
ocr.org.uk/cambridgenationals

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Version 1

CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS

      

CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT
J818

CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS

Examiners’ report

R018 January 2021 series

https://www.ocr.org.uk/cambridgenationals


Level 1/2 Cambridge National in Child Development - R018 - January 2021 Examiners’ report 

 2 © OCR 2021 

Contents 
Introduction .............................................................................................................................................. 3 

R018 series overview ............................................................................................................................... 4 

Section A overview ................................................................................................................................... 5 

Question 1 (a) (i) ................................................................................................................................... 5 

Question 1 (a)(ii) ................................................................................................................................... 5 

Question 1 (a)(iii)  ................................................................................................................................. 5 

Question 1 (b)  ...................................................................................................................................... 6 

Question 1 (c)  ...................................................................................................................................... 6 

Question 1 (d) ....................................................................................................................................... 7 

Question 2 (a) ....................................................................................................................................... 7 

Question 2 (b)  ...................................................................................................................................... 8 

Question 2 (d) ....................................................................................................................................... 8 

Question 3 (a) (i)  .................................................................................................................................. 9 

Question 3 (a) (ii)  ............................................................................................................................... 10 

Question 3 (b)  .................................................................................................................................... 10 

Question 3 (c) (i)  ................................................................................................................................ 11 

Question 3 (c) (ii) ................................................................................................................................ 11 

Section B overview ................................................................................................................................. 12 

Question 4 (a) ..................................................................................................................................... 12 

Question 4 (c) ..................................................................................................................................... 13 

Question 5 (a) ..................................................................................................................................... 14 

Question 5 (b) (i) and (ii) ..................................................................................................................... 14 

Question 5 (c) ..................................................................................................................................... 15 

Question 5 (d) (i) ................................................................................................................................. 16 

Question 6 (a) (i) and (ii) ..................................................................................................................... 17 

Question 6 (b) (i)  ................................................................................................................................ 17 

Question 6 (b) (ii)  ............................................................................................................................... 18 

Question 6 (c) ..................................................................................................................................... 18 

Copyright ............................................................................................................................................ 18 

 

  



Level 1/2 Cambridge National in Child Development - R018 - January 2021 Examiners’ report 

 3 © OCR 2021 

Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate responses are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which 
caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere 
on the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available 
that will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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R018 series overview 
Most answered all the questions and a wide spread of marks were achieved. There were some ‘no 
response’ answers; often these were for single word, factual responses indicating a gap in the 
candidate’s knowledge. 

Although it was clear that they possessed knowledge some candidates did gain marks at times as they 
did not do what the question asked. Centres need to guide candidates about the command verbs in the 
questions – identify, describe, explain, discuss etc. For example, for Question 4(c), if a candidate 
produces a list of rules relating to ‘stranger danger’, when an ‘explanation’ of how the rules would help to 
keep children safe has been asked for, they will not be able to achieve more than Level 1 marks. 

For scripts that have been typed, it would be very helpful if centres could inform their candidates that 
they should use the question numbering as seen on the examination paper. This session a number of 
candidates created their own numbering system which means that examiners then have to work out 
which question is being answered, as it is not always clear. Question numbers and not page numbers 
should be used. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• demonstrated an understanding and 
familiarity with the type of response different 
command verbs require, e.g. identify, state, 
describe, explain and discuss 

• produced well-organise and detailed 
responses to levels of response questions 
2(d) and 4(c) 

• ensured their responses to Section A 
questions related to the context or scenario 
provided. 

• lacked understanding and familiarity with the 
different command verbs e.g. identify, 
describe and explain 

• did not read the question carefully enough: 
- 3(c)(i) writing about signs & symptoms of 

pregnancy when the question is about 
signs of fertility  

- 3(c)(ii) writing about getting pregnant 
when the question is about contraception 

- 5(a) writing about caring for a baby when 
the question is focused on ‘pregnancy’ 
and ‘birth’. 
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Section A overview 
Section A of the paper consists of three questions based in different contexts. For this paper the three 
scenarios are a health centre display, Sunita giving birth and Gina and Ray thinking of starting a family. 
Candidates are required to apply their knowledge of the R018 specification topics to produce responses 
that are relevant to the scenarios provided. 

