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                                                                                     MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
PREPARATION FOR MARKING ON RM ASSESSOR3 

1. Make sure that you have accessed and completed the relevant training packages for on-screen marking: RM Assessor Online Training; OCR 
Essential Guide to Marking.  

2. Make sure that you have read and understood the mark scheme and the question paper for this unit. These are posted on the RM Cambridge 
Assessment Support Portal http://www.rm.com/support/ca. 

3. Log-in to RM Assessor3 and select, mark and share 10 scripts. 

4. After the standardisation meeting: YOU MUST MARK 10 STANDARDISATION SCRIPTS BEFORE YOU CAN BE APPROVED TO MARK 
LIVE SCRIPTS. 

 
MARKING INSTRUCTIONS  

1. Mark strictly to the mark scheme. 
 

2. Marks awarded must relate directly to the marking criteria.  
 

3. The schedule of dates is very important. It is essential that you meet the RM Assessor3 50% and 100% deadlines. If you experience problems, 
you must contact your Team Leader (Supervisor) without delay. 

 

4. If you are in any doubt about applying the mark scheme, consult your Team Leader by telephone, email or via the RM Assessor3 messaging 
system.  

 

5. Crossed Out Responses 

Where a candidate has crossed out a response and provided a clear alternative then the crossed out response is not marked. Where no 
alternative response has been provided, examiners may give candidates the benefit of the doubt and mark the crossed out response where 
legible. 
 

Rubric Error Responses – Optional Questions 

Where candidates have a choice of question across a whole paper or a whole section and have provided more answers than required, then all 
responses are marked and the highest mark allowable within the rubric is given. Enter a mark for each question answered into RM assessor3, 
which will select the highest mark from those awarded. (The underlying assumption is that the candidate has penalised themselves by 
attempting more questions than necessary in the time allowed.) 
 

Contradictory Responses 

When a candidate provides contradictory responses, then no mark should be awarded, even if one of the answers is correct.   
 

http://www.rm.com/support/ca


H408/33 Mark Scheme June 2022 
 

3 

Short Answer Questions (requiring only a list by way of a response, usually worth only one mark per response)  

Where candidates are required to provide a set number of short answer responses then only the set number of responses should be marked. 
The response space should be marked from left to right on each line and then line by line until the required number of responses have been 
considered.  The remaining responses should not then be marked. Examiners will have to apply judgement as to whether a ‘second response’ 
on a line is a development of the ‘first response’, rather than a separate, discrete response.   

 

Short Answer Questions (requiring a more developed response, worth two or more marks) 
If the candidates are required to provide a description of, say, three items or factors and four items or factors are provided, then mark on a similar 
basis – that is downwards (as it is unlikely in this situation that a candidate will provide more than one response in each section of the response 
space.) 

 

Longer Answer Questions (requiring a developed response) 

Where candidates have provided two (or more) responses to a medium or high tariff question which only required a single (developed) 
response and not crossed out the first response, then only the first response should be marked. Examiners will need to apply professional 
judgement as to whether the second (or a subsequent) response is a ‘new start’ or simply a poorly expressed continuation of the first response. 

 

6. Always check the pages (and additional objects if present) at the end of the response in case any answers have been continued there. If the 
candidate has continued an answer there then add a tick to confirm that the work has been seen. 
a. Where generic answer booklets are used, all pages must contain an annotation, or RM Assessor3 will not allow you to submit the script. 

Where no response is given by a candidate on a whole page the ‘BP’ or ‘seen’ annotation must be applied. 
b. Where additional objects are present, all pages must contain an annotation, or RM Assessor will not allow you to submit the script. Where 

no response is given by a candidate on a whole page the ‘BP’ or ‘seen’ annotation must be applied. 
 

7. Where candidates have a choice of questions across a whole paper or a whole section and have provided more answers than required, then all 
responses are marked and the highest mark allowable within the rubric is given. Enter a mark for each question answered into RM assessor, 
which will select the highest mark from those awarded.  
 

