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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 
our website. 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/


GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project) - J411/71 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

4 © OCR 2022 

Paper 71 series overview 
Component 71 is the Viking Expansion c.750–c.1050. 

To do well on this component, candidates needed to be able to recall essential facts about this period in 
Viking history; write a clear and organised summary about an aspect of Viking society; explain why 
settling in Greenland and/or North America was difficult for the Vikings; and recall and apply their 
knowledge to support and challenge a historical interpretation in an essay-style question. 

It was clear from many responses that most candidates had been well-prepared and were able to deploy 
their knowledge accurately on the essay-style questions, where some of the knowledge shown was 
particularly impressive, especially on Question 4. 

However, fewer candidates performed as successfully on Question 3: while most were able to identify 
reasons why settling in Greenland or North America was difficult, several were unable to fully explain 
how such problems made settling especially difficult. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally did the following: 

• read the questions carefully and focused their
responses on what was required

• demonstrated extensive knowledge and
understanding of all topics covered

• considered essay questions fully by providing
balanced arguments

• used second order concepts confidently.

• included irrelevant material into questions, for
example, writing about achievements of
Vikings other than the Volga Vikings in
Question 4

• missed the point about Viking kings in
Question 2 and wrote about Viking society in
general

• did not answer the required number of
questions, so lost marks.
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Question 1 (a) 

Most candidates answered this question correctly. No credit was given for responses which identified an 
item the Volga Vikings took with them to the Byzantine Empire or Arab World, for example amber, or 
walrus ivory. 

 

Question 1 (b) 

This was mostly done well. Candidates could have picked Mercia, Northumbria or East Anglia. We also 
accepted Wessex. 

 

Question 1 (c) 

Most candidates correctly identified England. They could also have said Denmark, Norway, or Sweden. 

 

Question 2 

To do well on this question, summaries had to be clear and organised by the candidate. The best way to 
achieve this was by concentrating on a second order concept, like cause/effect, similarity/difference, or 
change/continuity. These terms did not have to be spelled out specifically, but they had to be clearly 
apparent to the examiner that they were the organising feature of the response. Where this was the 
case, candidates did well. They wrote mainly about Harald Bluetooth, Svein Forkbeard and Cnut the 
Great. Reasons or motives for the conversion of the Kings was a popular focus. Where candidates did 
less well, either they did not have a clear second order concept, or they did not concentrate on Viking 
kings’ approach as demanded in the question. Such responses usually stayed in Level 1, gaining a 
maximum of 3 marks. 

Advice to centres 

Candidates need to be prepared to use second order concepts to organise their summaries. For 
instance, they could focus on the impact of changes made to religion by successive kings; how 
similar/different were the impacts brought about by Harald Bluetooth compared to Cnut the Great? 
Whose changes had the biggest impact on Viking society? 



GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project) - J411/71 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 6 © OCR 2022 

Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 is an excellent example of the clear use of second order concepts to write a clear and 
organised summary of Viking kings’ approaches to Christianity. The concepts of cause and effect, 
change and continuity and significance are all used in the response, and the historical examples cited 
are extensive and accurate. 

 

Question 3 

There was evidence that candidates had learned this topic well. They had impressive knowledge about 
North America, and most were aware of the ongoing debate about whether the Vikings did settle there or 
not. Many candidates wrote about the problems caused by the climate and the difficulties for farming and 
growing crops. Fewer went into much detail about the hazardous journey the Vikings had to undertake, 
and the implications that had for settlement of either Greenland or North America. 

 

Advice to centres 

While candidates had some impressive knowledge about the voyages of Eric the Red and Leif Erikson, 
they weren’t always able to fully explain how what they found in these places affected their ability to 
settle. Candidates need to refer their responses back to the question to make sure they have maintained 
their focus. 

 

Question 4* 

Candidates that chose this essay question wrote well. They understood that simply reaching the Arab 
world and Constantinople can be classed as an achievement, given the difficulties encountered on the 
long journey. Most candidates successfully produced a balanced response, with frequent references to 
trade and success in forming positive relationships used as examples of other achievements. The main 
weakness of some responses was that examples were explained that were not related to the Volga 
Vikings. For example, there were a significant number of responses which described the Great Heathen 
Army, which was not relevant to this question. 

 

Advice to centres 

Candidates need to be secure in their knowledge and understanding of different groups of Vikings. There 
is a tendency for weaker responses to say that all Vikings were part of the same group, with the same 
homelands and similar fortunes in their development through time. This is clearly not the case. 
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Question 5* 

These essays were usually done well. Many candidates had good contextual knowledge and 
understanding. Responses were strongest in the discussion of factors that ‘pulled’ the Vikings from their 
Scandinavian homelands. For example, there were a good number of candidates who explained the 
importance of the Vikings’ sense of adventure, and desire for wealth from lands seen as weak and 
vulnerable. Fewer candidates referred to the pressures caused by a growing population in Scandinavia. 
There were some candidates (although not too many) who sought to dispute the statement. They argued 
that there were no problems in Scandinavia and so they were not leaving their homelands. Such 
arguments were not credited as they were historically inaccurate. 

 

Advice to centres 

Candidates need to avoid trying to change a question to fit one they would rather answer. In this 
question, some candidates tried to argue that there were no problems in Scandinavia and that the 
Vikings were happy to stay there. It is evident that some Vikings DID leave their homelands. The 
question was about understanding why they left; were they ‘pushed’ or ‘pulled’? 

Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 is an excellent example of a ‘clinching argument’ in Question 5 on the Viking homelands. 
The conclusion is not just a rehash of earlier arguments, but an overall judgement of which reason 
explains best why they left. 

Exemplar 3 

This is an example of a candidate who doesn’t agree with the proposition that the Vikings left their 
homelands because of the problems in Scandinavia. That would have been a valid argument, but this 
candidate doesn’t believe the Vikings left their homelands at all, so the question itself is not valid, in the 
opinion of the candidate. This gained no credit for this part.  
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