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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate responses are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which 
caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere 
on the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available 
that will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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R051 series overview 
Though the projected number of candidate entries was significantly reduced, in light of the limitations in 
contact time and school attendance for candidates, it was pleasing many centres chose to give their 
candidates from a variety of year groups the opportunity to experience an external assessment.  

There were some strong performances from candidates gaining marks in the upper forties, while equally, 
there were candidates gaining only single figure totals. 

As a general comment and guidance for future series, candidates should be encouraged to: 

• thoroughly read all elements of the question, particularly headers, where scenarios often create 
key prompts to the requirement in the subsequent question.  

• make sure that the focus of the question is included in the response e.g., a particular user group 
or role of a governing body.  

• offer only realistic solutions in questions demanding solutions to barriers identified in a previous 
part of the question. 

• make sure that all aspects of the extended response question are included in the answer. 

Candidates whose work is word processed must make sure that responses are adequately spaced out 
and numbered correctly.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper  
generally did the following: 

 
• read each question carefully and extracted the 

pertinent information from the question 
• retained the focus of the question in their 

responses 
• correctly differentiated between barriers, 

solutions, factors, and values 
• demonstrated an understanding of the roles 

and functions of a national governing body 
• addressed both economic and sporting 

benefits, with suitable developed points and 
examples in Question 15. 
 

 
• only focused on the subject area in the 

question and/or did not accurately apply the 
scenario, user group or focus of the question 
in their responses 

• did not correctly address the differing 
elements of questions relating to a national 
governing body 

• demonstrated limited knowledge and 
understanding of the benefits of hosting a 
major sporting event in Question 15. 
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Question 1 (a) 

 

A generally well answered question, with many candidates gaining 2 marks, most notably by identifying 
that Rebecca would have a lack of time and a lack of transport. A common error in candidate responses 
was a lack of specific detail regarding the limitations of childcare, with most stating that a lack of 
childcare was a barrier, rather than a lack of childcare after work, when she had free time to participate 
in sport. 

 

Question 1 (b) 

 

Candidates should be encouraged to think rationally and realistically when answering ‘solutions’ 
questions. Suggestions such as, ‘get another car’ or ‘take time off work’ are not realistic options. Equally, 
it would be unlikely that a creche would be available in the evening after Rebecca’s working day, given 
that a creche caters primarily for babies and young children. The scenario in 1(a) indicated that Steve 
works in the evenings, a point which several candidates did not note, given that one solution frequently 
used was that Steve could look after the children. 
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Question 2 (a) 

 

It is important that candidates fully appreciate the focus of a question, particularly where there is a 
requirement to identify barriers and solutions. There are a number of generic barriers from the 
specification that candidates are able to draw on. However, such responses must be tailored to the user 
group identified in the question, which in this case was people with a disability. Responses that simply 
stated, ‘a lack of equipment’, ‘no provision’, ‘a lack of facilities’ or ‘a lack of awareness’ are too vague 
and gain no marks. Whereas responses containing specific detail such as, ‘a lack of activities for the 
disabled’, or ‘a lack of specialised equipment’ are creditworthy. 

 

Question 2 (b) 

Provision, with regards to the leisure centre, relates to appropriate sessions for the disabled or 
appropriately trained staff. Unfortunately, many candidates did not gain any marks for this part of the 
question as they identified the inclusion of ramps or specialised equipment as the solution, both of which 
relate to access.  

Promotion, while illustrated correctly, in terms of advertising or the use of role models, often then 
contained no specific reference to advertising of disabled sessions or the use of disabled role models, 
which resulted in the response being classified as too vague. 

Solutions to solve issues of access were generally correct and contained appropriate and specific detail. 
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Question 3 

This question proved to be a discriminator among candidates. When instructed to name a factor/factors, 
candidates should use the exact terminology from the specification. For example, ‘the number of 
space/pitches to play’ is not a factor. Provision is the factor, with the influence describing how the 
availability of clubs will have an impact on popularity. While many candidates gained 4 or more marks, 
there were many who did not gain any marks for the reason given. Others were not familiar with the 
named factors in the specification. The influence element of the question required candidates to illustrate 
how the factor might have an impact on popularity. It was insufficient to simply describe the factor.  

Exemplar 1 below illustrates a good response, with the candidate gaining 6 out of 6 marks. 

 

Exemplar 1 
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Question 5 

A generally well answered question with many candidates gaining the 2 marks on offer. The most 
popular responses being the need to remain quiet during rallies and applauding good play. 

 

Question 6 (a) 

The maximum score of 3 marks was a frequent occurrence for this question, illustrating that centres had 
clearly prepared candidates well for this area of assessment. 

