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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 4 series overview

The overall standard on this paper was very good and many candidates enjoyed responding to the
questions. Candidates had plenty of time, as evidenced by the large number of scripts which used the
extra pages. Knowledge of the text was secure in most cases, and this featured well in the short-answer
guestions.

¢ All candidates should remember to pay close attention to the words or lines relevant to the specific
question asked and not go outside these parameters. Candidates sometimes lost marks by
referencing sections of text which were not included in individual questions.

Almost all candidates displayed good knowledge and opinion in the 8- and 10-mark questions and found
there was plenty for them to refer to and discuss. The best responses included a range of language and
literary style points, while remaining closely aligned to the questions asked. In the 4-mark Questions 1b
and 3b, and in the 8-mark Question 6, it was generally the case that answers which gave shorter
quotations (plus English translation) were more successful than answers which gave long quotations
from the passages. The most successful candidates often found short quotations easier to translate
accurately and to analyse effectively, while longer quotations ran the risk of becoming unwieldy or
lacking focus.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally did the following: generally did the following:
e Paid attention to the parameters of specific e Ignored the parameters of specific passages.
passages. ¢ Paid loose attention to the wording of the 8-
e Responded to the wording of the 8-mark mark analysis and 10-mark extended
analysis and 10-mark extended response response questions.
guestions. ¢ Placed excessive reliance on knowledge of
¢ Revealed knowledge and understanding of the the Trojan War outside the set text.
set text in both granular detail and contextual
overview.

4 © OCR 2022



GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/04 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (a)

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

avtag énel kKOounOev au’ 1yepdvecoy £€kaatol,

Towec pév kAayyn v évor) T’ loav opvibec wg,

NUTe TeQ KAy yT) Yeodvwv TéAeL o0EavoOL oo,

ai T émet o0V xeva Gpuyov kat abéodatov Oupov
KAayyn tat ye métovtar €’ Lkeavolo Qoawv 5
avdpaat [Nuypaiowt povov kat knoa Gpépovoat.
Translation:

But when each side was set in order with their leaders, the
Trojans with a cry and a scream advanced like birds, just as
when the cry of the cranes rises ahead in the sky, when
they flee the storm and the endless rain, and they fly with a
cry towards the streams of the Ocean, bringing slaughter
and death to the Pygmy men.

Homer, lliad 3, lines 1-6

(a) Briefly explain why the Greeks and the Trojans were at war.

Almost all candidates answered correctly. The omission of Helen’s name was the primary cause of
candidates losing a mark.
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Question 1 (b)

(b) Towec ... pépovoar (lines 2—6): how does Homer make this a dramatic description of the
Trojans advancing?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

Most candidates were able to find points of literary style here, even though candidates are reminded that
translations of quoted Greek should be included in their answers. The most successful candidates had a
firm grip on the simile, but it was apparent that detailed exploration of who is doing what in the simile and
how it relates to the Trojan advance would be beneficial to many who discussed the general
effectiveness of the simile without understanding its relation to the approach of the Trojans. wg¢ was often
omitted when quoting the simile, showing a lack of understanding. Some candidates ignored the simile
altogether and were not as successful, simply saying something along the lines of ‘death and slaughter
which the Trojans brought to the Pygmies’.
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Exemplar 1

1 MMW*W&%'RMMT’&ume’
Lha.noire. bial. ... Twmm&éﬂf? m%maﬂ
2 Wm&dv&mamm&mmmmu

MW cefloctotha. damagre thn. TIDgaas. jnbisdie...b.clo.cued.
JAdra., mﬁfuﬁﬂﬂ? m&,m@«?m Axecq.. ol atie......