 

Question 1 (a) (i) 

Some candidates answered correctly but not many were able to spell anaemia but they were still 
credited with the mark.  

Iron deficiency was the most common incorrect response – using wording from the question and not 
answering it. 

 

Question 1 (a)(ii) 

Examples of green vegetables and red meat were the most common correct responses.  

Some candidates did not gain marks due to vague responses such as ‘meat’ or ‘vegetables’. Specific 
foods were required such as beef or lamb and broccoli or spinach.  

 

Question 1 (a)(iii)  

Many candidates incorrectly suggested diabetes or gave symptoms (not asked for) of a disease such as 
brittle bones. The most common correct response was rickets. 
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Question 1 (b)  

Some common misconceptions include giving the child a ‘reward’ for eating a healthy meal, often 
candidates suggesting biscuits, chocolate or sweets.  

Other incorrect responses suggested ‘hiding’ healthy food such as vegetables in meals so the child 
doesn’t realise what they are eating. This suggestion is not a way of encouraging healthy eating as the 
child is unaware that they are eating healthily. 

Many candidates gave a wide variety of ways of encouraging the child for example making it more 
appealing with reference to ‘shapes’, ‘smiley faces’ and ‘colourful’ as well as eating the same food 
together as a family and parents being role models eating healthy meals. 

 

Question 1 (c)  

The vast majority of candidates gained both marks. Just a few incorrectly ticked ‘having big bones’. 
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Question 1 (d)  

This question was answered very well with candidates gaining at least 1 mark for each example, though 
the full mark range was achieved.  

Some responses drifted into physical effects or repeated information given in the first response which 
limited marks achievable. 

 AfL Candidates should always refer back to the question when starting the 
second part of their response. This will make sure their response stays 
relevant and does not repeat a previous response. 

 

Question 2 (a) 

Very well answered by the majority. Breech position, ‘cord around the neck’ and ‘baby in distress’ were 
the most common correct responses. 

A few candidates stated the ‘baby got stuck’ which did not gain a mark. 
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Question 2 (b)  

A number of candidates referred to ‘cut the stomach’ or ‘take the baby out of the stomach’ demonstrating 
a lack of understanding that the cut is made in the lower abdomen.  

Otherwise, this question was well answered by most candidates with a range of correct responses 
including most commonly ‘performed by an obstetrician’, ‘mother awake throughout’, and ‘starts with an 
epidural’. 

 

Question 2 (d)  

The majority of candidates gained marks on this question.  

Weaker responses gained some marks for describing the tasks that Sunita’s family and friends could 
help with, such as doing the shopping, cooking meals etc. Though not making any reference to the 
effects of the caesarean limited marks to Level 1. A few candidates inappropriately suggested taking 
Sunita out for a spa day.  

Higher level responses showed understanding of the specific effects of the caesarean, for example 
Sunita would not be able to drive, would be feeling sore and not able to lift things. These candidates’ 
responses related those effects of the caesarean to the help that could be provided by family and friends 
in order for Sunita to rest, relax and recover. 
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Question 3 (a) (i)  

This was poorly answered by many candidates as they gave responses that related to genetic testing.  

Responses needed to focus on the word ‘counselling’ as in the question, and not on ‘testing’. 
Counselling means talking through, not testing for, genetic disorders. Discussing the implications of 
genetic disorders helping parents develop understanding of the impact of genetic disorders. 

 

Exemplar 1 

 

A simple definition of genetic counselling is shown in Exemplar 1. This response gains the 2 marks 
available: 1 mark for referring to ‘meeting a genetic counsellor to discuss’ and the second mark for ‘what 
genetic problems run through the family’. 

