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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y101 series overview

Y101 is a British period study and enquiry paper focused on ‘Alfred and the making of England, 871-
1016’. It is comprised of a source-based study and an essay question.

To achieve marks in the highest level for Section A, candidates need to be able to evaluate the four
sources provided, using the provenance of each and detailed knowledge of the relevant historical
context in a balanced way. Candidates engage with the sources in light of the question, providing a
supported analysis of each one. There needs to be focus on the question throughout the answer and a
convincing and relevant judgement offered on the issue in the question.

To achieve marks in the highest level for Section B, candidates need to provide an answer that has a

consistent focus on the question, includes a clear and sustained line of reasoning, based on analysis

and evaluation of detailed knowledge and understanding, and which provides a developed judgement
related to the question.

In general, candidates performed better on Section B than on Section A. Knowledge of provenance, in
relation to Section A’s Question 1 was often limited. Candidates also found it more difficult to provide an
appropriate judgement when answering Question 1, with many responses culminating in a summary of
comments made earlier on in the response. However, many candidates were able to relate the content
of each source, particularly A and D, to the question. For Section B, many candidates were able to
provide quite detailed explanations of key factors. Analysis, however, was often quite limited, and some
candidates found it difficult to express a clear and consistent line of reasoning.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally did the following: generally did the following:

e demonstrated sound knowledge and e possessed only limited knowledge and
understanding of the period understanding of the period

e engaged effectively with the sources, using e explained rather than analysed and evaluated
provenance and knowledge of the historical the sources

context to analyse and evaluate each one « did not properly engage with the provenance

e demonstrated an ability to analyse knowledge of the sources
in light of the question in Section B and to
evaluate the relative significance of factors in
relation to that question

¢ explained factors in Section B, with less
detailed knowledge rather than analysed them

e provided only limited judgements or broader
views on topic areas or omitted judgements
entirely.

¢ made clear and convincing judgements in
answers in both sections, based on sound
knowledge and understanding of the period.
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Section A overview

In this section, candidates needed to engage with the four sources provided in order to assess the extent
to which each one supported the view that King Alfred faced serious problems in the governance of
England. It is important candidates evaluate the sources using provenance and knowledge of historical
context. The level and mark awarded is ultimately determined by the quality of these comments. Where
provenance is less developed, it is more difficult for answers to be placed into the higher levels.

Question 1
Alfred the Great

1 Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that
King Alfred faced serious problems in the governance of England. [30]

Candidates were, in general, able to demonstrate good understanding of the content of each of the four
sources. Knowledge of the practice of governance, for example, including the significance of ealdormen
and reeves (Source A) was well known, as was the importance of the king’s law code (Source B), with
many candidates referring to the influences on it, such as Mosaic Law. Candidates were also aware of
the evolving judicial system (Source C) and its importance to the king’'s notion of Christian society. Some
even commented on the place of bishops within the king’s conception of society (Source D), noting
Alfred’s keen interest in the spiritual sustenance of his people, as reflected in his translation of Gregory
the Great’s Cura (or Regula) Pastoralis. Knowledge of the historical context, therefore, was often quite
effective.

Candidates did less well when attempting to handle provenance. Comments on provenance were often
less developed (see Exemplar 1). Asser (Source A), as an author, was well known. Many candidates
argued in favour of the reliability of Asser’s view here, since he usually wrote in praise of the king.
Comments on the provenance of B were more limited, with many candidates noting that its view was
valid simply because the king was the likely author. Others were able to link discussion of the influences
on his law code to its provenance, which was usually more effective. The provenance of C and D, both
written by later authors, was handled less effectively. Candidates, in general, knew comparatively little
about the authors or the works from which they were taken. Less is known about Simeon of Durham
(Source D), but more might have been said about the post-Conquest context of Durham in which the
work was written. In relation to Florence’s chronicle, its links to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle might have
been discussed. In a few responses, candidates were able to make a general point about both sources
related to the sentimental view of Alfred and the Anglo-Saxon past in post-Conquest chronicles.

