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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether 

through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable 

reason.  

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional, there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Unit 3 series overview 

The quality of scripts offered in response to the June 2022 Unit 3 Sports Organisation and Development 

examination paper were of a similar standard to those of January 2022. 

Evidence would suggest that candidates understood what was required of them throughout all four 

learning outcomes and there was little evidence of candidates misinterpreting questions. Although it 

must be noted in relation to Question 3 (b) a significant number of candidates wrote about performance 

and participation level in relation to the Sports Pyramid continuum and not what the question asked. The 

question asked candidates to suggest ways in which levels of performance and levels of participation 

could be used to measure the impact of a sports development initiative aimed at promoting values. 

It is good to see that most candidates are now addressing the command words of discuss or explain in 

the longer response questions, which makes it easier for them to access the higher marks. 

The quality of written communication was mostly sound, although a minority of candidates continue to 

write notes in bullet form which is not recommended, particularly on Question 2 (d), the 8-mark levels 

response question as quality of written communication is assessed in this question. 

At times, a lack of clearly expressed knowledge was an issue, leading to ‘NBD’ (No Benefit of the Doubt) 

being indicated on responses. This was particularly evident with Question 2 (c) on the question related to 

physical inactivity and how levels of participation could be increased. 

At the end of the question paper, there are two blank pages. Centres are asked to remind candidates to 

use this space if they require extra space for their responses, rather than write down the sides of the 

answer booklet, which potentially make the response more difficult to read and therefore mark. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• made sure that they attempted all the 
questions 

• if the question was worth 4 marks, they gave 4 
responses to the question 

• in the extended response (Question 2 (d)) they 
made sure that, they showed good written 
communication. They explained the purposes 
of a sports development plan 

• gave responses that were clearly expressed 
and showed good knowledge. 

• had a lack of detail in their responses 

• when answering the longer response 
questions (e.g., Question 4 (b)) that use 
command words such as ‘describe or explain’ 
candidates often responded by simply 
identifying factors, which made it more difficult 
to access the higher marks 

• gave too few points for the marks available for 
that question and then often repeated points 
in their response rather than being able to 
make separate, distinct points in relation to 
the question set 

• in the extended response (Question 2 (d)) 
They did not explain the purpose of a sports 
development plan. They simply identified the 
characteristics of this plan. 
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Question 1 (a)  

Candidates’ responses were limited in this question and only a few scored maximum marks. The 

candidates’ responses showed a lack of knowledge regarding the correct names of the government 

departments. Many candidates were unable to accurately name the up-to-date departments. For 

example, many candidates wrote Department of Education instead of Department for Education and 

Department for Health instead of Department of Health. Moving forward centres need to make sure that 

candidates are taught the up-to-date detail on the specification on government departments. 
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Question 1 (b)  

This question was well answered with many candidates scoring maximum marks and showed a good 

understanding of Sport England. Although in the second sentence some candidates were unsure about 

the opportunities that it provides. 
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Question 1 (c)  

Candidates, in the main, answered this question well and showed a good understanding of the benefits 

to the UK of funding sport. Most candidates scored at least 2 marks on this question and a significant 

number scored full marks. The question asked specifically about the benefits to the UK, and it was good 

to see that because there were 4 marks available, candidates did attempt to give four responses. Where 

candidates did not score full marks, this was often because they only gave two or three responses. 

 

Question 1 (d) (i)  

This question was well answered. Candidates showed a good understanding of the role of local councils 

in relation to elite level sport in the community. 

 



Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Sport and Physical Activity - Unit 3 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 8 © OCR 2022 

Question 1 (d) (ii)  

This question was well answered. Candidates showed a good understanding of National disability sports 

organisations. 

 

Question 1 (d) (iii) 

This question was well answered. Candidates showed a good understanding of UK Sport in relation to 

the distribution of lottery funding. 
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Question 2 (a)  

This question was synoptically linked to Unit 1 and appeared very straightforward. However, a significant 

number of candidates did not have the correct order of the warm-up and put stretching before doing a 

pulse raising activity which was not appropriate and therefore meant they could not access the marks. 

Those candidates who answered the question well made sure there was a specific emphasis on a low 

intensity pulse raiser before naming specific forms/types of stretching in the correct order. 
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Question 2 (b)  

This question was also synoptically linked to Unit 1 and again appeared straightforward. Those students 

who were able to identify three cardiovascular benefits were able to access the maximum marks for this 

question relatively easily, with lowering the resting heart rate, increase stroke volume and reduce the risk 

of heart attacks/problems being the most common responses. However, many candidates did not score 

maximum marks because they wrote about the general benefits to the body and included in their 

responses reference to the muscular or respiratory benefits not the cardiovascular benefits. 

