explored in less detail than 
the extract. It does provide, however, a sense of the overall shape and structure of the narrative.

Straightforward use of relevant subject terminology is used to support and develop the points made. The best example is of the 
'listing' effects of 'allowed/ encouraged/ almost taught' to balance the responsibilities for his personal development to the point of 
Elizabeth's rejection of him.

The response makes a strong contextual point on the ways in which Darcy has persuaded Charles Bingley to renounce his interest in 
and attraction to Jane Bennet, because of the differences in their social class. 'The influence of the family can have a big impact on 
them' neatly ties this point into the set task.

The response shows clear understanding with relevant textual support, offers some analysis of AO2 and awareness of relevant 
contextual factors. It is Level 4. 
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Examiner commentary
Question 10 Level 6: 34 + 4 for SPaG

This is a concise but informed response to both text and task written in a sustained critical style demonstrating a wide and 
sophisticated understanding of the whole text. The candidate focuses sharply on the question from the beginning of the response 
perceptively arguing that ‘from the moment the Gardiners are introduced, they seem to fill the parental void created by Mr and 
Mrs Bennet’s “neglect” and “mistaken indulgence”. Both Mr and Mrs Gardiner display the social graces and simultaneous intelligence 
shown by few other characters in the novel.’

A strength of this response is the sensitive application of contextual knowledge that underpins the critical analysis of the text 
throughout the response, for example, the awareness that the Gardiners are used as a ‘contrast to the superficiality and hypocracy 
of the stratified social classes of Regency society’ (sic) as ‘despite not having the aristocratic background of characters such as Lady 
Catherine, they are displayed to have incomparably better intelligence and propriety’. 

There is also some perceptive analysis of language with citations of Austen’s positive descriptions of the Gardiners, as well as a neat 
link between the use of the word ‘blush’ in Darcy’s positive impressions of them to Elizabeth’s ‘blush’ during the Netherfield Ball.

The strengths of this response are the comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the whole text, the tight focus on the 
task, the precise textual references used to support well-developed analysis of language, and sensitive use of relevant contextual 
knowledge to support the analysis of the text. This places the response in Level 6.
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Examiner commentary
Question 11 Level 5: 29 + 2 for SPaG

The response is written in a consistently critical style and presents a well-developed personal response to both task and text. This is 
reflected in the conclusion: 'essentially Wells blames the humans for not being able to understand why the Martians are superior to 
them and therefore do not know how to stop them.' The response gives a rich range of the humans' complacency, arrogance and 
insularity to show a good deal of insightful understanding.

The candidate makes some insightful comments about the extract. It references the 'semantic field of the unknown' quoting 
'puzzle/possible/speculation' as very apt examples. The lack of understanding is stressed by the emphasis on 'destruction' which, 
as the response repeatedly points out, is due to human inadequacy. The references to this strengthen as the response develops: 
man's complacency becomes 'infinite'; he is 'little' but 'egotistical' in inverse proportion and 'blinded by his vanity'. 'What was 
not understood was dismissed'. The arrival of an alien was 'impossible' or 'improbable' and disregarded because men 'could not 
understand how it would work'. 'Hundreds of observers....the night/ and the night after/ and again the night after that'. 

As the response moves into a deeper analysis of the opening chapter we see a good range of literary skills at work. 'Infinite' is 
correctly recognised as the 'hyperbolic adjective' emphasising the humans' failure to see the scope and scale (and superior 
intelligence) of the Martians. 'Blinded by his own vanity' is recognised as a metaphor stressing the paradox of man's combined 
arrogance and complete lack of understanding of what is going on. There is a convincing analysis of 'syntactic parallelism' to 
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highlight the human belief in their intellectual superiority over the invaders. 'Perhaps they expected to find no living things/ 
certainly no intelligent living things....' emphasises the completeness of the humans' failure of understanding. Finally, the candidate 
recognises a 'climactic diacope' 'the worst comes to the worst' to underline and sign off on the fate of human ignorance.

As all these features confirm the candidate has a good command of relevant subject terminology, which enhances the analysis with 
some consistency.

There is good understanding of the imperial context in which the narrative is set. 'In the Victorian era the British Empire was at its 
peak and the British assumed that they would be able to defeat any enemy with their more modern science and technology and 
advanced weaponry. This is shown... 'kill the Martians with a shell'.... kill them all', which the response notes is a massive irony as the 
Martians kill many more humans the vice versa.

This response demonstrates insightful understanding of the text. It focuses on the task and offers some developed analysis of AO2. 
AO3 understanding is very sound. It is Level 5.

