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PREPARATION FOR MARKING RM ASSESSOR3 
1. Make sure that you have accessed and completed the relevant training packages for on-screen marking:  RM Assessor3 Online Training; OCR 

Essential Guide to Marking.  
2. Make sure that you have read and understood the mark scheme and the question paper for this unit. These are posted on the RM Cambridge 

Assessment Support Portal http://www.rm.com/support/ca  
3. Prior to the standardisation meeting, you must familiarise yourself with the question paper.  Log-in to RM Assessor3 and select, mark and share 10 

scripts. 
4. After the standardisation meeting.  YOU MUST MARK 10 STANDARDISATION RESPONSES BEFORE YOU CAN BE APPROVED TO MARK LIVE 

SCRIPTS. 
 

MARKING 

1. Mark strictly to the mark scheme. 
 
2. Marks awarded must relate directly to the marking criteria.  
 
3. The schedule of dates is very important. It is essential that you meet the RM Assessor3 50% and 100% (traditional 40% Batch 1 and 100% Batch 2) 

deadlines. If you experience problems, you must contact your Team Leader (Supervisor) without delay. 
 
4. If you are in any doubt about applying the mark scheme, consult your Team Leader by telephone or the RM Assessor3 messaging system, or by email.  
 
5. Crossed Out Responses 

Where a candidate has crossed out a response and provided a clear alternative then the crossed out response is not marked. Where no alternative 
response has been provided, examiners may give candidates the benefit of the doubt and mark the crossed out response where legible. 

 
Rubric Error Responses – Optional Questions 
Where candidates have a choice of question across a whole paper or a whole section and have provided more answers than required, then all 
responses are marked and the highest mark allowable within the rubric is given. Enter a mark for each question answered into RM assessor3, which 
will select the highest mark from those awarded. (The underlying assumption is that the candidate has penalised themselves by attempting more 
questions than necessary in the time allowed.) 

 
Multiple Choice Question Responses 
When a multiple choice question has only a single, correct response and a candidate provides two responses (even if one of these responses is 
correct), then no mark should be awarded (as it is not possible to determine which was the first response selected by the candidate). 

http://www.rm.com/support/ca
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When a question requires candidates to select more than one option/multiple options, then local marking arrangements need to ensure consistency of 
approach.  
 
Contradictory Responses 
When a candidate provides contradictory responses, then no mark should be awarded, even if one of the answers is correct.   
 
Short Answer Questions (requiring only a list by way of a response, usually worth only one mark per response)  
Where candidates are required to provide a set number of short answer responses then only the set number of responses should be marked. The 
response space should be marked from left to right on each line and then line by line until the required number of responses have been 
considered.  The remaining responses should not then be marked. Examiners will have to apply judgement as to whether a ‘second response’ on a line 
is a development of the ‘first response’, rather than a separate, discrete response.  (The underlying assumption is that the candidate is attempting to 
hedge their bets and therefore getting undue benefit rather than engaging with the question and giving the most relevant/correct responses.) 
 
Short Answer Questions (requiring a more developed response, worth two or more marks) 
If the candidates are required to provide a description of, say, three items or factors and four items or factors are provided, then mark on a similar basis 
– that is downwards (as it is unlikely in this situation that a candidate will provide more than one response in each section of the response space.) 
 
Longer Answer Questions (requiring a developed response) 
Where candidates have provided two (or more) responses to a medium or high tariff question which only required a single (developed) response and 
not crossed out the first response, then only the first response should be marked. Examiners will need to apply professional judgement as to whether 
the second (or a subsequent) response is a ‘new start’ or simply a poorly expressed continuation of the first response. 

 
6. Always check the pages (and additional objects if present) at the end of the response in case any answers have been continued there. If the candidate 

has continued an answer there, then add a tick to confirm that the work has been seen. 
 

7. Award No Response (NR) if: 
• there is nothing written in the answer space 

Award Zero ‘0’ if: 
• anything is written in the answer space and is not worthy of credit (this includes text and symbols). 

Team Leaders must confirm the correct use of the NR button with their markers before live marking commences and should check this when reviewing 
scripts. 