“

Exemplar 1 shows a good response. In the first bullet point the candidate correctly identifies and
translates a short quotation from the Greek and then uses a comment to link this to the question. In the
second bullet point the candidate acknowledges and understands the simile, which compares the
Trojans to the cranes. The Greek quotation is again relatively short and correctly translated (allowance is
made for the participle @époucai ‘bringing’, to accommodate the translation into the candidate’s
response) and the comment again links to the question asked.
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Question 2 (a)

2 Read the passage and answer the questions.

oL O Gte dn oxedov noav ém’ AAANAoLOWY 1OVTES,

Towotv pév moopdyiCev AAEEavdooc Deoedr|g,
TTAQOAAENV WHOLOLV EXWV KL KAUTIVAX TOEQ

Kol Eldoc: avTA doLEE dLW KeEKOQLOUEVA XAAKQ

TAAA WV AQYeiwv MEOKAAILETO TAVTAC AOLOTOVS 5
avtipov paxéoaoat év aivn dniotntL

Homer, lliad 3, lines 15-20

(a) ol d ote ... Oeoednc (lines 1-2): pick out and translate the Greek word which suggests that
Paris was keen to fight.

LT =T=] 1Y T TR

English translation: ... e

Most candidates correctly chose the Greek word rpoudxifev. More challenging was to translate the word
in context: infinitives or participles were not acceptable, and a number of candidates made no mention of
the ‘forward’ or ‘fight’ parts of the verb. Other candidates who paid no regard to the ‘lines 1-2’ of the
guestion chose a word outside the text, thus gaining no marks.

Question 2 (a): Tip for translation in context

Translate the Greek word in context.
Greek word: TrpoudxiCev

English translation: ‘(he) came forward as a champion’, NOT ‘coming forward as a champion’.

Question 2 (b)

(b) mapdaAény ... Eidoc (lines 3—4): what items did Paris have with him?

A straightforward question which was well answered. The number of marks available made it clear what
the answer required. Those candidates who included extra material outside the restrictions of the
question (lines 3-4) were not penalised.
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Question 2 (c)

(c) avto ... dnioT (lines 4-6): what effect do you think Paris wanted to have on the enemy?
Give a reason for your answer.

Most candidates understood the idea that Paris was trying to intimidate or scare the enemy. The second
mark proved harder to find for those who did not provide a valid reason from the prescribed lines.

Question 3 (a)

3 Read the passage and answer the questions.

"Extog, émel pe kat’ aloav éveikeoag ovd’ VTEQ aloay,
alel ToL kQadN MEAEKUS (G E0TLV ATELQNG,

Oc T elov dx dovEOC LT AVEQOC, OC OK Te TEXV)
VIOV EKTApVIoWY, OGEAAEL D" AvDOOS 0wV

@c oot évi om0ecoy ATaEPnTOS VOOC E0TL.

Homer, lliad 3, lines 59-63

(a) “Extoo ... atoav (line 1): what does Paris acknowledge here?

This was generally answered well. Many candidates achieved this mark - when they did not, it was
usually due to not expressing the sense of ‘criticism’ in éveikegag.

© OCR 2022
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Question 3 (b)

(b) ateiTor... vooc éoti (lines 2-5): how does Paris’ language emphasise the strength of
Hector’s character?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

This was a well-chosen passage that offered plenty of evidence and many candidates produced
excellent responses. However, some candidates discussed Hector’s physical strength and did not
engage with the question or discuss Hector’s strength of character. Candidates who described Hector as
‘strong like an axe’ would benefit from greater precision. When candidates did comment on individual
words, some incorrectly translated their chosen word, suggesting a reliance on learnt translations rather
than a close knowledge of the Greek. Common misunderstandings were to mistake 1réAekug (‘axe’) for
‘heart’, or ateiprig (‘unyielding’) for ‘axe’. A very common error was to quote g €oTiv dteiprig and give
the meaning ‘like an axe’, with Homer’s placement of wg adding to the confusion.
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Exemplar 2

L Homer. ek ac.. Simie. AR

cho v s

Saymg %fﬁ"s% heask.is... lIke. 0n..oxe.. ‘tou ,<po<6uq mx\etug

....... $ays ﬂ/\ba%awhu)woaw% Yoougde. WeBdk....Log. Tleta.

0Lt Boupes’. T gukiead '8 seunds ".

Exemplar 2 was an excellent response. Each bullet point quoted (and translated) very concisely from the
Greek and used the content of the quotation to give a relevant response to the question asked.