Exemplar 2
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Examiner commentary
Question 11 Level 3: 18 + 3 for SPaG
This is a reasonably developed personal response to the text which works hard to analyse a range of references and quotations but is 
not consistently convincing in doing do The response starts and concludes with the idea that the humans lacked the understanding 
to see what was happening around them and this rendered them as 'childish' compared with the Martians who, at least at the start 
of the story sweep everything before them leaving a trail of destruction.

The response refers to the common lack of understanding the Martian attack has exposed: 'the generator of the heat rays remains a 
puzzle'. This is added to by the references to 'such unproven speculations will scarcely be of interest.' This, it is argued, reflects on the 
general lack of interest in scientific matters among ordinary people, and, hence, the lack of understanding. The 'childish' assertions 
stem from the statement from the narrator that all this British armament greatly excited me' and, later when the narrator 'weeps 
silently as a child might do'. The latter is correctly identified as a simile although whether that is actually how children cry is not 
investigated. The bigger point it supports: that it is highly ironic that, like the narrator, the British public believed in the invincibility of 
the British Army when they prove too powerless against the heat rays, is correct. 

Attempts to analysis language are inconsistent. The candidate states that the 'heat rays remain a puzzle' shows alliteration in which ' 
the r sounds are a growl of frustration' at the lack of understanding of the Martians' technology. The idea that 'puzzle' is a 'metaphor 
of its complexity' is unsurprising but more plausible.

The sibilance of 'such speculations' and 'scarcely' constitute a 'hissing' sound which, again, lament the lack of national scientific 
understanding. While imaginative this fails to be fully convincing.

Therefore there are attempts to analyse the language and to use some subject terminology, but the understanding is not always 
secure.

The references to context are more successful: the conclusion that there was a poverty of complete absence of formal education for 
all but the most privileged members of British society is well made.

The response shows general understanding and offers some explanations of AO2. AO3 is better. It is Level 3.
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Exemplar 1
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Examiner commentary
Question 12 Level 5: 25 + 3 for SPaG
The response makes a clear and unequivocal response to the task to start: 'I do not agree' and goes on to support this view with a 
range of mainly plausible examples. It is written in a convincing critical style and is a detailed personal response, which shows some 
clear and occasionally insightful understanding.

The response quotes the first sight of the Martians: 'rising slowly and painfully out of the cylinder'. This, it correctly argues, is because 
of the differences in gravity which lead to their respiratory difficulties. And, it goes on, this is deliberately misleading and confuses 
the onlookers significantly. Later there are references to the 'earth's fragility' which is ignored by the humans and, it is suggested, 
by the readers of the time. 'The scattered splinters of the fir tree had shivered to fragments in the missile's descent. Later we are 
reminded of that the Martians 'slay men swiftly and silently' and here the errors of first impressions are corrected.

The analysis of these references is convincing and shows some insight. 'Slowly and painfully' certainly add up to more than the sum 
of their parts in presenting the Martian's initial distress and the case that the sibilance of scattered/splinters/shivered' 'illustrates and 
intensifies' the terrible noise of the destruction. The further identification of sibilance as an intensifier: 'slay/swiftly/silently' is even 
more cogent and the candidate argues that it shows the utter effortlessness of their terror and war making. It does indeed portray 
the 'humans' silencing.

The response ends rather abruptly with a promising but largely unsubstantiated reference to Darwinism. However, the bigger 
contextual point is made earlier: that the erroneous first impressions are all on account of the arrogant and uneducated belief in the 
invincibility of the British Empire and the military superiority that had enabled its development.

This response demonstrates insightful understanding of the text. It focuses on the task and offers some developed analysis of AO2. 
AO3 understanding is sound. It is Level 5.

Exemplar 2
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Examiner commentary
Question 12 Level 3: 14 + 2 for SPaG

In this response the candidate shows general understanding of the text and focuses on the task. The response refers to several 
moments in the novel but tends to be rather superficial and lacks development. 

The response offers relevant details from the beginning of the novel to support the assertion that the Martian’s weakness is 
immediately apparent as they have come to Earth because ‘the resources on Mars are being used and slowly running out 
giving them more chance of dying out and becoming exstincted’ (sic). There is also some awareness of contextual factors in the 
comparison of the Martians’ invasion of Earth to the British Empire. 

The candidate then loses focus slightly and argues that the Martians danger is always apparent citing a number of textual references 
to support the point but not really offering much development.