 
8. The RM Assessor3 comments box is used by your team leader to explain the marking of the practice responses. Please refer to these comments when 

checking your practice responses. Do not use the comments box for any other reason.  
 If you have any questions or comments for your team leader, use the phone, the RM Assessor3 messaging system, or e-mail. 
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9. Assistant Examiners will send a brief report on the performance of candidates to their Team Leader (Supervisor) via email by the end of the marking 

period. The report should contain notes on particular strengths displayed as well as common errors or weaknesses. Constructive criticism of the question 
paper/mark scheme is also appreciated. 

 
10. For answers marked by levels of response:  

a. To determine the level – start at level 3 and outwards until you reach the level that matches the answer 
b. To determine the mark within the level, consider the following 

 

Descriptor Award mark 

On the borderline of this level and the one below At bottom of level 

Just enough achievement on balance for this level Above bottom and either below middle or at middle of level (depending on number of marks available) 

Meets the criteria but with some slight 
inconsistency 

Above middle and either below top of level or at middle of level (depending on number of marks 
available) 

Consistently meets the criteria for this level At top of level 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotations 
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These are the annotations, (including abbreviations), used in RM Assessor3, which are used when marking: 
 

Symbol Description Comment 

 
Tick worthy of credit 

 
? unclear 

 
S error of spelling 

 
E error of grammar, punctuation or expression 

 
F error of fact 

 
^ omission 

 
H Line to draw an attention to an error 

 
V Wavy Line to draw attention to something  

 
H Wavy Line to draw attention to something  

……… Highlight as directed by PE 

 
IRRL irrelevant point 

 
REP conspicuous repetition 
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L illegible word or phrase 

 

SEEN 
BP/SEEN 

Blank Page – this annotation must be used on all blank pages within an 
answer booklet and on each page of an additional object where there is no 
candidate response. 

NB: SEEN annotation will appear automatically if the automated ‘annotate 
blank pages’ is used prior to submitting the marked paper.  Great care needs 
to be exercised with the SEEN annotation. 

 
 
MARKING INFORMATION 

 
Introduction 
Your first task as an Examiner is to become thoroughly familiar with the material on which the examination depends. You should ensure that you have copies 
of these materials:  
● the specification, especially the assessment objectives 
● the question paper and its rubrics  
● the mark scheme. 
 
You should ensure also that you are familiar with the administrative procedures related to the marking process. These are set out in the OCR booklet 
Instructions for Examiners. If you are examining for the first time, please read carefully Appendix 5 Introduction to Script Marking: Notes for New 
Examiners. Please ask for help or guidance whenever you need it. Your first point of contact is your Team Leader.  
 
Using the mark scheme  
Please study this mark scheme carefully. The mark scheme is an integral part of the process that begins with the setting of the question paper and ends with 
the awarding of grades. Question papers and mark schemes are developed in association with each other so that issues of differentiation and positive 
achievement can be addressed from the very start.  
 
This mark scheme is a working document; it is not exhaustive; it does not provide ‘correct’ answers. The mark scheme can only provide ‘best guesses’ about 
how the question will work out, and it is subject to revision after we have looked at a wide range of scripts.  
 
The Team Leader’ standardisation (SSU) meeting will ensure that the mark scheme covers the range of candidates’ responses to the questions, and that all 
Examiners understand and apply the mark scheme in the same way. The mark scheme will be discussed and amended at the meeting, and administrative 
procedures will be confirmed.  
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Please read carefully all the scripts in your allocation and make every effort to look positively for achievement throughout the ability range. Always be 
prepared to use the full range of marks. 
 
Information and instructions for examiners  
The practice scripts provide you with examples of the standard of each level. The marks awarded for these scripts will have been agreed by the Team 
Leaders and will be discussed fully at SSU.  
 
The specific task-related indicative content for each question will help you to understand how the level descriptors may be applied. However, this indicative 
content does not constitute the mark scheme: it is material that candidates might use, grouped according to each assessment objective tested by the 
question. It is hoped that candidates will respond to questions in a variety of ways. Rigid demands for ‘what must be a good answer’ would lead to a distorted 
assessment. Candidates’ answers must be relevant to the question. Beware of prepared answers that do not show the candidate’s thought and which have 
not been adapted to the thrust of the question. Beware also of answers where candidates attempt to reproduce interpretations and concepts that they have 
been taught but have only partially understood. 
 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 
 
Candidates are expected to demonstrate the following in the context of the content described for the individual component: 
 
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: 

● literature, visual/material culture and classical thought 
● how sources and ideas reflect, and influence, their cultural contexts 
● possible interpretations of sources, perspectives and ideas by different audiences and individuals. 

