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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 
our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper 6 series overview 

GCSE Religious Studies J625/06 is the Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a 
Christian perspective paper. It assesses candidates’ knowledge and understanding of different 
philosophical and ethical arguments and their impact and influence in the modern world from the 
perspective of Christianity, which will have been studied in Component 01. There are four questions, one 
for each of the four themes of study: Relationships and families, The existence of God; Religion, peace 
and conflict and Dialogue within and between religions and non-religious beliefs. Each question is made 
up of four parts – parts (a)-(d). 

All four questions and parts are compulsory. Most candidates attempted all the questions. The most 
commonly left with ‘no response’, were 2(a) and 3(b).  

In general, most candidates performed to a satisfactory level or higher. Those who performed well 
demonstrated good examination skills such as a careful reading of the question and were able to select 
and deploy relevant, accurate and detailed knowledge. In the part (d) essay questions, the higher 
scoring responses demonstrated knowledge of a range of views, supported with relevant sources of 
wisdom and authority, the views of different Christian groups were compared and contrasted and there 
was evaluation related to the stimulus. 

Candidates who performed less well often left questions unanswered. Some candidates did not score 
well on the part (d) essay questions; some presenting very brief and sometimes unspecific views, others 
presenting views as blocks of knowledge with no evaluation or conclusion and failing to include any 
sources of wisdom and authority. Knowledge of the meaning of key terms from the specification was 
lacking for some candidates, along with specific knowledge relating to the question. In some cases, 
candidates attempted to apply generic knowledge without targeting their response to what had been 
asked. 

Some candidates were able to respond well to the precise questions and wrote sophisticated 
discussions with analysis and evaluation interweaved, leading to a conclusion, for their part (d) 
response. 

There was very little evidence of candidates running out of time. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• demonstrated good knowledge of 
key/technical terms 

• used relevant sources of wisdom and 
authority in their responses 

• demonstrated good exam technique and 
responses were targeted to the specific 
question 

• showed knowledge of both similar and 
different views within Christianity. 

• did not know key/technical terms 

• did not use sources of wisdom and authority 

• presented their personal opinions 

• did not take notice of question wording, such 
as teachings or different attitudes. 
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Question 1 (a)  

This question was generally answered well with most candidates gaining marks. Most candidates 
focused on equality between men and women. Common responses included Paul’s teaching in 
Galatians, all made in the image of God and reference to ‘complementarianism’ or ‘egalitarianism’. Some 
candidates approached this by looking at inequality. The question asked for one teaching and where 
candidates included more than one, they did not gain marks for the second teaching. 

 

Question 1 (b) 

The vast majority of candidates were able to respond to this question with two attitudes to women 
priests, although most responses were Level 2, satisfactory due to lack of detailed and developed 
support. Most candidates knew that the Roman Catholic Church does not allow women priests, and this 
was contrasted with denominations that do, most notably the Anglican Church, and there were a few 
who could give details and dates about the ordination of women. A common misconception was to 
suggest that Quakers, as liberal Christians, did allow women priests, lacking the knowledge that Quakers 
do not ordain priests. Better responses gave some good support about Jesus having male disciples and 
the priest representing Jesus, contrasted with changing with the times, interpretation of evidence about 
women in the early church and that Jesus came to ‘break down barriers’. However, many also outlined 
general attitudes about equality, lacking specific details about women as priests. 
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Question 1 (c)  

This question was accessible to most candidates and was a good differentiator. Most candidates were 
able to reference rings, vows, taking place in a church and the role of the priest. The cord of three 
strands was common as a belief about marriage but not always linked to the ceremony. Better 
responses explained specific Christian beliefs and were able to link these with the ceremony, including 
differences in denominations, for example that marriage is a sacrament for Roman Catholics and that 
there is no priest to officiate a Quaker marriage. The question seemed to work well regarding sources of 
wisdom and authority with the vast majority citing church teaching, quoting the vows and some good use 
of Biblical quotations. Less successful responses did not link the beliefs to the ceremony and described 
one or the other, some explained views about divorce and becoming one flesh. 
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Question 1 (d)  