The Martian’s reliance on technology is also included as a sign of possible weakness: ‘without the tech and machinary the Martians 
wouldn’t be able to function, kill or attack people as easily as they have…’ (sic), but the point is then developed in a less relevant way 
where the candidate considers whether humans could switch their machines off.

The response is reasonably developed, shows general understanding of the text and there is a little textual support. There is some 
relevant contextual information. However, there is no AO2 analysis offered. The response is Level 3.
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Exemplar 1
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Examiner commentary
Question 13 Level 6: 36 + 4  for SPaG

This is an informed response to both text and task written in a sustained critical style demonstrating a wide and sophisticated 
understanding of the whole text. The candidate focuses sharply on the question from the beginning of the response immediately 
arguing that unwillingness to speak in the novel ‘is a product of the characters’ repression’. A strength of this response is the sensitive 
application of contextual knowledge that underpins the critical analysis of the text.

The candidate then focuses on the ‘extract demonstrating perceptive understanding of the characters’ responses and actions 
following the incident at the window. Utterson ‘flees with Enfield in horrified silence once he has seen Jekyll’s expression…it is evil 
Hyde who has “succeeded”…the double meaning emphasising the victory of Hyde’s consciousness over Jekyll’s’. 

The candidate then moves on to make apt links to the wider text in a full interrogation of the question. There is a perceptive and 
developed discussion of Utterson’s failure to directly confront Jekyll: ‘Utterson’s life is regimented to the point of pedanticism (sic)…
Utterson is bound by social expectations, he is quiet because he is expected to be quiet, contemplative and in control. He is forced 
to maintain this image and suffers internally, plagued with nightmares.’ There is also some perceptive analysis of the presentation of 
Jekyll who ‘wears his countenance, a façade that hides hid desire. Jekyll feels “afflicted”, ordered by a domineering, imperious force to 
stick to social convention, to maintain his silence and to hide “his pleasures.” ’

The strengths of this response are the comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the whole text, the tight focus on the 
task, the precise textual references used to support well-developed analysis of language, and sensitive use of relevant contextual 
knowledge to support the analysis of the text. This places the response at the top of Level 6.
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Exemplar 2
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Examiner commentary
Question 13 Level 4: 22 + 3 for SPaG
This is a reasonably detailed response to both text and task and written in a credible critical style. The candidate demonstrates clear 
understanding of the extract and offers a number of relevant references to the wider text. 

The extract is explored in reasonable detail and the candidate shows understanding of its context within the wider novella. At 
times the response is a little descriptive while this is done. There are some insightful links made to the novel’s theme of secrecy. 
The candidate suggests that ‘Victorian gentleman were expected to be secretive…’ and links this neatly to Jekyll’s ‘refusal to reveal 
information…by not allowing himself to explain his situation to them.  There is some good analysis of language and structure in 
the extract with convincing examples of repetition, alliteration and good analysis of the word ‘thrust’, although occasionally the 
explanations are slightly generic. 

This response mostly focuses on the extract. The candidate then refers to a number of examples of ‘unwillingness to speak’ in the 
wider text, for example, the trampling of the girl, Lanyon and Jekyll’s refusal to discuss Hyde after the Carew murder, however, these 
reference lack detailed discussion.   Best fit is solid Level 4.
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Examiner commentary
Question 14 Level 6: 34 + 4 for SPaG

This is a sophisticated and informed response to both text and task written in a sustained critical style demonstrating a wide 
knowledge of the whole text. The candidate focuses sharply on the question from the beginning of the response demonstrating 
excellent understanding of the roles played by the minor characters of Poole and Carew.

A strength of this response is the sensitive application of contextual knowledge that underpins the critical analysis of the text 
throughout the response through relevant references to Darwin’s theory of evolution, social class, the relationships between servant 
and their employers, and the importance of ‘order and decorum’ to Victorian society.

There is also some highly perceptive analysis of the text with impressive use of subject terminology, for example, ‘The idea of a 
“masked thing” is an instance of proleptic irony – for it hints at how Jekyll lives under a constant façade to conceal his sordid 
underside’ and ‘the anaphora of the rhetorical question – “Do you think I do not know” expresses Poole’s vehemence, as if he has 
derived offense from Utterson’s accusation’. The response is equally as impressive when discussing Carew ‘offering the reader a clear 
insight into Jekyll’s hamartia’ and offers close analysis of the shocking descriptions of the murder and Hyde’s ‘ungodly and satanic 
nature’.

The strengths of this response are the comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the whole text, the tight focus on the task, 
the precise textual references and use of subject terminology to offer well-developed analysis of language, and sensitive use of 
relevant contextual knowledge to support the analysis of the text. This places the response securely in Level 6.

