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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 
our website. 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper 1 series overview 
This paper provided a broad range of topics, offering the candidates plenty of opportunity to display their 
knowledge. There was a wide range in terms of standards; some candidates clearly knew the law and 
had an understanding of the assessment criteria, others demonstrated little understanding of either. 
Some candidates knew the law and were able to recall a vast amount of information, but at times did not 
understand the assessment objectives linked to particular questions. This meant that a lot of accurate 
knowledge was on display without being able to achieve any credit. It is essential for centres to make 
sure that candidates are well prepared for the requirements of the different questions and have as much 
understanding of the assessment objectives as they do the law.  

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• understood the command words 
• were able to demonstrate their understanding 

of the relevant law 
• were able to apply the relevant law to given 

scenarios.  

• did not understand the requirements of the 
assessment objectives 

• included irrelevant information in the response 
• did not read the questions carefully.  

 

General Points 

Candidates are often taking a ‘scatter-gun’ approach to answering questions and include everything they 
know on one topic area. Valuable time is spent explaining and/or applying accurate but irrelevant law. 
For example, in Question 2 candidates were asked to ‘Describe the qualifications and selection of lay 
magistrates’. Candidates needed to tailor their response to the two issues in the question ‘qualifications’ 
and ‘selection’ rather than also including all the disqualifications and appointment process.  

Despite the increase in word processed responses, handwriting continues to pose problems. This may 
disadvantage candidates unnecessarily.  
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Section A overview 
Section A assesses the legal system part of the paper. All four questions are compulsory. There are 
three AO1 type questions and one AO3 question. The questions can come from any part of the 
specification. Many candidates were unprepared for questions on Legal Executives and the jurisdiction 
of the High Court. This led to some candidates moving away from the expected responses and 
effectively changing the question to one they wanted to see and had revised for. Responses to  
Question 4 demonstrated the ability of candidates to set out a range of well-developed discussion points 
connected to advantages and disadvantages of using the civil courts to solve a dispute. There were far 
more detailed discussion points addressed this series than has been seen previously. 

 

Question 1 

This question asked candidates to address the role of one of the three types of legal personnel covered 
by the specification namely, Legal Executives. Candidates were reasonably informed as to the types of 
roles a Legal Executive undertakes. The most common responses involved a basic description of how 
Legal Executives provide advice, assisted solicitors, prepared documents and could carry out some 
advocacy. Level 4 responses were able to identify the rights of audience and the certificates of advocacy 
a Legal Executive is required to undertake to gain the rights as illustrated by Exemplar 1.  

Misconception 

Common mistakes included identifying Legal Executives as administrators, solicitors, barristers, 
parliamentary ministers, government officials or senior court officials. Legal Executives are legal 
personnel in their own right. They are one of three types of legal personnel set out in the 
specification (page 7).  

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/587303-specification-accredited-as-level-gce-law-h018.pdf
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Exemplar 1 

 

Question 2 

This question produced a wide range of responses. Candidates who correctly read the question and 
understood it were able to achieve high marks by keeping the focus on qualification and selection and 
providing accurate detail on the qualifications and selection process. Some candidates were side-tracked 
into giving detailed descriptions of disqualifying factors, appointments and/or role of magistrates. When 
preparing for the exam, candidates should use the specification and the guidance provided. 

Misconception 

There is no additional credit for setting out all elements of one topic. Candidates should read 
questions carefully and only address what is required. 
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Question 3 

A straightforward question but generally responses were weak. A wide range of points that could have 
been identified, however, a large number of candidates appeared not to understand the word 
‘jurisdiction’ and therefore produced responses that did not focus on the question. Many responses 
inaccurately addressed criminal matters. It was clear from the responses that candidates had studied the 
topic and if they had understood the difference between jurisdiction and composition it would have made 
a significant impact on the marks that were achieved. 

 

Question 4 

This question produced some of the strongest responses in Section A. By focusing on the command 
words, advantages and disadvantages, candidates demonstrated an ability to evaluate a wide range of 
issues. The broad scope of the topic provided a great variety of ways that full marks could be achieved 
and many candidates were at least able to reach Level 3. In the weaker responses candidates did not 
provide a well-developed point in their response.  