 
AO2 Critically analyse, interpret and evaluate literature, visual/material culture, and classical thoughts, using evidence to make substantiated judgements 

and produce coherent and reasoned arguments. 
 
Individual questions are designed to allow the distribution of marks between the Assessment Objectives. For some points based marking and the levels of 
response questions you are required to identify a candidate’s performance under each assessment objective and award marks accordingly. 
 
Marking Scripts 
Answers must be marked using the level descriptors in the marking grids and a mark awarded for each Assessment Objective. 
The points in the mark scheme are indicative content only and offer some question specific guidance.  Credit should be given for other points and different 
views, if they seem possible and are well argued or supported by good evidence. 
 
You must avoid negative marking - don’t deduct marks for individual errors. All marks should be allocated by reference to the assessment grid. 
 
Any queries on unexpected answers please consult your Team Leader/Principal Examiner. 
 
Using annotations 
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● Take great care to place a tick (see below) against any valid points that lead you to think at all favourably of the answer. 
● Do not leave any page unmarked (as a last resort tick the very bottom of a page to indicate that you have read it - otherwise Team 

Leaders/Principal Examiners cannot tell whether account has been taken of that page). 
● Underline errors and place the appropriate symbol in the margin. 
● Indicate that you have looked at every page of the answer booklet by placing the BP symbol at the top and bottom of any blank pages. 
 
Ticks: these are the simplest, quickest and most efficient means for examiners to convey approval to Senior Examiners, and they should be inserted where 
they can be most effective. If the point you wish to highlight is in the middle of a paragraph, then put the tick in the middle of a line in the middle of a 
paragraph. Overuse of the tick tends to devalue its effectiveness.  
 
Do use ticks to draw attention to anything worthy of credit [even single words]. 
 
Do not use ticks as a substitute for marking/assessment; marks for questions must be determined by reference to the assessment grid, NOT by mechanical 
addition of ticks. 
 
Highlighting: use highlighting as directed by your Principal Examiner.  
 
QUALITY OF EXTENDED RESPONSE  
● Reasonable but not excessive account should be taken of particularly poor spelling (S), punctuation, and other defects in English grammar and 

expression (E).   
● Legibility: use the sign (L) in the margin to areas of a script which you cannot read. 
● Extreme cases of illegibility should be referred to your Team Leader/Principal Examiner. 
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Section A 

Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 
1 The gold armlet in Image 1 in Source A was found with a large collection of 

treasure by a river. What was the name of the river?   
 
● River Oxus (1). 
 

1 
(AO1) 

All legitimate answers should be 
credited. 

2 What is the usual name for the type of drinking cup shown in Image 2 in Source 
A?   
 
● Rhyton (1). 
 

1 
(AO1) 

All legitimate answers should be 
credited. 

3 Explain how the objects shown in Source A add to our knowledge about ancient 
Persia.   
 
Examples may include: 
● High quality workmanship. (AO2) 

o Detailing of one or both of the items, including fine goldwork on armlet and 
floral pattern on rhyton. (AO1) 

● Demonstrates cultural and trade links between Greeks and Persians. (AO2) 
o Rhyton shape common in both Persian and Greek worlds. (AO1) 
o Possible Egyptian influence 

● Armlet illustrates items worn by and/or given in tribute to the Persians. (AO2) 
o Luxurious prestige items (AO1) 
o Offerings and gifts/tribute given by different peoples/nations in the empire  

(AO1) 
● Wealth of the empire and use of everyday objects for ostentation 

● Use of gold and silver (AO1) 
● Voids which would have held precious stones in the armlets (AO1) 
● Pouring spout in the rhyton (AO1) 

 

5 
(AO1) 

 
5 

(AO2) 

Use the 10-mark marking grid. 
 
AO1 marks are awarded for the 
selection of material from the source. 
 
