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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y318/01 series overview

Y318 is one of twenty one units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation option on a named in-
depth topic and two essays. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required
to use contextual knowledge to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth
topics or an aspect of one. The question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the
provenance of the interpretation. In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions
from a choice of three.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to explain the view of each interpretation in relation to the
question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of contextual knowledge. Responses
should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the issue.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period,
explaining similarities and differences between the events they are discussing in order to show an
awareness of continuity and change across the whole period unless instructed otherwise. The
comparisons made may be either between periods within the topic or between regions. The strongest
responses will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally did the following:

generally did the following:

showed a clear understanding of the views of
the two interpretations in relation to the
question

were able to use contextual knowledge to test
the interpretations, linking that knowledge
directly to the interpretation through evaluative
words

were able to consider both the strengths and
limitations of both interpretations using
contextual knowledge

in answering the essay questions, covered the
whole period in a balanced way

adopted a thematic approach

made links and comparisons between aspects
of the topic and

o explained the links and comparisons

o supported their arguments with precise
and relevant examples

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

demonstrated an understanding and familiarity
with the different command verbs e.g. identify,
describe, explain and discuss.

showed a limited understanding of one or both
of the interpretations

did not go beyond a basic explanation of part
of the interpretation

did not link any contextual knowledge directly
to the interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the interpretation

in answering the essay, adopted a
chronological rather than thematic approach

did not make links or comparisons even if
events from different parts of the period were
discussed in the same paragraph

did not cover the whole period

did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.
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Section A

Question 1

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more
convincing as an explanation of the nature of Khrushchev’s government in the period 1956
to 1964. [30]

The interpretation question was, overall, answered well. Most candidates were able to access the higher
levels by clearly linking their own knowledge to the views and opinions mentioned. At the top end,
candidates used precise and accurate own knowledge, explaining that Interpretation A suggests that
Khrushchev’s government was centred round his ‘grand design’ and achieving his overall policy aims
whereas B suggests that the nature of Khrushchev’s government was a more open style of decision
making.

The most successful responses dealt with each interpretation in turn before coming to a measured
conclusion. Responses which attempted a thematic approach often were confused and lacked
evaluation. There was also an increased tendency in this series for some candidates to compare
interpretations in a summary paragraph — often these did not lead to detailed evaluation.

Centres should be aware that credit is given in assessing the relative convincingness of the views that
are present in each interpretation. Responses which proceeded to list impacts that were not present in
each interpretation did not score highly, as they were not explicitly evaluating the view of each historian.
This was often highlighted or prefixed by the phrase ‘fails to mention’. Candidates need to focus on the
actual views presented and testing them against historical knowledge, rather than focusing on evaluating
what is not there.

Centres should also be aware that there is no requirement to mention other historians.

Example 1 was marked in Level 6. It shows excellent knowledge and evaluation.
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Section B

Question 2*

2* ‘Opposition to the Russian government was more effective in the period from 1855 to 1917 than
in the period from 1917 to 1964.” How far do you agree? [25]

This was answered by many candidates. Following the trend of previous series, most candidates
approached the question thematically, discussing the themes of political, peasant and worker opposition.

At the top end, candidates assessed three or four rulers within each paragraph, evaluating the level of
effectiveness in each area. Responses in the top level also contained interim assessments (or end of
paragraph judgements) before writing a developed conclusion.

There were, however, many candidates who approached the question in a less successful way. Many of
these candidates focused on the methods of repression (e.g. censorship, the secret police, and the
army) which did not lend itself to answering the question. Some candidates also focused on the themes
often linked to nature of government questions (ideology, structure and repression) which again did not
enable a full focus on the demands of the question. It is also worth noting that the Provisional
Government also needed to be referred to in the response to access the top levels.

Exemplar 2 was marked in Level 5. It reflects the desired structure for this type of question but could
have included stronger interim judgements. It is also a good example of a response that does not
develop the word ‘similarly’ in enough detail to warrant Level 6.
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Exemplar 2

92

Opesibion S ‘effpehve rpct (auses the (Ladds o

[P ot chcuardf beplficial for theke oppeng, Of £
the o 0!’@’(0 A mcm?uil% removeh Had (eadlr. o/LH“—

wko(e( 0 PeRm_ sPlit iniD_WOTHer 00PT0 N, POLRCUA

and geakent 9pfohon, Wod mOre sl el (RS~ 1F

b the TsurS W to lhudl o Slightly more N Z 2

tleology, (mpored (D o MeYoOMUAC (0 mntury S, ek
e (e 1P TEAENE . WOTier 0gp06 Ko wWay amove

LNt under The TSous as Showon i the (4 0f eudlukion,

Patikicud o prohlion Wud Moe € e tive wndls iy Ziadg,

entelod by o et 9f ALEUnLlr |\ and evbilictiion
St MICholod |\ . Libtly, Peatant ePpIanon wicd 4o

MOt Lo e vnder YUe Tows, reareakad fow thee.