 AfL Where longer questions are given with scenarios, candidates could benefit 
from being taught how to deconstruct the question to help develop their 
answer. This could be done in terms of the questions components: 
command verb, given factor(s) and focus. 
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Question 3 (a) (ii)  

Few candidates gained marks. Some candidates incorrectly wrote about testing and checking for 
disorders. 

Answers could have covered that Gina might be an older mother which increases the likelihood of a 
disorder, Gina or Ray may have a hereditary disorder such as sickle cell anaemia or cystic fibrosis for 
example. 

 

Question 3 (b)  

There seemed to be a general lack of knowledge about vaccination. Some ‘No Reponses’ were seen 
and some very weak responses such as ‘to prevent the baby dying’. 

Stronger responses did mention antibodies and immunity or immunity passed on from the mother. 
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Question 3 (c) (i)  

The majority of candidates gained marks on this question, most gained 1 or 2 marks. With ‘body 
temperature’ being missed by most. 

Weaker candidates often had not read the question carefully enough as they interpreted it as ‘signs of 
pregnancy’ rather than ‘fertility signs’. 

 

Question 3 (c) (ii)  

Common correct answers were ‘no cost’, ‘acceptable to all faiths’ and ‘does not interrupt sex’.  

Unfortunately quite a few candidates turned the question round and wrote about how this method helps 
you get pregnant by knowing when you are most fertile. 

Candidates who did not understand the question just wrote ‘it’s natural’. Many gave vague answers 
about % effectiveness or ‘it’s quick/easy’. 
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Section B overview 
Section B of the paper consists of three questions that are fact and knowledge based. Candidate 
responses do not have to relate to a particular situation or scenario.   

 

Question 4 (a) 
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The majority of candidates gained 3 marks for identifying the hazards. Many gained 2 additional marks 
for safety features, with a number of candidates gaining full marks. 

A few candidates gave explanations of what accident could have happened rather than describing the 
safety feature as asked. 

Marks were missed for lack of specific terms e.g. plug cover instead of socket cover. Other weaker 
responses were vague, suggesting ‘move the wire’ or ‘close the drawer’. 

 

Question 4 (c)  

The command verb of this question is to ‘explain’. Frequently rules were given, though very list like at 
times. In the main explanations were lacking. It was rare for a rule to be fully explained or discussed.  

Candidates needed to state two or three specific rules and explain why it is important for a child to follow 
them. Explanations need to relate to the dangers that could be posed by strangers.  

Some candidates wrote at great length about internet safety, answers that seemed to relate to a 
question on a previous paper. 

  



Level 1/2 Cambridge National in Child Development - R018 - January 2021 Examiners’ report 

 14 © OCR 2021 

Question 5 (a)  

This question was answered very well by candidates who had read the question carefully and focused 
their answers on preparing a mother for her ‘pregnancy’ and the ‘delivery’. These answers described 
being prepared for the birth, knowing what to expect during the pregnancy, creating a birth plan and 
having the opportunity to meet other mothers to be etc.  

Some candidates wrote generally about parenting classes, how to look after a baby and getting the 
father involved. This gained no marks. 

 

Question 5 (b) (i) and (ii) 

Few candidates knew at how many weeks the test is carried out - the answer is 10.  

However many did know the name of one of the conditions that it is used to detect – the most common 
correct answer was Down’s syndrome. 
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Question 5 (c)  

Knowledge levels varied significantly. Many candidates had really good knowledge and gained full 
marks. Others were obviously guessing and picked up 1 or 2 marks. Usually for blood group and blood 
sugar level. 

Some candidates lost marks for repetition, for example ‘to check for diabetes’ and ‘to check blood sugar’ 
or ‘test for genetic abnormalities’ which is an example given in the question.  

Weaker responses either left the space blank or gave answers such as ‘to see if she is alive’ or ‘to check 
blood pressure’. 

