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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 4 series overview

It appears that, overall, candidate performance has improved significantly since last year, with a larger
proportion getting into the top level for some parts of their responses. This suggests that candidates and
centres have worked hard to recover from the impact of Covid. In terms of the coverage of questions all
questions were answered. However, Question 1 was probably the least popular overall. Most candidates
were able to sustain lengthy discussions on the topics, although the level of relevance of material
selected was variable.

Question 3 was the response that candidates seemed to have the greatest trouble answering. For this
question there was a much larger proportion of answers discussing the general topic rather than
focusing on the specific question.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e were able to sustain lengthy discussions and e demonstrated a lack of sophistication in
draw on extensive knowledge of relevant structuring their arguments. Some of the
material responses needed greater clarity in the

argument as sometimes several different

¢ included a good range of scholars/scholarly points were discussed in the same paragraph

opinions on the issue
o discussed the general topic area, with little

e questioned and engaged with key words in the specific knowledge shown

statement

e seemed to have significant gaps in their
knowledge, either of the issue being discussed
or supporting evidence that could be employed

¢ had a good range of examples and evidence
that they were able to draw on in order to
support the arguments being made

¢ may have only answered two out of the three
essays, or only demonstrated in-depth
knowledge of one area being examined

¢ had an excellent level of knowledge
consistently across all three areas

e showed an ability to engage in some really
good critical analysis of the issues and were
also able to demonstrate an appreciation of
the topics that extended beyond the usual
classroom discussions.

¢ were often unable to go past a few of the more
basic evaluative arguments.
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Question 1*

1* ‘The Sufi concept of the *friendship of God’ (wilaya), is un-Islamic.’ Discuss. [40]

AO1: Itis evident from the responses that there was clearly a lot of knowledge of Sufism and Sufi
practices. A significant proportion of candidates made accurate use of specialist terminology when
identifying these practices and discussing methods used to attain ‘friendship of God’. An area for
improvement is the clarification of what the term ‘un-Islamic’ means. While this was clearly addressed by
many candidates it could have been tackled more effectively. For example, a brief explanation of
innovation and shirk as possibly the main areas contributing to the view of something being ‘un-Islamic’
would have given some candidates greater structure. The term was often glossed over and, in some
cases, shirk was the sole issue identified when considering something as un-Islamic

AO2: There were some excellent responses to this question that saw candidates engaging in a really
high-level of critical analysis of the issue. For example, a number of responses highlighted and
discussed the difference between the aims of ‘friendship with God’ and the methods used to achieve it.
They Argued, in the main, that while a closeness with God is in accordance with Islamic principles some
Sufi methods/practices are not. This is an area that would be expected to be discussed at the higher
levels of response. The weaker responses were those who argued more generally for Sufi practices and
Sufism as a whole being un-Islamic.

Question 2*

2* Critically assess the claim that 9/11 has had little impact on perceptions of Islam in Europe. [40]

AO1: The better responses were clearly able to explain what 9/11 was, although some seemed to
assume this was unnecessary, and give a range of examples to illustrate the various impacts the event
has had on perceptions of Islam in Europe. The most obvious examples were picked up on by most
students, primarily focusing on the increase in Islamophobia and various acts of discrimination against
Muslims living in European countries, fuelled by negative perceptions of the religion. An interesting
approach, demonstrated by some, was to discuss not just the effect on perceptions of non-Muslims in
Europe but how perceptions may have led to an increase in self-reflection and/or extremist views within
the Muslim community itself. In the weaker responses, references to reports, statistics, or comments by
influential Muslims/scholars was lacking. While not necessarily essential it does limit the ability to reach
the higher levels for knowledge. Some candidates referred to the impact of perceptions in America — this
would only be credit worthy if there was also an explanation of how this impacted on perceptions in
Europe.

AO2: Some of the weaker responses for this question focused their discussions more on the general
impact on Muslims in Europe, as opposed to an appreciation of the effect 9/11 had on perceptions of
Islam. While this may have been relevant candidates needed to unpick this further within the confines of
the claim. There were some really interesting arguments put forward. Quite a few candidates included
the argument that perceptions weren’t changed because they were negative to start with — a variety of
evidence and examples were employed to help support this claim.
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A few candidates offered alternative factors that may have had a greater impact on perceptions of Islam
in Europe — as can be seen in Exemplar 1. The most effective arguments were from those candidates
who were able to incorporate a wide range of evidence both to back up the claim and to argue against it.

