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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers are also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.
Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer
2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core
Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on
our website.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 3 series overview

The Lucian set text was offered by just a few Centres, but the overall performance of this small sample
was impressive — stronger, perhaps, than that of the larger number of candidates who took the
Herodotus paper. Students and their teachers had clearly enjoyed studying the humorous and fantastical
work of a later Greek author. The disruption to the past two examination series, and the consequent
extension of the 2020/21 prescription to 2022, had required the production of a third paper from this
prescription. Centres evidently made effective use of the 2020 and 2021 papers, alongside the Advance
Information released in February 2022, to prepare their candidates, who have been studying Greek in
far-from-ideal conditions. The great majority of candidates knew the text well and were able to
communicate their appreciation of Lucian’s prose, writing with intelligence and insight.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally did the following: generally did the following:
e Showed detailed knowledge and o Offered imprecise translations
understanding of the prescribed Greek text ¢ Did not support comments with appropriate
e Supported their answers with accurate Greek Greek quotation
quotation and translation e Did not analyse linguistic / literary features
e Analysed literary style effectively e Showed limited knowledge and understanding
¢ Used their knowledge of the whole text in their of the whole text in responding to the final 10-
response to the final 10-mark question mark question

Length of lemmas (quoted extracts of Greek) in question stem

A maximum of six words will be quoted in any question stem. Candidates are advised to refer back to
the whole passage when answering a question that draws on a section of that passage.

Legibility of Scripts

Examiners do their best to decipher hard-to-read scripts so that due marks can be given.

Centres are encouraged to make appropriate access arrangements for candidates likely to be
disadvantaged by illegible handwriting: type-written scripts are welcome and, indeed, often easier to
mark. If the issue of Greek quotation discourages candidates from typing, there are various options to
consider, listed here in order of preference:

e Ideal: a polytonic Greek keyboard, which can be toggled on an off and allows the typing of
diacritical marks (breathings, iota subscripts and accents). Candidates would need to familiarise
themselves with the keyboard layout and practise using it in exam conditions.

e Simpler but acceptable: the Symbol font in Word for typing Greek quotations without diacritical
marks; some practice is advised with this too (e.g. terminal sigma ¢ = SHIFT + v).

e Last resort: hand-written Greek quotations in the answer booklet, clearly linked to the question
answered on a type-written response. This is a more time-consuming, fiddly format for on-screen
markers to navigate but examiners will read and consider everything written on a script.
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OCR support

examination series (2019), as well as the materials produced for the January 2022 CPD

‘Understanding the Assessment’ — GCSE Classical Greek (J292), which included exemplars

for the Lucian set text (J292/03) examined in 2020-2022.
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/classical-greek-j292-from-2016/

@ Centres are encouraged to consult the examiners’ report for J292/02 from the previous full
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Question 1

1 Read the passage and answer the question.

QUTI) pEV 0OV 1] TOALS TROA XQUOT), TO O€ TELXOC TEQIKELTAL TUAQAYDLVOV: TTOAAL
O¢ elov EMTA, MATAL HOVOEVAOL KIVVAHULVOL TO HEVTOL Edadog TS mOAewS
KAl 1] €VTOG TO TelXouvg YN éAedpavtivr) vaol d¢ maviwv Oewv PnovAAov Aibov
WKODOUNHEVOL KAl PwpOL €V aLTolg péyloTtot povoAldot dpeOvotivoy, " wv
TIOLOVOL TAS EKATOUPAC. 5
Translation:

The city itself is all made of gold, and the wall that lies around it is made of
emerald. There are seven gates, all made from one trunk of cinnamon. However,
the ground of the city and the land within its walls is made of ivory. There are
temples of all the gods, built of beryl, and in them very large single-stone altars of
amethyst, on which they make their sacrifices.

Lucian, The Truth, the Half Truth and nothing like the Truth 10a.1-6

How does Lucian’s language in this passage create a sense of luxury?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

This question was very well answered by most. Full marks were earned by those who gave two Greek
quotations, supported by accurate translation and included at least one comment about language, as
required when the AO3 question is accompanied by an English translation. Where translations did not
exactly match the Greek quoted or a style point was missing, the maximum mark given was 3. Exemplar
1 shows a response which fell short in this way.
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Exemplar 1

The first point here is good. The second has two shortcomings: Bwuot (altars) is omitted from the Greek
quotation, even though included in the translation, and there is no comment about Lucian’s use of
language. The candidate might have mentioned the use of the superlative péyiwotod or the alliteration of
u in the three words quoted.
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Question 2 (a)

2 Read the passage and answer the questions.

TAC O& QOLAC KAL TAC UNAERS KAL TV AAANV OTtwoay EAgyov elvat

TOLOKAWEKADOQOV: £VOS YXQ UTVOS TOL T’ avTols Miveou dic kaQmodogery:

AVTL O TTLEOV Ol OTAXVES AQTOV ETOLMOV £TT AKQWV GLOVOLY WOTTEQ MUK TAC.