Synoptic link with Unit 1 

Candidates need to note that within this Unit there will always be a question on this exam paper linked to 
Unit 1 and the Body Systems.  

Centres need to make sure that all candidates are aware of this and make sure their candidates are 
prepared for this. 
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Question 2 (c)  

The responses to this question were very mixed. Those candidates who scored well on the question 

were able to apply their understanding of why some people are inactive and suggest reasons on how 

they could increase participation more and then support this reason with an example. So typically, 

candidates wrote about giving people more opportunities, such as introducing the Couch to 5K initiative 

or introducing free/taster session such as aerobics at the local gym. However, where candidates did not 

score marks, this was because their responses were often vague, and they did not give examples to 

support the reason.  
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Question 2 (d)  

This question assessed candidates understanding of the purpose of a sports development programme. 

Most candidates were able to provide a solid Level 2 response. However only a small percentage of 

students were able to achieve a Level 3 response and provide a detailed balanced response that 

covered all four purposes of this programme. Candidates, in the main, were able to provide some 

information from all of the four areas but this often lacked detail. The best responses structured their 

response so that it included a point, so for example it helps reduce the crime rate and then developed 

this point to show understanding. So, by being actively engaged in this programme, children will not be 

on the streets, they will be doing something they enjoy, and this will mean that they have something 

constructive to do rather than going around in gangs and possibly getting involved with people who are 

involved in crime. Weaker responses were brief, list-like and only considered 1 or 2 of the purposes. 

Going forward centres need to encourage candidates to include more detail in their responses, to 

support the point they have made. Very few candidates did not access marks on this question. 
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Question 3 (a)  

Candidates’ responses were rather limited in this question and very few scored maximum marks. The 

question asks candidates to explain how sport can contribute positively to the economy. In many 

instances the responses were list-like, and they simply identified a factor but had no explanation. So 

typically, candidates gave tourism as a response but unless this was explained then they did not get the 

mark. It is essential that students take note of the command word in the question, which in this case was 

to explain and write accordingly. So, tourism means that more people are visiting this country and then 

they are spending more money which then has a positive effect on the economy. Furthermore, 

candidates when answering this question sometimes only gave two or three responses, the question is 

worth 4 marks and so moving forwards if the question is worth 4 marks, then four responses need to be 

provided. 
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Question 3 (b)  

This question was not well answered, in many of the candidates’ responses it showed that they had 

misinterpreted the question. The question was related to values and in particular the different ways that 

values could be measured in relation to the levels of performance and levels of participation. However, a 

very large percentage of candidates wrote about the level of performance and the level of participation 

on the sports development continuum which was completely irrelevant and did not answer the question. 

As a result, only a minority of students were able to access marks on this question.  
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Question 4 (a)  

Many candidates showed a good understanding of the scale of sporting events and so scored maximum 

marks on this question. The event that candidates found most difficult to put into a category was the 

London Marathon, many considered it a regional event, when in fact it is an international event. 

 

Question 4 (b)  

The majority of candidates managed to score 2 or 3 marks on this question with ‘cost of the event’, 

‘duration of the event’ and considering the need for good facilities and appropriate equipment the most 

common responses. However, only some candidates were able to give enough detail in their description 

to access full marks.  



Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Sport and Physical Activity - Unit 3 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 16 © OCR 2022 

Assessment for learning 

Centres need to make sure that candidates are able to give both breadth and depth to their 
responses in order to access all the marks on this question. Firstly, if the question is worth 6 
marks, candidates need to give six responses. Secondly candidates need to look carefully at 
the command word. So, in the question it asks candidates to describe the key characteristics, 
where candidates simply identify characteristics, they could not access the marks. Candidates 
must read the question carefully and provide the necessary detail in their response. 

 

Question 4 (c) (i)  

The candidates’ responses to this question were mixed. Where there was a clear understanding of how 

you could show if the initiative was successful, candidates were able to access full marks. So, for 

example, typical responses included increased numbers joining clubs, increased uptake of the sport after 

the event or people saying how much they enjoyed the event. However, in contrast other responses 

were often vague and showed limited specification knowledge and simply referred to an increase in 

participation or it made people fitter. 
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Question 4 (c) (ii)  

Candidates had difficulty with this question. Answers were in the main often vague and in quite a few 

instances irrelevant in that the candidates wrote in very general terms about measuring the success of 

sports initiatives, The question needed very specific responses in relation to just the excellence level, for 

example better quality coaches, more medal/trophies won or more people performing at the elite level 

were typical responses that should have been included. 
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Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about OCR 
qualifications or services (including administration, 
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch 
with our customer support centre. 

Call us on 
01223 553998

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit
	 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

	 ocr.org.uk
	 /ocrexams
	 /ocrexams
	 /company/ocr
	 /ocrexams
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this resource. Add comments if you want to.  
Let us know how we can improve this resource or 
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