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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 

2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 

Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 

our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper 3 series overview 

This paper is the last in the series of three that candidates will have taken and is focused on their 

geographical and fieldwork skills. Candidates are supplied with a resource booklet in the examination 

and must use it to complete the questions. They are assessed on their own understanding (AO2) and 

they are required to apply their knowledge and understanding (AO2) to answer the questions throughout 

the paper. As this is a geographical skills paper candidates are also assessed on this (AO3) to included 

maths and statistics in geography. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

• provided accurate details from sources 

• included evaluations in longer questions 

• gave place specific examples to support their 
responses 

• were well-practiced at using OS Maps. 

• only answered some of the questions 

• missed out information such as their working. 
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Section A overview 

This section contains three questions which require in depth use of the figures and maps given in the 

resource booklets. Candidates need to be clear as to when they are required to use specific information 

from the resource, or when they should refer to it in more general terms. They should also make sure 

that instructions are followed, like showing working, giving an answer to the correct number of decimal 

places or how many answers to give.  

The shorter questions are complemented by longer, Level of Response questions which helped 

candidates to develop their responses. Candidates should use the space provided in the answer booklet 

and use this as a guide to how much they should be writing. 

 

Question 1 (a) (i) 

 

 

Question 1 (a) (ii) 

This question was answered well. 

 

  

Misconception 

Where there is a request for a direction, only one of the 8 compass points is required, e.g. 
North / N or South East / SE. Candidates do not need to give more specific directions such as 
ENE and should not use other indicators from an OS map such as True or Magnetic North. 



GCSE (9-1) Geography A (Geographical Themes) - J383/03 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 6 © OCR 2022 

Question 1 (a) (iii) 

This question was answered well. 

 

Question 1 (b) (i) 

 

Question 1 (b) (ii) 

Many candidates did not attempt this question or only attempted one part of it. Completing a cross 

section is a challenging skill and one which many seemed unsure about. Some candidates made up 

points or just joined the first and last dot with a straight line rather than picking up on the change in 

gradient. 
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Exemplar 1 

In this response the candidate has answered both parts of the question correctly by transposing the 

contour lines and joining them up with straight lines between the points. The S has been placed in the 

centre of the allowable area for credit and shows the perfect response. 

 

Question 1 (c) (i) 

Candidates who answered this question correctly showed excellent geographical skills to determine that 

it was SW rather than NE. They did this by looking for key features such as the road and the quarry on 

the map. There were some unusual responses for this question such as downwards, upwards and north-

south, and again, candidates should only use one of eight compass points when asked for direction.  
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Question 1 (c) (ii) 

To achieve full marks, candidates needed to name specific places or features and give the compass 

direction from them to the quarry, e.g. South of the A5 and North East of Bayston Hill. Lots of candidates 

gave the grid reference or located the quarry by giving its general surroundings such as close to 

woodland or outlining the relief but this information however was not creditworthy. Some were more 

specific and suggested near Bayston hill or near A5. Again, this was not detailed enough for a mark.  

 

Question 1 (d) 

The most common reasons given were good transport links and access to schools. More successful 

responses linked these features to the reasons for counter-urbanisation, e.g. ‘to allow people to 

commute to work’ or ‘families can send their children there to get an education.’ Some candidates 

misinterpreted the question, this may be because they didn’t understand the term counter-urbanisation. 

Several candidates talked about impacts of counter-urbanisation rather than reasons for counter-

urbanisation.  
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Question 1 (e) 

Most candidates produced Level 2 or 3 responses. However, several candidates did not mention 

housing developments at all and scored 0. When discussing housing developments, the candidates 

mostly linked the ideas of destruction of habitats and impacts on biodiversity and food chains. This could 

have been improved further by adding species names or referring to developments studied and/or in 

their locality. Several candidates compared housing developments to mechanised farming, with good 

links to the causes and effects of eutrophication. Some also referred to air pollution from tractors and 

other machinery leading to global warming or soil compaction. Comments about impacts of energy were 

the least well explained with general vague comments about renewable and non-renewable energy and 

their impacts on the greenhouse effect. If candidates picked a specific energy source, e.g. wind energy 

