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2. Subject Specific Marking Instructions
How far do you agree questions . . .
The indicative content lists features of the period studied that relate to the question set. Both features that support the hypothesis and features
that challenge the hypothesis are detailed.
Neither significance nor relative importance are attributed to the features listed.
The indicative content is intended to reflect the knowledge and understanding a candidate is likely to analyse and evaluate in order to arrive at a
judgement in line with the question set.
Other questions . . .
The indicative content lists features of the period studied that relate to the question set.
Neither significance nor relative importance are attributed to the features listed.
The indicative content is intended to reflect the knowledge and understanding a candidate is likely to analyse and evaluate in order to arrive at a
judgement in line with the question set.
Question
1*

Answer

Mark

Assess the reasons why France was unable to solve
its financial problems in the period from 1774 to 1789.

30

In arguing that the scale of the financial
problems was the main reason, answers might
consider the size of the deficit, which by 1786 had
reached 112 million livres
• Answers might consider that the deficit was
twenty per cent of total expenditure
• Answers might consider the impact of war
between 1740 and 1783, with the cost of helping
America reaching 1066 million livres
• Answers might consider that the Crown was not
receiving much of the tax revenue and therefore
was unable to tackle the scale of the crisis
• In arguing that other factors were more
important it might be argued that tax exemption
was a major cause of the problem
•

3

Guidance
•
•
•
•
•

No set answer is expected.
At Level 5 there will be judgement as to the most
important reason
At higher Levels candidates might establish criteria
against which to judge strong relations.
To be valid judgements, claims must be supported by
relevant and accurate material. If not, they are
assertions.
Knowledge must not be credited in isolation, it should
only be credited where it is used as the basis for
analysis and evaluation, in line with descriptions in
the levels mark scheme.
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Answers might consider the need to get the
privileged classes to pay
Answers might consider the difficulties in
reforming the system.
Answers might consider the way ministers had
raised funds, using loans
Answers might consider the policies of the
individual ministers such as Necker, Fleury and
Calonne
Answers might consider the failure of new
measures to raise money, for example Calonne’s
programme
Answers might consider why the reform process
failed and how it created a political crisis which
prevented progress

Assess the reasons why attempts to establish a
constitutional monarchy in France failed in the years
from 1789 to 1792.
•

•
•
•
•
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In arguing that the main reason for the failure
was Louis XVI answers might argue that the flight
to Varennes convinced many that he could not be
trusted
Answers might consider the king’s religious
beliefs and his view of the Civil Constitution of the
Clergy
Answers might consider Louis’ loss of freedom
and his view that he was a prisoner
Answers might consider how Louis’ attempted
escape led a ‘mini’ Great Fear
Answers might consider that Louis did not
understand how popular the changes since 1789
were

4

30

•
•
•
•
•

No set answer is expected.
At Level 5 there will be judgement as to the relative
importance of the reasons.
At higher Levels candidates might establish criteria
against which to judge the relative importance of the
reasons.
To be valid judgements, claims must be supported by
relevant and accurate material. If not, they are
assertions.
Knowledge must not be credited in isolation, it should
only be credited where it is used as the basis for
analysis and evaluation, in line with descriptions in
the levels mark scheme.
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Answers might consider Louis’ veto of security
measures passed by the Assembly
In arguing that other reasons were important,
answers might argue that the growth in support for
republicanism was important
Answers might consider the growth of political
discussion and clubs
Answers might consider the involvement of
foreign powers who were concerned for the safety
of the king
Answers might consider the role of the
Legislative Assembly
Answers might consider the economic difficulties
which led to popular unrest and political unrest
Answers might consider the difficulty of paying
soldiers.
Answers might consider the impact of the war
against Prussia and Austria
Answers might consider the impact of the
Brunswick Manifesto
Answers might consider actions within Paris.

‘Napoleon managed to fulfil the Revolution’s
promises by taking full advantage of the peaceful
circumstances of the late 1790s to 1803. He would
begin to squander it as the wars accelerated.’

20

From: M. Broers, Napoleon: Soldier of Destiny,
published 2014

•
•

•

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this
interpretation of Napoleon’s domestic reforms,
making reference to other interpretations that you
have studied.

•

5

No set answer is expected
Candidates must use their knowledge and
understanding of the historical context and the wider
historical debate surrounding the issue to analyse
and evaluate the given interpretation.
Candidates must refer to at least one other
interpretation.
The quality of analysis and evaluation of the
interpretations should be considered when assigning
answers to a level, not the quantity of other
interpretations included in the answer.
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The historical debate is about whether
Napoleon was able to preserve the ideals of
the Revolution
In analysing and evaluating the strengths and
limitations of the interpretation, answers might
consider that other issues, such as the ideals of
the French Revolution, the modernisation of the
state, financial issues and the extent to which a
version of the ancient regime was restored and
the impact of war on France.
In analysing and evaluating the strengths of
the given interpretation, answers might use
knowledge and understanding of:
The financial stability that Napoleon brought to
France after earlier failings
How the financial stability became a problem as a
result of consistent warfare later in his rule
The Civil Code which made the law applicable to
the whole nation, a major change of the
Revolution
How he upheld the gains made by the bourgeoisie
at the Revolution
The department of the Revolution were
maintained
Gains were squandered as large numbers were
killed
In analysing the limitations of the given
interpretation, answers might use knowledge and
understanding of:
Napoleon’s ambition which was present
throughout and undermined any achievements
The extent to which Napoleon undermined the
achievements of the Revolution and established a
dictatorship, with a powerful executive
The illiberal elements of the Civil Code

6
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Other interpretations considered as part of analysis
and evaluation do not need to be attributed to specific
named historians, but they must be recognisable
historical interpretations, rather than the candidate’s
own viewpoint.
Answers may include more on strengths or more on
limitations and there is no requirement for a 50/50
split in evaluation, however for Level 5 there should
be well-supported evaluation of both and fro Level 4
supported evaluation on both, in line with levels
descriptors.
Candidates are not required to construct their own
interpretation.
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The repression that was introduced with police
and prefects and how it undermined liberty
The use of censorship which undermined freedom
of speech
Governmental and administrative reforms
replaced popular sovereignty of the Revolution
Judicial reforms were based on authoritarian rule
A new imperial nobility was created
Other interpretations that might be used in
evaluation of the given interpretation are:
Interpretations that focus on Napoleon wanting to
preserve the gains but within the context of his
own ambitions
Interpretations that focus on whether he
modernised the French state
Interpretations that focus on how much time
Napoleon spent away from France on military
campaigns
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