8. There is a NR (No Response) option.  Award NR if: 
• there is nothing written at all in the answer space 

 
Note: Award 0 marks for an attempt that earns no credit (including copying out the question).  

Team Leaders must confirm the correct use of NR with their examiners before live marking commences and should check this when reviewing 
scripts. 

 

9. Do not use the comments box for any reason. If you have any questions or comments for your Team Leader, use the phone, the RM 
Assessor messaging system, or e-mail.  
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10. Assistant Examiners will send a brief report on the performance of candidates to their Team Leader (Supervisor) via email by the end of the 
marking period. The report should contain notes on particular strengths displayed as well as common errors or weaknesses. Constructive 
criticism of the question paper/mark scheme is also appreciated. 

 

11. For answers marked by levels of response: 
a. To determine the level – start at level 3 and work outwards until you reach the level that matches the answer 
b. To determine the mark within the level, consider the following: 

 

Descriptor Award mark 

On the borderline of this level and the one 
below 

At bottom of level 

Just enough achievement on balance for this 
level 

Above bottom and either below middle or at middle of level (depending on number of marks 
available) 

Meets the criteria but with some slight 
inconsistency 

Above middle and either below top of level or at middle of level (depending on number of marks 
available) 

Consistently meets the criteria for this level At top of level 

 

 

Annotations 

These are the annotations, (including abbreviations), used in RM Assessor, which are used when marking: 

 

Symbol Description Comment 

 

Tick worthy of credit 

 

? Unclear 

 

S error of spelling 

 

E error of grammar, punctuation or expression 
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F error of fact 

 

^ Omission 

 

H Line to draw an attention to an error 

 

V Wavy Line to draw attention to something  

 
H Wavy Line to draw attention to something  

……… Highlight as directed by PE 

 

IRRL irrelevant point 

 

REP conspicuous repetition 

 

L illegible word or phrase 

 

SEEN BP/SEEN 

Blank Page – this annotation must be used on all blank pages within an 

answer booklet and on each page of an additional object where there is no 

candidate response. 

Great care needs to be exercised with the SEEN annotation. PE should issue 

guidance about how this is to be used. 

 

MARKING INFORMATION 

 
Introduction 
Your first task as an Examiner is to become thoroughly familiar with the material on which the examination depends. You should ensure that you have 
copies of these materials:  
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• the specification, especially the assessment objectives 

• the question paper and its rubrics  

• the mark scheme. 
You should ensure also that you are familiar with the administrative procedures related to the marking process. These are set out in the OCR booklet 
Instructions for Examiners. If you are examining for the first time, please read carefully Appendix 5 Introduction to Script Marking: Notes for 
New Examiners. Please ask for help or guidance whenever you need it. Your first point of contact is your Team Leader.  
 
Using the mark scheme  
Please study this mark scheme carefully. The mark scheme is an integral part of the process that begins with the setting of the question paper and 
ends with the awarding of grades. Question papers and mark schemes are developed in association with each other so that issues of differentiation 
and positive achievement can be addressed from the very start.  
 
This mark scheme is a working document; it is not exhaustive; it does not provide ‘correct’ answers. The mark scheme can only provide ‘best 
guesses’ about how the question will work out, and it is subject to revision after we have looked at a wide range of scripts.  
 
The Team Leader’ standardisation (SSU) meeting will ensure that the mark scheme covers the range of candidates’ responses to the questions, and 
that all Examiners understand and apply the mark scheme in the same way. The mark scheme will be discussed and amended at the meeting, and 
administrative procedures will be confirmed.  
 
Please read carefully all the scripts in your allocation and make every effort to look positively for achievement throughout the ability range. Always be 
prepared to use the full range of marks. 
 
Information and instructions for examiners  
The practice scripts provide you with examples of the standard of each level. The marks awarded for these scripts will have been agreed by the Team 
Leaders and will be discussed fully at SSU.  
 