Responses to this question often featured good discussion on the issue, with the vast majority of 
candidates being able to offer a relevant response. A common approach was to discuss the Roman 
Catholic view, often supported with a Biblical quote/reference to Genesis. This was contrasted with other 
Christian views, such as the Church of England. Some candidates included less relevant 
sociological/cultural considerations such as being more acceptable and people not being able to afford a 
wedding. Some responses considered the Church of England view of cohabitation as a step to marriage 
as acceptable and there was some valid, well supported discussion of same sex marriage and celibacy. 
Contraception was also discussed by some candidates, with varying levels of relevance to the question, 
with different views also referenced. Atheist/secular views were unnecessarily included by some 
candidates at the expense of relevant material. Less successful responses had little analysis, and some 
did not come to a conclusion. Some responses that showed better knowledge, with emergent evaluation 
lost marks for failing to conclude/make a judgement on the issue, and some offered an unsupported 
personal response. There were few full mark discussions offered. 
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Question 2 (a)  

This key term from the specification caused issues for a significant number of candidates who did not 
know what it meant and offered generalised, incorrect responses about the making of a soul, some with 
reference to God breathing life into Adam. Those who did know the meaning answered well with most 
scoring the full 3 marks; there was reference to moral development, the problem of evil, Hick and 
Irenaeus. This question was not well answered.   

Exemplar 1 

Exemplar 1 is a clear 3-mark response from a candidate who knows the meaning of this term. 

OCR support 

Use of the glossary provided may improve this and maximise marks. The glossary is available 
here; https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/religious-studies-j625-j125-from-
2016/planning-and-teaching/ 

 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/planning-and-teaching/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/planning-and-teaching/
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Question 2 (b)  

This question was well answered. Most candidates knew it was The Cosmological Argument and there 
were many references to Aquinas, some even to Aristotle. Candidates were able to explain the concept 
of First Cause, there was use of the domino analogy and reference to the Big Bang being caused by 
God. Better responses described God as the uncaused cause or unmoved mover, but few responses 
were fully developed. Some candidates confused First Cause with the design argument and wrote about 
Paley’s watch. Some candidates wrote a for and against response, presenting criticisms or alternatives 
to the argument from First Cause. 

 

Question 2 (c)  

This question was not answered well by many candidates who did not read the question carefully and 
wrote about God’s relationship with the world. Some did this well including explanations of original sin 
and the problem of evil. The question required explanation of God’s relationship with the world, so 
humanity was only partially relevant at best. There were some good responses that explained 
immanence and transcendence with some reference to God being in or outside. Creation in the Genesis 
narrative was used commonly as a source of wisdom and authority, with some higher scoring responses 
referencing the psalms with reference to God sustaining the world.  
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Misconception 

Many candidates answered this with material about God’s relationship with humanity, despite 
the question asking about God’s relationship with the world.  

 

Question 2 (d)  

This question differentiated well, and a range of responses were seen. Most candidates were able to 
compare the literal and liberal interpretations of the Bible, although some did not include sources of 
wisdom and authority to support the views stated. Less successful responses gave generalised answers, 
presenting the two views as blocks of knowledge with little or no development and evaluation, with 
conclusions either missing or making a summary without a judgement. Some candidates incorrectly 
attributed a literalist approach to the Bible with Roman Catholic Christians and there was an overuse of 
Quakers as a term applied to describe liberal Christians. Better responses used examples from scripture, 
such as creation or miracles to explain and exemplify the different interpretations, with some use of 
technical term; fundamentalist/literalist, conservative, liberal. Some arguments flowed well and reached a 
judgement in the conclusion. 
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Question 3 (a)  

This question was accessible and well answered. The most common responses were racism, sexism, 
and homophobia. Some candidates gave detailed specific examples which did gain marks but will have 
taken more time to write than the concise one-word responses. Some gave unspecific responses such 
as prejudice or discrimination. Other common incorrect responses were crimes, such as murder and war. 

 

Question 3 (b)  

A lack of understanding of this key term caused issues for many candidates who saw reconciliation as 
another word for forgiveness and thus only addressed forgiveness, with no reference to reconciliation. 
Some were able to identify reconciliation between humans and God through the sacrifice of Jesus and 
there were some good explanations of the Roman Catholic sacrament of reconciliation. Better responses 
addressed both of these alongside reconciliation between humans, some supported with examples such 
as after war or citing Desmond Tutu’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Gee Walker forgiving her 
son’s murderers was another commonly cited example in support of the importance of forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 
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Misconception 

A common misconception was to write about forgiveness with no reference to reconciliation, 
thus failing to score beyond Level 1. 

