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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 7 series overview

GCSE Religious Studies J625/07 assesses Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a
Muslim perspective. Candidates studied four main themes: Relationships and families, The existence of
Allah; Religion, peace and conflict and Dialogue within and between religions and non-religious beliefs
and were assessed by a compulsory question on each theme, each following the same four-part
structure.

Overall, the standard was comparable to the last time the series was sat by a similar number of
candidates in 2019.

Questions 1 and 3, on the topics of relationships and families and religion, peace, and conflict, were
better answered. Questions 2 and 4, on the topics of the existence of God and dialogue between
religious and non-religious beliefs and attitudes, proved more challenging for many candidates.

Questions set included the requirement to explain key words and concepts; compare different Muslim
attitudes towards various issues; refer to sources of wisdom and authority and respond to statements
including reference to different points of view.

There were a variety of responses which achieved differentiation. However, there was a lack of
responses at the highest levels of response, particularly Level 4 for AO2, for the 12-mark part (d)
questions.

The topics of same-sex marriage, pre-marital sex, divorce, injustice, and opinions about taking a life had
all clearly been well taught. Areas candidates and centres might focus further on include the role of
church schools, reasons for belief in God, common values, examples of proselytising and ecstatic
experiences.

Candidates referred well to the Qur'an as a source of wisdom as well as occasional reference to Imams,
Islamic tradition, the sayings of Muhammad (Hadith), Shariah law and its concepts, and the opinions of
Islamic scholars.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally did the following: generally did the following:

e clearly understood meanings of key words ¢ did not understand key words such as
from the specification, and words used in proselyte or ecstatic, so were unable to write
statements they were asked to respond to correct responses to these questions

e used technical words correctly and e missed out some questions, possibly because
appropriately they did not manage their time well or did not

o frequently referred to sources of wisdom and have the confidence to attempt some
authority in part (c) and part (d) responses, e wrote only one ‘attitude’ when asked to
including quotations compare or identify several, or wrote only one

o referred to a range of views or perspectives, point of view in part (d) questions
especially where different attitudes were ¢ did not write a conclusion to part (d) questions,
required and in part (d) questions leaving their argument unfinished

¢ included a conclusion weighing up arguments | e did not clearly refer to sources of wisdom and
at the end of the response. authority.
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Question 1 (a)
1 Relationships and families

(a) Describe one way in which a Muslim might respond to divorce.

Most candidates responded to this well. The question was not about how a divorce takes place, which
some candidates wrote, but about responses to the idea. Various responses included the idea that
Muslims might see it as disliked, according to a tradition of Muhammad, and elaborated on this. Some
mentioned that a response could be to gain help and support from an Imam or member of the
community, who might help ensure fair separation based on the previously agreed contract (nikkah) and
provide counselling and support.

Question 1 (b)

(b) Describe different Muslim attitudes towards same-sex marriage.

Most candidates noticed the word different in the question and included more than one attitude towards
same sex marriage in their responses. Most wrote that many disapproved of same-sex marriages and
quoted the Qur’an to explain this. Another perspective was a more liberal attitude which accepted same-
sex marriages according to the culture of the present day. Overall, most candidates answered this
question well.
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Question 1 (c)
(c) Compare the attitudes of different Muslims to pre-marital sex.

Most candidates mentioned a traditional attitude which regards pre-marital sex as forbidden, and some
used technical words such as ‘zina’ or ‘haram’, terms from Islamic sharia which thereby showed
reference to sources of wisdom and authority. Some referred to different attitudes such as the idea that
couples might want to become committed and live together, during which time they might have pre-
marital sex, before making a marital commitment. Another attitude was the opinion of the traditional
family unit which tended to disagree with pre-marital sex and dating, preferring marital arrangements
agreed with the wider family.

Question 1 (d)
(d) ‘Women should perform the same roles as men in Muslim communities.’
Discuss this statement. In your answer, you should:
+  Draw on your learning from across your course of study, including reference to beliefs,
teachings and practices within Islam.

*  Explain and evaluate the importance of points of view from the perspective of Islam.[15]

# Spelling, punctuation and grammar [3]

Responses referred to a range of roles such as looking after the extended family, going out to work,
being a prayer leader (Imam) or counsellor for the community, and so on. Most candidates focused on
whether women could go out to work and quoted the authority of the tradition that Muhammad’s wife
Khadijah was a businesswoman. Some were aware of differences of opinion over what roles women
could fulfil in religious services, ranging from those who wrote that tradition determined that men should
be Imams, to others who referred to the existence of women prayer leaders in some communities. The
best responses developed this by explaining and giving reasons for different views, before coming to a
judgement at the end of the essay.
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Question 2 (a)
2 The existence of God

(a) Describe ecstatic religious experiences for some Muslims.

The word ecstatic was not well understood by many candidates. A few referred to Sufism, whirling and
entering a spiritual state of ecstasy in which a devotee would lose awareness of the world around them

and become entranced in a state of bliss in which they might feel the barriers between themselves, and
their lord were broken down.