T yal 0& el TV OALY DOATOC pEV TTEVTE Kal €E1KOVTA KAl TOIKOO XL,

péALTOC D¢ dAAaL TooaDTAL, VOV DE TEVTAKOULAL, UIKQOTEQAL HEVTOL AVTAL, KAL S
TOTAPOL YAAQKTOG ETTTA KAl 0(VOL OKT.

Lucian, The Truth, the Half Truth and nothing like the Truth 10b.28-35

(a) mac d¢ powxe ... kapmodoelv (lines 1-2): what surprising information does Lucian mention
here about the fruit trees on the island?

The great majority of candidates got two marks for this question. A few thought that ‘Minoan’ applied to
the type of trees rather than the (imaginary) ‘month of Minos’ in Lucian’s afterlife.

Question 2 (b)

(b) dvtide moeov ... pvovow (line 3): pick out and translate a two-word Greek phrase which
shows what the ears of wheat produce.

GrEEK PRAS . e e s

English translation: .o e

The steer in the question (‘two-word Greek phrase’) helped many candidates to select the correct phrase
aptov £towov, and translations generally matched the quotation chosen. A plural translation (‘loaves’)
was accepted for the singular &otov in this context. Those who included otdyxveg, presumably because
of the word ‘wheat’ in the question, or who quoted more than two words could earn at most one mark.
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Question 2 (d)

(d) Why do you think Lucian includes so many numbers in his description? Use an example
from the text to support your answer.

Most candidates gave a perceptive personal response to this question, supporting their suggestion with
an appropriate example of hyperbole in the text.
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Question 3*

3* Read the passage and answer the question.

0UTW MEV TTVOLOLY, AVTL 0 TWV 0TEGAVWY at ANdOVES KAl TX AAAX T POVOIKX

0ovea €k TV MANOIOV AEUWVWY TOIG OTORAOY AVOOAOYOLVTA KAXTaVIPEL

AVTOVG pET’ QONG VTTEQMETOUEVA. KAL UV KAl puollovTat wde. vedéAar mukvai
AVaoTIAoAOAL PUQOV €K TWV T YWV KL TOU TOTAMOV KAl EMOTAoAL VTTEQ TO
OLUTIOOLOV T)QEUA TWV AVEHWY DTTOOABOVTWY DOLOL AETTTOV WOTEQ OQOTOV. 5

Lucian, The Truth, the Half Truth and nothing like the Truth 10c.46-52

How does Lucian make this scene idyllic?
In your answer you may wish to consider:

+ the selection of ‘traditional’ elements of a dinner party
* the use of words conveying a gentle atmosphere

You must refer to the Greek and discuss Lucian’s use of language. [8]

There were some excellent responses to this question, with many candidates earning a Level 4 mark.
The best responses made good use of the bullet points included as a steer in the question and extracted
a range of stylistic points from the passage. There were perceptive comments made about, for example:
the assonance in the phrase at andoveg kat 1 dAAa T povowa dpvea; the gentle effect of the verb
katavigey, and the choice of the adjective Aerttov to describe the delicate dew-like precipitation which
sprinkles the diners at Lucian’s idyllic symposium. Others noted that the diners’ usual accessories are
replaced (avti 0¢ twv oteavwv) by something magical and that the clouds are described in quasi-
anthropomorphic terms, although the rhyming participles avaocmaoaocat... émotaoar rarely attracted
comment.

Less successful candidates neglected to translate their selected Greek quotations or offered translations
which did not match the quotation exactly. In some cases, proper style points were missing, with
candidates quoting the Greek but not identifying stylistic features from those quotations. Others did not
give much context to their points or listed their points only briefly, without development, so that the
response did not communicate an understanding of the context. See Exemplar 2 below for an illustration
of this shortcoming.
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Exemplar 2

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3
Mﬁﬁ-ﬂwf?l‘[xwﬂiw\ ....... slended dr wiwsu{l%wp .....