 

Question 3 (c)  

This question was mostly well answered. A common approach was to contrast the Roman Catholic view 
on Just War, there was some excellent detailed explanation of this, with the Quaker view of absolute 
pacificism, often supported with ‘blessed are the peacemakers’. Some candidates referred to absolute 
and conditional pacificism. There was some reference to Holy war, some supported with Old Testament 
sources, but a common misconception was that this was a current issue rather than an outdated view.  
Some well written responses did not score above Level 1 as they did not include sources of wisdom and 
authority. Some candidates gave more generic responses, including sources such as ‘love thy 
neighbour’. The incident of Jesus overturning the tables in the temple was used by a few candidates as a 
justification for war. 
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Exemplar 2 

Exemplar 2 is a good full mark response, showing a range of views supported with sources of wisdom 
and authority. 

Assessment for learning 

Part (c) questions ask for sources of wisdom and authority, but many candidates did not 
include these, particularly in this question. Teaching sources of wisdom and authority and 
exam technique about including them will help maximise candidate marks. 
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Question 3 (d)*  

Many candidates addressed this question as about peace as an alternative to war and some repeated 
arguments from Question 3(c) with good use of sources of wisdom and authority, such as ‘blessed are 
the peacemakers’, Quakers as pacificists and the priest saying “go and live in peace” at the end of mass. 
There were fewer examples of peace relating to social justice although some did include Martin Luther 
King as an example. The discussion of working for peace as opposed to fighting a war was executed 
well by some candidates, with some good attempts to consider Liberation Theology, and some 
referenced Camillo Torres well. Other candidates took a wider consideration and discussed working for 
peace in contrast to other Christian duties, such as evangelism, supported with the Great Commission, 
or worship. The general theme for part (d) responses continued in that better responses were discussive 
with evaluation throughout and a clear, supported conclusion. Less successful responses presented 
knowledge, and some still did not include reference to sources of wisdom and authority. 

 

Question 4 (a)  

Some well-articulated responses here, more candidates answered this well than the earlier key term in 
Question 2(a). Good responses included reference to science and logic, not believing in God and 
developing own morality with God or afterlife. There were still candidates that did not know what it 
meant, some left it blank, and others attempted vague generic responses about humans being important. 
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Question 4 (b)  

Most candidates were able to respond with information about church schools, such as educating in the 
religion and assemblies, although there were few developed responses. Some candidates gave 
historical details of church schools. Very few candidates addressed the extra instruction/rubric about the 
religious tradition of Great Britain, some simply repeated the question wording at the start. Arguments 
against church schools from Humanists UK (formerly the British Humanist Association) and secularists 
were presented by some. 

Assessment for learning 

This question includes the requirement to consider religious traditions in Great Britain, very few 
candidates were able to do this. 
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Question 4 (c)  

A well answered question, most candidates were able to explain more than one Christian attitude to 
euthanasia and link that to a teaching, with ‘thou shall not kill’ being the most common. Better responses 
contrasted the Roman Catholic view with that of more liberal Christians, often citing ‘love thy neighbour’ 
as support for compassion and ending of pain. Candidates did well in linking teachings to attitudes with 
even lower scoring, sometimes brief, responses often making this link. The view against was often more 
developed and more often included relevant sources than the teaching to support when it may be 
acceptable. Better responses did this for both attitudes. Very few discussed suicide but a few did 
confuse euthanasia with abortion. 
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Exemplar 3 

Exemplar 3 is a concise and accurate full mark response, which includes sources of wisdom and 
authority, and links teachings to attitudes. 
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Question 4 (d)*  

Many candidates answered well on this question and there was good use of the key terms, exclusivist, 
inclusivist and pluralist. Less successful responses outlined these terms and most included a source of 
wisdom and authority with ‘no one gets to the father except through me’ and ‘my father’s house has 
many rooms’ being the two most commonly attributed views to denominations. However, this was not 
always done accurately, and some did not conclude/make a judgement. Again, there was some misuse 
of the Quakers for a liberal Christian view. More successful responses gave a more developed answer, 
with many including reference to Rahner’s anonymous Christian and/or Hick’s views on pluralism, with 
evaluation and a clear, supported conclusion. The evaluation and analysis was generally better on this 
part (d) question than the others. A few candidates made no response, a possible indication that they 
had run out of time. 
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