 

Question 6 (b) 

Most gained the 1 mark available. Those who did not gain any credit generally referred to the countries 
of the world rather than the continents. 
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Question 7 

In questions where there is a scenario before the actual question, it is extremely important that 
candidates carefully note all the information in the header; this will steer them in the right direction when 
ultimately answering the question. By carefully reading the header it should have become evident that 
the values of citizenship and inclusion were not relevant on this occasion and so would not generate any 
marks for either the value or the description. The word ‘values’ is of significance in this question and this 
should direct candidates to the specific named sporting values from the specification. 
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Question 8 (a) 

While reasonably well answered, with most responses relating to the desire not to cheat, to avoid being 
banned and damage to health, some responses were too vague and did not gain any credit, such as 
references to, ‘health being affected’. A further mistake made was where responses referred to the 
reputation of the sport being affected. More careful reading of the question would have led candidates to 
the focus of the question being on the performer, not the sport. 

 

Question 9 (a) 

There are several generic barriers that can be applied to a variety of user groups on the specification. 
However, it is important that candidates identify barriers that are relevant to the user group in the 
question. In this instance a lack of disposable income and a lack of time were not relevant barriers to 
children participating in cricket. 
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Question 9 (b) 

Many candidates did not identify that funding was the focus of the question and offered functional roles 
of a national governing body, thereby losing a potential of 4 marks.  

Funding from, ‘fundraising’, ‘the government’ and ‘charity funding’ without further embellishment are all 
too vague. 
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Question 10 

Question 11 

 

Questions relating to national governing bodies frequently present problems to candidates, with evidence 
of considerable confusion, misunderstanding or a lack of knowledge of the range of roles and functions 
of these organisations. On this exam paper 6 marks were available between questions 10 and 11, 
Question 10 relating to infrastructure, while Question 11 relates to the development of sport.  

Numerous responses offered unrelated roles of a national governing body, rather than focusing on the 
key roles of infrastructure and development, and so lost all marks in some cases.  

As a point of guidance to centres, it is vital that candidates are fully conversant with the differing but, very 
specific, elements of a national governing body. 

 

Question 13 

While well answered, there were several incorrect responses citing equality as a value promoted through 
this campaign. 
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Question 14 

Well answered by the vast majority, with kicking the ball out of play following an injury, shaking hands 
with the opposition, and applauding good play the most frequently offered examples. 

 

Question 15 

Candidates who were able to access upper Level 2 or Level 3 did so by incorporating both economic and 
sporting benefits in their response. Level 3 candidates demonstrated a balance in their coverage of the 
two areas as well as developing and exemplifying the specifically identified benefits.  

Exemplar 2 shows an extract from a response which illustrates the above approach. The whole of this 
candidate response was given the maximum 8 marks. 
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Exemplar 2 

  



Supporting you

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to 
consider one of our review of results services. For full information about the 
options available visit the OCR website. 

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis 
tool available for GCSE, A Level and Cambridge Nationals.

It allows you to:

• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

• identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

• help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching 
departments.

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults.

Our priority is supporting you and your students as you prepare for  
summer 2021 exams. We’ll update our website information regularly with 
resources, guidance and key information.

• Teachers

• Students

• Exams officers

• Assessment specialists

We are sending a weekly roundup to tell you about important updates. You 
can also sign up for your subject specific updates.  
If you haven’t already, sign up here.

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear directly from a senior 
assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. All our courses for the academic year 
2020-2021 are being delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend 
from any location.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our 
website or visit OCR professional development.

ExamBuilder is the question builder platform for a range of our GCSE,  
A Level, Cambridge Nationals, Cambridge Technicals and Functional Skills 
qualifications. See the full list of available qualifications in the sign up form.

Review of results

Active Results

OCR  
Professional 
Development

Signed up for 
ExamBuilder?

Supporting you 
through 2020-2021
Take a look at our  
support for:

 
 
Keep up-to-date

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you-through-2020-2021/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you-through-2020-2021/teachers/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you-through-2020-2021/students/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you-through-2020-2021/exams-officers/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you-through-2020-2021/assessment-specialists/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/sign-up/


Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about OCR 
qualifications or services (including administration, 
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch 
with our Customer Support Centre. 

General qualifications 
01223 553998
general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

Vocational qualifications
02476 851509
vocational.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit
 ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

 ocr.org.uk
 /ocrexams
 /ocrexams
 /company/ocr
 /ocrexams

We really value your feedback

Click to send us an autogenerated email about  
this resource. Add comments if you want to.  
Let us know how we can improve this resource or what 
else you need. Your email address will not be used or 
shared for any marketing purposes. 

          I like this
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OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. 

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2021 Oxford Cambridge and 
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels, 
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update 
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be 
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you 
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource freely if you keep the OCR logo and this small print intact and you acknowledge OCR as the originator of the resource.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications. 
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