or fracking and discussed the impacts on the environment the comments would have been more specific 

and fully developed. Many candidates included a conclusion to draw these ideas together or included 

judgements implicitly in their response for examples sentence starters such as ‘I agree housing 

developments have the most significant impact on the environment’ or ‘farming has a significant impact 

on the environment because’, which was essential to attain 6 marks. 
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Exemplar 2 
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This candidate has provided a thorough evaluation in the first and last paragraph. There is a well-

developed paragraph on the impact of housing in causing environmental change and they discuss 

energy as an alternative cause of this change. But the second part is less developed, there is enough 

evaluation and understanding for full marks. 

The use of paragraphs and clear layout helps to ensure the structure and that all elements have been 

met. Candidates should be encouraged to write using paragraphs as they tend to produce better 

responses. 

 

Question 2 (a) (i) 

Most candidates scored full marks, and almost all who attempted this question got at least 1 mark. 

Almost all candidates got February correct. Those candidates who didn’t get May correct did not realise 

that each small square was equal to 2mm and so the bar here should be in the middle of a small square.   
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Question 2 (a) (ii) 

Most candidates answered correctly. Incorrect responses included answering with months rather than 

data. Some responses showed candidates did not understand the concept of mode. Some candidates 

gave two responses 47 and 57, and so did not gain marks. 

 

Question 2 (a) (iii) 

There were a range of responses with most candidates gaining a mark for method even if the answer 

was incorrect. With any mathematical question, double-checking responses is important. A limited 

number of candidates made no attempt at this question. Some lost marks by rounding up the final 

answer to one decimal place. Most candidates had shown their working and so gained at least 1 mark.   

Exemplar 3 

This candidate has written out the calculation correctly and therefore score was 1 mark. However they 

have either calculated wrongly or rounded up prematurely so do not get the mark for the final answer. 

This shows it is important to show your working as they would otherwise not have scored anything. 
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Question 2 (b) 

This question returned the full range of marks available. Common responses stated that February had 

lowest rainfall and October highest with figures given. A number of candidates did not include data in 

their response and so did not gain full marks or gave more vague statements such as colder months 

having higher rainfall. Some pointed out incorrectly that winter months had higher rainfall. 

 

Question 2 (c) (i) 

There were many correct responses stating that houses are built close to the river, or that the river level 

is already high. Better responses then explained how this would make residents more vulnerable to 

flooding, for example through the speed at which water may breech the bank, but a substantial number 

were either too vague or repeated the question stem so gained no development mark. 

Assessment for learning 

There is a teaching opportunity here for photo interpretation skills, so that candidates are able to 
be clear about the need to be evidence-based on what can actually be seen in a photograph.  

A number of candidates did not gain any marks by stating what was not shown in the photo –, 
e.g. there are no flood defences. That is not creditworthy. Candidates should focus on what is in 
the photograph instead. 
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Question 2 (c) (ii) 

Most scored 1 mark with a wide range of responses given. Common responses included, ‘from a certain 

angle’ and, ‘can be faked/manipulated’. Many did not access the second mark as there was no 

elaboration or additional idea for credit.  

 

Question 3 (a) 

This question was answered well. 

 

Question 3 (b) 

This question was answered well. 
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Question 3 (c) 

The most successful responses mentioned ageing population for Tokyo and the growing urbanisation of 

Delhi. Where candidates did well was when they wrote about rural to urban migration and were able to 

pick up a second mark for giving an example, e.g., work. Where candidates would not get full marks is if 

they talked about opposites, didn’t fully give reasons, or they described what was happening in Figure 4 

and did not give reasons for the change. 

 

Question 3 (d) (i) 

This question asks for the reason of the distribution rather than the distribution itself. The candidates who 

got this question right usually stated that megacities were on the coastline for trade. The candidates who 

did not gain credit mentioned specific continents they were in or did not talk about the distribution, just 

described where they were on the figure. 
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Question 3 (d) (ii) 

This was generally answered well with most candidates able to access at least 1 mark and many gained 

2 marks. Where candidates were getting the marks were for saying different colours needed to be used 

or shapes, create wider urban agglomerations, or disregard cities under a certain number. Where 

candidates didn’t do so well was when they wrote that names should be added to the map, as this would 

have made it more congested and harder to read rather than easier. 

