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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-geography-h481.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/223012-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-geography-h481.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/


Exemplar Candidate Work

4

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 1 2 marks 

Question 2(a)

Examiner commentary
The resource for this question provided a lot of scope for candidates to identify limitations based upon the fact that this could be a 
place where Ebola existed hence the sign saying ‘stop’ and the implication there is Ebola in the village, OR it could be saying people 
have to stop before entering in case of Ebola. Candidates used both viewpoints in their answer.  Points were only credited if they 
applied to a direct strategy for mitigating against an epidemic of a contagious disease. The marks were achieved for identifying that 
it is not an official sign, and that there is no further information. The last point is almost repetition of the first and so no credit was 
given.

On the 3 mark questions examiners were looking for 3 clear and concise bullet points so marks could be identified quickly. There is 
no need to explain the limitations in any depth. This should save candidates time they can then apply to the rest of the paper. 
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Exemplar 1 6 marks 

Question 2(b)

Examiner commentary
The most common examples of international organisations provided were the WHO or GlaxoSmithKline. The question implied one 
international organisation’s ‘role’ in combating disease and in the majority of cases most candidates did do this. Some answers did 
show their knowledge and understanding of the organisations but the marks came through developing ideas on the roles they play 
in combating disease. One role well explained would most likely have achieved 4-5 marks, the best responses generally included 
two roles in detail however this wasn’t vital to achieve full marks as explained in the mark scheme. 

This candidate achieved full marks as they got straight to the point selecting the WHO then focusing on the roles. Role 1 – 
eradication of polio, role 2, education. The answer was well developed with the inclusion of the explanation of the global strategies 
used for each role; in this case the 3 dose vaccine and education on spread of disease. This candidate was both clear and also time 
efficient in achieving full marks. 
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Exemplar 1 3 marks 

Question 5(a)

Examiner commentary
This candidate selected 3 limitations clearly on scale, magnitude and also the fact that the graph was out of date ending in 2013. 
They also identified the missing intervals.

The majority of candidates were able to select 3 clear limitations and this type of answer appeared in many responses. 
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Exemplar 1 6 marks 

Question 5(b)
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Examiner commentary
In the majority of cases this question was well answered and clearly something the majority of candidates had a good 
understanding of.

The key pieces of evidence are age of sea floor rocks, evidence of continental drift and Paleaomagnetism. Examiners were primarily 
looking to see there was knowledge and understanding in the ‘explanation’ of Palaeomagnetism. The inclusion of this information 
was essential in candidates being able to achieve Level 3. 

This candidate’s answer goes above and beyond the full 6/6 marks achieved, as it demonstrates excellent Geography. The answer 
clearly picks up the idea of stripes forming in the rock which contain iron particles. They link the changing patterns to the shift in 
polarity of earth and ocean trenches, thus the idea of sea floor growing and spreading. 

Commonly candidates were able to link ideas such as shape of continents, fossil evidence and rock type as additional evidence for 
sea floor spreading.

This candidate has equally included and explained a wide variety of this evidence in their answer, securing them full marks. Those 
candidates only able to describe the evidence with simple ideas would have likely achieved a Level 1.
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Exemplar 1 11 marks 

Question 6
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Examiner commentary
This response gives an authoritative introduction of the difference between formal and informal representation of place. This is also 
exemplified. Unfortunately this was not something which appeared to be well understood by the majority of candidates despite 
Changing Places; Making Places being a compulsory topic. 

This candidate was confident in their ability to discuss and exemplify how climate change can affect informal representation. 
Examples from the response included; drought and floods and how this can be reported in the news, photos and their ability to 
change perception of future tourists thus affecting the economy. As well as examples such as google images, documentaries, e.g. 
those about melting ice caps as well as the differing political orientations of the various newspapers on sale. There was evidence in 
the candidate’s answer of clear and explicit attempts to make appropriate synoptic links. This resulted in well-developed ideas and 
thus a ‘comprehensive’ answer. 