 

AfL When asked to give a number of responses to questions candidates should 
be taught to give clearly different examples to avoid losing marks for 
repetition. 
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Question 5 (d) (i)  

A few candidates gained full marks here. Many explained how it was relaxing, soothing, and offered 
some pain relief, or how it provides a gentler, less stressful entry into the world for the baby. 

But there were many vague answers that did not address the command verb ‘explain’ and so limited 
their marks. Some candidates just stated it was ‘comfortable’, ‘easier’ or ‘quicker’, with no additional 
detail.  

Exemplar 2 

Exemplar 2 shows a 3 mark response. This response is well structured and contains accurate and 
relevant information.  

The candidate starts with the information that it is a ‘drug free’ method of pain relief.  

The candidate then moves on to the water temperature, and explains how this helps to relax muscles 
and ease pain.  

Release of endorphins is explained and how the mother can move around. 

Item removed due to third party  
copyright restrictions 
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Question 6 (a) (i) and (ii) 

Most candidates were able to name an appropriate way to encourage social interaction. Arranging play 
dates or taking the child to a nursery were common suggestions. 

Most candidates were able to gain at least 1 mark for the explanation. Common correct answers 
included making friends and learning to share, take turns, or developing confidence.  

Some did not gain full marks for the explanation due to just repeating ‘social interaction’ which is the 
question. 

 

Question 6 (b) (i)  

Many candidates struggled to answer this question, often naming or describing reflexes rather than 
defining what they are.  

The exemplar below gives one candidate’s response, though other terminology would have been 
credited such as ‘automatic’ ‘involuntary’ for example. 

 
Exemplar 3 

The definition in Exemplar 3 gained 2 marks.  

The candidate has clearly stated two key points about a reflex. The first is that it is a ‘physical action’ and 
it is done ‘unintentionally’. 
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Question 6 (b) (ii)  

Many candidates gained full marks.  

Some candidates did not correctly name ‘rooting’ and some gave ‘grip’ for ‘grasp’. 

 

Question 6 (c) 

The majority of candidates gave a correct description and stated the purpose of vernix. 

Some candidates confused it with lanugo or incorrectly gave the purpose as helping with the birth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright 
Question 4(a): Picture of hazards in a child's bedroom – source: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20140916072640/www.nationwideeducation.co.uk/safety-education/home-
safety/teachers/02-07_safety-first_being-safe/interactive-activities.php 

OCR is aware that third party material appeared in this exam but it has not been possible to identify and 
acknowledge the source. 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20140916072640/www.nationwideeducation.co.uk/safety-education/home-safety/teachers/02-07_safety-first_being-safe/interactive-activities.php
https://web.archive.org/web/20140916072640/www.nationwideeducation.co.uk/safety-education/home-safety/teachers/02-07_safety-first_being-safe/interactive-activities.php


Supporting you

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to 
consider one of our review of results services. For full information about the 
options available visit the OCR website. 

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis 
tool available for GCSE, A Level and Cambridge Nationals.

It allows you to:

• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

• identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

• help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching 
departments.

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults.

Our priority is supporting you and your students as you prepare for  
summer 2021 exams. We’ll update our website information regularly with 
resources, guidance and key information.

• Teachers

• Students

• Exams officers

• Assessment specialists

We are sending a weekly roundup to tell you about important updates. You 
can also sign up for your subject specific updates.  
If you haven’t already, sign up here.

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear directly from a senior 
assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. All our courses for the academic year 
2020-2021 are being delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend 
from any location.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our 
website or visit OCR professional development.

ExamBuilder is the question builder platform for a range of our GCSE,  
A Level, Cambridge Nationals, Cambridge Technicals and Functional Skills 
qualifications. See the full list of available qualifications in the sign up form.

Review of results

Active Results

OCR  
Professional 
Development

Signed up for 
ExamBuilder?

Supporting you 
through 2020-2021
Take a look at our  
support for:
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https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/sign-up/
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01223 553998
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Vocational qualifications
02476 851509
vocational.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit
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