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FIG. 3.1
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The attachment of each gill to the stipe (stem) of a fungus is called the hymenium. 
There are different types of hymenium, as shown in TABLE 3.1 opposite.
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TABLE 3.1

Hymenium Description

free gills do not reach the stipe (stem)

adnexed gills are narrowly attached to the stipe (stem)

sinuate gills curve back down the stipe (stem)  
before attaching

adnate gills are broadly attached to the stipe (stem)

subdecurrent gill extends down slightly just as it reaches 
the stipe (stem)

decurrent the whole gill extends down the stipe (stem)
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TABLE 3.2

Fungus name Habitat
Features
Stipe 
(stem) Spores Hymenium

Amanitopsis vaginata grassland volva white free

Entoloma cetratum woodland free pink sinuate

Galerina marginata on wood ring brown adnexed

Lepiota procera grassland ring white free

Paxillus involutus woodland free brown decurrent

Pholiota squarosa woodland ring brown adnate

Pleurotus ostreatus on wood free white decurrent

Pluteus cervinus on wood free pink free

Tricholoma gambosum grassland free white sinuate

Volvariella speciosa grassland volva pink free
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FIG. 5.2
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FIG. 6.1
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