Exemplar 2
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Examiner commentary
Question 14 Level 5: 29 + 4 for SPaG

This is a well-developed response to both text and task written in a convincing critical style demonstrating a wide and sophisticated 
understanding of the whole text. The candidate focuses sharply on the question from the beginning of the response immediately 
arguing that both Carew and Poole are ‘highly significant as they help move the story along by being key factors in increasing the 
tension and by providing a backdrop to Hyde’s actions’. 

The candidate analyses the descriptions of the ‘savage’ Carew murder in some detail offering well-developed analysis of the ‘gory’ 
language arguing that ‘ape-like fury…dehumanises Hyde’ and creates ‘a very unnerving atmosphere’. The use of the murder to 
develop the important themes of the text is also explored: ‘Carew’s murder shows the reader how the suppression of your inner and 
most darkest desires only results in the bad qualities within you becoming stronger’. There is also some insightful analysis of Poole’s 
role in the novella, linked closely to AO3: ‘It is a very typical quality of the Victorian man not only to conceal their desires but also to 
veil their emotions. Therefore, when Poole admits to Mr Utterson, “Sir, I am afraid,” this shows the extreme extent to Hyde’s cruelty 
and it highlights…that ‘Jekyll is in great danger’.

The strengths of this response are the knowledge and understanding of the importance of the minor characters within the whole 
text, the focus on the task, the well-selected textual references used to support the analysis, and convincing contextual knowledge. 
This places the response securely in Level 5.
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Examiner commentary
Question 15 Level 6: 36 + 4 for SPaG
This is an informed response to both text and task written in a sustained critical style demonstrating a wide and sophisticated 
understanding of the whole text. The candidate focuses sharply on the question from the beginning of the response immediately 
arguing that in the extract ‘Bronte enlightens Jane’s longing for excitement and this prevailing feeling has stemmed from Jane’s 
encounter with Rochester’. The response goes on to argue that ‘it is at this moment that we see Jane’s reward for being punished all 
her life is finally emerging’. 

A strength of this response is the sensitive application of contextual knowledge that underpins the critical analysis of the text: ‘this 
passage provides an intense feeling of solitude particularly in the way that women of the nineteenth century were isolated from 
freedom…Jane longs for something deeper, exciting and fulfilling’. The candidate also refers to ‘Jane’s ambiguous class standing’ due 
to her upbringing and the Reed families’ poor treatment of her.

There is also some perceptive and well-developed analysis of language in the extract: ‘Jane uses a rhetorical question, part of her 
train of thought, to reassure herself that her actions are perfectly reasonable, “who blames me?”’ and ‘Jane adopts a didactic stern 
tone “they must have action”. This use of bold statements and commands “must”, shows how strongly Jane feels towards freedom 
and equality’.

he strengths of this response are the comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the whole text, the tight focus on the 
task, the precise textual references used to support well-developed analysis of language, and sensitive use of relevant contextual 
knowledge to support the analysis of the text. This places the response at the top of Level 6.

Exemplar 2
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Examiner commentary
Question 15 Level 4: 19 + 3 for SPaG
Some critical style is demonstrated in this relatively brief but well focused and supported personal response to both text and task 
and some clear understanding is shown. 

The response takes the given extract and explores it and then moves on to the aptly selected 'Red Room' moment at Gateshead to 
expose the contrasts of metaphorical entrapment and physical entrapment and their relative outcomes.

Both moments in the novel are explored with solid textual support. It starts with the key quotation from Jane 'I could not help it... 
restlessness was in my nature'. The piece goes on to develop the contrasts between positive: 'silence/bright vision' and negative 
'swelled in trouble' that go to make up that 'restless nature'. 'Vault/ ghost/ and coffin dust' all set the scene of the Red Room. The 
'gothic' nature of the death imagery is a further example of clear understanding supported by a competent use of relevant subject 
terminology as this metaphor in investigated for its effects. The response also mentions suggestion, emphasis and exaggeration to 
useful effect.

There is a clear and relevant passage on the novel's concern with male/female equality with reference to 'women feel just as men 
feel' taken from the increasingly challenging and (for its day) outspoken second paragraph.

The response concludes with a further comparison of Jane to Bertha and her guardian Grace Poole.