This response was just below full marks, in order to achieve 12 marks the inclusion of positive impacts of climate change such as the 
example of vineyards in the UK would have balanced the answer.
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Exemplar 1 10 marks

Question 7



Exemplar Candidate Work

12

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
This question was linking the compulsory landscape systems (coastal, glaciated or dryland) to disease. The majority of responses 
were coastal due to this being the most popular of the options. 

The best answers were really able to link the idea of changes in one landscape to patterns of disease, whereas lower scoring answers 
tended to consider disease prevalence in these environments.

This candidate selected the coastal landscape, they show good knowledge and understanding of what a coast is, as well as 
identifying the changes which could occur such as change in sea level. They then go on to look at flooding and the potential 
for cholera and malaria. Whilst this candidate did achieve a mark in level 4, it would have been good to see a more developed 
explanation of why these diseases are more prevalent in these conditions or give mention of a place which could or has suffered 
from coastal flooding and rise in disease.

What is particularly nice to see in this answer is the high level thinking about how these conditions would not influence non 
communicable disease.

Exemplar 2 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
In contrast to the last example of question 7, this is an example of a route that a few candidates took to answer the question. While 
the OCR specification gives the choice of learning (one of ) either coastal, glaciated or drylands as a compulsory landscape system, 
we felt there was some merit in this style of answer.

In this case we accepted a broad description of a landscape system – this being the Nile Delta in Africa. 

While this wasn’t effective in demonstrating the changes which could happen in a system like this it did outline change in the 
human environment of the area thus leading to more unsanitary conditions and the rise in waterborne disease. Although this 
answer wasn’t ‘typical’ we saw a number of candidates approach this question in this way. What candidates could have included was 
the idea of the water store and how it changes and thus potential for disease.
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Exemplar 1 9 marks 

Question 8
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Examiner commentary
This example tackles human rights on the ocean in a different but potentially more obvious way – the refugee crisis. Again this 
candidate has answered with excellent place specific knowledge, in this case using the oceans to escape. This candidate has 
reflected true synopticity, arguably also showing their understanding of migration, routes of migration and how this leads to human 
rights abuse. This is cleverly linked to global governance via the idea of the laws used on the ocean where refugees are concerned 
which is why this gained high marks.

There is some confusion in the answer referencing Pakistan, had this been better with correct links, facts and figures this answer 
would have been closer to obtaining full marks.

Exemplar 2 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
For this question the majority of answers assessed global governance in relation to territorial integrity. Most answers made reference 
to UNICLOS and were able to explain what this was and how it worked. This is a good example of that and what we were seeing on 
many of the responses to question 8. The candidate is able to demonstrate this clearly and it is well linked to an example – in this 
case the issues faced for fisherman in Somalia. The best answers in this did link to the real World and this example shows this done 
well. This candidate achieved 6 marks as they needed to develop their answer further with the inclusion of another issue of human 
rights on the ocean. Were they able to demonstrate this well, the response had potential to move up to Level 3.
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Exemplar 1 8 marks 

Question 9
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Examiner commentary
Overall candidates showed a good understanding of time-space compression and were generally competent when applying this to 
their understanding of the global food system.

This example is excellent as the candidate has gone straight into answering the question. Immediately the idea of technology 
improving, reducing space and leading to the global village. This is a nice introduction into our ability to transport food globally. 
They touch on containerisation, flow of capital and trade, but the candidate doesn’t explain the point fully with ideas such as 
moving perishable food more readily around the World. It would have been good to see an expansion of thinking on how this has 
led to food flowing more easily, as well as make links to the next paragraph. The candidate makes clear reference to the idea of 
both land grabbing and being able to obtain food globally - something that not all candidates were able to do to a thorough or 
comprehensive level.

The only further development which could improve the response would be the discussion of how TNCs use machinery and agro 
chemicals to maximise crop yield and the potential impact that this could have.

The final paragraph references spread of cultures in the food industry with the example of fast food outlets such as KFC. This could 
be further linked to the demands of more affluent western societies who demand food all year round despite it being out of season.

Overall a very good Level 3 answer.
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Exemplar 1 12 marks 

Question 10
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Examiner commentary
The key to this question was the word ‘seismic’. This created a common misconception amongst candidates and many just 
associated the word with ‘tectonic’.

