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A Level Geography Exemplar Candidate Work

Introduction

These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2019 examination series.

OCRis open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification https.//www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-geography-h481.pdf for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should

also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2019 Examiners'report or Report
to Centres available from Interchange https.//interchange.

ocrorg.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins —
see the following link for further information http.//www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

Itis important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.

© OCR 2019
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A Level Geography Exemplar Candidate Work
[ ]
Question 1(a)

1 (a) Explain the role of flows of energy in the formation of a tombolo. [8]

Exemplar 1 8 marks
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A Level Geography Exemplar Candidate Work
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Examiner commentary

Throughout this answer the candidate continuously comes back to this idea of energy and links is clearly to how a tombolo is
formed. The candidate specifies certain types of energy such as kinetic and thermal and is able to discuss the role they plan in the
tombolo formation. Furthermore they demonstrate comprehensive knowledge and understanding by showing that there is more
than one way in which a tombolo is formed; and again link both of these to energy. This candidate is able to demonstrate their
points further with reference to a specific example and whilst this was not required, it may (as in this case) provide the full context
for this answer.

Exemplar 2 3 marks
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A Level Geography Exemplar Candidate Work

Examiner commentary

This question required candidates to link the flows of energy to the formation of a tombolo. All too often candidates neglected the
aspect of energy and instead gave a generic description of how a tombolo formed. Those that made some reference to energy

such as in this example, were able to reach Level 2 as there was some link between flows of energy and the landform. This may

have been a link between energy and the process of longshore drift or between a reduction in energy and deposition for example.
However, in order to achieve higher marks, candidates needed to explore different types of energy and consider the part they
played in a tombolo’s formation. For example, it was possible to discuss a range of ideas including thermal, wave and wind energy
to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of how this landform is created. Furthermore, some candidates showed a well-
developed understanding by discussing different ways that a tombolo formed by using the example of Chesil Beach; however, again
it was the link between the formation and energy that enabled Level 3 to be awarded.
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A Level Geography Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 2(a)

2 (a) Explain the role of flows of energy in the formation of an erratic. [8]

Exemplar 1 2 marks
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Examiner commentary

The majority of candidates were able to describe what an erratic was and give some explanation of its formation. However, the crux
of the question was about the role of energy and as can be seen in this response this was lacking. At times candidates implied they
were referring to energy such as when discussing deposition, however, this needed to be far more explicit. This candidate could
have referred to aspects such as the role of thermal, gravitational potential or kinetic energy when discussing the formation of the
erratic. Candidates should be encouraged to consider how energy can feed into the process from the start right through until the
end; in this case, this would be discussing how the boulders originated, then were moved and finally deposited. Each stage in the
erratic’s formation can then be linked to energy. Those that responded in this sequential manner with constant links to energy were

able to achieve the highest marks.
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Question 1(b)(i)

(b) Study Table 1, which shows inputs and outputs of sediment for a beach in Cornwall, UK,
during 2017.

Summer Winter
Input (m?) Cliff erosion 43 100
Fluvial deposition 50 20
Beach nourishment 50 0
Output (m3) Marine erosion 20 69
Longshore drift 93 130

Table 1 Inputs and outputs of sediment for a beach in Cornwall, UK, during 2017

(i) Find the mode(s) of the data set shown in Table 1. [2]

Exemplar 1 2 marks

D 50 -and 20

Examiner commentary

This question required candidates to state the mode from the data set. Acknowledgement was given that candidates may interpret
the data set in a different manner and thus a range of marks was possible (this was the same for 2(b)(i) and 3(b)(i)). The majority

of candidates understood the mode referred to the most common number and were awarded both marks by simply writing the
numbers; nothing else was required.
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Question 1(b)(ii)

(ii)) Calculate the sediment budget for each season shown in Table 1.

You must show your working. [2]
Exemplar 1 2 marks
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Examiner commentary

The majority of candidates (and the corresponding questions of 2(b)(ii) and 3(b)(ii)) were able to complete the calculation correctly
as shown in this response. Occasionally candidates made errors with simple addition or with negative signs and therefore they
should be encouraged to double check their working.

Question 1(b)(iii)

(iii) State whether each season was in a surplus, deficit or equilibrium state. [2]

Exemplar 1 2 marks

b 1) | $ln summer :teve wad a surpiud  amd 10 wintel Here 1§ G degut

Examiner commentary

The majority of candidates achieved full marks on this question (and for the corresponding questions 2(b((iii) and 3(b)(iii)). There was
a good understanding that a positive figure represented a surplus and a negative figure a deficit. A number of candidates incorrectly
believed the answer to be equilibrium when they deemed the number in part ii to be small.
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A Level Geography

Question 1(c)

Exemplar Candidate Work

(c) Study Fig. 1, Isle of Skye, Scotland, UK; an area that has experienced climate change.