The response shows mostly clear understanding and offers relevant textual support. There is some analysis of AO2 and awareness of 
relevant contextual factors. It is Level 4.
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Examiner commentary
Question 16 Level 6: 34 + 4 for SPaG
The response is written in a sustained critical style which presents an informed personal response to the text and shows consistently 
perceptive understanding. It agrees almost entirely with the proposition the task gives and shows a strong sense of the novel's 
structure by interweaving references to her experiences with Aunt Reed and Bessie and those with St. John Rivers as supporting 
contrasts to views posited.

Textual references and quotations are precise and pertinent throughout the response. There is detailed reference of the 'discord' of 
her time at Darlington and the insistence that she sit on a 'low stool' to reinforce her lowly status. This supports a clever exposition 
of the concept of an extreme distance between her the others (except Bessie) within a tightly enclosed space. There is a confident 
use of her thoughts when she starts to 'find herself' at Thornfield. She has rejected 'reason sitting firm and holding the reins' 
when she assents to Rochester's first proposal but comes to see that 'no bird.... no net ensnares me' .... 'I am free' when she finds 
her independent self. As these references suggest there is a detailed and well-developed analysis of language and structure. The 
opening paragraph includes Helen Burns and the metaphorical sense of 'low stool' representing 'low status' is explored as a means 
of Aunt Reed's cruel repression of Jane's true self and identity: this reminds us of 'Lowood' where she is forced by Brocklehurst to 
stand on a stool in  front of the other students so that he can ingratiate himself with her Jane's previous tormentor. The candidate 
links her physical journey around Yorkshire with her 'metaphorical journey' in pursuit of her sense of identity and her true self.

The response uses a sophisticated repertoire of relevant subject terminology to further develop Bronte's use of metaphor in the 
cogent analysis of the image of the horse and the rider 'reason sitting holding the reins' to explore the struggle to balance the ego 
and the id, reason and passion in Jane's beating heart and mind. This is matched by the exploration of the 'bird in as cage' metaphor 
which the response sees as its central 'motif'. 

At the start the text is correctly identified as a 'bildungsroman'. The response goes on to suggest the enormity of the scale of Jane's 
coming of age. It also notes the effects paralleling (Aunt Reed and St. John Rivers); the 'semantic field of music' already mentioned at 
Darlington but used again at Thornfield; the effects of pronoun repetition and so on.

Context is never far from the exposition of Jane's 'journey' and is specifically opened up in the passage which considers the role of 
the governess in Victorian England, which, it is argued, allowed Jane to 'project the problems of female inequality to correct them'. 

By the end of the response the conclusion is self-evident: Thornfield 'because it's where she discovers her true self': and why indeed 
she returns there.

The strengths of this response are the comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the whole text, the tight focus on the 
task, the precise textual references used to support well-developed analysis of language, and sensitive use of relevant contextual 
knowledge to support the analysis of the text. This places the response towards the top of Level 6.
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Examiner commentary
Question 16 Level 5: 25 + 3 for SPaG

This is a detailed response to task and text, which shows much clear understanding with moments of insight. It does so because it 
starts with and maintains a clear focus on the task. The candidate argues she learns the most at Thornfield but only because of the 
experiences she has had before she gets there.

The opening section on Jane's rejection of a religion that does not have love at its centre is very convincingly argued. The contrasts 
between Helen Burns (passive); Brocklehurst (grossly hypocritical) and St. John Rivers (ice cold) shows good understanding of them 
but also what is at the core of the response: Jane's passionate nature. On the other hand, Helen Burns is seen as the facilitator of a 
greater degree of self-control and introspection in Jane which serve her well when she first meets Rochester and subsequently. This 
is developed with a sensitive appreciation of her first stay at Thornfield and the ways she learns to respond to its Master.

The response is supported with well- selected and effectively integrated quotations at critical moments. Helen's final words 'I believe 
I have faith…' stress and develop the pathos of this moment as opposed to the proleptic irony of Jane's 'strike back twice as hard'. 
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The reference to 'share of all my possessions’ emphasise and memorialise Jane's achievements in forming the relationship of mutual 
choice with Rochester. 

The response provides some useful examples of effective use of subject terminology in developing and sustaining an argument: 
'However', 'partially', and 'causing me to agree' all serve as useful developmental connectives and show how a balanced response 
can be made consistent.

The response has a strong sense of context. Two aspects of this are the appreciation of the power and abuse of religion and the 
established Church in the 19th-century, inviting passivity and allowing hypocritical abuse and, secondly, the unequal role of women 
at that time which Jane challenges so successfully.

This response demonstrates insightful understanding of the text. It focuses on the task and offers some developed analysis of AO2. 
AO3 understanding is very sound. It is Level 5.
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