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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 

2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 

Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 

our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper 1 series overview 

Despite the pandemic and missed learning time, candidates engaged well with the Language paper. 

There was no evidence that any candidate struggled to finish the examination within the allotted time and 

some attempted both the optional sections. Most candidates answered the grammar questions rather 

than the English to Greek sentences, although some candidates did attempt both. Some very good 

translations and good comprehension of the different stories was evident.  

Candidates must read the introduction to the passages and also read other details provided. Some 

candidates did not read the comprehension questions carefully enough resulting in incorrect responses. 

Candidates should not give alternative responses. In some cases alternatives which were provided 

caused harmful additions.  

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

• had a strong understanding of principal parts 
of verbs on the defined vocabulary list 

• could translate pronouns with accuracy. 

• relied on their knowledge of the stories rather 
than on what the Greek text actually said 

• could not recognise comparative and 
superlative adjectives/adverbs accurately 

• struggled to translate with accuracy on the 
translation question. 
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Section A overview 

Comprehension questions (Questions 1–10) were fully accessible to all candidates. Candidates should 

look at the number of marks available and at the lines referenced in the lemma and provide sufficient 

details. This section contains the derivation question which centres had prepared candidates well for. 

There is an option between some grammar questions and English to Greek sentences in Section A. 

Most candidates attempted the grammar questions and very few attempted only the English to Greek 

sentences (those who did had often also attempted the grammar questions).  
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Question 1 

This question was answered well although the response ‘for a long time’ was sometimes incorrectly 

provided. 
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Question 2 (a) 

Most candidates answered this correctly; as this was only a 1 mark question lots of detail was not 

required. 

 

Question 2 (b) 

This question caused problems for candidates who were not confident in their knowledge of pronouns. 

 

Question 3 

Many candidates struggled to provide sufficient detail to be given both marks with πολλὰ often omitted. 

The word ἔργα was also not always well known. 

 

Question 4 

This question was answered well by all candidates. 
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Question 5 (a) 

This question was answered well by all candidates. 

 

Question 5 (b) 

Some candidates missed out the word ἵνα. 

 

Question 6 (a) 

This question was answered well by most candidates. Those who made errors did not notice the future 

tense of νικήσειν. 

 

Question 6 (b) 

Almost all candidates answered this question correctly. 
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Question 7 

Some candidates incorrectly translated παρασχεῖν as ‘to prepare’ and/or did not recognise the 

superlative in μέγιστον.  

Exemplar 1 

This exemplar clearly shows a candidate who has missed out the superlative form of μέγιστον and so is 

given 1 mark. 

 

Question 8 

This question was answered well by all candidates. 
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Question 9 

This question caught out lots of candidates with many unsure of the meaning of ἔθυον or misrendering 

the pronoun αὐτῷ which was required for the mark. Some candidates thought that human sacrifices 

were occurring. 

Exemplar 2 

This exemplar shows a candidate who has missed out the pronoun αὐτῷ and so is given 0 marks. 
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Question 10 

Centres should be congratulated for work they have done with candidates on derivations as these were 

very well attempted in this series. 
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Question 11 (a) 

There were occasional errors here with some candidates mistakenly putting ‘aorist’. 
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Question 11 (b) 

This was answered well with the majority of candidates realising that the case was dative. However, 

some candidates were unclear on how to explain this with inaccuracies occurring. 

Exemplar 3 

This exemplar shows a candidate who has stated the correct case but has been unable to accurately 

provide an explanation for the use of the case. 

 

Question 11 (c) 

This question was answered well by all candidates. 

 

Question 11 (d) 

Most candidates recognised the case as being accusative although some thought it was nominative. 

Almost all candidates recognised that it was a direct objective or similar. 
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Question 11 (e) 

This question was answered well by all candidates. 

 

Question 11 (f) 

This question was answered well by all candidates. 

 

Question 11 (g) 

Almost all candidates recognised the case as being nominative but some mistakenly thought that the 

gender was feminine. 

 

Question 12 (a) 

Almost all candidates struggled with the correct form of ‘did you drink’ and some were unclear on the 

correct word order in Greek for ‘the bad wine’. 
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Question 12 (b) 

This was well-answered but some candidates erroneously included a definite article for ‘A horse’. 

 

Question 12 (c) 

Candidates were able to deal well with ‘I wish to find’ but many struggled with the correct definite article 

for ‘the prize’ with many making the article masculine. 



GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 17 © OCR 2022 

Section B overview 

Section B is a more challenging section with 20 marks available for more difficult comprehension 

questions and 50 marks available for a translation question.  

 

Question 13 

Some candidates lost marks here by not understanding the prefix on the verb ἐξέϕυγε, simply 

translating the verb as ‘fled’. 



GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 18 © OCR 2022 

Question 14 (a) 

Candidates should be reminded that the information required to achieve the marks is directed in the 

lemma. This question caused problems for candidates who took information from elsewhere, possibly 

because they were unsure of the meaning of ποῖ ἔπλευσε. 

 

Question 14 (b) 

This was answered very well with almost all candidates correctly identifying τάχιστα. Many candidates 

were unable to accurately translate it however, with many missing out the superlative. 