Assessment for learning 

Structuring discussion points is a key skill for candidates. Candidates need to move away from 
simply making bold statements of fact. Ideally, a well-developed discussion point will start with a 
statement identifying the advantage or disadvantage. This should then be developed by, for 
example, explaining what the result of that advantage or disadvantage is. A case or factual 
example might be used here. To complete the well-developed point, the candidate should either 
extend the discussion further or give a counter-argument.  

 

Section A evaluation questions 

There is no requirement for an introduction or conclusion in a Section A evaluation type question. 
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Section B overview 
Section B assess the criminal law aspect of the paper. As with Section A, all four questions are 
compulsory. Questions 6 and 7 are often answered in vast amounts of detail – both AO1 and AO2. It is 
worth remembering that examiners are only able to award AO2 credit. Question 8 will always ask the 
candidates to discuss an issue connected to non-fatal offences against the person.  

Questions 6 and 7 

For Questions 6 and 7 candidates are not required to set out all the AO1, including case facts, in 
relation to the relevant non-fatal offences against the person. 

 

Question 5 

A vast number of candidates were able to link intention to mens rea, differentiate between direct and 
oblique intent and define them, and link to Mohan and Woollin. This was enough to reach Level 3 marks. 
The stronger responses then described the detail and key terms and reached top level comfortably. 
Some candidates provided unnecessary information about negligence and recklessness which received 
no credit. Many candidates did not read the question correctly and as a result responses did not contain 
creditworthy content.  

Assessment for learning 

Question 5 requires candidates to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal rules 
and principles. Candidates are not required to set out detailed facts of the relevant case. 
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Question 6 

A range of responses were produced. Candidates understood non-fatal offences but struggled to 
understand the requirements of the question. This question is assessing application (AO2) but many 
candidates produced a considerable amount of accurate material describing the law. Candidates are 
required to apply legal rules and principles to the given scenarios. There is no AO1 credit available. The 
scenario included two issues, one involving the assault and the other for the PTSD. Many candidates 
concentrated on one of the two non-fatal offences included in the scenario. The most successful 
responses dealt with both issues, first demonstrating how assault had been committed, then moving on 
to the second issue and concluding that the PTSD could be either s47 or s20 as illustrated by Exemplar 
2. When candidates approached the question in this way they regularly achieved full marks.  

Assessment for learning 

In Question 6 and 7 there will be two possible non-fatal offences. Candidates should not blend 
the two issues, rather address them individually.   

Exemplar 2 
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Question 7 

Many of the issues referred to above for Question 6 are relevant to Question 7. This question is 
assessing application (AO2) but many candidates spent unnecessary time demonstrating extensive AO1 
knowledge and understanding of the relevant offences against the person. In this question the 
candidates should have been discussing battery and s47. Several candidates only referred to the 
battery. This is illustrated by Exemplar 3 where the candidate states there are two situations in the 
scenario but only addresses one, the ‘holding the neck quite firmly’. There is no mention of the ‘cutting 
the ponytail’. When both offences were addressed separately candidates achieved some high scores. In 
relation to ‘cutting the ponytail’ s47 was the correct offence, a small number of candidates incorrectly 
identified s20 or s18. Some of the weaker responses were also referring to the battery as assault and 
these responses struggled to get beyond Level 1. It is worth noting that candidates need to apply both 
the actus reus and mens rea. 

Misconception 

Candidates should not assume that there will be four different non-fatal offences in Questions 
6 and 7. Crimes can be repeated but with a different emphasis. 

Exemplar 3 
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Question 8 

This question was often very well done. The focus of the question was s20 and the best responses 
referred to the issue of reform of that offence being ‘morally acceptable’ and maintained focus on the 
offence. There was a wide range of discussion points that could be used to answer this question, 
increasing the opportunity for full marks when the candidates knew the law. Credit could be given when 
candidates compared s20 to other sections as part of the discussion but discussion of assault and 
battery linked to s47 was not part of this question and gained no credit. There were some less successful 
responses also, when candidates did not understand the law and provided a general discussion about 
reform, the age of the Act and the change to society without linking any of it to the question being asked. 

Assessment for learning 

In Question 8 candidates should be prepared to address specific parts of the Offences Against 
the Person Act 1861. The discussion direction will also be dictated by one or more of the 
common framework elements. The framework can be found on page 9 of the specification.  
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