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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 

2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 

Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 

our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper 3 series overview 

The quality of candidates’ answers was on the whole very impressive with the vast majority of 

candidates having a firm knowledge of the text. It is essential for candidates to understand the meaning 

of the text fully. All answers stem from such knowledge, including the analysis questions. The short 

comprehension questions were very well answered and candidates scored highly in these questions. 

The 4-mark and 8-mark literary comment questions were good differentiators and candidates who did 

not have a firm understanding of the text found these more challenging. Some candidates did not refer to 

the Latin when asked to do so in the question and so lost marks. In the questions where quotation of the 

Latin is required, the candidates must be sure to quote, translate and answer the question explicitly. 

Candidates who simply quoted and translated the Latin but did not give any personal response in order 

to answer the question, lost marks in the 4- and 8- mark questions. The translation question was 

challenging for some and showed that there is no substitution for knowing in detail the meaning of the 

Latin text. In the translation question the commonest error was the omission of words. Candidates must 

make sure that they check through their work carefully in order to avoid such omissions. The overarching 

ten-mark question was generally well answered and candidates seemed to have enjoyed showing the 

examiner the extent of their knowledge of the set texts. Candidates needed to avoid vague answers. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

• Refer to the Latin when asked to do so. 

• Use the line references and Latin lemma given 
in the question for guidance. 

• Give a range of style and content points in the 
8-mark question, including at least 2 style 
points. 

• Give specific references to the text in the ten-
mark overarching question. 

• Did not use the Latin lemma and line 
references in the questions for guidance 

• Omitted words in the translation question 

• Made reference in the 10-mark question and 
referred to the Regulus text, when not asked 
to do so in the question. 
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Question 1 (a) 

Very well answered. Nearly every candidate answered correctly.  

 

Question 1 (b) 

Many candidates only scored one mark as they did not refer to the senior centurions or the strict 

tribunes. This was relevant information for the question and needed to be included. 

 

Question 1 (c) 

Very well answered. Some candidates did not write where the poor behaviour took place, and therefore 

lost marks. 
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Question 2 (a) 

Most candidates answered correctly. 

 

Question 2 (b) 

Generally well answered, but candidates should make sure that they read the question carefully. The 

question asks what Germanicus thought his friends should do, rather than what he did not want them to 

do.  

 

Question 2 (c) 

Well answered. Candidates could refer to the content or the style in this question. 
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Question 3 (a) 

Very well answered. Some candidates translated indoluerunt as a noun, e.g., grief, and therefore lost the 

mark for the English translation. Care should be taken to translate the Latin word correctly. 

 

Question 3 (b) 

Well answered, although some candidates struggled with the meaning of eloquentiam. 

 

Question 3 (c) 

Generally very well answered. 
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Question 4 

This question was generally well answered. The 4 mark question, without the English 

translation, allows both content and style answers, so there was a wide range of available 

answers. For content points, think about what the author has written, for the style points, think 

about how the author has expressed their point. 

Key point call out (Four mark question without English translation) 

Candidates must remember to quote the Latin in the 4 mark questions. A number of candidates 
did not do so and accordingly lost marks. Candidates should also make sure that they show the 
examiner that they know the meaning of their Latin quotation. 
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Question 5* 

The 8- mark analysis question, as in previous years, proved to be a good differentiator. The commonest 

errors made by candidates was to omit a Latin quotation or not give the meaning of the Latin quotation. 

Some candidates also omitted to give any style points at all. At least 2 style points should be made for 

the top level to be achieved. There was a wide range of points available and many candidates wrote very 

impressive answers showing their in-depth understanding of the text. 

Exemplar 1 

This response is an example of a good style point in the 8-mark extended writing question. The 

candidate has quoted the Latin, made clear their understanding of the Latin and analysis has been made 

by the candidate in order to respond to the question. Candidates who do not do all three of the above will 

not get full marks for their response. 
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Key point call out (8 mark question) 

In this 8-mark question candidates must quote the Latin, show the examiner they understand 
the meaning of their Latin quotation, and write how their quotation demonstrates that the arrival 
of Agrippina was dramatic. Candidates should aim to give a minimum of 5 points in their 
answer. Style and content points are allowed, but for the top level, candidates should make at 
least 2 style points. 

 

Question 6 

The translation question was generally well answered. The commonest error was omission of words or 

phrases. A sizeable number of candidates omitted one of the phrases in the first line, particularly movet 

labra or agitat digitos. A number of candidates also found the meaning of labra difficult. Some candidates 

incorrectly translated habes in the future tense. 
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Question 7 

In this 4-mark question, with the English translation provided, candidates must give only style points. 

There was a wide range of style points available. The commonest answers were the tricolon in lines 1-2, 

the word order of facit, and the litotes of non minus. Candidates must remember to make it clear that 

they understand the meaning of the quotations given. Some candidates, including some very strong 

candidates, did not translate or paraphrase the meaning of their quotations and accordingly lost marks. 
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Exemplar 2 

In the exemplar material, an example is given of one of the points given by a candidate which scored 1 

mark out of 2. Question 7 is the 4 mark question with the English translation provided which requires 

style responses only. The response given by the candidate has an appropriate quotation and translation 

and scores one mark for this, but the analysis is purely content-based, so the second mark is not given. 

1/2 is given for this part of the question. 

Key point call out (The 4-mark question with English translation included) 

In the 4- mark question with the English translation provided, only style points are accepted. Content 
points are not allowed. The Latin must also be quoted and the candidate must show the examiner that 
they understand the meaning of the Latin. 

 

Question 8* 

The 10-mark overarching question was generally well answered. Many candidates had an excellent 

knowledge of the set text and clearly enjoyed showing the examiner what they knew. The commonest 

error was not backing up their point with reference to the text. The references had to show specific 

knowledge of the text and candidates needed to avoid making any vague generalisations. Latin 

quotations are not required for this question. 
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Exemplar 3 

In the exemplar material, the candidate has made a valid point about the character of Agrippina, but this 

point is vague and should refer much more closely to the text. The candidate could have referred in 

greater detail to the arrival of Agrippina. The contrast with Plancina is also vague and more detailed 

examples could have been given. This is an example of a point made in a 10-mark question which gets 

some marks but is only a partial response. 

Key point call out (10-mark overarching question) 

Candidates should avoid making vague references to the text. Latin quotations are not needed 
in this question. Candidates should aim to make six detailed points in the 10-mark overarching 
question. Candidates must make sure they only give answers referring to the text referred to in 
the question. Several candidates discussed the Regulus text, which was not asked for in the 
question. 
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