The specific task-related indicative content for each question will help you to understand how the level descriptors may be applied. However, this 
indicative content does not constitute the mark scheme: it is material that candidates might use, grouped according to each assessment objective 
tested by the question. It is hoped that candidates will respond to questions in a variety of ways. Rigid demands for ‘what must be a good answer’ 
would lead to a distorted assessment. Candidates’ answers must be relevant to the question. Beware of prepared answers that do not show the 
candidate’s thought and which have not been adapted to the thrust of the question. Beware also of answers where candidates attempt to reproduce 
interpretations and concepts that they have been taught but have only partially understood. 
 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 
 
Candidates are expected to demonstrate the following in the context of the content described for the individual component: 
 
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: 

• literature, visual/material culture and classical thought 
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• how sources and ideas reflect, and influence, their cultural contexts 

• possible interpretations of sources, perspectives and ideas by different audiences and individuals. 
 
AO2 Critically analyse, interpret and evaluate literature, visual/material culture, and classical thoughts, using evidence to make substantiated 

judgements and produce coherent and reasoned arguments. 
Individual questions are designed to allow the distribution of marks between the Assessment Objectives. For some points based marking and the 
levels of response questions you are required to identify a candidate’s performance under each assessment objective and award marks accordingly. 
 
Marking Scripts 
Answers must be marked using the level descriptors in the marking grids and a mark awarded for each Assessment Objective. 
The points in the mark scheme are indicative content only and offer some question specific guidance.  Credit should be given for other points and 
different views, if they seem possible and are well argued or supported by good evidence. 
 
You must avoid negative marking - don’t deduct marks for individual errors. All marks should be allocated by reference to the assessment grid. 
 
Any queries on unexpected answers please consult your Team Leader/Principal Examiner. 
 
Using annotations 

• Take great care to place a tick (see below) against any valid points that lead you to think at all favourably of the answer. 

• Do not leave any page unmarked (as a last resort tick the very bottom of a page to indicate that you have read it - otherwise Team 
Leaders/Principal Examiners cannot tell whether account has been taken of that page). 

• Underline errors and place the appropriate symbol in the margin. 

• Indicate that you have looked at every page of the answer booklet by placing the BP symbol at the top and bottom of any blank pages. 
 
Ticks: these are the simplest, quickest and most efficient means for examiners to convey approval to Senior Examiners, and they should be inserted 
where they can be most effective. If the point you wish to highlight is in the middle of a paragraph, then put the tick in the middle of a line in the middle 
of a paragraph. Overuse of the tick tends to devalue its effectiveness.  
 
Do use ticks to draw attention to anything worthy of credit [even single words]. 
 
Do not use ticks as a substitute for marking/assessment; marks for questions must be determined by reference to the assessment grid, NOT by 
mechanical addition of ticks. 
 
Highlighting: use highlighting as directed by your Principal Examiner.  
 
QUALITY OF EXTENDED RESPONSE  
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• Reasonable but not excessive account should be taken of particularly poor spelling (S), punctuation, and other defects in English grammar 
and expression (E).   

• Legibility: use the sign (L) in the margin to areas of a script which you cannot read. 

• Extreme cases of illegibility should be referred to your Team Leader/Principal Examiner. 
Section A 

Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 

 1 Why was Cicero at Lanuvium? 

 

Answers may include: 
 

• He fled/left Rome after the assassination of Julius Caesar (to ensure his personal 
safety) (1). 
 

 

1 
(AO1) 

All legitimate answers should be 
credited. 
 
 

2 Name one person to whom Cicero is referring when he says ‘our heroes’ (line 6). 
 
Answers may include reference to one from: 
 

• Brutus (1). 

• Cassius (1). 

• Casca (1). 

• Trebonius (1). 
 

 

1 
(AO1) 

All legitimate answers should be 
credited. 