Exemplar 1
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The response in Exemplar 1 mentions Sufi practices, such as dance, to feel God’s presence. This is on
the right lines and achieves 2 marks out of 3. In order to achieve a 3rd mark, the candidate might go on
to further detail what an ecstatic experience might feel like, perhaps to lose awareness of the immediate
surroundings and enter a happy, almost trance-like state, in which the presence of God feels immanent.

Misconception

especially Hajj, were listed by many as examples of ecstatic religious experiences. But it is the
state of elation, excitement, overwhelming joy, and loss of focus on the everyday world around
which makes the ecstatic nature of the experience, not the ritual itself.

@ Ecstatic refers to a state of being rather than a specific Islamic ritual. The Five Pillars,
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Question 2 (b)
(b) Describe Muslim beliefs about the world and moral consequence.

Most candidates wrote that life is a test for Muslims, and they are judged by God and have to face the
conseqguences of their decisions. Some pointed out that those consequences might be in this life or the
afterlife. A few noted that the world had been created by God in the first place and this included
predestination. Many candidates found this a difficult question to respond to and managed to give a
partial response but did not fully address both aspects (world and moral consequence), although some
candidates did so well.

Question 2 (c)
(c) Explain Muslim beliefs about the relationship between Allah and human suffering.

You should refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your answer.

Most candidates wrote that suffering was part of Allah’s test for humans and there was a greater purpose
for it in their lives, even if Muslims did not always know what that was in the midst of their pain. Some
wrote that suffering could help turn a Muslim towards Allah. Some mentioned the authority of prophets,
such as Muhammad, who suffered persecution at the hands of his enemies yet still preached God’s
message. This example was used to show how suffering could build resilience.
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Exemplar 2
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This question could involve reference to a variety of different beliefs and shades of interpretation, but
whichever way a candidate answers, it is necessary to refer to sources of wisdom and authority.

The response in Exemplar 2 refers to the authority of Allah and the names of Allah and provides a quote
from Islamic tradition about life being a test. This is developed further by another tradition about suffering
not being more than a believer can bear, bringing the response back to Allah’s nature as fair. The
challenge to belief adds a further dimension: that suffering challenges Muslims to believe.

This is a thoughtful response which brings in several perspectives and several traditions of wisdom and
authority, so achieves Level 3, 6 marks out of 6.

Question 2 (d)
(d) ‘Muslims do not need reasons to believe in Allah.’
Discuss this statement. In your answer you should:
+  Draw on your learning from across your course of study, including reference to beliefs,
teachings and practices within Islam.

+  Explain and evaluate the importance of points of view from the perspective of Islam.[15]

d Spelling, punctuation and grammar [3]

The statement here was about ‘reasons’ to believe in Allah, but many candidates mistook this and
thought the statement was about whether Muslims believe in Allah or not and argued that of course they
did. Some argued that, on the one hand Muslims submit to Allah who they cannot see, so this is an act
of faith without need of reason. On the other hand, Muhammad provided reasons to try to persuade the
people to believe in Allah, so it could be regarded as legitimate to have reasons to believe.

Assessment for learning

In this statement, the word ‘reasons’ is critical: the statement is asking about reasons rather
than the belief in Allah. Therefore, candidates who discussed reasons wrote responses which
addressed the statement whereas those who explained the belief were less focused.

@ It is important to focus on the exact wording of the statement. Every word is there for a reason.
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Question 3 (a)
3 Religion, peace and conflict

(a) State three examples of injustice for Muslims.

This was quite well answered, with lots of different examples cited, including bans on wearing the head
scarf (hijab) as an injustice for Muslim women. Generally, injustices such as racism, with examples, were
mentioned. Some gave specific examples of injustice or even persecution in different parts of the world
and these were creditable.

Question 3 (b)

(b) Outline the relationship between Islam and politics in the 21st century.

Most candidates referred exclusively to jihad. A few gave an overview of politics and referred to
prominent Muslims in politics in Britain today. Some mentioned the importance of modern issues and
how Muslims could represent their views on which laws are made if they become involved in politics.
Most candidates made a limited response to this question due to the narrow way the topic was
interpreted, usually only about jihad.

11 © OCR 2022
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Question 3 (¢)

(c) Explain why Muslims differ in their attitudes to the concept of forgiveness.

You should refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your answer.

Most candidates mentioned two different attitudes: first, that a person should be punished if they did
wrong, according to God’s commands, with reference to the authority of the Qur'an or the Shariah.
Second, that many preferred to forgive, based on the wisdom of Muhammad’s example, contained in his
sayings in the Hadith. Some said the attitude might vary according to their personal experience and if
they had been a victim of something; others that forgiveness should be referred directly to God. This
question was generally well answered.

