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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y224/01 series overview

Y224 is a non-British period study paper focused on ‘Apartheid and Reconciliation: South African

Politics, 1948-1999’. Candidates are expected to answer one of two questions. Each question consists of
two parts: part (a), in which candidates answer the given question by analysing and evaluating two
different factors, and part (b), an essay question.

To achieve marks in the highest level for part (a), candidates need to be able to analyse and evaluate
the given factors using detailed knowledge and understanding of the key features of the period. A
developed and substantiated judgement, which is focused on the question, is also needed.

To achieve marks in the highest level for part (b), candidates need to provide a response that has a
consistent focus on the question throughout, includes a clear and sustained line of reasoning, is based
on analysis and evaluation of detailed knowledge and understanding, and which provides a developed
judgement that is related to the question.

Many candidates were able to achieve marks in the higher levels for both parts (a) and (b). For (a),
knowledge of the careers of Verwoerd and Vorster was good, while for (b), many candidates
demonstrated sound understanding of the factors that contributed to unity. Less developed responses for
(a) were imbalanced, with some candidates knowing less about South African Church leaders, for
example (Question 1). For (b), less successful responses were narrow and therefore less developed,
particularly in relation to Question 1.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally did the following: generally did the following:

¢ demonstrated sound knowledge and e possessed only limited knowledge and
understanding of the period understanding of the period

e provided an effective comparison of the two e provided less developed knowledge and
factors in (a), leading to a substantiated understanding when answering (a)
judgement o treated the factors in (a) unevenly

¢ showed an ability to analyse knowledge in e explained factors in (b) with less detailed
light of the question in (b) and to evaluate the knowledge, rather than analysed them in light
relative significance of factors in relation to of the question
that question e provided only limited judgements or broader

¢ made clear and convincing judgements in views on topic areas in their responses
responses in both sections, based on sound relating to both sections - or omitted
knowledge and understanding of the period. judgements entirely.
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Question 1 (a)

1 (a) Which of the following was more effective in the development of opposition to Apartheid in the
period from 1978 to 19897

(i) International opposition
(ii) South African Church leaders

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Candidates, in general, demonstrated good knowledge of international opposition (i) with many
responses referring to boycotts and legislation against the regime in South Africa, and the measures
taken by the UN. Some were able to discuss in detail the financial implications of this opposition, which
caused such devastation to the South African economy.

Knowledge of the activities of Church leaders was less developed, with many responses limited only to
comments on the work of Desmond Tutu (see Exemplar 1). A few candidates pointed out the vital role
played by church leaders in providing continuity in the leadership of opposition with so many prominent
activists imprisoned.

Where there was unevenness in the treatment of factors, responses did not move beyond Level 4.

Addressing both factors

To reach the highest level, candidates need to address both factors using detailed knowledge.
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In Exemplar 1, both factors are analysed but there is unevenness. Church leaders (ii) is less developed
than (i) international opposition leading to an imbalance in the response. This was a Level 4 response.
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Question 1 (b)*

(b)* How effective was civil disobedience in resisting Apartheid in the period from 1970 to 19767
[20]

Some candidates found it difficult to address this question effectively. While ‘civil disobedience’ in the
period specified was reasonably well known, for example Steve Biko and Soweto uprising, assessing its
effectiveness proved challenging.

Some candidates included knowledge of events from outside the period, such as the Rivonia Trial and
the Sharpeville massacre. If used carefully, this knowledge could be made relevant, for example the
legacy of the Sharpeville massacre, but when it is simply imparted or explained, with little awareness of
the period identified in the question, it was less relevant and focused more on the topic.

Similarly, international opposition was mentioned in some responses as a more effective means of
resisting Apartheid. When it was presented as an outcome of civil disobedience, it held greater relevance
to the question. However when it was discussed as an alternative factor, it was not always effectively
related to the question. Responses therefore tended to be narrow in scope (see Exemplar 2).

To reach the higher levels, candidates need to address a broader range of factors. Factors also need to
be evaluated — in this case, the effectiveness of civil disobedience — to address the question properly.
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Exemplar 2
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This Level 3 response is narrow in scope and therefore only partially addresses the question. A view is
provided in the conclusion rather than a substantiated judgement.
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Question 2 (a)
2 (a) Which of the following had the greater impact on the development of Apartheid up to 19787
(i) Hendrik Verwoerd
(ii) John Vorster

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Question 2 was more popular than Question 1. Candidates demonstrated good knowledge of the factors
in the question. In some cases, this knowledge was very detailed, particularly in relation to the laws
enacted during the premierships of each leader. Candidates who achieved marks in the highest level
included very detailed knowledge of each factor.

The discussion in these responses was shaped by a clear perspective on which leader had the greater
impact. This perspective was reflected in the final, substantiated judgement, which addressed the
guestion effectively.

Question 2 (b)*

(b)* ‘Sport contributed more to unity in South Africa than any other factor in the period from 1989
to 1999." How far do you agree? [20]

Candidates demonstrated a good knowledge of the factors that contributed to unity in the country during
this period, beginning with sport itself. The 1995 Rugby World Cup featured prominently in many
responses, as did Nelson Mandela’s decision to wear the team’s shirt at the final, complete with the
controversial springbok badge. Many candidates recognised the symbolic significance of Mandela’s
decision. Some commented further by noting that while this image presented a sense of unity on the
surface, underneath, the country was still divided.

Most candidates were able to complement discussion of sport with explanation of other factors, such as
the activities of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee, the partnership in governance between
Mandela and de Klerk, the role of Nelson Mandela himself in fostering unity, and the significance of
CODESA 1 and 2. Many candidates had fairly detailed knowledge of these factors and so were able to
explain them convincingly.

Responses that moved into the higher levels analysed each factor and evaluated its contribution to unity
(see Exemplar 3). In addition, these responses included a substantiated judgement.

Reaching a judgement

To move into the higher levels of the mark scheme, candidates need to include a judgement focused on
the key issue in the question.
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Exemplar 3
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In Exemplar 3, candidate provides detailed coverage of the named factor, ‘sport’. There is a clear
attempt at addressing the relative importance of the factor through evaluation, culminating in a clear
judgement linked to the question. It was marked in Level 6.
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