3 Explain how Cicero shows his own desperation in Source A.   
 
Examples may include: 

• Compares the lack of news he receives with the situation in Rome. (AO2) 

o Now what do you think I hear in Lanuvium? In contrast, I suspect there in Rome 

you hear news every day. (AO1) 

• Negative tone of remarks. (AO2) 
o On my part I am sorry; freedom has been restored without a free state; horrible 

what talk and threats there are; I am afraid of wars in Gaul; require men and 

money, of which we have none. (AO1) 

• Tries to stress the positives. (AO2) 

5 
(AO1) 

 
5 

(AO2) 

Use the 10-mark marking grid. 
 
AO1 marks are awarded for the 
selection of material from the source. 
 
AO2 marks for the interpretation, 
analysis and evaluation of this outlined 
in the Levels of Response grid. 
 
The indicative content is a description 
of possible content. All legitimate 
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Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 

o Ides of March console us; our heroes achieved all they were able, gloriously and 

magnificently. (AO1) 

• Short, abrupt phrases. (AO2) 
o This from me to you; send it to me; I shall not. (AO1) 

• Pleads with Atticus. (AO2) 

o If you have any news (for I expect you hear some every day) send it to me. If you 
have nothing, nevertheless do not interrupt our custom. (AO1) 

• Uses commands in his desperation. (AO2) 
o Send it to me; do not interrupt our custom. (AO1) 

• Emphasises importance of time through repetition. (AO2) 

o You hear news every day; (for I expect you hear some every day). (AO1) 
 

answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately. 

4 In which city did the prosecution of Verres take place? 

 

• Rome (1). 

 

1 
(AO1) 

All legitimate answers should be 
credited. 

5 Give two reasons why Cicero took on the case to prosecute Verres. 
 
Answers may include reference to any two from: 
 

• Cared for the Sicilians (as had been quaestor there) (1). 

• Cicero was asked to by embassies from the Sicilians themselves (1). 

• To raise his own profile as an orator/lawyer (1). 

• To raise his political profile (1). 

• To become the voice of fairness and of traditional Roman values (1). 

• To defeat corruption (1). 

• To gain clients (1). 

• Political advancement (assumes Verres’ senatorial rank if victorious) (1). 
 

2 
(AO1) 

All legitimate answers should be 
credited. 

6 Explain how Cicero made the trial as much about the Republic as about Verres. 
 
Examples may include: 

• Puts the jury on trial to uphold values of Republic. (AO2) 

5 
(AO1) 

 
5 

Use the 10-mark marking grid. 
 
AO1 marks are awarded for the 
selection of material from the source. 
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Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 

o says they need to show they are not as corrupt as Verres. (AO1) 
o suggests they need to prove courts and senate are still worthy. (AO1) 
o emphasises the importance of this moment in representing the Republic. (AO1) 

• Challenges jury to respect the wishes of the people and do the right thing. (AO2) 
o states that society and senate are seen as corrupt. (AO1) 
o says the reputation of the Republic is at stake in eyes of people. (AO1) 
o claims the decision will influence future trials and sense of justice. (AO1) 

• Creates a sense of crisis as backdrop for his argument. (AO2) 
o says Republic is at a crucial juncture. (AO1) 
o exaggerates that Verres’ deeds threaten everyone without exception. (AO1) 

• Presents himself as defender of the state. (AO2) 
o includes himself as part of senate which needs to rectify problem. (AO1) 
o claims he would rather die than fail to defend the state. (AO1) 

• Hardly discusses Verres’ conduct in Sicily, ostensibly the point of the trial. (AO2) 
o charge of extortion in Sicily only mentioned at end of speech. (AO1) 
o focuses on character, greed and past deeds of Verres to prejudice opinion of 

him and imply his guilt regarding extortion in Sicily. (AO1) 
 

(AO2)  
AO2 marks for the interpretation, 
analysis and evaluation of this outlined 
in the Levels of Response grid. 
 
