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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-geography-h481.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www. 
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/ 
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www. ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/ managing-user-accounts/
http://www. ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/ managing-user-accounts/
http://www. ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/ managing-user-accounts/
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Section 1: What are the different approaches 
candidates take in answering questions 2(b) 
and 3(b)?

Exemplar 1 Part of a Level 3 response 

Page 18 of 33Print Script

26/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=81436...

An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Question 2(b)

In  answering Questions 2(b) and 3(b) there was a great variety of approaches taken by candidates. The more successful candidates 
tended to adopt the approaches shown in the exemplars that follow, but the following discussion outlines some of the other 
approaches – which did not always tend to be as successful. These included: where a candidate discussed just one political factor 
or one impact of migration only; where there was an outline of many factors or impacts but explanation lacked depth or any link 
as required in the question; where the response was almost entirely descriptive giving details of USA trade, or Brazil migration for 
example, i.e. case study knowledge per se, but with no attempt beyond this to answer the question; where countries selected for the 
case study could not be classified as an AC or EDC as required; or where - and this was a common occurrence - a relevant country 
name was used at the start of the response but thereafter there was no reference to it and no knowledge of place-specific details for 
it, such that the response was wholly generalised and could have applied to any country in that category . 

2

Page 20 of 33Print Script

26/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=81436...



Exemplar Candidate Work

5

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019
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Examiner commentary
This extract shows part of a response based on a USA case study. For Q2(b) candidates were asked to examine political factors that 
explain advantages for the international trade of an AC.  The approach taken in this exemplar is that two main political factors have 
been identified; each is discussed and linked to advantages for international trade. The first considers trade agreements established 
by the USA and some of its trading partners, including its membership of a trading bloc, with reference to free trade and reduction 
of trade barriers. The second recognises the importance of the USA’s political stability and reliable customs governance in creating 
an attractive investment environment. In both instances there are explicit links between the political factors and the advantages 
they create for international trade. The points made are supported by reference to specific, named trading partners, agreements and 
trade statistics.

Exemplar 2 Part of a Level 3 response 

Page 14 of 25Print Script

26/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=81436...

An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Examiner commentary
The approach taken in this second exemplar demonstrates the typical start of many responses to Q2(b). There is an opening 
sentence which identifies an appropriate example of an AC, as required. The second sentence identifies the first political factor – the 
long-standing stable, democratic government. This is then linked to the benefit of this business environment for MNC investment as 
an advantage for the international trade of the USA. This was the most frequently cited political factor in response to this question.
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Question 3(b)

Exemplar 1 Part of a Level 3 response

Page 16 of 25Print Script
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3

An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Page 18 of 25Print Script

26/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=81209...

Examiner commentary
This extract shows part of a response based on a Brazil case study. For Q3(b) candidates were asked to examine the impact of 
migration on the economic development of an EDC. The approach demonstrated here is the clear identification of a feature of 
migration and discussion of how this aspect of migration can be linked explicitly to the economic development of the country. In 
terms of economic development specific socio-economic characteristics of low-skilled, in-migrant, Haiti refugees have been linked 
to employment in various industrial sectors within the Brazilian economy such as agriculture.
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Exemplar 2 Part of a Level 3 response

Page 10 of 18Print Script

23/09/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=812...

An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Examiner commentary
This second exemplar for Q3(b) is part of a Level 3 response, again based on Brazil; this was by far the most frequently cited case 
study.  In this instance the candidate has written a paragraph on the impact of emigration on the economic development of this 
EDC. There is reference to the negative ‘brain drain’ effect on sectors such as education. The main focus though is on the benefits 
of migrant remittances for economic growth. This is briefly linked to overall impact on GDP at national scale, using appropriate 
statistics. There is also reference to the possible impacts of financial remittances on a smaller, more local scale for individual families 
receiving this form of income. There were many responses like this which linked remittances of different types to the economic 
development of the chosen country at different scales.
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Section 2: How have successful candidates 
scored the marks in questions 2(b) and 3(b)?