Question 3*

3* Evaluate the claim that Islam has made no significant contributions to scientific knowledge. [40]

AO1: There appeared to be a generally good knowledge of science and Islam, however, in many cases
this knowledge was about the compatibility of Islam and science. A significant number of candidates
answered this as a question — rather than focusing on specific contributions made. Some of the
information was credit worthy, however candidates needed to explain how this linked to/affected the
question about scientific contributions. The stronger responses were those with explicit references to
individual Muslims and their contributions.

AO2: The effectiveness of evaluation and critical analysis for this question generally hinged on which
question candidates were answering. Those who had good material and explicit examples for AO1
tended to address the question set, and engaged in some excellent analysis. There were some excellent
responses which showed that some candidates had in-depth knowledge and understanding of a variety
of contributions made by Muslims to science and scientific thought.
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Exemplar 2
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The extract shown in Exemplar 2 achieved a mid-Level 5 for AO1 and top of band 5 for AO2. Although
the candidate discusses the compatibility of science and Islam it does this in such a way that it is made
relevant to the question, as can be seen in the second paragraph. The candidate also shows some
good, explicit knowledge of the fields of science that Islam has contributed to. A greater variety of
examples of individual contributions from Muslims in these fields would have raised the level to the top
band for AO1.

The candidate engages in some clear analysis and evaluation; however, a greater range of arguments
would have improved it. For example, reference to modern contributions would have strengthened the

argument in favour of the question and a more nuanced understanding of the long-lasting impact of the
‘Golden Age’ would also have been useful.
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Assessment for learning

candidates did have knowledge of examples that could be used to illustrate specific
contributions made by the Islamic world to science, it was not evident that this was the case
for all of them.

@ This question was not answered as effectively, on the whole, as the others. While some

Candidates should, at least, be able to make reference to ‘The Golden Age’ and have
knowledge of the areas that Islam has contributed to, e.g. medicine, engineering and
astronomy.

While there are no specific modern day examples that candidates are expected to refer to it
would be a good idea to have some examples from the 20" and 215t centuries that show
Islamic contribution to science. For example, Ahmed Zewail, Hayat Sindi and Farouk Al-Baz
have all made significant contributions to science in modern times.
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Question 4*

4* To what extent is it true that local cultural norms are the major cause of gender inequality in
Islam? [40]

AO1: The better responses for this question demonstrated a really clear understanding of what ‘local
cultural norms’ are. This understanding was not evident in all responses. A few candidates took it to only
mean the cultural norms from the time of Muhammad (PBUH). While some of this material may have
been relevant, and credited, the candidates getting higher marks were those who were able to give
current examples of local cultural norms around gender inequality. There were some excellent and wide-
ranging discussions, drawing on a breadth of material. There appeared to be a sound understanding ,
from most candidates, of examples that could be used to argue for Islam itself being the main source. A
significant number included some Qur’anic references to illustrate, while others referenced Shari’a law.

AO2: The weaker responses were those who only argued from one side or the other. Most were able to
explain why local cultural norms could be considered the major source of gender inequality, but some did
not offer an alternative source. These candidates were also the ones who often talked about attitudes
generally rather than being able to discuss explicit examples of gender inequality, or equality, as part of
their evaluation. Many candidates argued that both local cultural norms and Islam itself contribute to
gender inequality with some candidates engaging in some excellent levels of critical analysis, with a
more nuanced understanding of the differences between the two. There was, also, a small minority of
candidates who argued that capitalist and/or patriarchal systems could possibly be blamed as the major
sources of gender inequality in Islam. This is evidence of good synoptic skills and these were likely to be
higher attaining candidates.
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Exemplar 3
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The extract shown in Exemplar 3 achieved a mid-Level 6 for AO1 and a high-Level 6 for AO2. The AO1
would have been improved with a brief explanation of what the term ‘local cultural norms’ means in the
first paragraph, although it is evident from the response that the candidate clearly understands the term.

Level 6 was given for AO2 because the candidate engaged in some high-level critical analysis of the
issue, as illustrated in the exemplar extract.
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