AO2 marks for the interpretation, 
analysis and evaluation of this outlined 
in the Levels of Response grid. 
 
The indicative content is a description 
of possible content. All legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately. 

4 Who was Mardonius (lines 1 and 3) in Source B? 
 
Persian general (1) /Xerxes’ commander (1) /advisor (1)/ cousin of Xerxes (1). 
 

1 
(AO1) 

All legitimate answers should be 
credited. 
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5 Why was Athens “the main object of the expedition” (line 10)?    
 
Answers may include reference to: 
Revenge (1) for destruction of temples (1) and/or punishment for Darius’ (1) defeat by 
Athenians at Marathon. (1) Athenian involvement in the Ionian revolt. (1) 
 

2 
(AO1) 

All legitimate answers should be 
credited. 

6 Explain how Herodotus uses Artemisia’s speech in Source B to illustrate the 
weaknesses of the Persian invasion plan.    
 
Examples may include: 
● Persian fleet not as well trained/prepared as Greek fleet. (AO2) 

o Their men are as much stronger than yours as men are stronger than 
women. (AO1) 

● Persians already control mainland Greece. (AO2) 
o Haven’t you already taken Athens, the main object of your expedition?  Don’t 

you already have the rest of Hellas?  (AO1) 
● Greek’s army will split up if Xerxes delays his attack. (AO2) 

o You will cause them to disperse, each will flee to his own city. (AO1) 
● [Undefeated] Persian army dependent on the fleet for supplies. (AO2) 

o I am concerned that if something bad happens to your fleet, this will affect the 
land army. (AO1) 

 
● Herodotus' implicit suggestion that the nature of Persian government makes the 

Persian army flawed (AO2) 
- good rulers, bad slaves (AO1)  

5 
(AO1) 

 
5 

(AO2) 

Use the 10-mark marking grid. 
 
AO1 marks are awarded for the 
selection of material from the source. 
 
AO2 marks for the interpretation, 
analysis and evaluation of this outlined 
in the Levels of Response grid. 
 
The indicative content is a description 
of possible content. All legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately. 

7* Explain why it is problematic to assume that the Greeks were united against 
Xerxes. You may use Source B as a starting point in your answer.      
 
AO1 
Candidates may show knowledge and understanding of:  
● Geographical extent of the Greek world. 
● Ionian Greek states that existed within the Persian empire. 
● Autonomy of the poleis. 
● Rivalry between Athens and Sparta (and/or other states including Corinth, Thebes 

and Argos). 
● States that Medised, including Aegina (in 490 BC), Thrace, Macedonia, Thessaly 

and Boeotia (plus possibly Argos and Thebes). 

10  
(AO1) 

 
10 

(AO2) 

Assess using the marking grids for the 
20-mark extended response. 
 
The indicative content is a description 
of possible content only; all legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately.  
 
Whilst candidates may use the provided 
source as a starting point, they should 
not be penalised if they offer a full and 
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● Hellenic League (and absence of Argos from the League). 
● Arguments over leadership of the League. 
● Themistocles’ bribery of Eurybiades and Adeimantus at Artemisium. 
● Themistocles’ trickery to ensure Greek fleet remained at Salamis. 
● Evidence from Source B: 

o “the contingents who come from [the Peloponnese] are unlikely to remain and 
fight on behalf of the Athenians”. 

 
AO2 
Candidates may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through the use of some of the 
following arguments:  
● Each polis controlled only a small geographical area surrounding the city, no 

attempts to join together into a larger state (with exception of Sparta). 
● Various political systems used across the poleis (including aristocracy, oligarchy, 

tyranny, monarchy and democracy). 
● Northern Greece quickly abandoned by the League as states Medised when 

threatened by Xerxes’ advance. 
● League strategy to withdraw southwards after Artemisium and Thermopylae. 
● Peloponnesians were not concerned with defending Attica. 
● League held together by Themistocles who himself later ended up in the Persian 

court. 
● Evaluation and analysis of Source B might refer to: 

o Greek units in the Persian army. 
o Artemisia herself was half-Greek and ruled a Greek state. 
o Many Greek states had submitted to Xerxes (“Don’t you already have the rest of 

Hellas?”). 
o Reluctance of the Peloponnesians to fight on behalf of the Athenians. 

