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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 
our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/


A Level History A - Y219/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 4 © OCR 2022 

Paper Y219/01 series overview 
Most of the responses adhered to the correct convention and answered both questions from either 
Question 1 or Question 2. A few candidates selected one or more from both questions. Both questions 
were equally popular. There were some very good responses. However, many responses showed a 
level of supporting knowledge that was generalised. This was particularly evident in some of aspects of 
the (a) questions, such as in 1(a) the domestic policies of Tsar Nicholas II and in 2(a) economic 
problems.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• understood the key issues in the questions 

• knew the key events with reasonable depth of 
knowledge to be able to effectively support 
their arguments. 

• did not focus their responses on the question 
asked 

• had a generalised knowledge rather than 
detailed knowledge 

• did not manage their time effectively to be able 
to fully complete both answers. 

 

Key point – study the question before answering 

Candidates would enhance their performance if the wording of the questions was considered carefully, 
so that they are focused on the specific demands of the question. 
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Question 1 (a) 

The purpose of this question was for candidates to a provide a comparative analysis of these two issues 
in the relation to their importance in causing the 1905 Revolution. Although there were some good 
responses, many demonstrated generalised knowledge.  

In relation to the Russo-Japanese War candidates were not fully aware of some of the events of the war 
in the context of the start of the Revolution. An example of this is the defeat at Tsushima which occurred 
after the start of the 1905 Revolution and, therefore, the defeat would have been better used as an 
argument against the importance of the war as a cause of the 1905 Revolution. The loss of Port Arthur 
would have been more appropriate evidence to support the argument that the Russo-Japanese War was 
important in causing the Revolution.  

Some responses provided generalised knowledge of the economic and social problems in Russia before 
1905 as their explanation of Tsar Nicholas II's domestic policies rather than specific knowledge of 
policies, such as the extension of the Russification policy or his policy of responding to protests with 
repression which caused the army's response to the protest on Bloody Sunday.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1, taken from a Level 5 response, shows the use of some detailed knowledge of the domestic 
policies of Tsar Nicholas II at the same time linking the knowledge to the causes of the 1905 Revolution.  

 

Question 1 (b)* 

The focus of this question was to analyse how important the actions of the Bolsheviks were in relation to 
the reasons for the fall of the Provisional Government in November 1917. Most candidates showed an 
understanding of the demands of the question and were able to analyse the given factor against the 
importance of other factors, particularly citing the failures of The Provisional Government. However, 
some candidates simplified their analysis of the 'actions of the Bolsheviks' by only focusing on the role of 
Lenin and not widening their analysis to Trotsky or Bolsheviks in general. Also, few responses 
considered if there was any importance of the fact that Lenin was in exile in Finland between July and 
October. Some responses referred to the failures of the Provisional Government but made little 
reference to actions and decisions of Kerensky in the events of 1917. The more accomplished answers 
also provided some analysis of the events in November 1917 leading to the Bolsheviks' seizure of 
power.  
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Question 2 (a) 

The focus for this question should be that candidates to provide a comparative analysis of the 
importance of these two issues as causes of the March 1917 Revolution. Most responses dealt more 
effectively with the leadership of Tsar Nicholas II using knowledge of his leadership during the World 
War 1, particularly his role as Commander-in -Chief of the army and the influence of Rasputin. Few 
answers referred to Tsar Nicholas' persistent refusal to form a 'Ministry of National Confidence'.  

However, the issue of economic problems tended to be dealt by providing general descriptions of the 
economic and social problems in Russia. Some responses provided knowledge and analysis of 
government policies before 1914 with some going back to the policies of Witte. The better responses 
focused their knowledge and analysis of the economic effects of the war 1914-1917, as shown in 
Exemplar 2.  
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Exemplar 2 

Exemplar 2, from a Level 5 response, demonstrates providing knowledge and analysis of the economic 
problems. However, the response missed the opportunity to enhance the reference to food shortages by 
linking it to the bread shortages and subsequent strikes and protests in Petrograd in March 1917.  
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Question 2 (b)* 

Most responses to this question demonstrated an understanding of the demands of the question, to 
analyse the part played by propaganda in enabling Stalin to control Russia. Most responses provided 
analysis of propaganda and compared it with other factors. However, there were varying degrees of 
success in this expected approach. There were a significant number of responses that gave generalised 
knowledge of propaganda, and some did not appreciate that knowledge of Stalin's Cult of Personality 
should be used as evidence for propaganda rather than making it a separate factor. This led to some 
responses having limited 'other' factors to analyse. Most responses included the Purges as a means of 
control with some providing accurate and detailed knowledge. However, a significant number of answers 
did not include the elements of control used in the 5 Year Plans, particularly collectivisation and 
elimination of the Kulaks. Very few responses referred to the fact that some aspects of Stalin’s control 
were enhanced by the active and positive support from those in the cities who gained from his economic 
policies.  

There were several responses that were not fully aware of the timeframe of the question [1929-41] and, 
therefore, provided knowledge and analysis of events from the mid-1920s.  
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to consider one of our post-results services. For full information 
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analysis tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and 
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Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about OCR 
qualifications or services (including administration, 
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with our customer support centre. 
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01223 553998
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You can copy and distribute this resource freely if you keep the OCR logo and this small print intact and you acknowledge OCR as the originator of the resource.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A
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