
Find out more
To find out more about our GCSE English Language assessment,  
read our Assessment story: Exploring our question papers

What you need to know about our GCSE English Language assessment

Our supportive 
approach to 
unseen texts

Our supportive 
approach to 
reading questions

Our supportive 
approach to 
writing tasks

Students will be assessed on four unseen texts in total, two in each exam paper. 
There is always a clear thematic link between the texts in each paper.

In Component 1, the unseen texts are non-fiction: one 19th century text and one 
20th or 21st century text. 

In Component 2, the unseen texts are prose-fiction or literary non-fiction. Both 
texts are taken from the 20th and/or 21st centuries.

One text can be used as a springboard to help their understanding 
of the other text. Even if a student struggles with one of the texts, 
they will be able to respond to some of the reading questions.

We have placed more emphasis on analysis and evaluation 
(AO2 and AO4) than for the explicit skills of comparison 
(AO3). This has shown to be more enabling for a wider 
range of students when engaging with unseen texts.

In Component 1, the writing tasks are non-
fiction. The form used in the writing tasks 
will be an article, a speech/talk or a letter.

In both exam papers, students have a choice of two writing tasks:

• both tasks will be loosely related to the theme of the reading section
• students can choose the task that they feel more comfortable with
• both writing tasks have the same marks and test the same assessment objectives.

In Component 2, the writing tasks are more creative. Some tasks 
may give a form, such as a story, and other tasks are more open to 
enable students to address the task as they choose, for example, 
by producing a descriptive piece or a piece of personal writing.

The reading questions in each exam paper require students to look at the texts 
individually and then together.

Component 1 Component 2
4 reading question based on the 
unseen texts:

4 reading question based on the 
unseen texts:

Question 1: 4 marks; AO1i (Text 1) Question 1: 4 marks; AO1i (Text 1)
Question 2: 6 marks; AO1ii (both texts) Question 2: 6 marks; AO2 (Text 1)
Question 3: 12 marks; AO2 (Text 2) Question 3: 12 marks; AO2 (Text 2)
Question 4: 18 marks: AO3 and AO4  
(both texts)

Question 4: 18 marks: AO3 and AO4  
(both texts)

The minimum word count for an unseen 
text will be just under 300 words.

Accessible 
and consistent 
exam papers

Mirrored assessment structure 
makes exam preparation clear 
and straightforward 

Easy for student and teachers to 
understand the requirements

All assessment objectives 
assessed in order

Graduated level of demand 
in each exam paper

Relevant, engaging and 
accessible themes

600-900 words 
in each component

Two texts in each exam 
paper provides more 
support to students

Structured so students 
look at texts individually 
then together

More emphasis on analysis 
and evaluation to be more 
enabling for a wider 
range of students

Choice for students in 
both exam papers

An article, speech/talk 
or letter in component 1

Creative writing tasks 
in component 2

Question 1 is the most 
straightforward reading question 
and question 4 is the most complex 
reading question; questions 5 and 
6 offer a choice of writing task.
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