The indicative content is a description 
of possible content. All legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately. 

7* ‘Cicero’s political ideals meant that he felt only joy at the assassination of 
Caesar.’ Explain to what extent you agree with this view.  Justify your response. 
 You may use Source A as a starting point in your answer. 

 
AO1 
Candidates may show knowledge and understanding of:  
Cicero’s reaction to the assassination in his letters. 

• Fam. 10.28 to Trebonius calls assassination a ‘most beautiful feast’. 

• Att. 14.4 references assassins as ‘our heroes’ and refers to how ‘freedom has been 
restored’.  

Cicero’s political ideals. 

• Att. 8.8 shows the challenges which Cicero faces. 

• Att. 9.4 discusses the challenge of reconciling political ideals with having to choose 
between Caesar and Pompey in the civil war.   

Cicero’s relationship with Caesar. 

• Att. 9.11a to Caesar shows Cicero treading carefully in declaring his support for 
sides. 

 

10  
(AO1) 

 
10 

(AO2) 

Assess using the marking grids for the 
20-mark extended response. 
 
The indicative content is a description 
of possible content only; all legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately.  
 
Whilst candidates may use the provided 
source as a starting point, they should 
not be penalised if they offer a full and 
detailed response which does not do 
so. 
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Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 

AO2 
Candidates may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through the use of some of the 
following arguments:  

• By examining what Cicero’s political ideals were and how consistent they were. 

• That Cicero’s initial reaction to Caesar’s death reveal his real views. 

• By examining Cicero’s existing relationship to Caesar. 

• That the assassination of Caesar was not followed up by a restoration of the 
Republic, which tempered Cicero’s feelings about the event. 

• That it is impossible to know Cicero’s true feelings since his correspondence is a 
representation of himself and that ‘only joy’ is likely to be too strong an opinion. 

 

 
Section B 

Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 

8* Assess to what extent the attitudes of Cicero and the members of the First 
Triumvirate were completely incompatible. Justify your response. 
 
AO1 
Candidates may show knowledge and understanding of:  

• The attitudes of Cicero towards politics and the Republic. 

• Pompey’s views and attitudes in comparison and contrast to Cicero. 

• Caesar’s views and attitudes in comparison and contrast to Cicero. 

• Cicero as a novus homo and an outsider. 

• Cicero not being part of the First Triumvirate. 

• Cicero’s relationship with members of the First Triumvirate. 
 
AO2 
Candidates may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through the use of some of the 
following arguments:  

• Attitudes of Cicero 
o Cicero set himself up as a defender of the Republic in his speech against 

Verres. 
o Various letters reference Cicero’s political ideals, seeking the state of concordia 

10 
(AO1) 

 
20 

(AO2) 

Assess using the marking grids for the 
30-mark extended response. 
 
The indicative content is a description of 
possible content only; all legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately.  
 
Learners are expected to make use of 
scholarly views, academic approaches 
and sources to support their argument; 
the approach to crediting this is outlined 
in the Levels of Response Grid.  
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Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 

ordinum. 
o Correspondence shows the dilemmas faced by Cicero to reconcile his views 

with the political situation unfolding around him. 
o Cicero aimed to form bonds of amicitia with other major figures, in particular with 

Pompey. 

• Attitudes of members of the First Triumvirate 
o Caesar and Pompey both attempted to secure what they needed legitimately by 

appealing to the senate but were refused. 
o Both men put their individual needs and wishes above the Republic. 
o First Triumvirate was set up for personal gains and aims. 
o Both men sought to foster relationship with Cicero at different times. 

• Candidates may examine the difficulty of understanding the real attitudes of Cicero 
since it is mainly revealed through his own letters and speeches which were 
concerned with highlighting certain personal characteristics or making particular 
points. 

9* ‘Cato was the real champion of the Optimates, Pompey only used them for his 
own benefit.’ Assess to what extent you agree with this statement. Justify your 
response. 
 