This was an extremely high level answer with comprehensive knowledge and understanding of synoptic Geography. By starting 
with a definition of seismic and ideas of the types of hazards produced, it enabled the candidate to sequence their thoughts and 
‘stick to the question’. There is comprehensive discussion of liquefaction which is well aided by using Christchurch as an example. 
While there isn’t a need to include examples they do tend to help candidates in making their point clearly and thus extending the 
marks they achieve.

As the question links to the water cycle the candidates could have mentioned any aspect of the hydrological system. The concept 
of ‘store’ was one most widely used. This candidate is able to discuss this extremely well via links to the stores as a result of Tsunamis. 
A point to note is that many candidates were able to discuss the fact that Tsunami’s were triggered as a result of an earthquake, 
however in order to achieve the maximum marks we wanted to see the connection to the water cycle and in this case as ‘a shift in 
flow or store of water’. At times this limited answers to a Level 2.

This candidate achieved full marks, however if the answer were to be improved the consideration of how the water cycle negatively 
impacted recovery would have been useful. Examples could have included disruption to transport and thus emergency service 
access or periods of prolonged rainfall after a tectonic event and the issues associated with this.
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Exemplar 2 5 marks 
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Examiner commentary
This candidate begins their response by discussing the importance of the water cycle. This would have been more effective if 
discussed in terms of a systems approach with inputs and stores as setting up these ideas could have enabled the candidate to 
channel their points and ensure these areas were covered in their response.

They correctly associate seismic with earthquake activity however a mention of the fact that they cause ‘severe and tragic impacts’ 
isn’t then exemplified. Again, had this discussion have occurred it may have been followed up later in the answer.

This response was one that examiners seemed to come across regularly with the discussion of a Tsunami. This is an example where 
the idea of the shift in the store of the water is not effectively conveyed which limits the quality of the response. The effects of 
sea water however are discussed with some accuracy. This response is reasonable as they have shown some attempts at making 
synoptic links with the idea of Tsunamis and impacts of saltwater however with no other examples of impacts on the water cycle it 
restricted the mark to Level 2.
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Exemplar 1 27 marks (AO1, 6 marks + AO2, 21 marks)

Question 12
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Examiner commentary
This question was the most popular from the climate change option. This candidate starts their essay with a secure introduction 
giving some background on why climate change is an issue as well as the agencies involved in reducing impact. There is thorough 
knowledge and understanding of how mass consumption of fossil fuels to enable a country to development is one of the catalysts 
to climate change. This is well exemplified with a range of impacts in named countries of the World. 

By setting the scene and following a clear structure this has enabled the candidate to sequence their points of discussion, 
something that can often lead to more authoritative evaluation throughout their answer. This is often indicative of a high level 
answer.

The first example given is the approach of the UN and in particular the Kyoto Agreement. Again secure knowledge and 
understanding has been shown with clear description, facts and figures used to discuss the policy. What is especially good about 
this answer is that it evaluates throughout the paragraph. Firstly by discussing membership of the likes of India being exempt and 
how this impacted on the USAs decision not to ratify. This is then further backed up by a concluding sentence of the success of 
Kyoto. This is a fantastic example of evaluation as it is clear and therefore easy for examiners to recognise and credit. Equally it is 
comprehensive in its approach to answering the question.

The candidate makes good use of the successes of Paris before approaching the second half of the question – national and sub 
national policies. This section is a little lesson convincing and there is some confusion over the use of Denmark and California as 
countries.

Where this candidate could have improved is a more thorough explanation of methods employed by both Denmark and California 
to combat climate change. This would have provided the opportunity to analyse and compare the use of national/sub national and 
thus provided opportunity for a more comprehensive evaluation of the relative successes. 

The addition of these points would have led to a more detailed and substantiated analysis and evaluative that can provide a secure 
judgment through the conclusion. This could have enabled the candidate to achieve full marks.



Exemplar Candidate Work

28

A Level Geography 

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 1 33 marks (AO1, 9 marks + AO2, 24 marks)

Question 13
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Examiner commentary
What is very encouraging is that this candidate starts with a plan. This is something examiners are seeing more frequently but 
something which could be further developed by candidates and centres. This plan is simple but allows the candidate to divide up 
their ideas on communicable and non-communicable disease laying out the foundations of their response and has enabled them to 
set out a clear introduction.

