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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate answers are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere 
on the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available 
that will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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R051 series overview 
Despite the considerable disruption to candidates throughout the last two years, it was pleasing to read 
some very good answers across the whole paper, with many candidates demonstrating a sound 
knowledge base and good examination technique. Furthermore, the factors and values questions were 
handled much more effectively than in the early days of this specification. The increased availability of 
past papers and greater experience of staff is now clearly contributing to candidate success. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• read both the header and main body of the 
questions carefully 
 

• demonstrated sound knowledge across many 
of the concepts being questioned 
 

• were able to apply accurate descriptions to 
factors and values questions 
 

• offered a balanced response to the barriers 
and solutions extended question. 

• ignored a specific emphasis in questions, e.g. 
‘a sport’ in Question 5 (b) 
 

• offered vague or one-word answers without 
the specific detail required to address the 
subject area in the question, e.g. Question 1 
(a) ‘age’ or ‘time’ as one-word answers 
 

• lost marks on questions where the word not 
was emboldened, e.g. Questions 13 and 14 
(c) 
 

• offered an imbalanced response to the 
barriers and solutions extended question and 
often used repetition of solutions.  
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Question 1 (a) 

Overall, this question was well answered, with many candidates demonstrating their understanding of 
the idea of a barrier to participation, with a lack of time, income and role models proving to be the most 
popular choices. There was however evidence of repetition of the question and vague one-word answers 
such as ‘age’ or ’time’, used in candidate responses. The emphasis in the question is Jack attempting to 
play more sport. 

 

Question 1 (b) 

While there were several appropriate and relevant solutions to help Jack participate in more sport, there 
were other alternatives that did not address the issue of sport but focused on suggesting that Jack’s 
involvement with his grandchildren could be curtailed, he could look for a creche or he could walk to the 
park rather than drive, none of which focused on increased involvement in sport.  

It is important that where a scenario is set and barriers and solutions questions ensue, all aspects of the 
scenario are taken on board when considering a response. In this question it was the focus on playing 
more sport that was the significant feature.  
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Question 2  

Many candidates correctly offered increased media coverage, increased facilities, and the use of role 
models in their responses. However, there were other less realistic suggestions such as, more funding or 
introducing sponsors, together with a repeat of the question whereby candidates offered ‘take the game 
into schools’ as an alternative. Candidates should be reminded that the use of a phrase from a question 
as part of their response is seen as repetition and as such is not credit worthy. 

 

Question 3 

 

Key point call out 

It should be noted that where only one option is required in a multi-choice question, no credit will be 
given for any of the choices circled if more than one option is selected. 
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Question 4 

Well answered by many candidates, with a significant number gaining maximum marks, illustrating not 
only an understanding of the Olympic and Paralympic values but also a capacity to be able to apply each 
value to a practical example. Where errors were evident, they generally occurred on the first example, 
where some candidates offered the value of determination instead of excellence. 
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Question 5 (a) 

A reasonably well answered question, with several candidates gaining the maximum four marks. Those 
who did not gain maximum marks generally did not for the following reasons: identification of performers 
who had taken recreational drugs rather than performance enhancing drugs, an incorrect drug offence, 
with steroids being used as the ‘catch all’ option or the inability to link a performer with any drug offence 
and in some cases no responses were offered for any of the four marks. 

 

Question 5 (b) 

The focus of this question was on the reasons why a sport should prevent the use of performance 
enhancing drugs. Candidates who referred to an individual performer rather than a sport, with comments 
such as ‘they can make the person ill’ or ‘people won’t trust them any more’ gained no marks. 
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Question 6 
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Exemplar 1 

  

The exemplar answer illustrates a maximum scoring candidate response, whereby there were 
appropriate sports selected, which were then backed up by a clear and concise description of the effect 
of each factor on the popularity of that particular sport. 
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Question 7 

While many candidates were able to offer good examples of both gamesmanship and sportsmanship, 
there were others who did not gain marks as a result of offering responses that were too vague, e.g., 
‘shaking hands’ = TV, whereas ‘shaking an opponent’s hand at the start and end of a game’ is a much 
more specific response. Similarly, there were many offerings of ‘helping an opponent up when they fall 
down’, this again is far too vague, and it should be questioned whether opponents simply fall down in a 
game of football. 

There were some candidates who mixed up sportsmanship and gamesmanship. 

 

Question 8 
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Exemplar 2 

  

It was pleasing to see a ‘values’ question being handled well by many candidates, with the exemplar 
response illustrating clear and concise descriptions of each identified sporting value. 