AO1 
Candidates may show knowledge and understanding of: 

• Cato’s relationship with the Optimates throughout his career. 

• How Cato’s actions, including his death, aligned with his championing of the 
Optimates. 

• Pompey’s relationship with the Optimates throughout his career. 

• Pompey and the First Triumvirate. 

• Pompey’s actions in the civil war with Caesar. 

• The composition of the Optimates and their factions. 
 
AO2 
Candidates may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through the use of some of the 
following arguments:  

• Is Cato as real champion of the Optimates? 
o Giving wife Marcia to Hortensius so he could have children. 
o Noble Optimate family, including great-grandfather Cato the Elder. 
o Cato’s Stoicism – in life and in his suicide at Utica in 46 BC. 

10 
(AO1) 

 
20 

(AO2) 

Assess using the marking grids for the 
30-mark extended response. 
 
The indicative content is a description of 
possible content only; all legitimate 
answers and approaches must be 
credited appropriately.  
 
Learners are expected to make use of 
scholarly views, academic approaches 
and sources to support their argument; 
the approach to crediting this is outlined 
in the Levels of Response Grid.  
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Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 

o Opposition to bribery - only candidate not using bribery in elections for military 
tribune; supported prosecution of Murena; proposal of decrees to deal with it. 

o Role in Catilinarian Conspiracy. 
o Opposition to Pompey’s power except in 52 BC and then in civil war. 
o Opposition to Caesar. 
o Opposition to Clodius. 
o Cato as too inflexible and unrealistic in his principles. 
o Ultimately the ‘party’ of Optimates he championed disappeared. 

• Does Pompey only use the Optimates for his own benefit? 
o Pompey’s roles in 60s BC against Mithridates and against the pirates. 
o Situation of needing senate to help on return to Rome. 
o Wished for a triumph for exploits in East. 
o Became part of the First Triumvirate which crushed Optimates’ goals. 
o Appointment of Optimate father-in-law as co-consul in 52 BC. 
o Reluctantly becomes champion of the senate and Optimates in civil war. 
o Pompey left Rome and went to Greece, then Brundisium, failing to lead and co-

ordinate Optimates’ response to Caesar. 

• Candidates may discuss the challenges of knowing the views and motivations of 
ancient Romans from modern perspective.  
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 10-mark stimulus question  
 

Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in this question: AO1 and AO2.The two Assessment Objectives are equally weighted. Examiners 
must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, particularly imbalanced 
responses in terms of the assessment objectives, examiners should carefully consider which level is the best fit for the performance overall. For 
example, you should not be able to achieve a mark of 8 made up of AO1 = 6 and AO2 = 2  
 

When using this grid:  

• Determine the level: start at the highest level and work down until you reach the level that matches the answer  

• Determine the mark within the level: consider whether the response consistently meets the criteria for the level, and/or could be described as 
closer to the level above or the one below  

• Marks for questions must be determined by reference to the assessment grid, NOT by mechanical addition of ticks. 
 

Level Marks Characteristics of Performance 

5 9–10 

AO1: Shows very good knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through a range of well selected, accurate 
and precise material from it  
AO2: Fully and consistently engages with the question, with perceptive, critical analysis and interpretation of the provided 
source/ideas leading to convincing points which are well-supported and developed  

4 7–8 

AO1: Shows good knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through a range of well selected, mostly 
accurate, material from it  
AO2: Engages clearly and directly with the question, with critical analysis and interpretation of the provided source/ideas 
leading to sound points, which are supported and developed  

3 5–6 

AO1: Shows reasonable knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through use of a range of mostly accurate 
material from it  
AO2: Engages with some of the fundamental issues of the question, with analysis and interpretation of the provided 
source/ideas leading to some tenable points, which have some support and development  

2 3–4 

AO1: Shows basic knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through use of some material from it with some 
degree of accuracy  
AO2: Engages with the general topic of the question, with little analysis and interpretation of the provided source/ideas leading 
to weak points, which have occasional support and development  