CMUNAPION and s—m’tuﬂ n'S e pvnad. Ocsme haushadnl'y

OuShM frovn_goner éﬂau Heal @ gyotikion fuccexs), iy

LMC@AMM&W [overponCred. by vhe Yo laciOf

Ui vt oF rovily and platanrdvy.
IQMQALU@
CfD\]QN‘ﬁa

Ty puchir 1o L Mt (W ket effeciN'ihy_Of 04050

5 Woter op ro5i66n- Undl, Richelay (), thare weee

MUl OF Woclter oppokrtions. The avtruge abimbor

o _potelis 1997 was JSO. i 1405, 400,000 wovked

ﬂM‘Cdm [aruaary. conibingdt wirh Hae POI€/mEN eyt

\Cdf% rhoid wewr‘, S0 AL i nhrodkuced. fhe Ocholer

Mk 8D, ekbo whvodiuemn g the Qumd- TWi§ shond§

ﬁr?coh\rﬁﬁﬂmﬁh‘ﬁv\wam wWores eucCetipully mnolucod o

change . gt (onhushngly, tpmersker— (A (965, undlsr

»%?oca/m{,e/ 1, Mrert pood WWWOﬂﬂ@m%bn w hire §000

Worers protetted v - Movooy Wores. Besprt 7huis wWad

13 © OCR 2022



A Level History A - Y318/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report

bmlwcbdq gub dOwn , Showing ate of effechvily .
51%% wndlr KWAM, m 1962, mfeuacum
wodter pItest in Nodocherhait Ll ¢o food Prced
b&m rov hi gh. HowWeItr, 20+ people ditel el khnishched
W demm LR o e athon, d/MOd«.Owﬁ‘q
\adk of LHelhdy. Sl iy, undin Lenin, v war!cem
e ppention ﬁmu cvaf abdithocl, o Uhalra kilted 3,000
w@mufc dn 401’61% e~ abOlighod Fucke unidnS anc
Siltnced worlter s yoied by mereddny e 1ol of the
frmy (geneoad P uithonin rr;ﬂmd Witk ferdn ierylenk),
—fowl &MWOM@W%W WOAN'E et thvre . OVEZUL,
OKF@WWV\ Wl MO~ye e iNE FY W orfees under e
Tsass, b WA [ dod 8 form, o il nome. OF b Qmmundy.
v _tho m‘w-e.n.mm%:

toh_pecteny Wﬂoﬁ?ﬂ)v\ Wl o mMort effcchCundes
(g ééw&wu'@wﬁ WMW&%\\ Maesre wah
et pedhand ikt Dus O HY Mw&.fpmtm
the govermnt, Aoxandor (I in 196 ( Cikd- 0
&mamww (tho e, cwtcewwf e i oy Who Hely
Wanked andl o LWWWWY teend - ’ZWS!M?WSH\Q
PeBend OPPOPHIIn vt o the Govenwertw ) opfrhl.
cwn (i, unthsr NIChOUY 1\, PletsUl 0gpoein i
e Forerimenk otturtd relen sty N
recnmsm (¢0b-7  dplef GondMy in (403 - che yeurof (e
recd cocklerul conequenly, N tchclud 1('s YONENMENE
Wk Hvearensd andk Ql@tmﬂm whoduced refnvm{, 1906,
o g 6on Payrrent st Cbliphedland M L{O 7,
HMLM ;Waw e o Ay ey Thartfore,
bﬂﬂaﬁn\m N WS Gerte Rfeavt. Biffering from dn, under

14 © OCR 2022



A Level History A - Y318/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report

Clbon , Maoke (80 0ppeNON . F7. Of feak bk i)

Lialelun $led Pemw;m wulied 2sv of o-nmals m
NUzlion snd then wal the gryamnet dblot
POk 1O WEHer, 0f7eniin wiukn € eftdine o4
S _didn't cespgond [ chunge tha goverument.
Coialanty, dndir JhmaShohing, (4 000 Sppei chi S ed
Prom o Wy (dndd M gukt ond in 0ppOHt 0N,
Howewew phnsshchoy didn't ceforwy, gubwiny La i Ef
CHeUN Ty, averall, tn fedhant g pp ot “fiom ol MO
Cuc@is Gl wrdls iy Tseus .

