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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 

2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 

Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 

our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper 3 series overview 

The Geographical Exploration examination is designed to give candidates the opportunity to show their 

geographical understanding and apply their understanding and skills to unseen scenarios within one 

location. The questions on this paper were centred on Milton Keynes and linked to three units within the 

specification: UK in the 21st Century, Urban Futures and Changing Climate.  

The performance of candidates showed a good level of preparation for this style of exam and 

demonstrated confidence in taking information from the resources in order to enhance their response. 

Overall, candidates seemed confident with the key concepts assessed and the key geographical 

terminology used. The resource booklet was used well with many candidates demonstrating the ability to 

link together information within resources to justify their answers.  

Many candidates continued to use the additional pages in the booklet for Questions 2 (c) and 4. 

Candidates should remember to write concisely and develop answers from one stem of their answer 

rather than making lots of basic points.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

• demonstrated confidence in numerical and 
statistical skills 

• used the resources confidently 

• developed their extended responses using 
links to the resources and wider learning. 

• did not attempt numerical or statistical 
questions  

• did not understand the command words within 
the questions 

• quoted the resources without further 
development. 
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Question 1 (a) (i) 

Most candidates were able to demonstrate their geographical skills when answering this question. Many 

candidates used the correct compass direction terms to gain full credit. Others did not use precise 

directions with many stating Milton Keynes was ’north of London’ which lacked the accuracy to achieve 

the mark. 

 

Question 1 (a) (ii)  

Most candidates were able to accurately measure the distance between Milton Keynes and London and 

successfully use the scale bar to give an answer within the 75-85km permissible range. Other 

candidates stated ‘100km’ which is likely to come from estimating the distance by eye rather than using 

the scale to accurately measure between the two points. 

 

Question 1 (b) (i) 

Most candidates were able to accurately read the population pyramid and add together the male and 

female totals to give the total percentage of the population aged 90+. 
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Question 1 (b) (ii)  

Many candidates were able to gain full marks on this question. Most others were able to achieve some 

credit for their calculations even if the final answer was incorrect. Candidates needed to demonstrate 

that they could correctly identify and use the right data and that they could correctly calculate the 

difference between the percentage totals. A common mistake was using the figures on one side of the 

population pyramid rather than both male and female totals. In this case, candidates who completed the 

a correct subtraction calculation were able to gain 1 mark credit. 

 

Question 1 (c)  

Most candidates were able to gain some credit for their understanding of the population pyramids. Most 

correctly identified the age pattern as the focus and many were then able to identify similarities and 

differences in the population structures. Less successful responses did not use data taken from the 

resource to exemplify the patterns that had been highlighted in their response. More successful 

responses were able to add extended explanation of the similarities or differences in the population 

structure to gain Level 3 credit as seen in the exemplar below. 
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Exemplar 1 

In this exemplar, the candidate correctly identified that there is a similarity in the 80-90+ age groups and 

then uses the correct 90+ figures for both Milton Keynes and England to exemplify this point using data. 

The candidate then continues to develop this further with the reference to higher death rates which 

enabled them to gain Level 3 credit. 

 

Question 2 (a) 

Most candidates were able to identify two reasons why people liked living in Milton Keynes from the 

resource. 
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Question 2 (b) (i) 

Most candidates found this question challenging and many did not refer to the correct resource or 

demonstrate understanding of describing a pattern. The less successful responses quoted from the 

information boxes surrounding Fig.4 rather than using the map evidence. The most successful 

responses were able to use Fig.4 to describe the pattern of built up areas in 1960. The communication 

mark was awarded when candidates both gave a reference to the general pattern seen, for example 

‘Built up areas are alongside roads’ and were then also able to give more specific responses, for 

example ‘such as the B488 where there are 5 villages found’. 

Assessment for learning 

When completing ‘Describe the pattern’ question stems candidates should look initially for 
general patterns and then for more specific points. The GC/S/E mnemonic can be used to aid 
structure:  

• General Comment on the pattern seen 

• Specific examples of this pattern 

• Exceptions to this pattern 
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Question 2 (b) (ii) 

Many candidates did not know a definition for the term urbanisation. Most candidates demonstrated 

some understanding of this process by referring to rural to urban migration in order to gain some credit.  

Misconception 

Many candidates were not able to give a definition for Urbanisation. Specific reference to the 
growth in the number or proportion of people living in cities / urban areas was required for full 
credit. 
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Question 2 (c)*  

Most candidates were able to use the resource to successfully identify social and economic reasons why 

Milton Keynes has grown. Less successful responses listed these from Fig 3 and used quotations as 

their basis. More successful responses linked together ideas from the different resources to be able to 

build upon  initial points with examples and detailed explanation. Candidates were more successful in 

explaining the reasons for the economic growth in Milton Keynes with many good responses linking 

information from different resources. One example would be linking the location near to London with 

trade links and the ability to bring in jobs, increases tax income and further investment. Candidates were 

less successful in developing the social reasons for growth with many identifying green spaces and 

family friendly neighbourhoods without further explanation and links to growth.  

Exemplar 2 

In this exemplar, the candidate correctly identified that green space and parks are attractive to people 

and then linked this to migration to the area. There was also recognition that quality of life is improved 

through green space and that this would then encourage families to move to Milton Keynes further 

explaining the reasons for growth and gaining Level 4 credit. 
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Question 3 (a) 

Most candidates were able to identify and explain ways in which people have influenced the human 

enhanced greenhouse effect. 

 

Question 3 (b) (i) 

This question was very well answered with clear comprehension of the resources and selection skills 

evident. 

 

Question 3 (b) (ii) 

Most candidates were able to gain the workings mark for this question by demonstrating an addition of 

the total improvements. Many candidates then went on to give the correct response. Some candidates 

gave the correct response but showed no working which is clearly required within the question. 

Assessment for learning 

Calculators can be brought into a geography exam to reduce the number of addition errors. 
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Question 3 (c) 

A high proportion of candidates were able to use the resource and develop their points to access Level 2 

credit. The more successful responses showed a clear chain of reasoning; responses linked to solar 

panels were particularly well developed.  

Exemplar 3 

This exemplar shows the clear and concise reasoning which was demonstrated by many candidates 

able to gain Level 3 credit. Some candidates gave the same development points for different answer 

stems, mainly linked to the reduction of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, which limited credit.  
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Question 4* 

There were some excellent responses on this question. Most candidates clearly understood what the 

expectations of the questions were and demonstrated a confidence in this style of question. 

Less successful responses tended to rely very heavily on the resource simply quoting aspects without 

explaining sustainability. The most successful responses were able to develop ideas including 

judgement relating to environmental sustainability with clear evaluation of a range of resources and clear 

development demonstrating understanding of sustainability.  

Many candidates were able to give an additional way in which Milton Keynes could become more 

sustainable. Links given to other sustainable projects that had been studied included Birmingham’s 

sustainable library and the London congestion charging zone. These links enabled detailed explanation 

of how similar schemes could be successful in Milton Keynes. 

The use of geographical terms and spellings were particularly strong with most candidates being award 

2 out of the 3 SPaG marks.  
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