 

Question 3 (e)* 

Overall, many candidates were able to gain a Level 2 as they were able to say the differences between 

life in a rich/poor country. Where responses were the strongest (Level 3) was where examples of cities 

were given with place specific information in support of the points that they were making.  

Most candidates mentioned challenges but not always the usual ones of waste management, housing 

development or traffic. Candidates were tending to mention weather, war, and Covid but often without 

naming specific cities. When candidates were mentioning challenges, they would either do well and 

mention specific cities to get into the Level 2 or Level 3 marks, or they did the opposite and did not 

mention any specific cities but countries or continents instead.   
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Exemplar 4 

This exemplar section illustrates the way in which a well-chosen example using place specific detail can 

support a more successful response. This candidate has compared Istanbul with London and describe 

the challenges that the cities face. 
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Section B overview 

This section requires candidates to draw on their knowledge and understanding of fieldwork. For this 

year only, candidates were not required to undertake their own fieldwork and centres did not have to 

complete the fieldwork declaration. However, centres were encouraged to engage with fieldwork 

activities ‘in the field’ wherever possible. ‘In the field’ included in the school grounds and local area (to 

the school or student’s homes). Virtual fieldwork could be used to support the enquiry process and 

development of fieldwork skills. 

 

Question 4 (a) 

A generally well answered question with most candidates identifying the need for a wider range of age 

groups or the need to make sure age groups are not overlapping. A few candidates referred to data 

collection methods not related to age groups. Hardly any candidates noticed that young children are not 

able to answer the question. From those who didn't pick up any marks, most candidates suggested for 

the type of questions that could be asked or an alternative method for data collection. 
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Question 4 (b) 

Most candidates understood the fact that the data presented in the table was discreet. In most cases, 

candidates chose a valid presentation method, mostly a bar chart or divided bar chart. As the reason for 

the selection, candidates most often stated that the technique is easy to interpret. The next most 

frequently cited method is the pie chart, but a much smaller percentage of candidates chose this. A few 

candidates chose an inappropriate graph type such as line graphs  

OCR support 

Knowing what kind of graph to use can be challenging and it is important to spend time in class 
on graphs, including demonstrations of when is the correct time to use what type of graph. This 
ArcGIS StoryMap gives examples of a range of graphs that could be used in the specification 
and their context.  

 

  

https://ocr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=fa44b6cbad7c41ea95675f46669502d8
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Question 4 (c) 

Candidates mostly identified the challenge. Most often, they opted for "a large number of younger people 

buy online", while a very small number of candidates identified the low percentage of people who buy 

furniture in the city centre as a challenge. Some of the candidates considered that the challenge is that 

younger people use the internet too much, which can lead to withdrawal from social contacts, obesity, 

and depression. A smaller number of candidates explained the challenge but did not realise that it was 

necessary to state what the challenge is.  
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Question 5* 

  

Candidates who scored highly on this question were able to expand beyond the resource and link the 

worksheet to Bradshaw's model, this made it obvious that they had conducted some form of river 

investigation at school, as they were able to correctly comment on the usefulness of the different 

elements within the worksheet and understand the reasons why students were collecting them, e.g. 

collecting river width and depth to judge whether the river confirms to Bradshaw's model. Many needed 

further development of the links between data collected and the importance of this for the investigation to 

push the response up the levels.  

Most of the comments about Power Index of Roundness were about the subjectiveness of using this 

index and how it is likely to create discrepancies. A few candidates did not understand that this question 

was asking them to comment on the work sheet that was "to be filled in/completed". There were some 

candidates who said it was ineffective as there was no data.   

This question recorded the most ‘no response’ on the paper. This could be due to time issues, 

candidates not managing time correctly and not having enough time to complete the question at the end 

of the question paper, or this could be due to lack of understanding of the question and or lack of 

experience of rivers fieldwork. Candidates often described what was good about the resource but did not 

evaluate what was effective. At times candidates evaluated the effectiveness of the execution of the field 

work tasks but not the effectiveness of the resource.  
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