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Would you prefer a  
Word version?
Did you know that you can save 
this pdf as a Word file using Acrobat 
Professional? 
Simply click on File > Export to and 
select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will 
need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on the 
page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open 
the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there 
are a number of free applications available that will also 
convert PDF to Word (search for pdf to word converter).
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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.
ocr.org.uk/Images/264237-centre-handbook.pdf for full 
details of the assessment for this qualification. These 
exemplar answers should also be read in conjunction 
with the sample assessment materials and the June 2019 
Examiners’ report or Report to Centres available from 
Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www. 
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/ 
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/264237-centre-handbook.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/264237-centre-handbook.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
This was a common answer from some candidates who repeated that TENS is ‘a type of pain relief’ from the question. The only 
information gaining a mark is that it involves electrical impulses, this is correct.

The candidate was unable to explain any details of how the electrical impulses are used or for what purpose.

Exemplar 2  3 marks

Examiner commentary
A good response, this candidate clearly understands how TENS works. ‘Electrical messengers’ and ‘endorphins’ being a ‘natural pain 
killer’ are the points that have gained the marks. 

Stating where the TENS electrodes are attached would have gained full marks.

[3]
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Question 1(d)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
This response gained one mark for recognising that it means the toy is ‘safe’. 

The rest of the response does not give any specific detail to gain any further marks, ‘officially ok’ is too vague a statement for a 
question that requires an explanation.

Exemplar 2  3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a well explained response which shows clear knowledge and understanding of the Lion Mark. 

The candidate knows that it provides information about safety for the buyer. Also that the product has undergone tests to ensure 
that it is safe and meets the standards required for use with children.

[3]
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Question 2(e)

Exemplar 1  Level 3, 8 marks

Examiner commentary
This is an extract from a well-structured response that provided two advantages and two disadvantages. Both advantages and 
disadvantages are well explained, and concise. The answer fully addresses the question and so this response gains full marks. 

The response demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the topic and also good use of appropriate terminology. The 
candidate has written a separate paragraph for each of the advantages and disadvantages. This is good practice and leads to a well-
developed response.

Each paragraph provides an explanation of an advantage or disadvantage. For example one paragraph shown is about availability 
of a wide range of pain relief in hospital that is immediately available. The other concerns the potential lack of familiarity with the 
hospital midwife and the reasons why this is the case. 

Each advantage and disadvantage is clearly linked to a hospital birth and reasons are given that result in a developed response that 
gains full marks.

[8]
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Exemplar 2  Level 1, 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has provided an unstructured response using only general information, which is a little vague, rather than giving a 
detailed explanation which is required by the question for higher marks to be achieved.

‘You get the help you need’ is the first advantage, but there is no detail of what this help would involve. ‘Nurses are there’ in case of 
an emergency and the emergency stated is a ‘sea section’ which in fact a nurse would not perform. 

The rest of the response focuses on a comparison with a home birth, this was not required and does not gain any marks.

Spelling punctuation and grammar are a little weak and as the candidate has not really addressed the question and so this response 
is awarded Level one.
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Question 3(a)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
This is an ‘explain’ question and some detail is required to gain marks. 

This candidate states one check is ‘to ensure she is coping’, this is too vague, it has to be explained. 

One mark is gained for the reference to post-natal depression though it is not developed with any further information such as signs 
of PND, evidence that support is required etc. 

The candidate states ‘ask her questions’ but an example is not given or what information could be obtained by the questions. There 
isn’t evidence of a real understanding of ‘mental health’ in the candidate’s response.

[6]

Exemplar 2  3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a well explained response which shows accurate knowledge and understanding of a physical post-natal check. 

The candidate knows the meaning of ‘physical health’ and gives an appropriate example with a reason. The answer is concise and 
well structured. This meets the requirements of the question and gains full marks. 

 The candidate refers to the fact that the mother may have ‘had stitches’ and that these need to be checked to see if they are healing 
properly. The need to do this is to avoid developing an infection which could cause longer term problems.
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Question 4(c)(ii)

Exemplar 1  2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response was typical of many candidates. Two correct factors are identified but are not explained, resulting in only half marks.

Suitability for the weather and the correct size/fit have correctly been identified but there is no reason given.

Candidates need to be reminded that when answering ‘explain’ questions they need to give reasons why. Suggesting they use the 
word ‘because’ can be helpful in leading them to give reasons for the answer they have given.

[4]

Exemplar 2  4 marks

Examiner commentary
This response provides two clearly identified factors, both are explained.

Purpose and suitability for weather conditions and type of material linked with comfort are the explanations given. 

A detailed answer gaining full marks.
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Question 5(b)

Exemplar 1  1 mark

Examiner commentary
This answer gives the correct temperature 37 and also ºc and so gains the mark.

Candidates were credited for temperatures within the range of 36.5 and 37.4.

Answers need to give the temperature accurately and so ºc is required.

Answers that just gave numbers did not gain the mark.

[1]
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Question 5(d)

Exemplar 1  Level 2, 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to explain how parents can care for an ill child. As the question is an ‘explain’ additional reasons or 
purposes are required to develop the answer, not just a brief statement or identification. It requires specific ways of caring for the 
child along with some explanation of how and why.

This response does identify some appropriate ways – ‘love and attention’, ‘close eye on the child’ and providing reassurance and pain 
relief if needed. 

However the response is in places rather ‘list like’ and the only way that has some additional explanation is providing fluids, where 
the candidate states a reason - to avoid dehydration. 

This answer was graded Level 2 and gained 4 out of the 6 marks as it is a sound answer giving relevant information but the 
explanations were not fully developed enough to gain Level 3 marks.

[6]
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Exemplar 2  Level 3, 6 marks

Examiner commentary
This response provides three ways which are all explained and so gained Level 3 full marks.

The answer covers ways of providing emotional support, providing medication, keeping them comfortable and providing enough 
fluids. Appropriate reasons for the ways are given demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the topic.

This response meets the requirements of the command verb ‘explain’ as clear reasons and purposes for the suggested ways have 
been provided by the candidate.

The candidate has written a separate paragraph for each of the three ways. This is good practice and leads to a well-developed 
response.
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Question 6(c)

Exemplar 1  0 marks

Examiner commentary
Some candidates named injuries resulting from a hazard. A hazard is the cause of harm and so answers like this did not gain any 
marks. The ‘sharp object’ needs to be a named example of something found in a living room and the candidate needs to say where 
the ‘corners’ are.

[4]

Exemplar 2  4 marks

Examiner commentary
A common error candidates made was where answers were vague, for example ‘fire place’, ‘plug socket’ ‘table’, these are not specific 
enough about the hazard to gain a mark. 

The answer shown above is a very clear example of how to achieve full marks for this type of question. The candidate has identified 
very specific hazards which are appropriate and relate to the given area which is the living room.

The specific hazard for each is clearly stated, for example an ‘open’ fireplace, ‘sharp’ edges on a table an ‘unprotected’ plug socket.
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