Overall examiners thought this was a fabulous response showing a very comprehensive understanding of Geography. It uses 
Ethiopia and the UK throughout the response comparing Malaria with Cancer and is also able to back this up with appropriate data. 
The key points for evaluation used by the candidate included the ability of the government to provide healthcare and subsequent 
effects of the shift of money away from other sectors. The ability to help people financially via state benefits was also referenced as 
well as ideas on the patient’s inability to work and financial burden that places on the family and on the economy of the country. As 
well as looking at the economic burden they critically evaluate the social impact including becoming a carer or not being able to go 
to school and thus the compounding impact on the cycle of poverty.

The way in which the candidate approached this essay enabled examiners to see comprehensive application of knowledge and 
convincing analysis which is fully accurate due to it being well exemplified. Drawing on this information shows secure judgements 
and a rational conclusion by arguing that disease can create a barrier to economic development.

In the time available this candidate couldn’t have done any more, however, further critique of the issue could have come via the use 
of examples of other diseases.
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Exemplar 1 16 marks (AO1, 4 marks + AO2, 12 marks)

Question 15
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Examiner commentary
This was the less popular essay for this option. 

This candidate gives a short but succinct introduction on island communities being at threat. Some exemplification of these threats 
and of where island communities exist could have been added in this paragraph to exemplify their understanding more thoroughly.

Overall it is quite a short response using the Maldives as an example. The candidate gives the example of building a sea wall at Male 
and does evaluate its lack of appropriateness for smaller atolls. Other adaptations given include the creation of an artificial island – a 
point that they could have developed, evaluating the consequences of moving vast numbers of the island populations. This leads 
them to finish with a limited generalised conclusion which offers a limited use of evidence.

What this response is lacking is depth of knowledge and understanding, hence it being marked in Level 2 – ‘reasonable’. The 
candidate has given some exemplification of adaptation but the discussion of potential impacts are not clear. Discussions relating 
to physical impacts such as loss of land, salt water incursion on low-lying fields and into fresh water aquifers and loss of coral reefs or 
socio-economic impacts; such as loss of incomes or erosion of traditional cultures would have increased A01 to Level 3 or 4. 

The response is very descriptive and evaluation is not thorough. This could have been improved by more examples of adaptation 
such as breakwaters, desalinisation plants or afforestation on beaches and the relative successes of each could have enabled the 
candidate to reach a more secure judgments on whether adaptation for island communities is successful.
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Exemplar 1 20 marks (AO1, 5 marks + AO2, 15 marks)

Question 16
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Examiner commentary
This was the more popular of the Exploring Oceans essay questions. Candidates seemed to pick up especially on the topical themes 
of plastic pollution which has had a great deal of media attention recently. 

In trying to proportion marks in A01 examiners wanted to see balanced detail of both plastics and oil spills to achieve Level 4 in A01 
depending on the quality of the response unbalanced detail of plastics and oil spills would have most likely obtained a Level 3.  

This example is a good example of an essay, where is has scored just over half the marks available in both AO1 and AO2. It would 
be good to see a more thoughtful introduction where the scene is set with some of the issues faced in oceans are discussed. 
Unfortunately seeing ‘in this essay’ is not the most considered start to an evaluative essay.

The candidate goes straight into their assessment of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. This is a clear example of a candidate being able 
to describe what they have learnt from the textbook effectively. They are able to give details on the immediate impact of the disaster 
and there is a basic discussion on the effects on the ecosystem. It would have been good to see this argument extended to the long 
term effects of the disaster and difficulties faced in mitigating such disasters. The chemical dispersants are discussed but again this 
argument could have been further developed.

The essay moved on to a basic description of the Pacific garbage patch. The essay lacks thorough evaluation seen in some of the 
other examples given. There could have been some discussion on the long term effects of plastic in the ocean as well as the idea of 
movement of the ocean gyres and impact on dispersion of plastic within the ocean. This example could have further expanded on 
the effects of plastic on the marine ecosystem and this could have created effective evaluation on the impacts of both oil and plastic 
on the ecosystem over time. Overall the essay shows there is a line of reasoning with link between rationale and conclusion.
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Exemplar 1 23 marks (AO1, 6 marks + AO2, 17 marks)

Question 17
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Examiner commentary
There appeared to be a similar number of candidates selecting either of the food essays.