 

detailed response which does not do 
so. 
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Section B 

Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 
8* ‘It is only possible to say that a Greek cultural identity existed because they 

shared a language.’ Explain how far you agree with this statement.  Justify your 
response. 
 
AO1 
Candidates may show knowledge and understanding of:  
Things in common: 
● The gods.  
● Temples. 
● Festivals including the Olympic Games. 
● Reverence for oracles. 
● Mythology. 
● Owning of slaves. 
● Attitude to ‘barbarians’. 
● Social practices including xenia. 
● Herodotus 8.144 
● Aeschylus battle cry in ‘The Persians’ 

 
 Things that differed between states: 

● Political systems, including democracy and tyranny. 
● Economies (some states based on trade and the sea [eg Athens], others inland and 

farming [eg Boeotia]. 
● Social practices [eg Sparta]. 
● Relative importance of particular gods/cults in each polis. 
● Differences between Dorians and Ionians (including dialect and calendar). 
 
AO2 
Candidates may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through the use of some of the 
following arguments:  
● The Pan-Hellenic concepts that all Greeks subscribed to, especially of language, 

race and religion. 
● Each polis controlled only a small geographical area surrounding the city, no 

attempts to join together into a larger state (with exception of Sparta). 

10 
(AO1) 

 
20 

(AO2) 

Assess using the marking grids for the 
30-mark extended response. 
 
The indicative content is a description of 
possible content only; all legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately.  
 
Learners are expected to make use of 
scholarly views, academic approaches 
and sources to support their argument; 
the approach to crediting this is outlined 
in the Levels of Response Grid.  
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● Various political systems used across the poleis (including aristocracy, oligarchy, 
tyranny, monarchy and democracy). 

● Cultural (and linguistic) split between Dorians and Ionians including different 
calendars and festivals. 

● Greeks rarely referred to themselves as ‘Greeks’/’Hellenes’ – terms generally used 
by non-Greeks to describe them. 

● Greeks linked by common gods and some religious festivals (eg Olympic games). 
● Range of responses to growth of Persian empire from alliance to resistance. 
● Foreign policy of each polis usually based on pragmatism not nationalism. 
● Problems of disunity that emerged when Greek states allied together (eg 

Reluctance of Peloponnesians to fight on behalf of the Athenians at Marathon). 
 

9* ‘The Greeks feared the Amazons and Medea more because they were female 
rather than because they were barbarians.’  Explain how far you agree with this 
statement.  Justify your response.     
 
AO1 
Candidates may show knowledge and understanding of: 
Amazons: 
● Believed to be from Scythia. 
● Warriors ‘the equals of men’ (Homer). 
● Portrayed as armed, usually with bow, also swords and axes. 
● Fought Herakles and Achilles. 
● Behave like men: trained to fight in battle and ride horses. 
● Unusual social practices:  

o must kill a man before allowed to marry  
o have sex in groups, outside  
o live outdoors. 

 
Medea: 
● From Colchis (Black Sea). 
● Descended from sun-god.  
● Possessed magical powers. 
● Helped Jason steal the golden fleece. 
● Murdered her brother to help Jason. 
● Killed own children as revenge when Jason remarried. 
● Escapes into the sky on chariot drawn by dragons. 
 

10 
(AO1) 

 
20 

(AO2) 

Assess using the marking grids for the 
30-mark extended response. 
 
The indicative content is a description of 
possible content only; all legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately.  
 
Learners are expected to make use of 
scholarly views, academic approaches 
and sources to support their argument; 
the approach to crediting this is outlined 
in the Levels of Response Grid.  
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AO2 
Candidates may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through the use of some of the 
following arguments:  
 
Danger emanating from their femininity: 
Amazons: 

o Not under the rational control of a man therefore unpredictable and volatile. 
o Fought for reasons other than the usual Greek ones of honour, glory etc. 

 
Medea: 

o Personifies a range of dangers including using magic and poison. 
o Uses position as a woman to betray own father, brother and city. 
o Shock of the concept of a woman killing her own children. 

 
Other aspects: 
Amazons:  

o Armed and trained to kill. 
o Although characters in myth it was apparently believed that they were real and 

therefore might be encountered. 
o Believed that they had once attacked Athens. 
o Nature and structure of Amazon society is different to Greek society. 