With reference to Fig. 1, explain the role of one geomorphic process in forming landform A.
3]

Exemplar 1 3 marks
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Examiner commentary

This question required candidates to explain the role of one geomorphic process in the formation of the landform shown. As with
this response, many candidates wrote about more than one process and it is important that candidates remember that it is their first
process that will be marked. Those candidates that took a step by step approach to explaining the role of the process were able to
easily access full marks on this question. In this response, this was through identifying that water enters cracks or lines of weakness in
the rocks, it then freezes and expands, and this then causes the rock to weaken further and collapse. Candidates were not awarded
marks for simply naming the process and this alone does not explain the formation of the landform. It is important to note that a
number of candidates did not understand the term ‘geomorphic process and as a result their answer was not credit-worthy.
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Question 1(d)

(d)* ‘Geology is the most significant influence on coastal landscapes.” To what extent do you
agree with this statement? [16]

Exemplar 1 AO1 8 marks, AO2 8 marks, Total 16 marks
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Exemplar Candidate Work
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Examiner commentary

There were two elements to this question; an understanding of the influence (role) of geology on coastal landscapes, as well as an
analysis and evaluation of its significance. In most instances this resulted in candidates comparing its role to that of other factors and
this approach enabled many to write a logical argument. To achieve Level 3 candidates needed to show comprehensive knowledge
and understanding of the role of geology as demonstrated in this exemplar through the discussion of the rock structure and its
chemical composition. The use of a case study is well integrated and allows the candidate to apply the points they are making to the
impact on that specific coastline. The candidate then goes on to evaluate the significance of geology by comparing different case
study examples. This comparison allowed the candidate to fully examine in which instances geology is most important and in which
instances there are more significant factors. Both breadth and depth responses from candidates were able to reach full marks, this
answer shows a comprehensive level of knowledge and understanding.

Exemplar 2 AO1 2 marks, AO2 2 marks, Total 4 marks
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Examiner commentary

For this question candidates needed to demonstrate their understanding of the role of geology, however, disappointingly many
answers did not reach beyond the notion of hard/soft rock and the creation of bays/headlands as shown in this response. All

too often candidates did not consider the influence of variables such as the rock strata, rock permeability or rock porosity. Whilst
coverage of all of these was not necessary for the top level, it was expected that candidates would be able to discuss one or more
with a higher level of detail.
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Question 2(d)

eology is the most significant influence on glaciated landscapes.” To what extent do you
d)* ‘Geology is th t significant infl glaciated landscapes.” To what extent do y
agree with this statement? [16]

Exemplar 1 AO1 5 marks, AO2 6 marks, Total = 1Tmarks

An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.
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Examiner commentary

In this response the influence of geology is discussed on The Lake District, which was a common case study referred to by
candidates. The candidate’s level of knowledge and understanding whilst thorough, could at times have been developed further.
By taking a ‘breadth’approach they demonstrate the comprehensive application and analysis by comparing geology to climate,
relief, human activity, and the size of the glacier; however, this resulted in some ideas lacking the detail required for Level 3 for AO1.
The candidate would have benefitted from further expanding on the role of geology and explain further the importance of rock
structure and chemical composition.
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A Level Geography Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 4(a)(i)

4 (a) Study Fig. 4, a climate graph for Yakutsk, northern Russia.

(i) With reference to Fig. 4, suggest how variations in temperature influence the size of one
store in the carbon cycle. [4]

Exemplar 1 4 marks
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Examiner commentary

This question required candidates to discuss the influence of temperature on one carbon store such as the biosphere or
atmosphere. As demonstrated in this response, the candidate needed to link the temperature to the change in the size of the store
and as only one store was required they then needed to develop those ideas. For example this candidate develops the idea of
increasing temperatures causing plant growth to the increase in photosynthesis and thus the growth of the store. They go on to link
temperature to decomposition and again connect this to the size of the biosphere thus continuing to focus on this one store.

Exemplar 2 4 marks
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Examiner commentary

This candidate makes a clear link between temperature and the size of the cryosphere with their initial comment that carbon will be
‘locked up’ They go on to make three further development points that link to decomposition. Although the question asks for only
one store, it was perfectly acceptable for candidates to refer to another in their development points. For example, explaining that the
size of the carbon store in the cryosphere will decrease and thus carbon will be released into the atmosphere. Although not present
in this response, a number of candidates wrote directly opposite points and these could not be double-credited.