Exemplar 3

&

i 7S WY

%w@ o B Wi il 000, g, %wmu%

...................................................................................................................................................

Exemplar 3 shows less successful technique in its response. Neither of the bullet points quotes the
Greek text. The first bullet point talks about Hector’s strength rather than the ‘strength of character’ of the
question. The second bullet point misinterprets the passage and mistakenly compares Hector’s strength
to the shipbuilder’'s axe.

11 © OCR 2022




GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/04 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report

Question 3 (b): Tip for inclusion of quotations from the Greek

The best responses were those which quoted concisely and with focus on single Greek words or short
phrases. Those candidates who prefer to give lengthy quotations or who employ ellipsis (e.g. quoting a
whole line g ooi évi oTABeCTIV dTApPRNTOC VOGS £0Ti or offering the ellipsis of g ooi ... voéog £oTi) should
be aware that this is not paying close attention to the Greek. A lengthy or elliptical quotation can lead to
mistakes in translation, and force candidates to work harder to give focus to their chosen word(s).

Question 4

4 Read the passage and answer the question.

1] oL O’ é0atar OO eQe XOLUéne Adoditne:
00 ToL amOPANT’ €0t Oewv £Qudén dw,
dooa Kev aLTOL dWOLV.

Homer, lliad 3, lines 64—66

Do you think Paris is making a good point here? Explain your answer.

Most candidates gained one mark by referring to the passage and recognising that Paris’ gift (of good
looks) was from Aphrodite. A common error in searching for the second mark was to assume that the gift
in discussion was Helen rather than Paris’ looks, which led some to conclude that Paris did have a
choice about accepting the gift. Other candidates successfully argued that gifts of the gods should not be
rejected.
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Question 5

5 Read the passage and answer the question.

aAAovg pev kéAetat Towag kat mavtag Axatovg
tevxea KAA” drntobéoBat éntt xOovi movAvPoteion,
avTov O v péoow kat aoniprov MevéAdaov
otovg apd’ EAévn kait kTpaot maot payeodat.

Homer, lliad 3, lines 88-91

Translate this passage into English.

The passage was translated well on the whole. The most common error was to begin the translation with
KEAeTal ‘he asks’ rather than ‘he orders’ — an inconsequential error on its own, but because kéAeTal
controls both the infinitives in the passage, its mistranslation caused problems to those candidates who
ignored the pév ... &' ... and added ‘(Paris and Menelaus) will go into’ to the translation. Several
candidates added the words ‘sit down’ — confusing the passage with Paris’ words to Hector earlier (lines
68-70). Other common errors included the omission of TrouAuBoteipn (‘much nourishing’) and the
omission of oioug (‘alone’). An error-free translation was relatively rare, but many translations received
full marks, showing the benefit of the grid which allows full marks notwithstanding one inconsequential
error.

Question 5: Tip for the passage for translation

The best translations often showed evidence on the exam paper of the candidate using a pencil to lightly
tick off each Greek word to make sure it had been translated and not omitted.
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Question 6*

6* Read the passage and answer the question.

TOLOL O¢ Kl petéetme Ponv ayabog MevéAaoc:

"KEKALTE VOV KAl EUELD* HAALOTA YAXQ AAYOC tKAVEL

Oupov uov, Goovéw d¢ drakQLvOuevaL 1o

Agyetoug kat Towag, émel kakx MOAAX ménaoOe

elvek” Eunc €odoc kat AAeEavdov évek” aoxne: 5
Npéwv O OMMOTEQW OAVATOS KAl HOLOX TETLKTAL

teOvain: dAAoL d¢ duakouvOette TaxoTa.

oloete aQV’, £TEQOV AevkOV, ETEQNV O pEAdVAY,

' te kat HeAlw: A & fjueic oloopev &dAAov.