Not all candidates included a judgement related to the key issue in the question in their answers. Some
provided summaries that reflected comments made earlier on in their answers as they discussed the
content of each source. Others provided a more general view related to the broader topic area without
referring to the sources.
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Exemplar 1
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In Exemplar 1, provenance is less developed. For example, the authors of C and D are simply referred to
as ‘church officials’. It is also noted that both were written 200+ years’ after Alfred’s reign; there is no
real attempt at contextualising each source. There is a less developed judgement in the final paragraph

and the response was marked in Level 4.

Using provenance

Candidates need to offer detailed comments on the provenance, placing the sources in context, in order
to reach the higher levels of the mark scheme.

Reaching a judgement

Candidates need to include a judgement focused on the key issue in the question. This key issue is not
the broader topic area of the question but the extent to which the sources provided support to the notion

in the question.
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Section B overview

In Section B, candidates need to provide a focused response to one of the two questions, providing a
clear and consistent line of reasoning based on analysis and evaluation of relevant knowledge and
understanding, which reaches a convincing judgement. Many candidates provided fairly detailed
explanation of key factors but found it more difficult to provide a clear and consistent line of reasoning.
Some answers also lacked a convincing judgement that was related to the question.

Question 2*
The Making of England 899-1016

2* How seriously was the power of Edward the Elder challenged by his enemies? [20]

This question was significantly more popular than Question 3. In general, candidates knew the topic area
well. The challenge presented by Athelwold, for example, was usually presented first, as the most
serious one faced by Edward, but some candidates confused their relationship. Many candidates argued
that although Zthelwold, at times, presented a serious challenge to Edward, it was ultimately much less
significant overall, since he was eventually killed in battle.

Other challenges candidates commented on included the potential threat from the Welsh and Scots,
which was usually deemed to be less serious, the Vikings, both militarily and culturally, which Edward
was ultimately able to withstand, and the potential threat from Mercia.

In explaining the way Edward dealt with these threats, notably the Vikings, candidates referred to the
construction of burhs and the successful organisation of defence. Knowledge of these factors was often
quite detailed but some candidates found it more difficult to make effective use of this knowledge in order
to address the question directly (see Exemplar 2).

Candidates needed to analyse the knowledge included in light of the question and evaluate the relative
seriousness of each factor in order to address the question properly. Candidates that did this found it
easier to form a convincing judgement at the end of the essay.
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Exemplar 2
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In Exemplar 2, a Level 4 response, the candidate has explained two important factors without much
analysis. Direct links to the question are therefore less effective.
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Question 3*

3* ‘The cultural revival under Aethelred was the main achievement of his reign.” How far do you
agree? [20]

Fewer candidates answered this question. Those that did argued that the cultural revival or Athelred’s
promotion of law codes was his main achievement. Candidates would often focus on the work of
Archbishop Wulfstan as evidence of the cultural revival; few responses included discussion of the work
of the monastic reformers, an omission which suggested that candidates distinguished religious affairs
from culture, a distinction that would not have been recognised at the time.

Other ‘achievements’ included, as noted above, law codes, which were used by Athelred’s successors,
the strong coinage of Anglo-Saxon England, and the kingdom’s administration. The latter two factors
represented achievements that were, in general, not attributed to Athelred; they were the work of his
predecessors. As in Question 2, candidates could recount this knowledge but found it more difficult to
shape into a line of reasoning (see Exemplar 3). As noted, more effective analysis and evaluation is
needed in order to do this, in which the factors are linked to the question more directly. Judgements
tended to be stronger in responses to this question than in those for Question 2, with many arguing in
favour of the statement in the question.
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Exemplar 3
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In this extract, there is less developed explanation of several factors leading to a basic view, in the final
paragraph, which relates to the question.
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