1 1–2 
AO1: Shows limited knowledge and understanding of the provided source/ideas through little use of accurate material from it  
AO2: Limited and very simplistic attempt to engage with the topic of the question, with very little analysis and interpretation of 
the provided source/ideas leading to points of little relevance  

0 0 No response worthy of credit  
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 20-mark extended response  
Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in this question: AO1 and AO2.The two Assessment Objectives are equally weighted. Examiners 
must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, examiners should 
carefully consider which level is the best fit for the performance overall. Note that candidates can achieve different levels in each assessment 
objective, for example a Level 3 for AO1, and a Level 2 for AO2.  
 
When using this grid:  

• Determine the level: start at level 3 and outwards until you reach the level that matches the answer  

• Determine the mark within the level: consider whether the response consistently meets the criteria for the level, and/or could be described as 
closer to the level above or the one below  

• Marks for questions must be determined by reference to the assessment grid, NOT by mechanical addition of ticks. 
AO1 AO2 

Level Marks Characteristics of Performance Level Marks Characteristics of Performance 

5 9 – 10 • very detailed knowledge and a thorough understanding of 
the material studied 

• use of a range of well selected, accurate and precise 
material from classical sources and/or about classical 
ideas, and appropriate, effective use of their cultural 
context and possible interpretation 

5 9 – 10 • a very good response to the question containing a wide range of relevant points 
leading to convincing conclusions 

• points are very well supported by perceptive critical analysis, interpretation and 
evaluation of classical sources and/or about classical ideas 

The response is logically structured, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent line of 
reasoning 

4 7 – 8 • detailed knowledge and a sound understanding of the 
material studied 

• use of a range of well selected, mostly accurate, material 
from classical sources and/or about classical ideas, and 
appropriate use of their cultural context and possible 
interpretation 

4 7 – 8 • a good response to the question containing a range of relevant points leading to 
appropriate conclusions 

• points are consistently supported by critical analysis, interpretation and evaluation of 
classical sources and/or about classical ideas 

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed and clear line of reasoning 

3 5 – 6  • reasonable knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

• use of a range of mostly accurate material from classical 
sources and/or about classical ideas, and some use of 
their cultural context and possible interpretation 

3 5 – 6 • a reasonable response to the question containing some relevant points leading to 
tenable conclusions 

• points are generally supported by analysis, interpretation and evaluation of classical 
sources and/or about classical ideas 

the response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly relevant and has some structure 

2 3 – 4  • basic knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

• use of a limited range of material from classical sources 
and/or about classical ideas, with some degree of 
accuracy, and limited use of their cultural context and 
possible interpretation  

2 3 – 4 • a basic response to the question containing some points, which may be narrow in 
scope and limited in relevancy, leading to weak conclusions 

• points are occasionally supported by analysis, interpretation and evaluation of 
classical sources and/or about classical ideas 

the response presents a line of reasoning but may lack structure 

1 1 – 2  • limited knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

• use of little accurate material from classical sources 
and/or about classical ideas, and little or no use of their 
cultural context and possible interpretation 

1 1 – 2 • little engagement with the question, any points or conclusions made are of little 
relevance 

• isolated use of classical sources and/or about classical ideas with little analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation 

the information is communicated in an unstructured way 

0 0 • no response worthy of credit 0 0 • no response worthy of credit 
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Guidance on applying the marking grids for the 30-mark extended response 

Two Assessment Objectives are being assessed in this question: AO1 and AO2.The two Assessment Objectives are equally weighted. Examiners 
must use a best fit approach to the marking grid. Where there are both strengths and weaknesses in a particular response, examiners should 
carefully consider which level is the best fit for the performance overall. Note that candidates can achieve different levels in each assessment 
objective, for example a Level 3 for AO1, and a Level 2 for AO2.  
When using this grid:  

• Determine the level: start at level 3 and work outwards until you reach the level that matches the answer  

• Determine the mark within the level: consider whether the response consistently meets the criteria for the level, and/or could be described as 
closer to the level above or the one below  

• Marks for questions must be determined by reference to the assessment grid, NOT by mechanical addition of ticks. 