Question 4(a)(ii)

(ii) Explain three limitations of such climate graphs in representing the climatic conditions of
a location. [3]

Exemplar 1 3 marks
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Examiner commentary

This question required candidates to explain 3 limitations climate graphs such as Fig. 4. A range of answers was considered
acceptable and the most common ones are shown in this response; unable to see the variation within the month, the graph only
covers 2 variables, and some reference to the data being only a year. Candidates must remember to write their limitations clearly and
not spend too much time explaining each in depth.
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[ ]
Question 4(b)

(b) Examine the significance of short term changes to the flows and stores in the water cycle.
[10]

Exemplar 1 5 marks
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Examiner commentary

As with most responses, this candidate discusses seasonal and diurnal changes. Both of these are well explained in relation to

the water cycle by discussing a variety of inputs, outputs, stores and processes. Whilst the majority of candidates were able to
discuss one or both of these short term changes, demonstrating an understanding of these changes was only part of the question.
Candidates were also required to examine the significance of the short term changes and unfortunately as shown in this answer,
this is something candidates often neglected to include thus limiting their answer to Level 2 at best. It is imperative that candidates
address the command words of the question in order to be able to access all the marks available.

Exemplar 2 10 marks
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Examiner commentary

This candidate demonstrates not only a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the short term changes with reference to
seasonal and diurnal changes, but also addresses the command words of the question. Through making reference to different areas

of the world, the candidate is able to examine the significance of the changes.
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Question 4(c)

(c)* ‘Reducing emissions is the most effective global management strategy to protect the carbon
cycle as a regulator of the Earth’s climate.” How far do you agree with this statement?

[16]
Exemplar 1

AO1 8 marks, AO2 8 marks, Total = 16 marks
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Examiner commentary

This question required candidates to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the strategies used to reduce emissions, as
well as applying this to analyse and evaluate the most effective strategy. This response is clearly structured and the candidate
begins by outlining how emissions can be reduced. As with the majority of candidates this included reference to the Kyoto and
Paris agreements, however, this response was awarded highly due to the level of detail included. Alongside this, the candidate is
able to discuss alternative strategies in a similar level of detail drawing on case study examples to explain how and where they
work. Once again a breadth or depth style of response was acceptable and in some cases (as shown here) candidates managed to
do both. Alongside this comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the strategies, the candidate evaluates each strategy in
order to reach a conclusion about whether they support the statement. Evaluation can be both positive and negative and the use
of the examples allow the candidate to demonstrate well developed ideas rather than more basic remarks such as it is cheap. The
well-structured nature of this response alongside strong evidence of their knowledge and understanding, as well as analysis and
evaluation throughout this answer enabled the candidate to achieve all the marks available for the question.

Exemplar 2 AO1 4 marks, AO2 5 marks, Total =9 marks
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Examiner commentary

In this response the candidate makes a comparison between international agreements and afforestation which is a perfectly
valid approach. For the first Assessment Objective (AO1), the candidate displays a thorough rather than comprehensive level

of knowledge and understanding. Whilst the candidate has given some examples of international agreements, on the whole

the response requires further place-specific examples regarding each strategy to access higher than Level 2. The candidate
demonstrates analysis and evaluation through not only evaluating each approach individually but also through comparing them.
Further discussion is needed in order to reach Level 3 and using specific examples of where approaches have and haven't worked

would be one way of doing so. Furthermore the candidate could expand further the idea of time and scale to evaluate each
initiative.

Exemplar 3 AO1 8 marks, AO2 8 marks, Total = 16 marks

An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix.
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Examiner commentary

As with many responses this candidate begins their answer in a logical manner by first discussing reducing emissions by global
management strategies such as the Paris Agreement. Their paragraph about this strategy is comprehensive and contains specific
details to support their example. The candidate is then able to evaluate the strategy by considering why it would be the most
effective strategy but also why it has not been wholly successful. In order to develop this analysis and evaluation further the
candidate then discusses a range of other strategies including wetland restoration and agricultural practices. Once more they
demonstrate comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the strategies before giving an evaluation of their use with reference
to scale and through comparisons with other strategies they have previously written about. This well-structured and focused
response thus enables the candidate to achieve full marks.
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Appendix

Below are the complete answers from the extracts included in this resource.

Question 2(d), AO1 5 marks, AO2 6 marks, Total = 11marks
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OCR Resources: the small print

OCR'’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made

to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR quialifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocrorg.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?

There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about
OCR quialifications or services (including
administration, logistics and teaching)
please feel free to get in touch with our
Customer Support Centre.

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627

Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office

The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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