 

Question 9 

This question proved to be a challenge for a number of candidates, with many unable to correctly identify 
two features of a ‘one-off’ major sporting event. There was frequent repetition, in some format, of the 
stem of the question, with other candidates simply naming any sports event that they could think of. 
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Question 10 

Overall, a well answered question, with every point on the mark scheme utilised by the cohort. 

 

Question 11 

While a significant proportion of the candidates gained two or more marks, there were some instances 
when marks were not gained because of a lack of specific detail in a response. This was particularly 
evident in relation to a drawback before a major sporting event. The emphasis in points 1 and 3 in this 
phase of the question was on cost but in order to gain a mark, candidates were required to identify what 
exactly was likely to be costly i.e. bidding or building the facilities. Candidate responses were awarded 
TV if they simply referred to a drawback being, ‘cost’ or ‘it’s expensive’ or ‘might not have enough 
money’.  
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Question 12 

Unfortunately, questions requiring descriptions of structural or functional elements of national governing 
bodies still appear to present candidates with problems. It is important that candidates can differentiate 
between the differing roles and functions of an NGB. ‘Creating the rules’, ‘offering coaching and 
officiating courses’ and ‘setting up competitions’ were used frequently by candidates, none of which 
address the issue of how NGBs promote their sport. Correct responses could be gained from any of the 
six alternatives listed below. 

1. Ensuring opportunities for all/equal opportunities policies 
2. Creating initiatives to increase participation/popularity/offer schemes in schools 
3. Invests funding (into schemes for schools) 
4. (Increases) media coverage /advertising it/ use of social media 
5. Ensures the sport has a good public image  
6. Use of role models 

 

Question 13 

There were two main reasons why many candidates did not gain a mark for this question: 

• the lack of familiarity with alternatives (a), (b), (c) as national governing body initiatives/campaigns 
• failure to focus on the word not in the question. 
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Question 14 

Other than part (c), this question was very well answered by most candidates, with many gaining three 
out of the four marks available. There is a strong probability however that those who did not gain a mark 
for part (c) could have ignored the word not in the statement offered. NGBs do create disciplinary 
procedures, and this is generally one of the functions most well-known by candidates, so a clear 
illustration of failing to read a question fully.  

 

Question 15 

In order to gain marks in the highest level (Level 3, 7-8 marks), candidates need to include more than 
just factual information in their response. The development and exemplification of knowledge is how 
marks towards the upper end of Level 2 and into Level 3 can be gained. Ideally, and wherever possible, 
a knowledge based numbered point from the mark scheme should be supported by a developed point 
(bullet point on the mark scheme) and an example to illustrate the development. 

Furthermore, in this question there needed to be a balance between the barriers affecting women’s 
participation in sport and solutions that might be in place to address the barriers. Entry into Level 3 
requires clear developments of a number of both barriers and solutions, backed up by several examples.  

  



Level 1/2 Cambridge National in Sport Studies - R051 - January 2022 Examiners’ report 

 16 © OCR 2022 

Exemplar 3 

 

The exemplar illustrates how the candidate incorporated knowledge comments, developed points, an 
example and both a barrier and a solution in one paragraph. There were several paragraphs in the 
response, each following the same format, resulting in the candidate gaining the top of Level 3, a mark of 
8/8 for their answer. 

 

   



If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish 
to consider one of our review of results services. For full information 
about the options available visit the OCR website. 

Our priority is supporting you and your students this spring and 
to support you as you prepare for summer 2022. We’ll update our 
website information regularly with resources, guidance and  
key information.

• Teachers

• Students

• Exams officers

We are sending a weekly roundup to tell you about important 
updates. You can also sign up for your subject specific updates.  
If you haven’t already, sign up here.

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear directly from a 
senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. All our courses for the 
academic year 2021-2022 are being delivered live via an online 
platform, so you can attend from any location.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page  
on our website or visit OCR professional development.

ExamBuilder is the question builder platform for a range of our 
GCSE, A Level, Cambridge Nationals, Cambridge Technicals 
and Functional Skills qualifications. See the full list of available 
qualifications in the sign up form.

ExamBuilder is free for all OCR centres with an Interchange 
account and gives you unlimited users per centre. We need an 
Interchange username to validate the identity of your centre's first 
user account for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account please contact your 
centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a 
username, or nominate an existing Interchange user in your 
department.

Review of results

Supporting you 
through  
2021-2022
Take a look at our 
support for:

Keep up-to-date

OCR  
Professional 
Development

Signed up  
for Exambuilder?

Supporting you

http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you-through-2020-2021/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you/teachers/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you/students/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you/exams-officers/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/sign-up/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
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