In their responses successful candidates provided a clear and explicit link between the two elements of the questions; for 2(b) this 
was the link between political factors and advantages for international trade, and for 3(b), the link between impacts of migration 
and economic development. All 8 marks were for knowledge and understanding (AO1). Higher marks, in Level 3, were achieved 
where explanations of the links were well-developed and where accurate place-specific detail was used to substantiate knowledge 
and understanding. Many of the more thorough responses displayed a simple, straightforward structure, with brief identification of 
the country (an AC for 2(b) or an EDC for 3(b) followed by two or three paragraphs of explanation / exemplification. Each individual 
paragraph tended to begin with identification of a relevant political factor or an impact of migration followed by development of 
the necessary link as required in the question.  
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Page 12 of 25Print Script
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Section 3: How do candidates move through 
the levels for the 16 mark essay questions?

Exemplar 1 Part of a Level 3 response 

Page 10 of 25Print Script

06/08/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=81209...

An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Question 1(d)
1

Examiner commentary
This extract is the first of three candidate responses to Question 1(d)* the essay question which asked for evaluation of the statement 
that ‘the impact of structural economic change on people and place is mainly socio-economic’ in the context of one country or 
region. This paragraph is part of a Level 3 response; and the two which follow are from Level 2 and Level 1 responses respectively. All 
three relate to environmental impacts for easy comparison. 

In this first response it is clear that the candidate had been discussing socio-economic impacts and now is further addressing 
the evaluative requirement by considering environmental impacts. There is detailed discussion of environmental problems 
during the manufacturing period before structural economic change and specific information regarding the environment during 
redevelopment, all in the context of Birmingham. The short concluding remarks at the end of this section demonstrate clear, secure 
understanding of structural economic change and its impacts.
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Exemplar 2 Part of a Level 2 response 
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Page 7 of 16Print Script
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Examiner commentary
This second exemplar is part of a Level 2 response to Question 1(d)*.  It demonstrates some understanding of the relative 
significance of the environmental impacts of structural economic change. There is reference to characteristics of the built 
environment and to unspecified pollution. There is also a link between impacts on the environment and socio-economic impacts 
regarding quality of life, standard of living and health. These are valid points but generalised. Furthermore the discussion at this point 
in the essay has not been set in the context of place; in this paragraph there is no place-specific detail for a country or region as 
required in the question. 

Exemplar 3 Part of a Level 1 response 
An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Page 9 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
This exemplar is part of a Level 1 response. There is limited reference to the environmental impacts of the Kenco scheme; 
improvements in the landscape and development are generalised and not clear. These impacts do not appear to be linked to any 
clear understanding of structural economic change and they are not securely supported by appropriate place-specific detail.  
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Section 4: How are the extended response 
criteria used to differentiate candidates in the 
16 mark essay questions?

After discussing the socio-economic impacts of structural economic change, many candidates also considered the environmental 
impacts of this change. This is one valid way of attempting to achieve further marks in AO2 for evaluation. Each of the three 
exemplars chosen above is only a part of the full essays but these extracts do show responses in each of the three different levels. 
The first exemplar demonstrates clear understanding of structural economic change; there is depth in discussion of earlier periods 
of manufacturing industry and air pollution and how redevelopment has involved environmental restoration. On the whole this 
complies mostly with the Level 3 descriptor for AO2 in the mark scheme: application is thorough; analysis is clear, developed 
and accurate; evaluation is detailed and judgements are secure and evidence based leading to rational conclusions. The second 
exemplar makes valid points but these are generalised. This relates mostly to the Level 2 descriptor in AO2 which identifies terms 
such as reasonable, sound, some accuracy and limited use of evidence. The third exemplar is unclear in showing understanding of 
structural economic change and its impact on the environment; the case study material cited was possibly not the most appropriate 
choice. This was best matched to the Level 1 descriptor in AO2 which includes terms such as basic, simple analysis and limited 
accuracy.
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Exemplar 1 Part of a Level 3 response 

