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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y110 series overview

Y110 is one of thirteen units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an
essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory
source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four
sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay
question from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally did the following:

generally did the following:

e considered the provenance of the sources and | ¢ did not consider both the provenance and use

used relevant contextual knowledge

clearly linked contextual knowledge to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

in answering the essay question, discussed at
least two issues in depth

gave supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

make a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources
wrote an unbalanced response in their
treatment of the sources, with very little
consideration of one of the sources

reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than on the strength of the
sources or did not make a judgement at all
showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their response with
relevant material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.
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Section A overview

The Enquiry section in this unit examines Peel’s financial and economic policies and in particular
examines the view that they enjoyed widespread support. The question requires candidates to critically
assess evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this
section with all marks awarded against AO2.

Question 1
Peel and the Age of Reform 1832-1853

1  Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that
Peel’s financial and economic policies enjoyed widespread support. [30]

Many candidates were able to analyse the content of the four sources and reach a reasonable
conclusion regarding those which supported the premise in the title and the sources that didn’t. Most
candidates displayed a well-developed understanding of technique and so understood the need to use
both context and provenance, although provenance was sometimes less well developed. Judgement
was still an issue though, meaning that many otherwise good responses were capped at the top of Level
4. Judgements must be made on the provenance of the sources and their overall strength in either
supporting or challenging the view in the question. Candidates were assessing the strength of evidence
in relation to whether Peel’s financial and economic policies enjoyed widespread support.

Source A was generally used to support the view in the question by demonstrating that Peel had support
for introducing an income tax in his 1842 budget. Many were able to discuss the problems that Peel
faced in 1841, notably a growing budget deficit and the desire to reduce duties on raw materials and
foodstuffs. The content of the source was generally well-used, with many pointing out the ‘mastery over
both his friends and his foes’. A few candidates were able to point out that not everyone in the party felt
this way though. Provenance was used soundly by most candidates. Some candidates were able to
draw on good knowledge of Greville’s background to reach a supported evaluation, while others focused
on a sound understanding of his role as a political diarist. A few candidates mistakenly believed he was a
newspaper journalist however and the evaluation was less effective as a result.

Source B was well-handled. Most candidates used the source to challenge the idea that Peel’'s reforms
were popular. Most candidates had good knowledge of the income tax passed in 1842 and used the
details to challenge the points made by Lady Palmerston. Many were also able to discuss the changes to
duties and reduction in the sliding scale of the Corn Laws and demonstrate how these were generally
and were able to discuss how shopkeepers opposed the income tax. In terms of provenance many
candidates called on the partisanship of a source from the wife of an opposing politician while only a few
candidates were able to discuss the fact that most Whigs opposed personal taxation.

Source C was again well-handled by most candidates and used to support the idea that Peel’s financial
and economic policies were popular. They were able to point out Thompson’s praise for the measures
taken for free trade with many discussing the further cuts to indirect taxes in the 1845 budget, including
those to coal and raw cotton. Some were able to discuss Peel's own commercial background too. In
terms of provenance virtually all candidates pointed out that as a veteran free-trader Thompson’s view
could be seen as rather narrow and pointed to the fact that he was addressing an audience in an
industrial city and port in the North where free trade might be more popular.
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Finally Source D was used to support both views in the question. Many candidates picked up on the fact
that the source showed an improvement to financial affairs under Peel and the growth of credit, at least
up to 1844. They also discussed the railway boom, with most able to quote the 3,000 miles of track laid
by 1852. The source was also used to challenge the premise in the question by discussing the
speculation of the period. There was some excellent knowledge demonstrated with candidates using
good details from the Bank Charter Act of 1844 as well as the Companies Act and Railway Act of 1844.
Provenance was less secure on Source D with many candidates using the idea of hindsight as the major
drawback to this particular source. A few pointed out that this was a writer who had good knowledge of
the period while a couple knew Johnston’s background as a journalist with a social outlook.

Overall judgements tended to be lacking in a number of responses. Candidates did not, on the whole,
summarise the strength of the evidence on both arguments based on the provenance of the sources and
this is something that will allow them to access the highest levels of the mark scheme.

Exemplar 1 demonstrates a concluding judgement with some evaluation of the strength of provenance.
This ensured that the response was placed into Level 5.

Exemplar 1
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Assessment for learning

@ On the source question there must be a judgement on the strength of the sources supporting

each argument. This judgement should come on the provenance of the sources not knowledge
of the subject. This is crucial to access Levels 5 and 6.

Misconception

Greville in Source A was a political diarist rather than a newspaper journalist as some
candidates noted.
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Section B overview

Two essays are set, each from a different Key Topic. Here the candidates are asked to examine the
reasons for Pitt staying in power during the 1790s. The questions set require candidates to analyse the
causes and consequences of major historical issues.

Question 2*
British Government in the Age of Revolution 1783-1832

2*  ‘Whig splits, during the period from 1790 to 1794, were the main reason why Pitt the Younger
remained in power in the 1790s.” How far do you agree? [20]

This was a significantly more popular essay and was reasonably well-answered. Most candidates were
able to identify a number of reasons why Pitt was able to remain in power in this period. Most candidates
were able to discuss Whig splits and had good knowledge of Fox and Burke and their views on the
French Revolution. Better candidates were also able to discuss how this led to the Third Party joining
Pitt. For alternative views successful candidates demonstrated impressive knowledge of events of the
1790s and were able to focus on his policies such as ‘Pitt’s terror’ and show how this ensured opposition
was restrained. Other factors were also well-known, with some discussion of the fear of Jacobinism and
loyalism as well as the weakness of the radical movement and Pitt’s support from the King. Less
successful responses focused almost entirely on events of the 1780s without demonstrating how some
of these only bore fruit in the 1790s - for example Pitt’s financial and administrative reforms.

Exemplar 2 demonstrates a response, although not perfect, that concentrates on the period in question
and analyses three factors before reaching a judgement. This placed the response into Level 6.
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Exemplar 2
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Question 3*

3* To what extent was government policy responsible for the unrest during the period from 1815 to
18197 [20]

This was a slightly less-popular essay, although it elicited some excellent responses. Most candidates
were able to discuss government policy fruitfully, with excellent knowledge of the Corn Laws, the Game
Laws and Liverpool’s repressive actions such as the Six Acts. The best responses were also able to
discuss the use of spies and the impact on radical groups. For alternative views most candidates pointed
to the socio-economic issues of the period, with a focus on soldiers returning from war, unemployment,
mechanisation and the role of radicalism and the radical press.
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