 
AO1 AO2 

Level Marks Characteristics of Performance Level Marks Characteristics of Performance 

5 9 – 10 • very detailed knowledge and a thorough 
understanding of the material studied 

• use of a range of well selected, accurate and precise 
material from classical sources and/or about 
classical ideas, and appropriate, effective use of their 
cultural context and possible interpretation 

5 17 – 20 • a very good response to the question containing a wide range of relevant points leading to 
convincing conclusions 

• points are very well supported by critical perceptive analysis, interpretation and evaluation of 
classical sources and/or about classical ideas and secondary sources, scholars and/or 
academic works 

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed, sustained and coherent line of reasoning 

4 7 – 8 • detailed knowledge and a sound understanding of 
8the material studied 

• use of a range of well selected, mostly accurate, 
material from classical sources and/or about 
classical ideas, and appropriate use of their cultural 
context and possible interpretation 

4 13 – 16 • a good response to the question containing a range of relevant points leading to appropriate 
conclusions 

• points are consistently supported by critical analysis, interpretation and evaluation of 
classical sources and/or about classical ideas and secondary sources, scholars and/or 
academic works 

the response is logically structured, with a well-developed and clear line of reasoning 

3 5 – 6  • reasonable knowledge and understanding of the 
material studied 

• use of a range of mostly accurate material from 
classical sources and/or about classical ideas, and 
some use of their cultural context and possible 
interpretation 

3 9 – 12 • a reasonable response to the question containing some relevant points leading to tenable 
conclusions 

• points are generally supported by analysis, interpretation and evaluation  of classical 
sources and/or about classical ideas and there is some use of secondary sources scholars 
and/or academic works 

the response presents a line of reasoning which is mostly relevant and has some structure 

2 3 – 4  • basic knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

• use of a limited range of material from classical 
sources and/or about classical ideas, with some 
degree of accuracy, and limited use of their cultural 
context and possible interpretation 

2 5 – 8 • a basic response to the question containing some points, which may be narrow in scope 
and limited in relevancy, leading to weak conclusions 

• points are occasionally supported by  analysis, interpretation and evaluation of classical 
sources and/or about classical ideas and there is little or no use of secondary sources, 
scholars and/or academic works 

the response presents a line of reasoning but may lack structure 

1 1 – 2  • limited knowledge and understanding of the material 
studied 

• use of little accurate material from classical sources 
and/or about classical ideas, and little or no use of 
their cultural context and possible interpretation 

1 1 – 4 • little engagement with the question and any points or conclusions made are of little or no 
relevance 

• isolated use of classical sources and/or about classical ideas with little analysis, 
interpretation and evaluation 

the information is communicated in an unstructured way 

0 0 • no response worthy of credit 0 0 • no response worthy of credit 
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Assessment Objective Grid 

 

Question AO1 AO2 

1 1  

2 1  

3 5 5 

4 1  

5 2  

6 5 5 

7 10 10 

8/9 10 20 

Total 35 40 

 



Need to get in touch? 

If you ever have any questions about OCR qualifications or services (including administration, logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in 
touch with our customer support centre.  

Call us on  

01223 553998 

Alternatively, you can email us on 

support@ocr.org.uk 

For more information visit 

ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder 

ocr.org.uk 

Twitter/ocrexams 

/ocrexams 

/company/ocr 

/ocrexams 
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website so that you have the most up-to-date version. OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in these 
resources. 

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the 
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within the document itself, change the version number and provide a summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy 
between the specification and a resource, please contact us. 

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more 
information using our Expression of Interest form. 
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