Page 20 of 25Print Script
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An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Question 4

Section 5: What are the different ways 
candidates tackle the 16 mark essay 
questions?
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Examiner commentary
The four extracts above are selected parts of a Level 3 response for Question 4*. This was the Human Rights essay question in which 
candidates were asked to discuss the relative consequences of global governance of human rights issues in the short and longer 
terms. The way in which this candidate answered the question was similar to many responses in that there was a brief essay plan, an 
introduction, a section on short term consequences, a section on longer term consequences and a conclusion. 

The introduction immediately establishes that it is the consequences of global governance of human rights issues that is the 
required focus of the response, as evident in the question. There is also a brief indication of the nature of the short and longer term 
consequences. 

Each of the short and longer term sections in the main body of the essay is illustrated with reference to Honduras case study 
material. 

There is a rational conclusion based on the secure judgements made in the preceding discussion, and on the detailed and relevant 
evidence provided by the place-specific detail.

The essay fits the Level 3 Quality of Extended Response descriptor in the mark scheme, demonstrating a well-developed line of 
reasoning, a clear and logical structure and the information presented is relevant and substantiated.
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Exemplar 1 Part of a Level 1 response 

Page 12 of 14Print Script
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An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Question 5

Page 12 of 14Print Script
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Examiner commentary
The three extracts above are parts of a Level 1 response for Question 5*. This was the Power and Borders essay question in which 
candidates were asked to discuss the relative consequences of global governance of sovereignty issues in the short and longer 
terms. The approach contrasts with that of the Question 4* essay commented on above. The way in which the candidate answered 
this question was similar to many other responses in that its structure was case study by case study. This is not the reason for its low 
mark; this is a perfectly possible approach, but it can lead to repetition and in many instances by writing all a candidate knows about 
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two case studies with little other commentary they may not necessarily be answering the question explicitly.

In this instance an essay plan might have been of value; it can be helpful in establishing the requirements of the question, 
identifying the main points needed in the answer and it can also provide some structure around which place-specific detail could be 
applied. 

The introduction was limited in scope and demonstrated limited understanding of the requirements of the question. 

The first case study, Ukraine, included limited knowledge and understanding of global governance and was weighted more towards 
the actual problems of conflict rather than their governance. The second case study of South Sudan took a similar approach. 

In the conclusion there was some reference to the requirements of the question by reference to the short and long term but these 
were barely substantiated by the evidence of the preceding case studies.

Examiner commentary continued
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Exemplar 1 Entire response. Point marked 3/3

Page 4 of 33Print Script
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Question 1(a)

Section 6: How effectively are candidates 
using resources when answering questions?
The four candidate exemplars below demonstrate effective use of evidence from the resources. In each case the first step has 
been to select appropriate data by careful analysis of the resource in relation to the question. This has enabled candidates to use 
and apply this evidence to support their answer. Often in the better answers the evidence is incorporated as an integral part of 
the response. The selected evidence is applied as part of the discussion and interpretation of the question rather than just being 
presented as isolated, descriptive statement of fact with no other linked commentary. 

Examiner commentary
The use of resources in answering questions was required for Questions 1(a), 1(b), 2(a)(i) and 3(a)(i). Candidate exemplars are 
provided here for each of these to illustrate where use of evidence from resources has been effective.