 

Question 15 

This question was answered well by all candidates. 

 

Question 16 

This was a challenging question for most candidates. Many candidates were unable to recognise οἴσεις. 

Candidates should be reminded that they need to learn the principle parts of the verbs on the defined 

vocabulary list. Many candidates also missed out the pronoun in the phrase ἐν τῷ σῷ πλοίῳ. 
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Question 17 

This was answered well by most candidates. 

 

Question 18 

This was answered well although some candidates did not provide enough detail for a 3 mark question. 

Both αἱρεθείς and ἠναγκάσθη caused difficulties but overall candidates dealt with their forms well. The 

lemma stopped at ἐν τῇ Ἰταλίᾳ yet some candidates continued to provide detail from the words ἕως 

ἀπέθανεν – many candidates did this incorrectly.  

 

Question 19 

Many candidates struggled to accurately translate καίπερ αἴτιοι οὐδενὸς ὄντες but many gained some 

credit. The major problem was a correct recognition of οὐδενὸς. Some candidates thought αἴτιοι meant 

‘worthy of’ or similar. 

 

Question 20 

There were few problems here for candidates but there were some who put generic responses such as 

‘shamefully’ which were not credited. 
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Question 21 (a) 

Lots of candidates had difficulties with the construction being used following ἤλπιζον. There were also 

many attempts at translating πείσεσθαι as something to do with ‘persuading’. 

 

Question 21 (b) 

This was answered well with very few problems for candidates. 



GCSE (9-1) Classical Greek - J292/01 - Summer 2022 Examiners’ report 

 21 © OCR 2022 

Question 22 
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Question 22 was the most difficult section for almost all candidates. Candidates scored most highly on 

sections ii and vi and struggled most on sections ix and x. 

Section i: Most candidates translated this section well. The most common errors were to mistranslate the 

time phrase μετὰ δὲ ὀλίγα ἔτη and missing the comparative nature of μείζονα. Pleasingly, most 

candidates translated γενέσθαι accurately. 

Section ii: This section was translated very well. The most common error was a mistranslation of κολάσῃ 

with errors such as ‘to hinder’ or ‘to challenge’. 

Section iii: Most candidates were able to translate this section well. Some struggled with the meaning of 

προσβαλόντες (‘invading’ was quite common) and some inverted the participle and verb with 

translations like: ‘Took the camp and attacked the Romans’. Candidates should include a connective if 

they translate participles as finite verbs.  

Section iv: Most candidates made a good attempt at this section, understanding the sense of the 

sentence but not all the detail. Many candidates answered ‘it would be easy to obtain’ or ‘they would 

easily obtain’, others seem not to have recognised the indirect statement and did not understand that 

Diaeus was the subject.  

Section v: This section proved more challenging for most candidates. The main difficulty here was the 

failure to recognise ὡς μαχουμένους as a purpose clause. Some candidates mistranslated ἐκέλευσε as 

‘he called’. 

Section vi: This section was well-translated by most candidates. When errors occurred they were due to 

mistranslation of ἡμεῖς as ‘you’ and a failure to recognise the genitive of comparison. 

Section vii: This section was more challenging for candidates. Some candidates did not identify the 

person of βούλεσθε and some did not know the meaning of ἐλεύθεροι. The prohibition and imperative 

also caused problems for some candidates. Most candidates did not translate ποῖοί correctly. 

Section viii: This section was challenging for many candidates. Many did not recognise the genitive 

absolute construction, resulting in translations such as ‘when the Greeks began the battle’. Many 

candidates did not identify the superlative adverb κάκιστα correctly and others did not translate 

ἀνεχώρησαν accurately, resulting in translations such as ‘they were defeated in the city’ or ‘they were 

forced into the city’. 

Section ix: This section was challenging for many candidates. Some did not recognise the result clause 

or got confused with how to tackle it accurately. One common example was a translation which delayed 

Mummius until after the word ὥστε such as: ‘But it was so shameful that Mummius…’. Common 

vocabulary errors included: αἰσχρὸς, τείχη, ἐϕόνευσε and ηὗρεν. Many candidates did not recognise 

the relative pronoun οὓς.  

 

Approach to indirect statement in Section iv 

Many candidates did not appreciate the nominative and infinitive construction following νομίζων. 

This use of indirect statement will be unknown to those who are also studying Latin GCSE and 
so should be given special attention. 
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Section x: This was the least well done section, with lots of candidates seeing but not noticing the 

drinking or over-estimating the slaughter. This section was challenging for most candidates. Common 

vocabulary errors included: εἰδὼς (‘seeing’ or wanting’ were common), ἑαυτοῦ, ἀλλὸ and ἔπιε was often 

rendered as seeing or wanting. The phrase τί ἀλλὸ οἷός τ’ ἐστὶ ποιῆσαι was frequently mistranslated 

with common examples including: ‘who could do something else’, ‘what he would be able to do with the 

other/others’ and ‘did not know what to do’. Many candidates rendered γυναῖκα and παῖδα as plurals. 

Many candidates omitted ἔπιε and rendered the translation as ‘Diaeus killed himself, the women and 

children with poison’. 
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