(:TE e etk R TR ) e

oo o uandlSeen . or esds RS W T

This candidate’s comment about the actions of the clouds is supported by accurate quotation and
translation (‘unguent’ was accepted as a translation of pvpov twice in this script), but the point is brief
and under-developed. The candidate has not made it clear that the clouds are mentioned to illustrate
how the diners perfume themselves: pvoiCovtat might have been quoted to highlight a ‘traditional’
element of a dinner party. Similarly, the next point is brief and lacks contextual detail, relying mostly on
isolated, one-word quotations. The word totapov has been translated incorrectly as a plural (‘rivers’).
There was limited discussion of language in this response, although the candidate did achieve a Level 3
mark by later commenting on the use of the word kataviget

Assessment for learning

candidates should not just copy out words and phrases but actually engage with the literary
effect of the examples chosen. Candidates are advised to avoid listing their points without
development: bullet-point style responses are liable to lack depth of analysis.

@ Teachers are encouraged to emphasise what is meant by ‘close reference to the Greek’:
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Question 4 (a)

4 Read the passage and answer the questions.

0 0& 0VY" AVTOC pEV AYVoeELY Edpaokev W ot pev Xiov, ot 0¢ Luvevatov, moAAoL
0¢ KoAodpaviov avtov vouilovoy- etvar pévtot ye EéAeyev BapuAwviog, kai
QA Ye tolg moAitaug ovx ‘Oungog, aAAx Tryoavnce kaAetoOar Dotegov 0&
ouneevoac maa toic "EAANov aAAa&at v mpooryooiav.

Lucian, The Truth, the Half Truth and nothing like the Truth 11a.4-9

(a) What long-disputed question has Lucian asked Homer before this passage?

Question 4 (b)
(b) 00¢ ovd'avTOC ... BapvAawviog (lines 1-2): how does Homer answer this question?

Examiners allowed some leeway here, accepting a range of spellings for the various place names, so
that almost all candidates achieved three marks. Question 4(a) was answered almost universally
correctly.

Question 4 (c)

(c) Votegov ... mooonyootav (lines 3—4): explain the word play Lucian uses here to account for
Homer’s change of name.

Successful candidates understood the spurious etymology in this sentence, earning a mark for
connecting the name Homer with the Greek word for hostage. For a significant minority the question
proved challenging, however.
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Question 5

5 Read the passage and answer the question.

ETL 0¢ Kal mepl TV abeTovpEVWVY OTIXWV EMNoWTwY, £l U éketvov elot

YeYQAUMEVOL Kal 0¢ EPaoke MAVTAS AVTOL ElVAL. KATEYIVWOKOV OV TV Audl

TOV Z1vOd0TOV Kt AQIOTAQXOV YOAUMATIKWV TTOAAT|V TNV YuX0oAoyiav. émel

0¢ TAVTA IKAVWS ATEKEKQLTO, TTAALY AVTOV 1)QWTWYV TL O TTOTE ATO TNG HIVIOOS

TNV AQXNV €momjoato: kai 0¢ eirtev 00Twe émeAfelv aLT@ undev EmtndevoavTL. 5

Lucian, The Truth, the Half Truth and nothing like the Truth 11b.10-16

How does Lucian show off his knowledge of Homer’s poetry in this passage?

You should make two points, each supported by close reference to the Greek.

Note that style points are not required in this type of four-mark AO3 question when the passage is not
accompanied by an English translation: two well-made content points can earn four marks. In general,
candidates fared very well, finding plenty of material in the passage to answer the question. There was

some confusion over which Homeric poem begins with the word ‘wrath’ (trjc prvidoc) but examiners
enjoyed reading many excellent comments about the disputed lines (twv aBetovpévwv otixwv) and
Lucian’s criticism of the Homeric scholars Zenodotus and Aristarchus.
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Question 6 (a)
6 Read the passage and answer the questions.

Kat d1) mote VT €QwTog Kat apnxaviag éBovAsvoato 0 Kivogac agmaoag

Vv ‘EAévnv — €dokeL d¢ kdkeivn Tavta — otxeobat drdvtac €g Tva v

ETuKEUEVWVY VI|OwV, T)ToL £¢ TNV PeAAw 1) é¢ v Tvgoeooav. cvvwuoTac d¢

TTAAAL TQOTEANPETAV TOEIS TWV ETAOWY TWV EU@V TOLS DpaovTATOVS. TR

MEVTOL TTATOL OVK EUIVVOE TAVTA: NTHOTATO YQ VT aVTOL KwAvONooOuevoc. 5

Lucian, The Truth, the Half Truth and nothing like the Truth 12a.7-13

(a) How long had Lucian and his crew spent on the Island before Kinyras ran off with Helen?

This proved to be a challenging question, for almost all candidates. The detail that ‘six months had
passed...when new matters arose’ is found in the section of the text immediately before this Greek
passage. Although that section was not prescribed in Greek, in the Advance Information issued in
February 2022, candidates were instructed to study the rest of the text in English to provide the
necessary context.