For Question 1(a) candidates were required to use evidence from Figure 1, a photograph of Shadwell, to explain why local residents 
might contest efforts to rebrand their neighbourhood. In the exemplar above, the candidate has successfully identified a relevant 
piece of evidence by pointing to the ‘for sale’ sign for luxury apartments. This has achieved the one AO3 mark available for this 
question. Conclusions have then been drawn on the basis of that evidence in relation to question; there is reference to access and 
availability of convenience goods / stores for local residents. Again this has been successfully achieved with appropriate and sensibly 
developed interpretation for the further two AO2 marks available. The response is straight to the point and directly answers the 
question.
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Exemplar 1 Part of a Level 3 response 8/8

Page 6 of 25Print Script
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An extract of the answer has been used here. A full copy of the answer is available in the appendix. 

Question 1(b)

Examiner commentary
For Question 1(b) candidates were required to use evidence from Figure 1 (photograph) and Figure 2 (census data) to contrast 
formal and informal representations of place. Although there are 4 marks allocated to both AO2 and AO3 this is a levels marked 
question.

In this part of the response the exemplar demonstrates good use of evidence from each of the resources to analyse contrasts in the 
two types of representation. There is reference to luxury apartments, high rise tower blocks and the DLR in the photograph, and 
to specific figures including outright ownership of housing from the census data. These pieces of information have been used to 
support discussion of the contrasts between each form of representation in evoking emotional attachment or a sense of place.

This response demonstrates sensible use and application of the evidence to help answer the question explicitly. There is clear, 
developed analysis and thorough investigation of the census data and information from the photograph to fully evidence the 
contrasts.

1
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Exemplar 1 Entire response. Point marked 3/4

Page 9 of 18Print Script
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Question 2(a)(i)

Examiner commentary
For Question 2(a)(i) in the trade option the requirement was to study a line graph of India’s exports of commercial services and 
to suggest one advantage and one disadvantage of the presentation technique in representing this data. This is a point marked 
question and all 4 marks available are assessed in AO3.

In this exemplar the candidate has correctly identified an advantage in that the graph shows trends over time but the attempted 
explanation has not been credited. The comment concerning patterns between years is not convincing and did not achieve the 
development mark. A disadvantage is clearly stated – that only total values for commercial services are shown - and this has been 
developed appropriately with reference to the graph’s limitation in not showing information on exports of services for individual 
sectors.
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Exemplar 1 Entire response. Point marked 4/4
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Question 3(a)(i)

Examiner commentary
For Question 3(a)(i) in the migration option the requirement was to study a line graph of in-migration of Indian-born females to 
Australia and to suggest one advantage and one disadvantage of the presentation technique in representing this data. This is a point 
marked question and all 4 marks available are assessed in AO3.

In this exemplar the candidate has correctly identified an advantage relating to the clarity of the scale and that this enables 
calculation of overall net migration for the time period. This point is further developed and supported by use of accurate statistical 
evidence gleaned from the graph. A disadvantage is clearly stated in that the figures are only annual and this is a limitation of the 
graph since seasonal fluctuations of immigrant numbers are not shown.
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Appendix
Below are the complete answers from the extracts included in this resource.

Question 1(b), Level 3, 8 marks
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Question 1(d) – Exemplar 1, Level 3

Page 8 of 25Print Script

06/08/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=81209...

Page 10 of 25Print Script

06/08/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=81209...



Exemplar Candidate Work

23

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019

Page 12 of 25Print Script

06/08/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=81209...

Question 1(d) – Exemplar 2, Level 2
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Question 1(d) – Exemplar 3, Level 1

Page 9 of 14Print Script

23/09/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=814...



Exemplar Candidate Work

26

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019

Page 10 of 14Print Script

23/09/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=814...



Exemplar Candidate Work

27

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019

Question 2(b) – Exemplar 1, Level 3
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Question 2(b) – Exemplar 2, Level 3
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Question 3(b) – Exemplar 1, Level 3
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Question 3(b) – Exemplar 2, Level 3
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Question 4, Level 3
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OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

Need to get in touch?
If you ever have any questions about 
OCR qualifications or services (including 
administration, logistics and teaching)  
please feel free to get in touch with our 
Customer Support Centre. 

General qualifications
Telephone  01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk
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