This candidate gives a nice introduction allowing the reader to understand that natural shocks can significantly impact food security. 
It would, however, have been good to see some examples of types of shocks or a definition just to provide initial clarity to the 
answer. This could have included examples such as rapid change, drought, flooding, tectonics or heatwaves.

The answer makes an assessment of how shocks impact India and Gulf areas and thorough knowledge and understanding is 
demonstrated.

Physical shocks in India are considered; these include lack of rainfall and possibility of desertification. There is clear discussion of 
deforestation and the impacts this has on the growing environment. The links to food are more tentative however and it could be 
improved by explaining why this is a shock and how the food supply system is affected and consequently impacts the population.

Gulf regions like Qatar focus more on human shocks and their ability to mitigate via land grabbing. Evaluation tended to consider 
the differential impacts on ACs, EDCs and LIDCs. The candidate mentions monoculture in LIDCs but the lack of exemplification here 
limits the answer and again could be an appropriate area to improve on.

Generally the answer is descriptive in the situations faced at differing ends of the development spectrum and evaluation isn’t 
consistent throughout. This could be developed by breath of examples whereby other shocks are considered such as those 
mentioned as exemplars for the introduction. For more comprehensive evaluation, assessment of how shocks affect the 
transport, and storage components of the food system could have really lifted this answer and helped the candidate demonstrate 
comprehensive application and a more substantiated evaluation. 
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Exemplar 1 30 marks (AO1, 8 marks + AO2, 22 marks)

Question 19
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Examiner commentary
Hazards is by far the most popular option on the paper. This question was the marginally less popular of the two. The question 
allowed a great deal of scope on the severity of impacts of a volcanic eruption due to location. Focus tended to be on location being 
at different ends of the development spectrum as opposed to location being about its actual situation; this could have included 
coastal or inland for example. 

This candidate however is a very successful example of ‘comprehensive’ discussion of the locational factors which can affect volcanic 
impact. They use a range of examples – Iceland, Indonesia and the USA (with use of both Mt St Helens and Yellowstone). This use of 
a variety of examples has enabled the candidate to discuss a range of factors such as the type of eruption, island location, potential 
scale of an eruption as well as the concept of ability to mitigate as a result of the countries level of development. 

This is an excellent answer and as examiners, this style of answer is great to see, as not only is the candidate is really exploring the 
title but they are also showing good Geography with breadth of examples. This has enabled them to provide clear, convincing 
analysis which is both accurate and authority. 

Where this candidate could have improved was showing a little more specific detail, such as key figures or the idea of the Icelandic 
ash being in the proximity of the jet stream. Expansion of types of eruptions and their explosively could have been expanded 
upon or why super volcanoes are considered to be such a risk in today’s World. This are however only small details as this is a very 
successful answer. 
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Exemplar 1 16 marks (AO1, 5 marks + AO2, 11 marks)

Question 20
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Examiner commentary
This question was the marginally more popular option. There are a number of points of overlap between this example and the last as 
successful mitigation can be determined by many of the points discussed in Q19. 

This is an example highlighted as it is what could be described as a classic ‘D’ grade style essay. The style of what has been written 
is something that we frequently see throughout section C. This is a candidate who has a thorough knowledge and understanding 
of the mitigation of volcanoes but is let down by their application. This candidate scored 11 marks for A02 and demonstrated 
‘reasonable’ application throughout as there was limited/no use of actual place evidence. They mention differing levels of 
development and the terms ACs and LIDCS are evidenced however without actual named examples it limits it. 

Had this candidate had even named specific volcanoes and provided basic details it could have easily pushed A02 into Level 3.
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Need to get in touch?
If you ever have any questions about 
OCR qualifications or services (including 
administration, logistics and teaching)  
please feel free to get in touch with our 
Customer Support Centre. 
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