Question 6 (b)

(b) Kuwipag (line 1): give one detail about Kinyras which we have been told before this
passage.

This question, on the other hand, was handled very well: almost all candidates earned the mark,
describing Kinyras variously as tall, handsome or young. An impressive number remembered the name
of his father, Scintharos.

Assessment for learning

Candidates should expect at least two context questions of this sort, drawn from anywhere in
the prescription.
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Question 6 (c)

(c) ovvwpotac ... kwAvOnoouevog (lines 3-5): for what reasons were some people aware of
the plan but one particular person not informed? Make two points.

The great majority of candidates earned three or four marks here, extracting accurate details from the
Greek to answer both parts of the question. Those who did not achieve full marks typically omitted the
detail that the men chosen as partners in crime were ‘the most reckless’ of Lucian’s companions. Some
chose to mention Helen'’s willing involvement (¢00ket 8¢ kdxeivy tavta) — a point which was not given
marks since it falls outside the specified section of Greek.

Assessment for learning

Candidates are advised to pay careful attention to the section of the Greek specified in the
question stem.
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Question 7
7 Read the passage and answer the question.

WG O €DOKEL AVTOLG, ETEAOLV TV ETUPBOVATV. KAl ETELON VUE EYEVETO — EYW HEV
OV TTAQIUNV* ETVYXAVOV YAQ €V TG OVUTOOIQW KOHWHUEVOS — 01 O¢ AaOdvTeg ToLg
adAAovg avaAapovteg v ‘EAévnv 0o omovdng avixOnoav.

Lucian, The Truth, the Half Truth and nothing like the Truth 12b.14-17

Translate this passage into English.

This translation was very well tackled: the majority of candidates earned 4 or 5 marks. A common
mistake, treated as a minor error because it featured in even the best answers, was ‘| was not there’ for

ov Ttaprjun Vv (see below for clarification of this misconception). Other typical errors were ‘since’ for
¢me1dn); omission of étvyxavov and failure to convey the force of the prefix in avaAafovrec. ‘Set out’

was not accepted as a translation of avrjxOnoav, which almost always, and certainly in this context,
means ‘set sail’. Exemplar 3 illustrates two of these points.

Exemplar 3

A0 e iE 50058) Good o bo, Then coniad ok Bueir flan s And whan.
k. beeane, mfu ............. wWaindk bore ) U

tobe.s SR XA 188
oo LAY

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

There are two minor errors in this otherwise very accurate translation: ‘I was not there’ for o0 maprjunv
and ‘having taken’ for avaAafovtec. The response was therefore given 4/5.
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Misconception

nearby). It is pluperfect in form, imperfect in meaning and means ‘| was sitting nearby’. This is
explained on p.255 of OCR’s Anthology for Classical Greek GCSE and on p.65 of Sidwell’s
edition of selections from Lucian.

O The verb maprunv does not come from et (I am present) but from mtaonue (1 sit

Question 8*
8* ‘Despite the title of the work, there is nothing believable in Lucian’s ‘A True Story’." Do you agree?

You should support your answer with a range of references to the text you have read, and you
may include passages printed on the question paper. [10]

There were some full and well-structured responses to this synoptic essay question, supported by plenty
of apposite references to the prescribed text. Candidates managed to include a welcome range of
examples from material not printed on the exam paper, and most referred to all three sections of the text
(Shangri La, The Homeric Question and The Face that Launched a Thousand Ships). The question
proved to be relatively straightforward and not wildly different from essays previously set on Lucian.
Thus, those who had considered how Lucian combines fantasy and reality (2016) or whether life on the
Isle of the Blest is free of earthly cares (2020) found themselves well prepared to demonstrate the
knowledge and reasoning characteristic of Level 4 and 5 answers.

The best candidates used the stimulus quotation in the question to point out that Lucian explicitly denies
the veracity of his story, warning his readers, in his introduction, that his ‘True Story’ is nothing of the
sort, since none of his account is to be believed. There was ample supporting evidence supplied of
improbable, fantastical details in the text (bathtubs filled with hot dew; delicate purple spider’s webs for
clothing; self-filling wine glasses; a conversation with Homer; an island made of cheese), but also some
sensible discussion of the more realistic elements of Lucian’s account. Answers of this sort earned the
highest marks: indeed, some attempt at a counter-argument to the statement in the question was
required for full marks. Thus, for example, candidates argued that the mutual attraction between the
handsome, young Kinyras and the beautiful (if fictional) Helen represented plausible human behaviour.

Weaker responses tended to make only brief references to the text or to concentrate on a limited
selection of the prescription, although very few mentioned just one of the three sections.

It was clear that candidates had enjoyed studying this text and had been very well prepared by their
teachers.
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