 
Medea: 

o Her ‘foreignness’ is a threat to the polis as she has children with Jason when 
social convention dictated that he married a Greek girl. 

o Her non-Greek upbringing allows her to consider murdering members of her 
own family. 

o It was possible for the Greeks to fight Amazons (as outsiders), but not Medea 
(as she had knowledge of Greek lifestyles and practises). 
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 10-mark stimulus question  
 

Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in this question: AO1 and AO2.The two Assessment Objectives are equally weighted. Examiners 
must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, particularly imbalanced 
responses in terms of the assessment objectives, examiners should carefully consider which level is the best fit for the performance overall. For 
example, you should not be able to achieve a mark of 8 made up of AO1 = 6 and AO2 = 2  
 

When using this grid:  
● Determine the level: start at level 3 and outwards until you reach the level that matches the answer  
● Determine the mark within the level: consider whether the response consistently meets the criteria for the level, and/or could be described as 

closer to the level above or the one below  
● Marks for questions must be determined by reference to the assessment grid, NOT by mechanical addition of ticks. 
 

Level Marks Characteristics of Performance 

5 9–10 
AO1: Shows very good knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through a range of well selected, accurate 
and precise material from it  
AO2: Fully and consistently engages with the question, with perceptive, critical analysis and interpretation of the provided 
source leading to convincing points which are well-supported and developed  

4 7–8 
AO1: Shows good knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through a range of well selected, mostly 
accurate, material from it  
AO2: Engages clearly and directly with the question, with critical analysis and interpretation of the provided source leading to 
sound points, which are supported and developed  

3 5–6 
AO1: Shows reasonable knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through use of a range of mostly accurate 
material from it  
AO2: Engages with some of the fundamental issues of the question, with analysis and interpretation of the provided source 
leading to some tenable points, which have some support and development  

2 3–4 
AO1: Shows basic knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through use of some material from it with some 
degree of accuracy  
AO2: Engages with the general topic of the question, with little analysis and interpretation of the provided source leading to 
weak points, which have occasional support and development  

1 1–2 
AO1: Shows limited knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through little use of accurate material from it  
AO2: Limited and very simplistic attempt to engage with the topic of the question, with very little analysis and interpretation of 
the provided source leading to points of little relevance  

0 0 No response worthy of credit  
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 20-mark extended response  
 
Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in this question: AO1 and AO2.The two Assessment Objectives are equally weighted. Examiners 
must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, examiners should 
carefully consider which level is the best fit for the performance overall. Note that candidates can achieve different levels in each assessment 
objective, for example a Level 3 for AO1, and a Level 2 for AO2.  
 
When using this grid:  
● Determine the level: start at level 3 and outwards until you reach the level that matches the answer  
● Determine the mark within the level: consider whether the response consistently meets the criteria for the level, and/or could be described as 

closer to the level above or the one below  
● Marks for questions must be determined by reference to the assessment grid, NOT by mechanical addition of ticks. 

AO1 AO2 
Level Marks Characteristics of Performance Level Marks Characteristics of Performance 
5 9 – 10 ● very detailed knowledge and a thorough understanding of 

the material studied 
● use of a range of well selected, accurate and precise 

material from classical sources and appropriate, effective 
use of their cultural context and possible interpretation 

5 9 – 10 ● a very good response to the question containing a wide range of relevant points 
leading to convincing conclusions 

● points are very well supported by perceptive critical analysis, interpretation and 
evaluation of classical sources  

The response is logically structured, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent line of 
reasoning 

4 7 – 8 ● detailed knowledge and a sound understanding of the 
material studied 

● use of a range of well selected, mostly accurate, material 
from classical sources and appropriate use of their 
cultural context and possible interpretation 

4 7 – 8 ● a good response to the question containing a range of relevant points leading to 
appropriate conclusions 

● points are consistently supported by critical analysis, interpretation and evaluation of 
classical sources  

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed and clear line of reasoning 
3 5 – 6  ● reasonable knowledge and understanding of the material 

studied 
● use of a range of mostly accurate material from classical 

sources and some use of their cultural context and 
possible interpretation 

3 5 – 6 ● a reasonable response to the question containing some relevant points leading to 
tenable conclusions 