Homer, lliad 3, lines 96—-104

How does Menelaus hold the attention of the two armies in this passage?
In your answer you may wish to consider:

+ the suffering inflicted on both sides
*  Menelaus’ instructions

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Homer’s use of language. [8]

Candidates liked this question. The passage provided plenty of opportunity for comment and allowed for
a range of literary and linguistic analytical points, from the simple (Menelaus is described as having a
loud voice) to the more complex (Menelaus is displaying empathy). To be more successful candidates
should remember to respond to the question — How does Menelaus hold the attention of the two armies?
— and avoid offering a series of points without particular relevance. Style points based on givek’/éEvek’
often included no other content and were weakly argued, claiming alliteration but without any supporting
comment. It is not sufficient to say things like ‘the alliteration emphasises Menelaus’ concern for the
armies ...” without explaining HOW the alliteration is effective. Quoting a whole line / using ellipsis (see
above, Question 3b) again resulted in candidates being required to work very hard to demonstrate their
knowledge and understanding, especially relating to stylistic points. The strongest responses focused on
the idea of Menelaus holding the attention of both sides, not just the Greeks.
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Question 7 (a)

7 Read the passage and answer the questions.

a&ete 0¢ [owapowo Binv, 0Gpo” GO TAVYT)

avTog, £mel ol madeg VTEQPIAAOL Kal ATOTOL,

w1 Tic vmepPacin Ao Gkl dnAnontat.

alel O OmMAOTéQWV AvdRwV péveg negébovtar

01c ®' 0 YWV HETENOLV, AUA TQOOOW KAL OTUOOW 5
Agvooel, OTwe OX AoLoTa HeT” AUPOTEQOLOL YEVNTAL.

Homer, lliad 3, lines 105-110

(a) &&ete ... onAnontal (lines 1-3): why does Menelaus ask for Priam to be summoned?

Answers to this question were generally very good, although too many candidates confused their
answers with the requirements for Question 7 (b). Centres should continue to remind their candidates to
read the questions and even mark on the exam paper the start and end points of the specified text for
each question. For those who paid close attention to the Greek, there were easy marks available.

Question 7 (b)
(b) aiet... yévnrau (lines 4-6): what contrast is Menelaus making?

Answers were very good, although (as mentioned above) some candidates confused their answers
between 7a and 7b.
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Question 8*

8* ‘In lliad Book 3 Menelaus and Agamemnon are more impressive as leaders than Paris and
Hector.” How far would you agree?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the section of /liad Book 3 you
have read, and you may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

Candidates enjoyed this question which was both accessible and allowed the best to shine and develop
critical responses. There were some very good answers here, and multiple examples of the extra pages
used showed that candidates had plenty of time in the exam. The best essays were clearly planned with
paragraphs on each character / comparative analysis of them and their leadership skills, with specific
examples drawn from the text to support them. The benefits of an essay plan are clear — it calms the
nerves, produces material and provides structure for the essay. A few candidates did not use paragraphs
at all - this made it difficult for the examiners to distinguish between different points and perhaps
indicated a lack of clarity in candidates’ own minds as to where one point ended and another point
began.

Some responses strayed from impressive leadership into more general impressive qualities such as
heroism or physical ability, but those who managed to relate these to the question (e.g. by insisting that
all good characteristics were important for leaders) produced fine responses. Grasp of the set text as a
whole was often good, although in less successful responses this led to focusing on the rest of the lliad
or the causes of the war - usually these points gained few marks since they lacked specific reference to
the prescribed text to support them.

Points made about leaders’ epithets were often not strong or well-developed points - they usually
involved only small references to a large text, with many more successful references to be made.
Candidates had impressive levels of detail in their knowledge of the text, and most managed to include
Agamemnon despite his brief appearance, and he was often a useful differentiator.
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Exemplar 4

Cads, o0 Ahe. Bhes baond is. sm.h;.l.@..g.m,.
Lem! Yhan. Mmtms tmb, +++++

mm(m& S
uﬁbmm\ Wt Monlaus omes do.

8294‘ Lme MM Qaaﬁ is n»écm

Exemplar 4 shows good technique in its response. The candidate addresses the question (at the start
and again at the end of the paragraph), provides evidence from the set text (Paris has good looks and all
the weapons) and uses the evidence to develop a response (Paris is cowardly and shows his fear). A
fuller response might have included evidence from the set text not found on the exam paper and a more
developed commentary.
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