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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether 

through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable 

reason.  

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

  

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere 
on the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available 

that will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Unit 2 series overview 

This series provided candidates with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of pre-production 

and planning process involved in a brief centred around planning a photoshoot for a new boyband for a 

record label. On the whole candidates were able to understand research methods and identify the 

advantages and disadvantages of pre-production documents and processes in relation to the brief. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

• Understood the difference between primary 
and secondary research 

• Demonstrated they could break down client 
requirements 

• Could link specific team job roles to different 
pre-production tasks and planning materials. 

 

• Confused legal and ethical issues 

• Did not understand the requirements, format 
or purpose of a call sheet 

• Did not demonstrate knowledge of 
documentation used for recording research 
findings. 
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Section A overview 

Once again, candidates had clearly been prepared successfully to work to a set brief. The majority of 

candidates were able to identify and understand client and audience requirements, job roles across 

media sectors, and the ethical and regulatory considerations needed when planning a media production. 

 

Question 1 (a) and 1 (b) 

 

There were very few candidates that did not achieve at least 3 marks in Question 1 (a) with most 

candidates achieving a full 4 marks. This shows that candidates had been successfully taught how to 

interpret client requirements as professional practitioners. Responses to Question 1 (b) were almost 

unanimously linked to Question 1 (a) responses with plausible explanations of how Raphael could fulfil 

one of the client requirements receiving at least 1 out of 3 marks.  
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Question 2 (a) and 2 (b) 

 

Most candidates were able to correctly identify two ethical issues for Question 2 (a) instead of legal 

issues. It is clear centres are teaching the difference between the two. Ethical issues suggested related 

directly to the brief. These included the age of the target audience and appropriateness of costumes of 

the boy band and ensuring that any potential offence to different cultures and religions through language 

on the costumes was considered. For Question 2 (b) many responses identified ways that the audience 

and community groups could be involved in discussions about ethical considerations through methods of 

primary research, clearly showing candidates’ ability to use the skills developed across the unit as a 

whole. 
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Question 3 (a) 

Responses to Question 3 (a) gave candidates the opportunity to show their understanding of how to 

research information. Many candidates cited primary methods that Amber could use that demonstrated 

understanding of her job role, such as speaking to her magazine contacts and music industry links. 

Secondary methods were also given, including Amber could read a book on photography techniques 

from the library. If explanations did not relate to the brief or were vague responses, such as stating 

‘conduct survey’, marks could not be given.  
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Question 3 (b) 

Responses to Question 3 (b) were not as strong as to Question 3 (a), with many candidates suggesting 

that using a mind map or a mood board are suitable ways to record research findings. The most 

successful responses showed understanding of project management tools, spreadsheets and online 

collaborative software with version control and opportunities for online collaboration cited as advantages. 

Key point call out 

It is important that candidates know how to store and send research findings. Project management tools 
and online cloud systems should be taught as part of organising research.  
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Question 4 

Question 4 was answered well by most candidates and there were less responses that confused primary 

and secondary research. The best responses referenced secondary sources that were appropriate for 

the brief, such as make up tutorials on YouTube or tips from influencers in magazines or Instagram. 

 

Question 5 (a) and 5 (b) 

 

Responses to Question 5 were less successful and it was clear that some candidates had not had the 

opportunity to look at a range of different pre-production documentation where set design, floor planning 

and lighting set up is used to communicate ideas. Many responses cited mind maps and mood boards 

and SWOT analysis which were incorrect. As a recommendation, centres should make sure that 

candidates have had the opportunity to investigate all the pre-production documentation on the 

specification as part of teaching and learning for this unit, particularly those documents that are used 

past the initial idea generation stage of planning a production. 
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Question 6 

Many candidates demonstrated that they understood the purpose of both a production schedule and 

project management software. Candidates were clearly able to look at the advantages and 

disadvantages of each in the context of planning as part of a team. The most successful responses 

linked explicitly to the brief citing members of the Snap City team and who might use what document and 

when in each of their roles. So that candidates gain maximum marks, centres are reminded to make sure 

candidates attempt to fully link their responses to the set brief. 

 

Question 7 

Answers to Question 7 allowed many candidates to expand on ethical issues addressed in Question 2. 

The most successful responses raised the age range of the audience, gender and ethnicity as target 

audience factors, with many having a clear explanation as to why Amber would need to consider this. 

