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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/316659-specification-accredited-gcse-
media-studies-j200.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/316659-specification-accredited-gcse-media-studies-j200.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/316659-specification-accredited-gcse-media-studies-j200.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/316659-specification-accredited-gcse-media-studies-j200.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiner commentary
One mark was given for knowledge of this term, even if the spelling was not accurate.  Most candidates got one mark for this 
question.

Question 2

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This is part of a longer answer but this excerpt has already gained the full four marks.  

The ‘inform’ aspect of Reithian values is explained at the end of the excerpt, meeting the requirement in the mark scheme for ‘2 
marks for a valid detailed explanation of how music radio stations can meet PSB requirements’.  

The example from the Radio 1 Live Lounge meets the requirement for ‘2 marks for effective exemplification of public service 
broadcasting requirements being met in the Radio 1 Live Lounge’.

Answers could not earn two marks for exemplifying the ‘entertain’ part of ‘educate, inform and entertain’ as this is not a distinctively 
PSB requirement, which meant that some answers using this formulation lost marks for exemplification.
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Exemplar 2 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This approach to Question 2 – using more specific PSB requirements, such as, in this case, ‘Representing diversity and alternative 
viewpoints’ – tended to encourage more effective exemplification.

Examiner commentary
This answer contains no reference to PSB requirements and no exemplification from the programme, hence the zero mark.  A 
number of weaker answers stated erroneously that a large or mass audience meets PSB requirements.
This shows the importance of being sure to answer the question, though in this case it appears that the candidate failed to 
understand the question rather than ignoring it.

Exemplar 3 0 marks
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer focuses on representational differences in the two set music videos studied, with specific reference to contrasting 
stereotypes of young people.  This is a valid approach even though the question asks about music videos in general (as it is an AO1 – 
knowledge and understanding – question), as the illustration demonstrates an understanding of representation and ideologies.

There was a tendency with some candidates using the Vamps/Little Mix pair of videos to focus on media language or be descriptive, 
rather than addressing representations, but this candidate has avoided these pitfalls. 

Exemplar 2 1 mark
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Examiner commentary
This answer shows some knowledge of the music videos, and so gains the one mark for a weak attempt to show knowledge and 
understanding of representation, but fails to address the issue of representation effectively, instead focusing on media language in a 
descriptive manner.

The Ronson/Beyoncé pairing was perhaps the most popular of the four, many answers contrasting the sexualised representation of 
women in the Ronson video with the powerful representation of women in the Beyoncé  video, with better answers addressing the 
complexities of representation in both videos but still linking these to differences.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Examiner commentary
This was an analysis of an unseen extract, which might be expected to create added difficulty, but candidates appeared to find the 
question accessible.  

The question asked for analysis of stereotypes – in the plural – so at least two examples were required for answers to reach the top 
band.  This answer accurately refers to three stereotypes that are activated by the cover (ignoring the initial comment) so earns full 
marks, even though none of the analyses are developed at length.

Note that answers could gain marks for arguing that Kate Bush’s image was stereotypically sexualised or anti-stereotypically not 
sexualised as either is an acceptable analysis given the source material.
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Exemplar 2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer starts by analysing media language rather than representation, then tries to make a point about stereotypes of 
femininity.  Had this been more successful it could have earned 3 marks for analysis of one stereotype, but this point was too 
descriptive so the answer remained at the bottom of the band.  It did not enter the ‘minimal’ band as there was ‘some focus on how 
media representations are used in the extract’.
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Question 5

Exemplar 1 AO2(1a) : 10/10     AO2(1b) : 5/5     15 marks
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Examiner commentary
This proved an accessible question and most candidates could compare the media language in the two extracts regardless of their 
level of understanding of BBC Music magazine. 

This answer, though unusually long, undertakes the same analyses that weaker answers might attempt with less depth, breadth, or 
accuracy.  Analyses (AO2.1a) of typography, language-use in cover lines, and colour palettes are clearly linked to judgements and 
conclusions (AO2.1b) about the significance of musical genre weighed up against the significance of target audience.

Exemplar 2 AO2(1a) : 5/10     AO2(1b) : 4/5     9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer gained a middle Level 2 mark for analysis and a Level 3 mark for judgements and conclusions.  The AO2 (1a) analysis, 
though accurate, is imprecise, but clear AO2 (1b) judgements are made.  For example, ‘colourful fonts’ and ‘relaxed placement of 
images and headlines’, though vague, does link to a clear judgement about the casual nature of rock music.  The AO2 (1b) mark 
cannot go higher than 4, however, as the judgements are not fully supported by the weak analysis.
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Question 6

Exemplar 1 1mark

Examiner commentary
One mark for the correct answer.
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question was accessible to candidates who knew uses and gratifications theory – as this answer shows – and also were familiar 
with the online Guardian/Observer as a source of exemplification – which is not clear from this answer.  