Y F wied aore CHCAIC. under Mo kundlr if, tho
ILM')ﬂ(e 'S oIl {n &R ( succRAffully sdgduhncufed] &Laxcmdmf
(1, S winey eHeC Ve 0 fpoRYn af taly emoved. e
leador. Abwyer, (v didanl ompertrwow Tardom,
Afumm (a4 @WCCh\m lewt«, arndiy pichaadil,
Ho ﬂzﬂthcu 0 /0 & on pan ﬁOd*ZraA/zO by d. W iy
abdicate ca (9IF, Show iny e qppotitin. conghutily
Uniler Lesin, Hu Woltic, or Pluforrm b priled B i@
Clranges. Ty e LEHA frwnS o p UK el QppHdn-
" m{ Leain buin nich m(mm, Wwexum oy
ﬂi)hh W 8 pPoHnion keny eRechve. wnhus/quq, uadap
huudhchou, (n 4y, Polificd 04PN gl ppeeuwe
o8 o wad Busked frem Do HOWRNER n U/J‘;L he
fnLets pully clofeclhed Mo ot Peurty grousl (o TUdOhn,
Wiy pewer MO Laganovich, ﬂw“xwwu MHBI),
aveal, PoU i cal mi}ncy\nmudcu Mmoo
wnilty Mo TCass ah Wey adhitned Hal ramov al o

W (eagler mmove frequerdly. pegpirt fthrusichan's
pwhn by clid (Zlﬁfccmow cdw&uaL ol TN M (R

15 © OCR 2022



A Level History A - Y318/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report

7 T %4 v . '
w the duléiin gov-ernanent

9 Orelution, a ppenvion’Way oy e oIhdle , mort.
L hve et (£SS - gt thon g (F+~(96 6. 7S &
Showa by Wérier, Peasawt and_gplihicad §PRmYon
being ﬂ/t(}n“ ﬁ@ﬂ lMM\,{"fUI Gu(iﬁ%ﬁd undldyr H {Sosd
cowmum e COmmni 08 the @ ZPOTpkitn WA cble

Magﬁ- oChapyy | euceeed i oy awt. DesiN Aloxondss

| defething (Y ef PYion cund ftharaShhn

2 st Yo U, orn v Whdle, QPfosthion Wb
Mare EHENT o H«LMMW anther 2
LS

Assessment for learning

Successful responses used the word ‘similarly’ and then explained the level of effectiveness
in each period. Responses that were less strong did not develop the comparison — it is not
enough to use the word ‘similarly’ alone without evaluation as to why there was change
between time periods.

Question 3*

3* ‘Living and working conditions of rural people changed more in the period from 1917 to 1964 than
in the period from 1855 to 1917." How far do you agree? [25]

This was answered by many candidates.

At the top end, candidates assessed three or four rulers within each paragraph, evaluating the level of
continuity or change in each area. For this question the stronger responses referred to two rulers that
showed continuity and then two that made great change — using the time periods in the question as a
guide. Finally, responses in the top level contained interim assessments (or end of paragraph
judgements) before writing a developed conclusion. The most successful responses uses the themes of
living conditions, working conditions and access to food/famine.

At the lower end of the mark range candidates approached their response either:
A - chronologically
or

B — were unable to compare rulers within thematic paragraphs.
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Also, many lower mark responses focused on different knowledge groupings. These included working
conditions in towns, political representation, and repression (which was then not clearly linked to the
question). It is also worth noting that the Provisional Government also needed to be referred to in the
answer to access the top levels.

Question 4*

4* Assess the view that the First World War had more impact on the Russian economy than any
other war or revolution in the period from 1855 to 1964. [25]

This was also a popular question. Candidates were able to focus on three thematic paragraphs that were
related to the economy, predominantly agriculture, industry, finance, working conditions or famine.

At the top end, candidates used the First World War at the start of each paragraph before comparing it to
two other wars or revolutions (in each paragraph). Successful responses were able to compare
throughout the paragraph (this had a greater impact than.. because..) and then assess at the end. The
best conclusions assessed the First World War in each theme to reach a sustained judgement.

At the lower end of the mark range, candidates wrote about three wars/revolutions in total, either
chronologically or as factors. Some candidates also neglected the fact that the question was on the
economy and wrote about social factors or political change. There were also many responses that did
not refer to revolutions or simply did not mention the First World War and wrote about the Second World
War instead.

Centres should be aware that this style of question is not designed to assess whether two events were
similar or not; it is about assessing impact. Candidates should be encouraged, therefore, to come to a
sustained judgement about the importance of the war/revolution in the question in relation to others; not
whether it was similar to them. Finally, candidates who did not cover the whole period were not able to
reach the higher levels.

Exemplar 3 was marked in Level 5. It is a good example of a response that needs to assess which of the
wars/revolution had more or less of an impact than the others.
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