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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y136/01 series overview

Y136 is one of a number of British Period Study and Enquiry units. Each unit has two elements: a period
study and an enquiry. The enquiry element either precedes or continues the period study so as to
provide increased coherence and coverage of the chosen period of British History. The Period study
element of the component group is assessed by essays, with two set from different key topics and
candidates are required to answer one. In the Enquiry element candidates are required to critically use
three sources. The first question requires candidates to consider the utility of one source in relation to an
issue and the second question requires candidates to use all three sources in their historical context to
assess the validity of a view. In both questions, candidates are required to explain the source or sources
in relation to the question and apply both contextual knowledge and consider the provenance of the
sources in order to reach a judgement based on the sources on the issue in the question.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally did the following: generally did the following:

e used both contextual knowledge and ¢ did not use contextual knowledge and/or
provenance to evaluate the sources used in provenance in Questions 1 and 2
Questions 1 and 2 ¢ described the sources in Questions 1 and 2

e came to an overall judgement on the strength | ¢ wrote descriptive essay questions which were
of the sources in relation to the question in topic based rather than focused on the issue
Question 2 in the question

e compared or weighed up the importance of ¢ did not grasp the requirements of the essay
factors in the essay questions guestions on the paper.

e made a supported judgement in line with the
arguments made in the essay questions.

4 © OCR 2022



AS Level History A - Y136/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report

Section A overview

The question requires candidates to consider the utility of a source in relation to a specific issue.

Question 1

1 How useful is Source C as evidence for the ability of Mary Tudor as a ruler? [10]

Many candidates were able to explain the source in relation to Mary’s ability as a ruler, considering
issues such as her courage, grandeur and dignity in order to argue that she was able. However, some
also noted that her ability might be questioned and made reference to issues of her gender and her use
of ministers. In considering the latter some explained that it was a weakness as there were divisions.
Contextual knowledge was used to support both sides of the argument with many referencing her
courage during Wyatt’s rebellion and her refusal to leave London despite advice and her ability to rally
Londoners. In discussing weaknesses, responses considered the issue of faction within the Council,
particularly the division between Paget and Gardiner and also mentioned her reliance on the advice of
Renard. Discussion of provenance was done much less well as Exemplar 1 shows, with comments often
not progressing beyond the stock that he was an ambassador and therefore it was his job to report
accurately or that he was a foreigner and would therefore not understand the intricacies of court life.
Stronger responses did note that it was written towards the end of Mary’s reign. Candidates sometimes
did not reach a judgement as to the overall utility of the source in light of their evaluation.

Misconception

Question 1 will not always require Candidates to use Source A; candidates must read the
guestion carefully.
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Question 2

2 Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that
Mary Tudor’s government was weak. [20]

Most responses did consider the three sources but there were some that did not use Source C, perhaps
believing that because it was discussed in Question 1 so it was not necessary to discuss it in this
question.

Candidates did not struggle to access the sources and while Source B was clearly in support of the view
that the government was weak, many were able to use A and B to support both sides of the argument. In
discussing Source A many suggested that Mary’s response to Wyatt’s rebellion showed the strength of
the government and pointed to the numbers she raised to counter it and went on to argue that this was
similar to her reaction to events of 1553, while others suggested that the fact there was a rebellion and
royal troops deserted to Wyatt showed weakness, some also arguing that it failed only because it was in
winter. Provenance was not handled well with many thinking this was the same Wriothesley who was in
Somerset’s government; many simply suggested that as a Chronicler he would be reliable.

In discussing B candidates were stronger on the provenance and often commented that as a trusted
advisor, Renard would have a clear understanding of issues and that you might expect him to be pro-
Mary in writing to the Imperial ambassador because of the restoration of Catholicism and the marriage of
Charles’ son to Mary and therefore because it offered a negative view it was more reliable. The strongest
responses commented on Renard’s attitude to Mary’s religious policies, using their contextual knowledge
to explain his view. There was also reference to the issue of monasteries and the struggles over that and
the Exiles Bill in parliament to show weakness.

In discussing Source C some did use information used in Question 1, but others considered the size of
her privy council and reforms to it. Exemplar 2 provides a good example of a response where contextual
knowledge was used and there was some provenance. In order to reach the top level it is vital that
responses reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the question. Do the sources, in light of
evaluation support or challenge the view?

Centres should focus on making sure candidates use both contextual knowledge and
provenance to evaluate each source and that their judgement is about the sources and their
view about the issue, in light of their validity and not simply about the issue
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Exemplar 2
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Section B overview

In answering essay questions candidates should consider a range of issues or factors and reach a
supported judgement in order to reach the highest levels.

Question 3

3* How effectively did Henry VII manage the nobility? [20]

The question required candidates to focus on the issue of the nobility. Weaker responses saw it as an
opportunity to consider a range of other issues or simply focus on rebellions, which were often not noble
driven. Stronger responses explained the problem of the nobility, most notably as over-mighty subjects
and considered how effective Henry was at managing them. This provided an opportunity to consider a
range of methods, often referenced as ‘carrot and stick’. Many considered methods such as the Order of
the Garter, Bonds and recognisances, Acts of Attainder, the Act of Resumption and restrictions on
private armies. However, the key to a more successful response was to analyse the effectiveness of
these methods. There were few who realised that Attainders caused serious problems towards the end
of Henry’s reign, with some historians believing that the country was on the verge of civil war. In
discussing unrest the early Yorkist rebellions were discussed, some arguing he was effective as they
were crushed while others suggested that the very challenge suggested he was not effective.
Discussions of Simnel and Warbeck were effective only if they were linked to the issue of nobility.

Exemplar 3 provides a Level 4 response where the candidate is aware of a good range of methods and
there is some discussion of effectiveness, but it lacks specific examples of nobles to take it higher in the
level and does not reach a supported judgement as to how effective.
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Exemplar 3
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Question 4

4* ‘Foreign policy in the years from 1509 to 1529 was largely unsuccessful.” How far do you agree?

[20]

This was the less popular question and candidate knowledge was often very patchy or inaccurate with
very few being able to cover the whole period. It was particularly surprising that the issue of the King’'s
Great Matter in relation to foreign affairs was given little attention. Responses were usually much
stronger on the earlier period, particularly regarding wars against France and Scotland. Many adopted a
country by country approach, while others looked at Henry’s aims and tried to assess whether they were
achieved. However, knowledge was often thin or in a number of instances inaccurate with candidates
getting into a tangle over the chronology and undermining their arguments, particularly when discussing
events in the 1520s.
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