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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 
our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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R051 series overview 
After the significant disruption to teaching and learning during the last two years it was pleasing to see 
such a large cohort being entered for this series of R051, and while there were inevitably some 
candidates who struggled with the paper, there were at the other extreme candidates who performed 
extremely well and gained high marks.  

This qualification, and particularly Sport Studies, has grown exponentially over the last few years, with 
centres becoming increasingly more adept and confident in their preparation of candidates for external 
assessment.  

Moving forwards, it is important that the changes in the new specification, which commences in 
September 2022, are implemented rigorously. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• fully read both the header and the question 

• focused on the specific detail embedded 
within the questions 

• gave question specific responses rather than 
generic phrases.  

• offered generic words or phrases, e.g. role 
models, access, lack of transport when 
questions demanded a more focused answer 

• did not offer a balanced response to the 
extended question 

• included only limited developments and 
examples in the extended question. 
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Question 1  

The use of a table was a different way of testing candidate knowledge of national governing bodies and 
as such offered prompts to candidates in relation to the three areas of: promotion, development and 
infrastructure. However, while many candidates gained 2 or more marks, a number were still clearly 
unsure of the three elements that a national governing body might use to manage their sport. 

 

Question 2 (a)  

Many candidates gained both marks available, covering a variety of points on the mark scheme. 
However, this was one of several questions where some candidates offered generic statements, such as 
‘lack of time’ as one of their responses. Candidates should be aware that statements containing ‘lack of’ 
should be qualified in relation to the subject content in the question.  
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Question 2 (b)  

Not well answered by many candidates, with almost all failing to relate their responses to how England 
Netball is able to fund initiatives for over 50s. Numerous responses focused on the availability of 
concessionary sessions or transport, rather than how the governing body itself generates income to fund 
its initiatives. However, those who focused on the correct element in the question were easily able to 
access the 3 marks available. 

 

Question 3 (a)  

A number of candidates identified a lack of disposable income, together with, insufficient time due to 
looking for work as reasons why Ben might not take part in regular sport. However, there were a 
significant number of candidates who did not accurately apply the focus of the question in their 
responses and simply cited generic barriers such as ‘lack of time’, ‘lack of money’, ‘lack of transport’ and 
‘lack of awareness’ as reasons for Ben’s lack of participation in sport. 

Centres are advised to encourage candidates to avoid simply regurgitating such phrases without 
incorporating the focus of the scenario. So, the’ lack of’ comments above should read, ‘a lack of time as 
Ben is looking for work’, ‘a lack of disposable income’, ‘not being able to afford transport’ and ‘a lack of 
awareness of the sports available’  
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Question 3 (b)  

It is important that realistic solutions to barriers are offered, with ‘buy a car’, ‘get a job’, ‘get parents to 
pay’ being inappropriate solutions. In the same way that sufficient detail is provided in barriers questions, 
questions relating to solutions should also fulfil the parameters presented in the question. For example, 
‘provide free or subsidised sport sessions’ is creditworthy, while ‘offer discounts’ offers no detail as to 
what is being discounted. 

 

Question 4  

Emerging sports are already in existence and are already visible in the public domain. There are many 
CrossFit clubs in the UK, with some evidence of media coverage. However, the question is asking 
candidates to suggest how this participation can be increased, a factor that was not always addressed in 
candidate responses. So, ‘media coverage’ requires ‘increased media coverage’. ‘Advertise clubs’ 
requires ‘increased advertising or promotion’ A number of candidates referred to role models as a factor 
to increase participation but simply wrote the term ‘role models’. Such a statement is too vague and 
candidates should describe how role models might be used to help increase participation in CrossFit. 
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Question 5  

In any question requiring candidates to identify factors, the factor must be listed exactly as in the 
specification. For example, ‘media’ on its own is too vague, whereas the phrase, ‘media coverage’ is 
creditworthy. 