Question 3 (d)*
(d)* ‘Muslims should never take the life of another person.’
Discuss this statement. In your answer, you should:
+  Draw on your learning from across your course of study, including reference to beliefs,

teachings and practices within Islam.
*  Explain and evaluate the importance of points of view from the perspective of Islam.[15]

This was quite well answered from a range of different perspectives. Many referred to war, jihad and the
Quranic wisdom that taking a life unjustly is like taking all of humankind. Some referred to abortion and
different teachings about this, depending on the context and how many weeks the embryo had
developed, whether it was considered to have developed a soul or ‘ruh’, or if there were any medical
complications. Some balanced discussions were achieved, with different points of view and conclusions
rounding off the responses, for many making the best response they achieved on the paper overall.
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Exemplar 3
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The response in Exemplar 3 opens with an introduction to the issue and definitions of absolute and
relative pacifism.

In the second paragraph, a quote from the Qur'an is used as a reference to sources of wisdom and
authority to justify an argument in favour of the statement. Mid-way through the paragraph, a different
argument is used: that killing is possibly allowed under conditions of Shariah (Islamic law). This point is
less clearly put. At the end of the paragraph, a clearer point with a quote about inclining to peace is
made, with this used to argue that killing is not justified.

In the third paragraph, the possibility that capital punishment could be allowed is argued, according to
Islamic law. The turns of phrase make the point to develop the argument, although sometimes could be
clearer. The knowledge on which this is based is sound and of a reasonable level of detail, 3 marks out
of 3 were given for AOL.

A brief but clear conclusion is made in which the candidate makes a judgement. This is required for
Level 3. This response is a strong Level 3 at AO2 and achieves 9 marks out of 12. It could be improved
further to reach Level 4 by sharpening the style of argument by making points more directly and clearly;
and referring to a wider range of material about the taking of life, possibly including discussion of
abortion.

Assessment for learning

necessarily agree and disagree. It is important to build up a discussion and reach a conclusion
at the end. This might be a personal judgement referring back to the statement. Many
candidates missed out concluding remarks, but it was an important feature of Level 3 and 4
responses.

@ Candidates are required to refer to points of view, which can be different perspectives and not

Question 4 (a)
4 Dialogue between religious and non-religious beliefs and attitudes

(a) Give three ways in which Muslims might proselytise.

The word ‘proselytise’ is stated in the specification, but many candidates did not know what it meant.
Giving speeches about Islam, street preaching and giving out Islamic literature inviting people to Islam
were acceptable. Some candidates mentioned Islamic practices such as the Five Pillars, which are not
relevant to proselytising.
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Misconception

Interfaith dialogue is based on mutual understanding and setting guidelines for discussion
which preclude proselytising. Many candidates incorrectly referred to interfaith dialogue as an
example of how to proselytise.

Question 4 (b)
(b) Describe the role of church schools in British society.

In your response, you must consider that religious traditions in Great Britain are diverse, but
mainly Christian.

Few candidates did well here. Most mentioned the role of church schools in providing places where
Christianity might be taught, helping to strengthen the faith of Christians. Some mentioned that church
schools helped to promote Christian festivals and maintain the importance of Christmas and Easter
within society as a whole. Centres might explore this topic and look at the role of church schools as
inclusive providers of education for people in their local communities of different backgrounds, helping to
promote cohesion as well as providing education based around Christian values, often preferred by
many Muslim parents and those of other faith backgrounds.

16 © OCR 2022
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Question 4 (c)
(c) Explain why Muslims differ in their attitudes to inter-faith dialogue.

You should refer to sources of wisdom and authoritv in vour answer.

A few responses referred to different attitudes formed from references to different traditions found in
sources of wisdom and authority, which might be interpreted as exclusivist or inclusivist dependent on
different points of view. One or two explored different attitudes according to the purpose or context of the
dialogue — such as cooperation based around a charitable project, which most supported, or discussion
focused on a point of theology, which some found potentially confusing, unless a Muslim was strong in
their own position first.

Misconception

Some candidates mistook interfaith to mean dialogue between different groups or sects of
Muslims, such as Sunni and Shi’a, which was not relevant here. Sunni and Shi’a are both
groups within Islam, members of the same faith.

Question 4 (d)*
(d)* ‘It is important for Muslims to share the same values as others in society.’
Discuss this statement. In your answer, you should:
*  Draw on your learning from across your course of study, including reference to beliefs,

teachings and practices within Islam.
+  Explain and evaluate the importance of points of view from the perspective of Islam.[15]

Many candidates missed out this question or perhaps did not leave enough time to respond to it, at the
end of the paper. Some were unclear about values. One line of argument was that values should be
shared so that a cohesive society could be built, based on those values, especially relevant in modern,
multi-faith Britain. Another opinion mentioned was that values are derived from different sources of
wisdom and authority so are inherently different according to the religion followed. Examples of
responses to issues based on those values helped to illustrate arguments made.
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