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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 

2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 

Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 

our website. 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper Y203/01 series overview 

This is a Unit Group 2 Non-British study A Level History paper on The Crusades and The Crusader 

States 1095-1192. It targets AO1 of the H505 A Level History course. To do well on this paper, 

candidates need to compare different historical factors and draw conclusions about their relative 

historical importance. They also need to produce a structured, sustained argument which allows them to 

form a judgement in relation to the question. This argument needs to be supported by well-selected and 

specific historical knowledge and context of the period.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

• focused specifically to the wording of the 

question, particularly key terms such as ‘the 

Kingdom of Jerusalem’ 

• viewed events within the wider historical 

context, including linking events in the 

Crusader States to those in Europe 

• made connections between factors such as 

the preaching of Bernard of Clairvaux and the 

role of Pope Eugenius III, rather than 

discussing them in isolation 

• demonstrated detailed, chronologically- secure 

knowledge of the period, for example, they 

paid attention to terms such as ‘in the 12th 

century.’ 

• wrote about the Crusader States generally and 

did not distinguish between them 

• spent time discussing the background of the 

factors in part (a) questions and did not fully 

evaluate them 

• did not reach a clear, substantiated judgement 

in relation to the question.  
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Question 1 (a)  

This question, along with 1(b), was slightly more popular with candidates. Knowledge of both factors was 

generally sound. Candidates who did well demonstrated a clear understanding of how the loss of much 

of Frederick Barabarossa’s army had a direct impact on the Third Crusade. They described, for example, 

how Richard I decided not to try to seize Jerusalem, believing that he did not have sufficient troops to 

hold it. Those who were less successful tended to discuss how much of the army returned home but did 

not explain why this determined the outcome of the Third Crusade.  

For factor (ii), stronger responses focused on how the rivalry between Richard and Philip partly caused 

the latter to return to Europe. They discussed Philip’s plot with Prince John to seize Richard’s French 

lands. They explained how this distracted Richard and prompted him to leave the Outremer earlier than 

he should have. Less successful responses spent a long time discussing the background to this rivalry 

but did not link it specifically with the outcome of the Third Crusade. This meant that the factors were not 

fully evaluated. 
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Exemplar 1 

In Exemplar 1, taken from a Level 6 response, the knowledge of Frederick Barbarossa’s previous military 

career is used to explain the outcome of the Third Crusade. There is further detailed evidence about his 

forces and why they left following his death. This is then linked back to the question and used to show 

why that affected subsequent events in the Third Crusade.  
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Question 1 (b*)  

Along with 1(a), this question was slightly more popular than Question 2. Stronger responses were able 

to specifically tie in the rivalries to the problems caused. For example, they discussed the rivalry that 

resulted from the marriage of Sybilla to Guy of Lusignan and the impact this had at the Battle of Hattin. 

They also linked these to the other factors such as lack of help from the west for the Kingdom of 

Jerusalem.  

Less successful responses did not distinguish between the Kingdom of Jerusalem and other Crusader 

States. For example, they discussed events in Antioch and did not link them with Jerusalem. There was 

a lot of discussion on ‘hawks and doves' in the Kingdom of Jerusalem without fully evaluating this in 

relation to the question.  
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Exemplar 2 

In Exemplar 2, the candidate has focused clearly on internal rivalries in the Kingdom of Jerusalem. 

Evidence is detailed, accurate and specific. A clear connection is made between the rivalries and how 

they created problems for the Kingdom of Jerusalem. They were a distraction which Saladin was able to 

capitalise on. This extract shows all the key elements of a successful Level 6 response to this question.  

Assessment for learning 

Candidates need to understand the differences between the Crusader States and that the term 

‘Outremer’ refers to all four collectively. They should also understand the interaction between 

them and the impact on each.  
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Question 2 (a)  

This question, along with 2(b), was slightly less popular. Knowledge on Urban II was frequently detailed 

but understanding of the appeal of Alexius tended to be more limited. Some responses appeared to 

believe it came immediately following the Battle of Manzikert in 1071, rather than over twenty years later. 

Credit was given to those candidates who connected the two factors, before evaluating which was more 

important.  

Less successful responses did not directly compare them. This meant there was no judgement made.  

 

Question 2 (b)* 

Along with 2(a), this question was slightly less popular. Responses tended to be less successful than 

other questions on the paper. A limited number of candidates really looked at the meaning of ‘would not 

have taken place’ in the question. While many knew about Bernard’s preaching efforts, weaker 

responses tended to describe events such as the response of the crowd of Vézalay, without relating this 

explicitly to the question. The strongest responses compared events in the Holy Land with the political 

needs of Eugenius III and the preaching of Bernard of Clairvaux. They also showed sound knowledge of 

the growing threat of the Muslim forces of Zenghi and Nur ad Din.  
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Exemplar 3 
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In Exemplar 3, the candidate gives specific reasons why Bernard of Clairvaux’s preaching was so 

important. Knowledge is shown of the context of the time and detail is well-selected to support the 

arguments. While some comments about religion are generalised, this Level 6 response addresses the 

idea that the Second Crusade would not have happened without Bernard due to a lack of support, 

particularly from the knightly classes.  
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