The description element of the question should illustrate how the factor impacts the popularity of 
women’s football in terms of participation, spectatorship, and increased popularity and not simply 
describe the factor. 
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Question 6  

While (a) and (c) were generally well answered, there were nevertheless many candidates who offered 
the description of fair play as ‘playing fairly’, which is a repetition of the question. The answer to (b) is 
team spirit (as in the exemplar below), not teamwork, as was used by a significant number of candidates. 
(d) required candidates to relate their response to the local sports community, not simply the local 
community. 
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Exemplar 1 

 

Question 7 (a) 

Generally well answered, with the main error for candidates who lost a mark being the identification of 
clapping and cheering their own child as one of their answers. 
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Question 7 (b)  

A number of candidates did not focus on the sport of rugby thereby losing marks by suggesting that the 
ball should be kicked out of play following an injury, a football rather than rugby example. ‘Shaking hands 
after a game’ lost a mark, where the mark scheme requires the identification of opponents to gain this 
mark. A further error for candidates was the suggestion that following a tackle (again football related) the 
player should help their opponent up… not exactly an example of sportsmanship when you have just 
fouled them! 

 

Question 8  

This was not well answered, with a significant number of candidates unable to offer a correct response to 
this question. 
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Question 9  

 

Question 10  

This question clearly illustrated those who could differentiate between the definitions of ‘One-off’, 
Regular and Recurring and those who could not. 
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Question 11 (a)  

As referred to previously, it is important that candidates identify the focus of a question, which in this 
instance was disabled people and direct their response more specifically. Generic statements such as 
‘lack of provision/awareness/access/facilities’ are not specific and do not directly identify the barriers that 
a disabled person might face when attempting to participate in tennis. 

See the exemplar below for a maximum scoring specific response.  

Exemplar 2 
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Question 11 (b)  

In the same way that the barriers question, 11 (a), required a specific focus on disabled people, this 
question on solutions required a similar approach, with the emphasis being that adapted or specialised 
facilities/equipment/transport/role models could be offered to allow more disabled people to take part in 
tennis. Responses which simply stated to provide transport, equipment or classes were too vague and 
gained no marks. 

 

Question 12 (a)  

Overall a well answered question, with many candidates gaining the maximum 3 marks available. One 
notable error for those who lost marks was the use of clipped responses such as ‘tourism’, ‘transport’ or 
‘more money’, without the necessary detail required for a describe question. 
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Question 12 (b)  

Candidates are clearly quite comfortable with the concept of hosting a major sporting event, with a 
significant number gaining the 3 marks on offer. However, marks were lost by some candidates who did 
not focus on the emboldened word after, in relation to the major sporting event, citing problems with 
litter, crowds, terrorism and traffic, which are not relevant to drawbacks after an event but are likely to be 
experienced during an event. 

 

Question 13  
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Question 14  

Most candidates were able to identify three recognised testing methods from nail/hair/blood/urine offered 
on the mark scheme. 

 

Question 15*  

There was a complete range of responses to this question, with some very good discussions of why 
performers might choose to use performance enhancing drugs while others don’t, incorporating practical 
examples and a balanced approach towards both elements of the question. (See the exemplar, which 
illustrates part of a candidate’s response.)  

Centres should encourage candidates, when instructed, to incorporate appropriate and relevant practical 
examples as frequently as possible throughout their response, as failure to do so could reduce access to 
the higher level. Similarly, where a question requires candidates to visit more than one area in their 
response, failure to offer comments on both areas, thereby creating an imbalanced response, would 
again restrict access to the higher levels. 

Dividing work into indented paragraphs allows candidates to check if they have covered all elements of 
an extended question and fulfils the grammar, punctuation and spelling focus in the assessment 
descriptors. 
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Exemplar 3 

 

 

 

Copyright information 
Permission to reproduce all copyright material has been applied for. In some cases, efforts to contact 
copyright-holders have been unsuccessful and OCR will be happy to rectify any omissions of 
acknowledgements in future papers if notified. 
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