Unsuccessful responses referenced the ‘boy next door’ image, which was not an audience factor, or 

suggested that Amber would need to look at legal issues, such as copyright, before taking pictures. 
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Section B overview 

Section B demonstrated that many candidates were able to produce pre-production documents that they 

are familiar with, particularly if they had studied the Level 2 Cambridge National in Creative iMedia where 

visualisation diagrams and mock ups are regularly used for mandatory coursework units. Some 

candidates were less successful at replicating more sophisticated pre-production documents, such as 

call sheets. The extended response evaluation question proved to be well-written in the main, with 

candidates either able to link a SWOT analysis to the business as per the requirements of the question 

or the brief, which was credited. 

 

Question 8 

  

Many responses to this task were extremely impressive and it was clear that candidates have had 

extensive practice in creating mock ups/visualisation diagrams. If candidates had drawn a cover of an 

album credit was given. Centres should remind candidates that annotations to justify decisions of colour 

and imagery should be detailed to fulfil the requirements of the mark scheme and reach the top marks. 

 

Question 9 

  

Responses to this task were less successful and it was clear that some candidates have not had the 

opportunity to look at the purpose and therefore layout or content of a call sheet. Some candidates 

confused a call sheet with a production schedule, and others simply listed information, such as 

equipment, that would be required for a photoshoot. Centres should make sure that candidates have had 

the opportunity to investigate all the pre-production documentation in the specification as part of teaching 

and learning for this unit. 
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Question 10 

Most candidates clearly knew what a SWOT analysis was used for and when one would be used as part 

of the pre-production and planning process. It is a process that was familiar to candidates, and this was 

shown with responses that clearly demonstrated why a production team would use on. The best 

responses linked fully to the brief, with team members and job roles cited. The advantages and 

disadvantages for Snap City were shown with specific examples linked to the brief. Excellent examples 

included threats from other competitors in the music photography sectors. As per the requirements of the 

question, other more potentially appropriate documents needed as part of the process were suggested 

such as recces and risk assessment for location photography. Less successful responses did not link a 

SWOT analysis to the brief. Candidates should be encouraged to do this, particularly on the extended 

response question to show their understanding of working in a given production context. 

 

Copyright information 

Any reference to existing companies or organisations is entirely coincidental and is not intended as a 
depiction of those companies or organisations.  
 

 



If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish 
to consider one of our review of results services. For full information 
about the options available visit the OCR website. 

Our priority is supporting you and your students this spring and 
to support you as you prepare for summer 2022. We’ll update our 
website information regularly with resources, guidance and  
key information.

• Teachers

• Students

• Exams officers

We are sending a weekly roundup to tell you about important 
updates. You can also sign up for your subject specific updates.  
If you haven’t already, sign up here.

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear directly from a 
senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. All our courses for the 
academic year 2021-2022 are being delivered live via an online 
platform, so you can attend from any location.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page  
on our website or visit OCR professional development.

ExamBuilder is the question builder platform for a range of our 
GCSE, A Level, Cambridge Nationals, Cambridge Technicals 
and Functional Skills qualifications. See the full list of available 
qualifications in the sign up form.

ExamBuilder is free for all OCR centres with an Interchange 
account and gives you unlimited users per centre. We need an 
Interchange username to validate the identity of your centre's first 
user account for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account please contact your 
centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a 
username, or nominate an existing Interchange user in your 
department.
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Review students' exam performance with our free online results 
analysis tool. 

For the spring 2022 series, results analysis is available for 
Cambridge Nationals (moderated units) only.

It allows you to:

• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

• identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

• help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching 
departments.

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults.

Supporting you

Active Results

https://ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/


Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about OCR 
qualifications or services (including administration, 
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch 
with our customer support centre. 

Call us on 
01223 553998

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit
 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

 ocr.org.uk
 /ocrexams
 /ocrexams
 /company/ocr
 /ocrexams

We really value your feedback

Click to send us an autogenerated email about  
this resource. Add comments if you want to.  
Let us know how we can improve this resource or 
what else you need. Your email address will not be 
used or shared for any marketing purposes. 

          

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. 

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2022 Oxford Cambridge and 
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels, 
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update 
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be 
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you 
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource freely if you keep the OCR logo and this small print intact and you acknowledge OCR as the originator of the resource.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications. 
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