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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y112 series overview 

Y112 is one of thirteen units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an 

essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 

source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four 

sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay 

question from a choice of two.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 

apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 

issue in the question.  

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

• considered the provenance of the sources and 

used relevant contextual knowledge 

• clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the 

source being discussed to show whether the 

view of the source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent 

to which the sources supported the view in the 

question 

• in answering the essay question, discussed at 

least two issues in depth 

• gave supporting detail that was both accurate 

and relevant to the question set, not just the 

topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 

issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the 

issues discussed in relation to the question. 

• did not consider both the provenance and use 

contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment 

of the sources, with very little consideration of 

one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their 

knowledge rather than on the strength of the 

sources or did not make a judgement at all 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 

issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with 

relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 

question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 

which were assertions. 
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Section A overview 

The Enquiry section in this unit examines the causes of industrial unrest in the period 1910-1914 and in 

particular whether this was caused by low wages. The question requires candidates to critically assess 

evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section 

with all marks awarded against AO2. 

 

Question 1  

Many candidates were able to analyse the content of the four sources and reach a reasonable 

conclusion regarding those which supported the premise in the title and the sources that didn’t. Most 

candidates displayed a well-developed understanding of technique and so understood the need to use 

both context and provenance, although provenance was sometimes less-well developed. Judgement 

was still an issue though, meaning that many otherwise good responses were capped at the top of Level 

4. Judgements must be made on the provenance of the sources and their overall strength in either 

supporting or challenging the view in the question. Candidates were assessing the strength of evidence 

in relation to whether low wages were the main cause of industrial unrest in the given period. 

Source A was generally used to support the idea that low wages were the main cause of industrial unrest 

in the period 1910-14, although good responses were able to spot that the content could be used to 

support the alternative view that upholding trade union principles was also a cause. Content was well-

ued and many candidates were able to apply contextual knowledge from across the period, for example 

the Tonypandy unrest. Provenance was generally used appropriately with a number of candidates 

pointing out that as a Board of Trade report this would be a generally reliable account used for internal 

government usage.  

Source B was handled well. Most candidates used the source to support the idea that industrial unrest 

was caused by low wages and poverty. Candidates were able to discuss the Liberal reforms mentioned, 

including the pensions and National Insurance and some were also able to discuss wage rates and 

poverty, referencing Booth and Rowntree’s investigations as evidence. Provenance was usually treated 

soundly. Most pointed out Keir Hardie’s position within the Labour movement and evaluated his 

potentially partisan view accordingly.  

Source C was less well-handled. Some candidates missed the socialist aspect of the source while some 

had a limited understanding of socialism and its principles. Contextually there was limited discussion of 

syndicalism or socialist thought although many candidates did develop the idea of the competency of 

government. Unions received some discussion with relevant points being made about the changing 

government policy towards unions in the period after 1901. A few candidates knew H G Wells and 

supported their evaluation with some pertinent points on provenance while most focused on his socialist 

credentials more generally. Some candidates thought socialism was something that opposed support for 

the working classes.  
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Source D was, like Source C, misunderstood by some. Syndicalism was not well-known by the majority 

of candidates although most were able to discuss trade union unrest in the period to some extent. The 

Labour Party was a frequent feature in these answers with a growing movement towards working class 

rights. Only a few trade union leaders were noted. Provenance was seen as being subjective with most 

concentrating on this being a summary of several labour views and there was some merit to this 

approach.  

Overall judgements tended to be lacking in a number of responses. Candidates did not, on the whole, 

summarise the strength of the evidence on both arguments based on the provenance of the sources and 

this is something that will allow them to access the highest levels of the mark-scheme.  

Exemplar 1 demonstrates how one candidate skilfully uses context and provenance to evaluate Source 

B. The qualities shown are indicative of a higher-level response.  

Assessment for learning 

On the source question there must be a judgement on the strength of the sources supporting 

each argument. This judgement should come on the provenance of the sources not knowledge 

of the subject. This is crucial to access Levels 5 and 6.  

 

Misconception 

Socialism was seen as something benefiting the political class and something that opposed the 

working classes in some answers.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Section B overview 

Two essays are set, each from a different Key Topic. Here the candidates are asked to examine the 

reasons for the failure of the General Strike in 1926 or to measure the successes of Labour’s domestic 

policies in the period 1945-51. The questions set require candidates to analyse the causes and 

consequences of major historical issues. 

 

Question 2* 

This was the slightly more popular essay question and in general it was well-handled by the majority of 

candidates. Most were able to construct an argument based on several factors including poor leadership 

within the trade union movement, the preparations of Baldwin’s government, the role of the BBC and 

newspapers, Labour’s reluctance to strike and the attitudes of the general population. Strong responses 

factors against each other and evaluated the relative strengths of these in relation to the question before 

coming to an overall judgement. Interim judgements and an overall judgement were characteristics of a 

Level 6 response. 

Exemplar 2 demonstrates a response which covers factors but largely treats these discretely - a 

‘shopping list’ approach which is indicative of a Level 4/low Level 5 response.  

Exemplar 2 
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Question 3* 

There were many good responses on this particular topic, focusing entirely on domestic matters. They 

were able to discuss a range of factors including the creation of the NHS, housing, education, 

nationalisation and continuing austerity. Most candidates established criteria for success and then 

produced sensible lines of argument comparing these issues.  

Very good responses, as seen in Exemplar 3, used the criteria from the Beveridge Report to make their 

case.  
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Exemplar 3 
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Cambridge Nationals. 
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•	 identify trends across the centre 

•	 facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 
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departments.
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01223 553998
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	 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder
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	 /ocrexams
	 /ocrexams
	 /company/ocr
	 /ocrexams

We really value your feedback
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