● points are generally supported by analysis, interpretation and evaluation of classical 
sources  

the response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly relevant and has some structure 
2 3 – 4  ● basic knowledge and understanding of the material 

studied 
● use of a limited range of material from classical sources 

with some degree of accuracy, and limited use of their 
cultural context and possible interpretation  

2 3 – 4 ● a basic response to the question containing some points, which may be narrow in 
scope and limited in relevancy, leading to weak conclusions 

● points are occasionally supported by analysis, interpretation and evaluation of 
classical sources  

the response presents a line of reasoning but may lack structure 
1 1 – 2  ● limited knowledge and understanding of the material 

studied 
1 1 – 2 ● little engagement with the question, any points or conclusions made are of little 

relevance 
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● use of little accurate material from classical sources and 
little or no use of their cultural context and possible 
interpretation 

● isolated use of classical sources with little analysis, interpretation and evaluation 

the information is communicated in an unstructured way 

0 0 ● no response worthy of credit 0 0 ● no response worthy of credit 
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 30-mark extended response 

Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in this question: AO1 and AO2.The two Assessment Objectives are equally weighted. Examiners 
must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, examiners should 
carefully consider which level is the best fit for the performance overall. Note that candidates can achieve different levels in each assessment 
objective, for example a Level 3 for AO1, and a Level 2 for AO2.  
When using this grid:  
● Determine the level: start at level 3 and work outwards until you reach the level that matches the answer  
● Determine the mark within the level: consider whether the response consistently meets the criteria for the level, and/or could be described as 

closer to the level above or the one below  
● Marks for questions must be determined by reference to the assessment grid, NOT by mechanical addition of ticks. 

 
AO1 AO2 

Level Marks Characteristics of Performance Level Marks Characteristics of Performance 
5 9 – 10 ● very detailed knowledge and a thorough 

understanding of the material studied 
● use of a range of well selected, accurate and precise 

material from classical sources and appropriate, 
effective use of their cultural context and possible 
interpretation 

5 17 – 20 ● a very good response to the question containing a wide range of relevant points leading to 
convincing conclusions 

● points are very well supported by critical perceptive analysis, interpretation and evaluation of 
classical sources and secondary sources, scholars and/or academic works 

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent line of reasoning 

4 7 – 8 ● detailed knowledge and a sound understanding of 
the material studied 

● use of a range of well selected, mostly accurate, 
material from classical sources and appropriate use 
of their cultural context and possible interpretation 

4 13 – 16 ● a good response to the question containing a range of relevant points leading to appropriate 
conclusions 

● points are consistently supported by critical analysis, interpretation and evaluation of 
classical sources and secondary sources, scholars and/or academic works 

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed and clear line of reasoning 
3 5 – 6  ● reasonable knowledge and understanding of the 

material studied 
● use of a range of mostly accurate material from 

classical sources and some use of their cultural 
context and possible interpretation 

3 9 – 12 ● a reasonable response to the question containing some relevant points leading to tenable 
conclusions 

● points are generally supported by analysis, interpretation and evaluation  of classical 
sources and there is some use of secondary sources scholars and/or academic works 

the response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly relevant and has some structure 
2 3 – 4  ● basic knowledge and understanding of the material 

studied 
● use of a limited range of material from classical 

sources with some degree of accuracy, and limited 
use of their cultural context and possible 
interpretation 

2 5 – 8 ● a basic response to the question containing some points, which may be narrow in scope 
and limited in relevancy, leading to weak conclusions 

● points are occasionally supported by  analysis, interpretation and evaluation of classical 
sources and there is little or no use of secondary sources, scholars and/or academic works 

the response presents a line of reasoning but may lack structure 
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1 1 – 2  ● limited knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

● use of little accurate material from classical sources 
and little or no use of their cultural context and 
possible interpretation 

1 1 – 4 ● little engagement with the question and any points or conclusions made are of little or no 
relevance 

● isolated use of classical sources with little analysis, interpretation and evaluation 

the information is communicated in an unstructured way 

0 0 ● no response worthy of credit 0 0 ● no response worthy of credit 
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