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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y223/01 series overview

Y223 is one of twenty four units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about one hundred years through a short-answer essay and a traditional
essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a traditional
essay and candidates have to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short essay question (a), candidates need to consider the significance or importance
both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having analysed or
explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they
discuss and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally did the following:

generally did the following:

gave equal consideration to the two issues
in the short-answer essay

reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

linked their knowledge of the issues to the
focus of the question

in answering the essay question, discussed
at least two issues in depth

gave supporting detail that was both
accurate and relevant to the question set,
not just the topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

made a series of interim judgements about
the issues discussed in relation to the
question.

considered only one of the issues or
discussed one in a superficial way
produced a judgement that was not
supported and was therefore assertion or a
judgement that did not follow logically from
the response

were unable to use their knowledge to
address the issue in the question.

showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their response with
relevant or accurate material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1 (a)
1 (a) Which of the following made a greater contribution to Détente in the years from 1969 to 19847
(i) SALT talks
(ii) Ostpolitik

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This was the more popular question with most candidates able to write in some detail about both the
SALT talks and Ostpolitik. However a significant number of candidates wrote quite generally about both
factors, ignoring the question of which of the two factors made a greater contribution to Détente. SALT
was generally well-known although some candidates had limited knowledge of specific details which
limited them to a partial evaluation at Level 3. This can be seen in Exemplar 1.

Better responses could discuss what was agreed on ICBMs and defence systems in SALT 1 while SALT
Il was generally seen to have failed due to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Ostpolitik was less well-
known by some candidates with weaker responses attributing it to Gorbachev. Better responses
considered the reversal of the Hallstein Doctrine and the also included details of the Moscow Treaty and
the Basic Treaty. Only the strongest responses noted the failure to resolve the division of Berlin as part
of the question.

Misconception

@ Ostpolitik was sometimes wrongly attributed to Gorbachev and his reforms.
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Exemplar 1
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Question 1 (b)*

(b)* ‘Ideological differences were the main cause of wartime tensions in the Grand Alliance.” How
far do you agree? [20]

This was largely well known by most candidates. A thematic response was noted with candidates able to
note ideological reasons, military factors, tensions between leaders and divisions over the future of
Europe. Those candidates who produced the strongest responses related ideological differences to the
events of the period and didn’t just write about the Russian Revolution and longstanding differences
between capitalism and communism. Discussion centred around Stalin’s expansionist policies pertaining
to Eastern Europe, with particular focus on events in Poland. Other factors were also much in evidence
with military differences over the Second Front usually well-rewarded as well as on events such as the
Katyn massacre. The detonation of the atomic bomb was also seen to be applicable here. Candidates
were well-versed in the differences between Truman and Roosevelt and their relationship with Stalin.
Weaker responses tended to stray beyond 1945 and into discussion of Marshall Aid and events in Berlin.
This was not credited.
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Assessment for learning

@ Candidates should make sure that they reach interim judgements at the end of each factor

and a concluding judgement in order to access Level 5 and Level 6 of the mark scheme.

Question 2 (a)

2 (a) Which of the following contributed most to the ending of the Cold War during the period from
1984 to 19957

(i) Economic and social problems in the USSR and Eastern Europe
(ii) Political developments in the USSR and Eastern Europe

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This was the less popular of the two choices but offered much for fruitful investigation for those who
chose this question. Weaker responses did not differentiate between economic and political differences,
or strayed into earlier periods meaning there was a loss of focus to these answers. Stronger responses
analysed a range of socio-economic factors including industrial and agricultural production and
shortages, health problems and poor living conditions, restrictions to social movement and barriers such
as the Berlin Wall.

In terms of political developments most candidates were able to discuss Gorbachev and perestroika and
glasnost and the impact on the USSR. The cost of military expenditure and the results of the Afghanistan
war and the pressure created by Reagan were also features in these responses. The best responses
also examined political developments in Eastern Europe including Solidarity and the Velvet Revolution.

Exemplar 2 deals with both issues and makes a valid judgement and is a good example of a Level 6
response.
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Exemplar 2
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Question 2 (b)*

(b)* Assess the importance of atomic weapons in the development of the Cold War in the years
from 1946 to 1955. [20]

This was well answered, with candidates able to call on a range of factors that were pertinent to the
development of the Cold War. Atomic weapons included the arms race and the creation of the Soviet
nuclear weapon in 1949 as well as the race to make the hydrogen bomb. MAD was also a key feature in
these answers. Other factors were perhaps more developed. The role of political leaders and the
tensions created after WW2, including Churchill’s ‘iron curtain’ speech were in evidence. Many
responses centred on the post-war developments of NATO, the Warsaw Pact, Comecon and Cominform
etc. Stalin’s expansion into Easter Europe as well as the controversy surrounding Marshall Aid were also
noted. Events in Berlin were also central to these responses with many focusing on the blockade and
airlift as important factors in the development of the Cold War. The best responses weighed up these
factors in order of importance and came to a judgement. Some answers went beyond the dates in the
question, either by looking at military disagreements in World War Two or by examining events
surrounding the building of the Berlin Wall and these were not credited.
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