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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 
our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper Y222/01 series overview 
Y222 is one of twenty four units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 
extended period of History of about one hundred years through a short response essay and a traditional 
essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short response essay and a 
traditional essay and candidates have to answer both parts of one question.  

To do well on the short essay question, candidates need to consider the significance or importance of 
both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having analysed or 
explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or significant. 

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed 
supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they 
discuss and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• gave equal consideration to the two issues 
in the short-answer essay 

• reached a developed and supported 
judgement as to which issue was more 
significant or important 

• linked their knowledge of the issues to the 
focus of the question 

• in answering the essay question, discussed 
at least two issues in depth 

• gave supporting detail that was both 
accurate and relevant to the question set, 
not just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about 
the issues discussed in relation to the 
question. 

• considered only one of the issues or 
discussed one in a superficial way 

• produced a judgement that was not 
supported and was therefore an assertion 
or a judgement that did not follow logically 
from the response 

• were unable to use their knowledge to 
address the issue in the question  

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their response with 
relevant or accurate material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were no more than assertions.  
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Question 1 (a) 

This was the less popular of the two choices on this paper. This question elicited a range of responses 
with a significant number of candidates unsure of one or the other of the two given factors, meaning that 
many responses were partially focused. The best responses were able to demonstrate the importance of 
the Geneva Conference in terms of containing communism by discussing the division of Vietnam at the 
17th parallel and the prevention of a communist takeover. Only the strongest responses acknowledged 
the lack of support from China and the USSR for Ho while weaker responses gave some description of 
the terms of the Geneva Conference. Many candidates explained the terms without discussing their 
relation to the containment of communism in Indochina.  

SEATO was surprisingly less well-known and although many candidates were able to explain its 
purpose, fewer could point to how it did or did not contain communism. Only the strongest responses 
were able to discuss its weaknesses although many were able to show how it began to decline with 
members leaving in the 1970s and its eventual dissolution.  

Exemplar 1 demonstrates a successful discussion of the Geneva Conference and a link to the 
containment of communism. This was a strong Level 5 response.  
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Exemplar 1 



A Level History A - Y222/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 7 © OCR 2022 

Question 1 (b)* 

This was reasonably well answered by many candidates. Most candidates were able to differentiate 
between communism and nationalism with very good responses demonstrating the links between the 
two. Better responses demonstrated the rejection of communist ideas from other countries and 
discussed the Khmer Rouge’s hatred of foreigners and their persecution of non-Khmer Cambodians 
including Chinese and Vietnamese. Few discussed religious policies.  

In examining communism most candidates discussed collectivisation and the evacuation of cities as well 
as the anti-intellectual drives that targeted the intelligentsia. Few candidates were able to discuss the 
abolition of money and wages or the emphasis of revolution as a virtue.  

Exemplar 2 demonstrates the level of knowledge needed for a Level 5 response; while it could be 
improved, it is nevertheless an example of a candidate answering the question and approaching the 
essay in an analytical manner.  
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Exemplar 2 
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Question 2 (a) 

This was the more popular of the two questions. Most candidates were able to discuss both factors, 
although the bombing campaign of 1969-72 was often characterised by generalised information and 
confusion with Rolling Thunder. The strongest responses were able to name some of the campaigns 
such as Linebacker and wrote in detail about the incursions into Laos, etc. However only the strongest 
responses linked this to Nixon’s desire to end the war and the peace conference. Tet was well-known by 
most, although some argued that this was a huge military defeat for the US and the ARVN. Most were 
able to link Tet to dissatisfaction at home and a growing anti-war movement and thus demonstrate links 
to the question.  

Misconception 

Several candidates included Rolling Thunder as part of the bombing campaigns of 1969-72.  

 

Question 2 (b)* 

Many responses were able to call on a range of factors in this essay, ranging from corruption, Diem’s 
leadership, religious policies as well as the incompetence of the army. Weaker responses went beyond 
1963 with discussions of My Lai and Tet, with limited understanding of Diem’s overthrow. Mid-range 
responses tended to focus on other factors, with limited knowledge of Diem’s army, but with good 
understanding of the corruption in government and the repressive nature of the regime. These 
responses preferred to discuss the strengths of Ho’s army and Giap’s role. Strategic Hamlets were well-
known as were the attacks on Buddhists. Only the strongest responses could discuss Diem’s army in 
great detail. Many wrote generally about a lack of motivation and training. Better responses were able to 
note the importance of US military advisors and failures such as at Ap Bac. Very few responses 
discussed the formation of the MACV.  

Exemplar 3 highlights the judgement made in a strong Level 5 response to this question. Candidates 
should be encouraged to draw each argument to a conclusion with an interim judgement as well as 
making an overall judgement on the view given in the question. This is something required of strong 
Level 5 and Level 6 responses.  
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Exemplar 3 
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Assessment for learning 

Candidates should focus on a detailed consideration of the main factor noted in an essay and 
not just focus on alternative factors to go beyond a mid-range response.  

 

Assessment for learning 

Candidates must make sure that they make judgements throughout their essays and in 
particular in the conclusion. This is a requirement of Level 5 and Level 6 essays.  
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