This answer easily earns the first two marks for explaining social interaction and integration but only earns one of the two marks 
available for exemplification as this is too generalised.  To earn a second mark the answer needs a specific reference to one 
example such as: how the opinion section allows comments, how pieces are promoted as ‘most commented’ on the website, how 
the site encourages comments with Guardian picks, how the site allows responses to specific comments, how the site asks for 
recommendations and so on.

Similarly, answers using surveillance needed to give examples such as explicit live updating or the different sections of the website 
offering a sense of knowing about culture, news and sport, for example, to gain two marks for exemplification.
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Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This answer demonstrates some knowledge of uses and gratifications theory, so gains one mark.  Many weak answers where the 
candidates did not know the theory gained zero or were ‘no response’ answers.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer gains full marks for effective analyses of the representation of two social groups.
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Exemplar 2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer is fairly typical of those that ‘list social groups present in the extract with some attempt at representation analysis’, except 
that it is at the better end of such answers and almost makes it up to three marks for the analysis of one social group.  The section on 
’actors’ is highly descriptive; that on the food activist approaches a representation analysis.

The weakest answers at this mark point were very descriptive – ‘there is a black man’, ‘there is a woman’ but at least understood the 
concept of ‘social group’.  Some candidates really struggled with this concept and perhaps needed a checklist of social groups they 
might look to analyse in any extract.
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Question 9

Exemplar 1 AO2(1a) : 8/10     AO2(1b) : 5/5     13 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer is synoptic – it meets the requirement to draw together elements from the full course of study, including different 
areas of the theoretical framework and media contexts.  In their responses candidates need either to draw together more than one 
area of the framework (media language and audience in this case) or to cover one area of the framework plus media contexts. This 
requirement will be found in one question on each paper.  In the future, the synoptic question will be phrased so that candidates 
simply need to answer all parts of the question to achieve synopticity.  In practice, candidates this year writing at a good enough 
standard to earn more than 8 marks for AO2(1a) automatically met the requirement.

This answer gains eight marks for analysis even though it is not highly detailed, because it is (mostly) accurate, focused on media 
language, and made relevant to a judgement about the role of genre conventions – this clear judgement gaining the full five marks.  

Every time the answer discusses another area such as audience, it is in relation to media language, the focus of the question.  So 
target audience is linked to the colour palette, the mise-en-scène of the photography, and a slightly weak argument about the mix 
of fonts.  Many weaker answers simply discussed audience, representation or industry without reference to the media language, and 
did not achieve high marks (see the next exemplar).

Exemplar 2 AO2(1a) : 5/10     AO2(1b) : 2/5     7 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer does contain some accurate media language analysis – the informative tone of the headline quoted and the formal 
connotations of the serif fonts – but most of the answer is descriptive or doesn’t answer the question.  There is just enough here to 
warrant five marks for analysis.

It is unclear whether or not the candidate understands the broadsheet/quality genre.  The first paragraph suggests some 
understanding, but the second and third paragraphs suggests they are using the term ‘genre convention’ to refer to the specific 
political stance or other recurrent features of The Observer (this was a common feature of weaker answers) rather than generic 
features common to broadsheet newspapers as a whole.  It is possible that this candidate has only studied the set product with little 
knowledge of newspapers in general, which didn’t appear to be a problem with television genres in paper one, suggesting that 
candidates need to gain more familiarity with this media form.

The answer does touch upon representation and audience, but these are not made relevant to the question.

There is an attempt to address the second bullet point in the question – judging how far the media language reflects genre or other 
areas – but this only just creeps into Level two for AO2(1b).
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Question 10

Exemplar 1 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer discusses three contexts – patriotism, the cold war, and the stress on marriage in a patriarchal society – and cites stories 
from the newspaper front pages showing the influence of two of these (plus a photo reflecting the third).

Note that this candidate has achieved full marks within the space allotted on the exam paper – this was a common occurrence.  A 
concise answer that clearly and accurately addresses the question will out-perform a lengthy and hastily-written answer that lays out 
everything the candidate knows about a topic regardless of the question.

Exemplar 2 5 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate demonstrates knowledge of two media contexts (patriarchy and the Vietnam war) but the answer lacks 
exemplification from the stories on the front pages to demonstrate understanding, meaning that it gains a Level two mark.
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